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MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW PAUL KATHMAN
(She is the former Dr. Deirdre K. Lynn)

Dr. Deirdre K. Lynn Weds
Matthew P. Kathman

Dr. Deirdre Kathleen Lynn, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Lynn, III
of Westfield, was married on Friday,
April 16, to Matthew Paul Kathman.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Kathman of Holden, Mass.

The ceremony was held at St.
Teresa of Avila Roman Catholic
Church in Summit. A reception fol-
lowed at The Grand Summit Hotel.
The bride wore a strapless ivory
gown by Vera Wang, while the
bridesmaids wore blue silk shantung
dresses by Coren Moore.

A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Science degree from the Univer-
sity of Scranton, followed by a Doc-

torate of Osteopathic Medicine from
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine. She is an internal medi-
cine resident at the University of
Massachusetts Medical Center in
Worcester, Mass., where she will re-
main to pursue a fellowship in pul-
monary and critical care medicine.

After graduating from Wachusett
Regional High School in Holden,
Mass. in 1999, the groom earned a
Bachelor of Science degree and MBA
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute. He is employed as a consultant
for IBM.

Following a honeymoon to Austra-
lia, Fiji and New Zealand, the couple
resides in Worcester, Mass.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

ROBERT ALGARIN
ARCHITECT

225 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ  07090
PH:  908-232-2225
FAX:  908-753-0235

■ Residential  ■ Commercial  ■ Certified Kitchen Designer
■  Creative problem solving through thoughtful

design and personal service

LICENSED NJ/NY/NCARB CERTIFIED

www.robertalgarinarchitect.com

LEED Green Associate

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Please RSVP:  908-654-5200

OPEN HOUSE!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23RD
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM

APARTMENT TOURS IN:
• Assisted Living
• Independent Living
• Alzheimer’s/Memory Care

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

and, the fabulous new

Lofts at Chelsea

Sample our award-winning
Chef’s delicious specialities!

Are you looking for a career change? 
Do you have three plus years of 
entrepreneurial sales experience? 
Or, are you an attorney, banker, accountant, 
educator or business professional?
Learn about a new career as a Merrill Lynch 
Financial Advisor Trainee in our Short Hills, 
Summit, Westfield, Metro Park, Newark and 
Jersey City offices.

October 27 and November 10, 2010  7:00 P.M.

Merrill Lynch
51 JFK Parkway, 3rd Floor, Short Hills, NJ 07078

Refreshments will be served.

For more information and to reserve a seat, 
please contact:

Julie Schneier at (973) 912-7572 
or julie.schneier@ml.com

‘Road to Ecuador’ Offers
Hope to Autistic Child

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – For the family of eight-
year-old Emma Love of Cranford, the
promise of a more normal life for their
profoundly autistic child beckons a con-
tinent away in Ecuador. With the support
of the community, their dream could start
becoming a reality within a month.

At the age of 15 months,
Emma was diagnosed with
classic autism. While one in
94 children in the United
States is diagnosed with Au-
tism Spectrum Disorder, only
one in 10,000 is diagnosed as
having classic autism.

Emma, who will turn nine
on October 30, has never spo-
ken, is unable to feed herself
with utensils, dress or un-
dress herself, or perform
many other functions typical
of a child her age. She also
still wears diapers and has not progressed
to toilet training.

According to her mother, Jennifer
Love, there currently is little prospect
that Emma will ever live independently.
“As a family, we can’t do things together
[on the outside],” added Mrs. Love. “She
can’t tolerate different surroundings. At
home, she’s great.”

However, a ray of hope began shining
through to the Love family earlier this
year. Through a close friend, Mrs. Love
learned about the American Stem Cell
and Anti Aging Center in Quito, Ecuador
– an American clinic staffed by doctors
based in Scottsdale, Ariz. – which may
finally provide the key to unlocking
Emma’s silent world.

The clinic utilizes a treatment in which
a patient’s own stem cells are extracted
from their bone marrow and are then
“reawakened” by infusing them with
oxygen and human growth factor before
being reintroduced into the individual’s
body through the bloodstream.

According to Mrs. Love, the friend who
referred her to the clinic took her own
severely disabled son there in April, and he
has since shown improvement, prompting
plans for a follow-up visit. She said she also
has learned of many other success stories
involving individuals treated at the clinic,
through families her friend met at the facil-
ity; others who the clinic put Mrs. Love in
contact with, and a Facebook page one
mother started for the clinic.

Mrs. Love and her husband, Roger, a
longtime employee of the Westfield Area
“Y,” plan to take their daughter to the
clinic for five days in November to un-
dergo the procedure. The family’s insur-
ance will not cover the $25,000 cost,
however, since the stem-cell treatment is
not FDA approved.

“The hope is that it will bridge the gap
in her brain that is preventing communi-
cation from getting through,” said Mrs.

Love, a broker/manager with Century 21
Taylor & Love, Inc. in Westfield. “There
is no risk because nothing foreign is be-
ing introduced into her body.”

A benefit Comedy for a Cause event,
entitled “Emma’s Road to Ecuador,” will
take place on Friday, October 29, to help
raise money for the youngster’s medical
expenses. It will be held at the Cranford

Dramatic Club (CDC) Theatre,
located at 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford. Doors will open at
6:30 p.m.

The program will feature Out
of Order Improv Comedy, as
well as hors d’oeuvres, a live
and silent auction, wine, beer
and soft drinks. Also lending
their talents will be The Cel-
ebration Singers and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick of Westfield,
who will serve as auctioneer.
Admission is $50 per person.

The planned event is among
multiple fundraisers benefiting little
Emma. A wine-tasting event was held at
the Cranford Hotel; the Kilkenny House
in Cranford hosted a benefit concert, and
this Sunday, October 24, The Cutting
Crew in Kenilworth will host a Cut-a-
Thon between 1 and 3 p.m.

Additionally, New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Executive Director Ted
Schlosberg has pledged a portion of the
proceeds from a benefit concert called
“Jazz for the Journey” to Emma’s medi-
cal expenses. The concert will take place
on Sunday, November 7, at 2 p.m. at the
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Westfield.

Once they return home, Emma’s par-
ents will follow up with her pediatrician
and school as they wait to see what
progress she will make. Since age 3, the
youngster has been enrolled at the
Children’s Center of Monmouth County
in Neptune, a school for children with
special needs, including autism. Her
mother said Emma has made “a lot of
progress there.”

Despite her limitations, Mrs. Love re-
vealed that Emma is “very sweet” and a
“very happy little girl who laughs all the
time.” A fan of “Dora the Explorer” vid-
eos, Emma also enjoys anything with
music. “She’s a very musical kid,” said her
mother. Because she cannot tolerate many
different food textures, her diet is limited,
but a favorite is Perdue chicken nuggets.

Emma’s family also includes her 16-
year-old brother, Zachary, who is “won-
derful with his sister,” revealed Mrs.
Love. She added that she has “a very
supportive husband who is extremely
helpful, as well as my parents. We have
a very supportive family and terrific
friends who are always willing to help
us.”

For tickets or more information on the
benefit next week at the CDC Theatre,
contact Mrs. Love at (908) 693-1726 or
emmasroadtoecuador@gmail.com.

Emma Love

Local Library Announces
Visits By Author and Poet

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present Cranford
resident and author James T. Fisher
and Westfield poet Joy Ann Cabanos
(also known as Joy Lara) during sepa-
rate programs next week. Both events
will begin at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Mr. Fisher will discuss his book
“On the Irish Waterfront” on Tues-
day, October 26. In the book, he
examines the true crime story be-

hind Elia Kazan’s award-winning
1954 film On the Waterfront.

A professor of theology at Fordham
University, Mr. Fisher follows the tight
web of dockworkers, union organiz-
ers, crime bosses, politicians and
church leaders bound for decades to
the corrupt Irish-controlled ports. He
also spotlights the Jesuit priest John
M. “Pete” Corridan, a master tactician
who played politicians, the media and
even Hollywood powerbrokers in his
efforts to retake the ports.

Ms. Cabanos will read from her book
“Brightness” on Wednesday, October
27. Her poems have been published in
SubtleTea.com and Exit 13 Magazine.
She also is included in “The Baker’s
Dozen Vol. 3,” an anthology of works
by international poets, published by the
Cole Foundation in 2009.

Ms. Cabanos has had multiple
shows of her paintings, and she con-
tinues to exhibit her art locally and
internationally. She is a member of
the Contemporary Art Group and the
Westfield Art Society Drawing Group.

Her last solo exhibit, “New Eyes,”
featured her paintings and poems
together. The book “Brightness”
grew out of this pairing. In addition
to reading selections from her book,
Ms. Cabanos will lead some writing
exercises and games to help partici-
pants experience their creativity,
should there be any interest.

Both programs will be open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Junior Women to Begin
Coat Drive on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Junior Woman’s Club will spon-
sor its annual Charity Coat Drive from
October 24 to October 31. New or
gently used infant, child and adult
coats will be collected and donated to
citizens of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
as well as surrounding communities.

Coats may be dropped off during
normal business hours at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue, and the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey,
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The club invites all women who
are interested in making a difference
in their community, networking and
forming friendships to attend one of
its meetings.

The club meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month, Sep-
tember through June. Meetings are
held at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. To
learn more, visit spjwc.com.


