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Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $239
FULL EA.PC. 600 $329
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2080 $1149

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 600 $329
FULL EA.PC. 760 $419
QUEEN SET 1670 $899
KING SET 2590 $1399

We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our

exclusive selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman 

mattresses. Since 1893, the family-owned Shifman Mattress

Company has handcrafted its mattresses in America using

the finest materials, including up to 65 pounds of all-natural

cotton filling, to provide the ultimate in support and comfort.

Plus, each mattress is two-sided to assure the long-lasting

durability that makes them the best value available. 

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. 

Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.

Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. 

Consumer must take delivery of bedding by April 1, 2011.
**After Instant Savings prices based on purchase of complete set - no instant savings on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

TWO SIDES ARE

BETTER

THAN ONE.

two-sided mattresses for 

long-lasting comfort and value.

SAVE 

35~50%
PLUS UP TO $200

*

SATURN*
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 1410 $799 $786
FULL SET 1710 $959 $934
QUEEN SET 3720 $2099 $2024
KING SET 5330 $2999 $2899

ROYAL COMFORT PT*
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3650 $2049 $1999
FULL SET 4310 $2439 $2364
QUEEN SET 5090 $2899 $2799
KING SET 6920 $3899 $3699

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  •  NATURAL MATERIALS  •  TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES   •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

**INSTANT**INSTANT

FINAL

DAYS!!

Strauss
“COMMUNITY FIRST”

Need an answer from your councilman? 

Just go to a council meeting.

And wait for your turn.

And get your two minutes.

And wait until the majority checks with the party

Or…

Call or email  Independent Councilman Jeff Strauss and

tell him what’s on your mind.

And you can have more than 2 minutes. 

And not wait for him to check with his party boss.

Because he is an Independent Councilman, and his party boss is youy .

Fiscal discipline.

Reduction of costs through shared services with other local

Sound judgment.

Independent. Experienced.  There for you.

Paid for by Re-Elect Strauss to Township Council

1997 Duncan Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, October 21, 2010 and Saturday, October 23, 2010 at Ferraro’s South
(Catering Hall) in Westfield, New Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in
matrimonial law for over 38 years, and his group of other well-experienced
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions 
concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and parenting time,
division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court
review of changed financial and child related circumstances, how the current
economic climate will impact divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the 
law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St.

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777

www.ferrarossouth.com

Glover, LeStrange, Marcus Call for
Review of Scotch Plains Finances

CAMPAIGNING...Democratic council candidates Kevin Glover, Neal LeStrange
and Mickey Marcus call for a complete review of all Scotch Plains finances.

“In light of this week’s development
that the Township of Scotch Plains will to
have to cover a $100,000-plus deficit for
the Senior Citizens Housing Corpora-
tion, we are calling for a complete review
of all township accounts, agreements and
finances within the first 30 days of being
sworn in,” said Scotch Plains Council-
man Kevin Glover, who is seeking re-
election. “We need to know what other
agreements prior mayors and councils
have the township liable for.”

Another issue of concern for the Mr.
Glover and his  council running mates, Neil
LeStrange, and Michael Marcus is the “ap-
parent lack of oversight in paying bills,”
which they said has resulted in the township’s
“inability to get equipment repaired and
maintenance preformed promptly, and the
council agreeing to a multi-million-dollar
no-bid insurance contract.”

“This is pattern of fiscal mismanage-
ment – plain and simple,” said Mr.
LeStrange. “A few weeks ago, we be-
came aware that a repair facility was
refusing to release one of our front-end
loaders because the bill for approximately
$10,000 was not paid. This was on top of
the township failing to pay approximately
$24,000 for a previous invoice that was
nine months old for a different municipal
vehicle. “So, here we are talking about

the need to remind residents about up-
coming leaf-pickup, but no one is actu-
ally talking about the equipment being
available for the work,” he added.

“It’s one thing after another,” said Mr.
Marcus. “Homeowners were scheduled to
pay their latest installment of the township
sewer tax the same time the town council
award[ed] a $2-million insurance contact
without attempting to save money by put-
ting it out to bid. We should be exploring
every avenue available to save money –
not just conducting business as usual.”

County Freeholders
Need New Slogan

“We’re Connected To You!” is the slo-
gan of our Union County government.
This slogan is on every mailing we re-
ceive from them. It is also on those road
signs placed around the county’s borders
that announce you’re entering Union
County.

After years of annual Union County
tax increases that have averaged well
over 4.25 percent per year, shouldn’t the
motto of our Union County Freeholders
be amended to read – Union County,
We’re Connected To Your Wallet!

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

FW Dems Support
More Shared Services
We have heard your message loud and

clear. While out campaigning door-to-
door, talking informally with residents
and at the recent joint Fanwood-Scotch
Plains shared services forum, you’ve told
us you are looking to your elected mu-
nicipal leaders to save taxpayer money,
while retaining our excellent local ser-
vices.

We believe the recently released
shared-services report is a roadmap wor-
thy of our immediate attention and can-
not be ignored. If elected, this will be our
first priority.

The current Democratic council has
already demonstrated exemplary leader-
ship by taking several important steps
through workforce reductions and
outsourcing our police dispatching, both
of which have produced measurable sav-
ings.

We are committed to exploring all
shared service opportunities and imple-
menting programs that will reduce costs,
while preserving the sense of community
we all enjoy.

While public safety will never be for
sale, and inferior services will not be
tolerated, we firmly believe we can and
must save taxpayer dollars, and can do so
while retaining the high caliber of ser-
vices by finding partners to do more in
other areas.

The future of Fanwood is in your hands.

Kathy Mitchell
Kevin Boris

Dem Candidates
For Fanwood Council

Better Government:
The Freedom To Stay

In Your Home
What do Passaic, Essex, Union and

Bergen counties have in common? They
rank numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in national
rankings for the heaviest property tax
burdens in the country. This information
is from the Tax Foundation report that
was printed in the September 29 issue of
The Star-Ledger. This is a level of taxa-
tion that is unsustainable.

While campaigning for freeholder, I
have heard the following refrain. “My
house is paid off, but I can’t afford to live
here.” “I can’t afford the taxes but I can’t
sell my house.” ”I can’t afford another tax
increase.”

Believe me, I know there is a lot of
blame to go around. But we have to find
a way out of this. What is irrefutable is
that taxes are rising while many people
are under increasing financial pressure.
Government is eating up a bigger slice of
our incomes in the national, state and
local economies.

Hard decisions are not fun, but we have
no choice. If I get elected freeholder, I
promise to reduce spending, which does
not mean less effective government; it
means lower cost government. That means
more income for you and maybe the dif-
ference that allows you the freedom to stay
in your home.

Ellen Dickson
Summit

GOP Candidate
For Union County Freeholder

Strauss Shows His Independence
In Re-Election Bid for SP Council

With the election just two weeks away,
I wish to touch upon some of the signifi-
cant issues faced by our council and my
record over the past four years.

In early 2007, the major issue before
the council was haphazard and dangerous
parking at the high school that had ex-
isted for several years. Emotions ran high
and a majority of the council felt the
problem had to be solved once and for all.
We had a long public hearing with many
speakers. Despite the pressure applied to
me by my then party to kill or delay the
ordinance, I worked with three other coun-
cil members to revise, compromise and
pass the ordinance. The end result was a
4-1 vote (Councilman Glover voted no)
that vastly improved the situation by cre-
ating an orderly and safe system for stu-
dents, parents, and residents of surround-
ing neighborhoods. It was a clear suc-
cess.

One year later the township was in
need of improved recreational facilities
to accommodate the substantial growth
in the local sports organizations and the
incessant demands for good quality, low
maintenance fields that would accommo-
date increased demands and reflect our
town’s commitment to an improved qual-
ity of life. The sandlot behind the southside
fire station was the subject of many rec-
reation commission meetings to which I
have been the supportive council liaison
for the past four years.

The plan was reviewed and revised
several times with input from residents,
professionals and council members. Pub-
lic hearings explained and described the
need, the plan, the financing and the
benefits. The plans came to the then coun-
cil in a special televised public meeting
held at the high school. I introduced the
ordinance and actively worked to pass it
with other council members in a 4-1 vote
(Councilman Glover dissented). The ar-
tificial turf field complex has been com-
pleted and is in active use. Costs are
shared by the township and several sports
organizations.

I supported the last four township bud-
gets forged during difficult economic
times. Consequently, Scotch Plains has
become among the most respected com-
munities in the state for its fiscal disci-
pline and wisdom. There has been no
“business as usual” for at least the last
several years as the economic conditions
changed the way the economy and gov-
ernments have previously operated. The
last four budgets have been painstakingly
crafted to be fiscally prudent and trim
without massive layoffs and crippling
cuts that would have dramatically dimin-
ished our ability to provide the basic
services. Each of these past four years the
budgets, of which I have been an integral
part, have been strongly supported by
four of five council members and all
retained professionals.

In June 2008, our council created a
special improvement district to revitalize
and improve our downtown area busi-
nesses. The concept existed in many com-
munities around the state. Our effort was
led by then Deputy Mayor Malool. We
created the Special Improvement Dis-

trict-the Scotch Plains Management Cor-
poration (SPMC) – a strong business led
organization in public partnership, by a
4-1 vote (Councilman Glover voted no).
The corporation board struggled with ini-
tial start-up organizational issues so its
active implementation was delayed. How-
ever, in early 2010, just when the busi-
ness leaders developed dynamic plans for
moving forward, the council aggressively
confronted the organization and sought
to exert strong council control over its
operations.

The struggle concluded with a raucous
public hearing with warnings that council
control would severely damage the SPMC
efforts. These warnings went unheeded.
The council passed a resolution 4-1, over
my strong objection, that directly resulted
in the resignation of hardworking and
talented members of our business com-
munity. The SPMC was severely weak-
ened as warned. The importance was that
elected officials began to substitute their
own judgment as elected officials on the
operation of the separate and distinct
private business organization; the local
business leaders whose own businesses
were at issue were being usurped by the
council. I argued that the business com-
munity must make its own informed de-
cisions about what was best for its own
businesses since they have the most at
stake without elected officials taking con-
trol.

I believe our government must con-
tinue to increase savings and efficiencies
while eliminating redundancies. The state
revenue cap has been lowered to 2 per-
cent. Budget issues are more acute than
ever and require experience, balanced
judgment and knowledge to maximize
savings while protecting as many gov-
ernment services as possible. There are
no magic bullets (as campaign rhetoric
may provide) and no gimmicks (as often
suggested). It is critical to be realistic and
honest about what can be accomplished
and what cannot.

I am a member of all shared service
efforts in town. While working with
Mayor Malool, township officials and
Fanwood representatives on the shared
service study committee, we offered a
consultant’s study and report containing
plans for extensive shared services be-
tween Scotch Plains and Fanwood. I am
a strong and active proponent of imple-
menting greater shared services to stream-
line our government functions.

I am on the committee that is currently
the subject of public hearings. I intend to
proceed aggressively to work with others
to find long-term efficiencies in the op-
eration of our governments. It is through
cooperation, consensus building and te-
nacity that these efforts have the best
possible chance at success.

For more information and to discuss
the issues with me contact me at
ReElectStrauss2010@gmail .com,
jesnj@comcast.net and at Facebook: Re-
Elect Strauss to Township Council.

Jeffrey Strauss
Independent Candidate for

Scotch Plains Council


