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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

ARC Rail Tunnel Project ‘Does Not
Make Sense,’ Bury Says

Reader: ‘Get Used to Cell Towers,
Scotty; They’re Not Going Anywhere’

L. Chaney Never Played
Frankenstein Monster
The picture you have on Page 22 [of

last week’s October 14, 2010 edition] of
Lon Chaney is from Phantom of the Op-
era. To my knowledge, he did not ever
play the Frankenstein monster; that was
Boris Karloff.

Joe Felser
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains Resident Asks
Freeholders: ‘Have you No Shame?’

Rescue Shows Power
Of Working Together
The heroic rescue of the miners in

Chile is a great example of what can be
accomplished in a relatively short period
of time when hundreds or thousands of
people work together for a common cause.

Just imagine what could be accom-
plished if the members of Congress, state
and local governments worked together
for the good of all Americans.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

WF Reader Addresses The Link
Between Cell Phones and Cancer

Fanwood Mayor Mahr: Dems Have Real Solutions

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan’s argu-
ments for building the ARC [rail] tunnel
reflect on his profligate stewardship of
the county.

Whether it’s $600,000 for a dog park,
$45 million for solar panels, $10 million
for a golf clubhouse or even $300 for a
catered freeholder meeting, any expendi-
ture can be justified as growing the
economy.

However, what this spending spree
grows primarily is the tax burden that
gives New Jersey the highest property
taxes in the nation and puts Union as the
third-highest-taxed county in the country

as a percentage of income.
If the ARC tunnel made fiscal sense,

then there are financing arrangements
that would allow the private sector to
undertake the project and create jobs natu-
rally. It doesn’t make sense.

The decimation of the financial sector
and the expanded use of Internet com-
merce decrease the need for rail commut-
ing to New York City. Were the ARC to
move forward, the first passengers would
be favored political donors jockeying for
seats on the gravy train.

John Bury
Kenilworth

I am writing regarding the proposed
cell tower in Westfield. First, let me say
that Alexandra Sanford’s letter last week
was well stated, well written and made
interesting and valid points.

While we all deplore the possibility of
a cell tower in Westfield – and the medi-
cal havoc it could wreak – we all continue
to use our cell phones and buy our kids
cell phones, thus perpetuating the need
for more towers. The need for more cell
towers is not going to decrease as long as
we all keep talking and texting on them.
To complain about cell towers makes us
all hypocrites.

Like you all, I use my cell phone on a
daily basis. This use has increased steadily
over the last four years, which is when I
purchased my first model. We have seen
cell phone use go from mere phone calls
to text messages and now to e-mails.

We chat while we walk, while we drive
and text during the movie throughout
dinner and during a meeting. Heck, I even
have friends and family who have dis-
connected their land lines all together and
are now exclusively cellular.

With traffic only getting heavier, the
need for more towers to transmit conver-
sation and information should not come
as a surprise to any of us. And while it’s
easy to say “not in my yard!” it’s difficult
to answer, “where else should it go?” and

I’m afraid you have to ask yourself that
question.

Again, cell phones are not going away,
and the technology on these gadgets only
seems to get better and faster as the prices
get cheaper and cheaper thus warranting
more and more use and...more towers.

If we don’t build more towers, but
increase use as well as information being
exchanged, that just means less towers
supporting that information. It also means
towers that are further apart. That just
means slower service, and well, we all
know how inconvenient that is.

I am not saying, “build the tower in
Westfield!” and I am not saying I endorse
the building of said tower in any other
residential area. What I am saying is that
the cell phone has become ubiquitous,
which means that the cell tower will have
to do the same.

Unless we all stop using cell phones –
or decrease our use drastically – this will
not change. The only thing we can hope
for (to echo last week’s editorial) is better
technology to transmit the ever-increas-
ing information load.

In the meantime, get used to cell tow-
ers, Scotty, because they’re not going
anywhere.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

Your editorial on the cell tower asks:
“But why, then, is one told that holding
your cell phone next to your brain could
cause damage?” The answer is simple:
you are told that by people who have done
zero research and think of chain e-mails
of urban legends as equivalent to, say,
asking the National Cancer Institute for
its opinion.

However, although we are all have that
one acquaintance who fills our inbox
with revelations that deodorant causes
cancer, the idea that The Leader / Times
would not spend the mere seconds it takes
to answer its own question – cancer.gov/
cancertopics/factsheet/risk/cellphones –

for example, is frightening. As journal-
ists, you have a professional and an ethi-
cal responsibility not to spread such base-
less fears.

If you had pointed out that many of
those claiming without scientific sup-
port that a cell tower was a health risk are
the same people who cannot drive one
block without their cell phones pressed
to their ear, and whose children have
them pressed to their heads or in their
hands every second they are not in school,
you would have been far more accurate
and principled.

David Machlowitz
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
addressed to Freeholder Chairman Dan
Sullivan.

Thank you for your timely reminder of
just how out of touch you and your col-
leagues are on the Union County Board
Of Chosen Freeholders.

Your attack on Governor [Chris]
Christie’s decision to not go forward with
the ARC [tunnel] project confirms that
you really have no idea what is important
to the people who you claim to represent
in Union County.

The governor shut the project down
because we simply cannot afford it, a
concept that is completely foreign to you
tax-borrow-and-spend Democrats, who
have resulted in Union County having the
second-highest property taxes in the na-
tion.

Let me say it again; little Union County,
an area of a few square miles, has the
second-highest property taxes in this
whole big country of ours. You should be
embarrassed by this; it is nothing to be
proud of. It will be what all nine of you are
remembered for, quite the legacy that you
have set up for our children. It doesn’t
seem to matter to you that many here in
the county simply cannot afford to con-
tinue to live here while you continue your
out-of-control spending.

You need only to drive around the
county to figure out how we earned our
dubious title. In the past 10-plus years,
you have recklessly borrowed to build
one lavish building after another. Begin-
ning with the huge engineering offices on
South Avenue in Scotch Plains and the
vulgar monstrosities on North Avenue in

Westfield, have you no shame?
I find the timing of your grand opening

of the arts school building [in Scotch
Plains] to be completely offensive. At a
time when people are losing their jobs,
houses and struggling to make ends meet,
you folks are pictured in this very news-
paper congratulating yourselves on yet
another expensive project that the aver-
age person in this county could have done
without.

Do you really think that the wave of
voter anger and frustration sweeping the
country does not apply to you, too? Has it
been lost on the nine of you that your
residents on Social Security are not get-
ting a cost-of-living increase yet again
this year? Please remember this when it
comes to doing your budget next year.
Realize that people in your county have
less money to live on; you should be
doing all that you can to respond to this
and bring in a flat budget. Please take the
time to find out what the folks who you
claim to represent really want.

When faced with a choice of more of
your out-of-control spending or lower
taxes, I think you will agree that most, if
not all, would prefer lower taxes. We
absolutely do not need, and cannot af-
ford, the millions of dollars currently
being considered to be spent on upgrad-
ing two area parks. Suspend the Music
Fest for a couple of years. There are so
many ways for you to save money. All it
will take is the will on your part to stop
this madness!

Geraldine Keogh
Scotch Plains

Former WF Mayor Jardim Calls
ARC Tunnel ‘A Wise Investment’

I thought it important to correct a couple
of inaccuracies in your commentary in
last week’s Leader regarding the ARC
tunnel project.

First, you wrote that the trains in the
new tunnel will not go to New York’s
Penn Station. This is incorrect. In actual-
ity, the terminus for the tunnel will be an
expanded New York Penn Station, and
riders will have direct connections to
NYC subways at 8th, 7th and 6th av-
enues, as well as PATH.

Because the ARC tunnel doubles the
number of trains arriving from west of the
Hudson River, additional platform and
station capacity must be constructed.

Second, you questioned the plan and
the cost associated with electrifying the
Raritan Valley line, since Raritan Valley
trains are powered by diesel rather than
electric locomotives, and because diesel
trains are not permitted in the existing or
new ARC tunnels. You then stated that,
“hybrid trains have been discussed.”

Of course, the facts are that hybrid
trains not only have been discussed, but
they are actually currently being built for
NJ Transit. Indeed, NJ Transit originally
purchased 26 of these locomotives in
2008 and, because the dual-mode loco-
motive technology has proven so suc-
cessful, ordered another 10 locomotives
in July 2010.

These trains will be built regardless of
what happens with the ARC tunnel, and
the funds for these locomotives have al-
ready been committed by the state.

We all want to be taxed less, and we all
want the government to take less of our
hard-earned money. But we have to be
able to distinguish between lavish and
wasteful government spending, and those
projects from which we will benefit for
many years to come. The ARC tunnel
project fits into this latter category and is
a wise investment worth making.

Tom Jardim
Westfield

September 23, 2010 – Bombardier
unveiled its new dual mode locomotive at
Innotrans 2010 in Berlin. It is to be used
on the new Train de l’Est commuter line
in Montreal, and some lines of the New
Jersey Transit (NJT).

Fanwood Shared Services: On 911
Call, I Want a Rapid Police Response

As the mayor of Fanwood for the past
seven years, I take great pride in repre-
senting this community and share with all
of my taxpaying colleagues on the mu-
nicipal council a concerted effort to pro-
vide our residents with quality services at
a reasonable cost.

Therefore, I read with great interest a
recent interview conducted by Council-
man Anthony Parenti and his running
mate, Jason Benedict, that recent reduc-
tions in municipal taxes are a result of a
“trend….that began as the GOP gained
increased presence on the council.”

The reality is that although our Repub-
lican colleagues “looked at each line
item,” it was the leadership of the Demo-
cratic-controlled council that developed
and executed a strategic and systematic
plan in anticipation of the pending state
cap to ensure that we could cut costs
without any adverse service affects on
our taxpaying residents.

Over the past two years, we have re-
duced government spending by reducing
the size of our workforce by more than 10
percent, or five full-time employees, ex-
panded our shared-services efforts by
contracting the services of our tax collec-
tor, outsourced our social and welfare
services and, most notably, partnered with
Union County to manage our dispatching
services.

The Republican candidates state we
should be joining purchasing consortiums
or using the County of Union to purchase

in larger scale. Fanwood has been doing
that for years. We recently instituted a
borough-wide centralized purchasing
system that has resulted in the savings of
countless dollars.

The Democratic majority has increased
revenue by securing more than $1 million
in extraordinary aid that allowed us to
tackle many long-forgotten and -ignored
capital projects. I am proud of the leader-
ship of my Democratic colleagues, who

have generated real solutions and taken
decisive action to help all Fanwood resi-
dents.

Now, I ask you to help me to continue
the progress by re-electing Kathy Mitchell
and electing Kevin Boris on November 2.
To learn more about Kathy and Kevin,
please visit www.fanwooddems.com

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

I have followed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood shared services study since it
was first introduced last June, attended
the public meetings and read the recently
issued report. While the report includes
considerable information on organiza-
tion and finance, it did not include an
assessment of current or prospective ser-
vices.

The proposed consolidation of the po-
lice departments is the basis for projected
savings, if a number of Fanwood police
officers retire or are laid off. Further,
those savings include outdated informa-
tion on police dispatch, which Fanwood
has already transferred to the county.

A major deficiency of this report is the
lack of recognition of the Fanwood PD’s
service to our community with a two-
minute response time to emergency calls,

which can exceed 200 a month.
At the public meeting last week, the

study consultant stated that the response
time would not change in a consolidation,
but the night patrol would be reduced to
one officer. His statement is quite trou-
bling because there is no citation in the
report and shows a complete lack of un-
derstanding crime prevention.

I have never called the Fanwood PD in
20 years and I hope not to in the future.
But if any of my neighbors or I do make
a 911 call, I want a rapid police response
to the emergency situation. That is the
primary service that I am paying taxes
for.

Joe Britt
Fanwood GOP Chairman

WF Resident Addresses
Garwood Incident

I have read a recent letter to the editor
regarding a parking ticket that was given
to a resident of Westfield. That error was
corrected by the chief of police.

On October 6, a similar thing hap-
pened to me on West Street in Garwood.
I dropped my daughter off at gymnastics
on the corner of West Street and South
Avenue. I pulled over to the curb on West
Street in a “no standing zone” because a
Garwood police officer was blocking the
entrance to a parking lot I generally use to
let my daughter out of the car. (Was this
entrapment?)

It took all of nine seconds for my
daughter to exit the car and cross the
street safely. A week later, a ticket arrives
in the mail addressed to my father (owner
of the vehicle). They issued the occupied
car a ticket, not the driver. I was the driver
of the vehicle.

The police officer did not even leave
his car. He used the nine seconds to take
down the license-plate number; I know it
was nine seconds because I went back
there with my daughter to reenact and see
how long it took.

When I spoke with Captain [Leonard]
DiStefano on October 12, he stated to me
that anything done was on his instruc-
tions. He also stated that if the ticket was
not paid, a warrant for arrest would be
issued for my father. He is 79 years old
and is currently out of the country. This
was intimidation on the part of Captain
DiStefano.

I have written to the mayor and the
police chief in Garwood in hope that they
follow the example of [Westfield Police]
Chief [John] Parizeau and correct this
obvious mistake.

The Garwood police need to stop block-
ing the entrance to the parking lot. Unless
of course the lot owner owner prohibits
its use. I have been using it for three years
without issue for drop-off, not parking.

Geri Ronge
Westfield

The American Spirit, Has It Shifted
6,000 Miles to the South?

“Feel Good” stories displaying the best of the human
spirit; strength, commitment, faith and unselfishness —
with a happy ending are so rare these days. Perhaps that’s
why about one billion people followed the rescue last
week of the Chilean miners. In somewhat disbelief, the
world saw government, elected officials and the people
actually working together, without the BS, and with a
common goal, to save the miners buried for two months
one-half a mile underground.

It was all hands on deck for miners, engineers and
constructors from around the world to pitch in too; includ-
ing NASA with their human space flight confinement
knowledge and two small companies from Pennsylvania
with unique drilling expertise. The miners were saved.

The joy and pride of the Chileans were inspiring. Could
this be real, what was being shown on television? It
caused many in our nation to reflect, “The American
Spirit, Has It Shifted 6,000 Miles to the South?”

Having been to the copper mines on top of the Andes
Mountains in Chile along with other engineers from
Westfield and from New Jersey, I can attest to the spirit of
their people and to the extreme challenges of the Atacama
desert. It is important to note that those in the U.S. and in
Chile are good friends and cooperate on these magnifi-
cent ventures. From this, it’s easy to understand why the
Chilean people with their rescue provide us with a re-
minder of how we should act and do – as we Americans

have conducted ourselves so many times in the past. Is it
that we just need to reaffirm our faith and confidence?

ESCONDIDA…Copper mining at 13,000 feet. Without a
drop of rain in 40 years, the Atacama high desert plateau in
the Andes Mountains in northern Chile is considered the
driest part of the planet. It has the appearance similar to the
surface of the moon. This area is the major source of the
world’s copper. Locate saline water in a volcanic aquifer.
Link multi-lingual engineering teams from around the world.
Convert ocean going cargo containers to living quarters.
That’s what it’s like at the driest part of the planet.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thuriferous – Bearing frankincense
2. Pleon – The abdomen of any crusta-

cean
3. Intagliated – Engraved or stamped

in
4. Inspissate – Thickened by evapora-

tion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction

MAZAMA
1. A type of dugout canoe
2. The Rocky Mountain goat
3. A slaughterhouse for cattle
4. Starvation

STERCORACEOUS
1. Having a well-formed jaw
2. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
3. Having the nature of feces
4. Discolored or blackened

JACARE
1. A Brazilian alligator
2. A Hindu trader or merchant
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A fish net

ARCTATION
1. An eruption of blood from an artery
2. Contraction of a natural opening
3. A thundering or lightning
4. The act of curling or coiling

Fanwood Candidates
Forum Oct. 25

The public is invited to the televised
Fanwood Candidates Forum at Borough
Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, October 25
sponsored by The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Times and aired by Fanwood TV. Please
send candidate questions to
editor@goleader.com

 Oct. 26 Scotch Plains
Candidates Forum

The public is invited to the televised
Scotch Plains Candidates Forum at the
municipal building at 7:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, October 26 sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and aired by
Scotch Plains TV. Please send candidate
questions to editor@goleader.com.

See more letters on page 18

Next week, October 28, is our special
election edition. Please submit letters and
ads early, if possible. See:

goleader.com/
10election/

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
www.ucnj.org


