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Raritan Line Coalition
rests on the completion of another NJ
Transit project, “Portal Bridge South,”
which involves replacing a bridge on
the Northeast Corridor that goes over
the Hackensack River in the swamp-
land in lower Hudson County. Cur-
rently, the bridge in question is a swing
bridge that has to be opened up to let
ships pass. The Portal Bridge South
project will replace that bridge with a
taller one that will allow ships to pass
under it while rail traffic can continue
to travel uninterrupted.

“The south portal would basically
be the driveway to the new proposed
rail tunnel,” explained Mr. Weinstein.
“[The south portal] is a 100 percent
paid for by New Jersey project. The
MTA [Metropolitan Transportation
Authority] is not going to partici-
pate in the Portal South Project. At
this point, that project is probably
going to be about $800 million.”

When pressed to give an estimate on
how long it would take before commut-
ers can get a one-seat ride from any stop
along the Raritan Valley Line into New
York, Mr. Weinstein stated it would  take
anywhere from 18 months to two years
to get dual-mode locomotives in opera-
tion and make a one-seat ride a reality.

“We can’t use the ARC tunnel until
Portal South is built,” Mr. Weinstein
stated.

Following Mr. Weinstein’s testimony,
several local elected officials in the
audience commented on the necessity

for the ARC  tunnel’s construction.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender

(LD-22, Fanwood) remarked: “Don’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater;
we need this tunnel.” Asw. Stender also
said property values along the Raritan
Valley Line would increase with the
completion of the tunnel.

Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford stated that, “As
somebody who has ridden this line
many times, it’s hard not to feel like
second-class citizens because we don’t
have a direct link [to New York Penn
Station].”

“A lot of times, you’re just sitting
there waiting for a freight train to go
by,” she said. “I happen to feel that
passenger service should come before
freight service.”

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel Sullivan of Elizabeth,
who sits on the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority, told Mr.
Weinstein, “If this project doesn’t
happen now, in all honesty, it will
never happen. I don’t think we’re
ever going to be in a better position
[than we are in right now].”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr also
came and petitioned for the tunnel’s
completion on behalf of her residents.

“I go to my train station in the morn-
ing. I was here at Westfield [train sta-
tion] this morning talking to commut-
ers. They want you to re-negotiate the
deal,” Mayor Mahr said.

they’re a police employee.”
“I think it goes without saying that

we all are pretty angry about property
taxes,” Fanwood Mayor Mahr stated.
“You’re angry; I sure as hell am angry.”

Mayor Mahr also stated that there
would be another forum on Wednes-
day, November 10, about this same
topic, again held at the high school,
for anyone who might not have been
able to attend the first meeting.
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SP-F BOE Honors Tenured
Staff And Administrators

BY KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Board of Edu-
cation and parents received a presenta-
tion last Thursday on the students test
scores on the New Jersey Assessment
of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) test.

Assistant Superintendent Joan
Mast said scores are compared to the
state average as well as members of
the District Factor Group (DFG) 1
which includes Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Cranford, New Providence,
Summit, Westfield and Mountainside.

According to the state’s literature
on the test, DFG’s are put together by
an approximate measure of a
community’s relative socioeconomic
status (SES). The state reports that
DFG’s are calculated by the percent
of adults with no high school di-
ploma, percent of adults with some
college education, occupational sta-
tus, unemployment rate, percent of
individuals in poverty and the me-
dian family income.

According to the slides presented
by Ms. Mast, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood scored a total of 5.2 per-
cent higher than the total DFG1 and
16.2 percent higher than the state for
their grade 3 scores for language
arts.

For grade 8 in language arts, SPF
scored a 96.3 percent while the DFG1
scored a 94 percent and the state
scored an 83 percent. Grade 11 score
results in language arts revealed that
SPF scored a 93.1 percent while the
DFG1 scored a 96.3 percent and the
state scored an 87 percent.

Math scores for the 2010 in grade
3 showed SPF with a 91 percent, the
DFG1 with an 89 percent and the
state scoring a 78 percent. Grade 8
was reported as scoring 88.3 percent
for Scotch Plains, an 88.4 percent
for the DFG1 and a 68.3 percent for
the state. For 11th grade the math
scores were 88.3 percent for Scotch
Plains, 89.2 percent for the DFG1
and 74.3 percent for the state.

Board of Education member
Donald Parisi stated, “In general I
am pleased with the report. It seems,
for the most part, we are doing about
the same if not better that the district

group. There are a few points that
need some work, but overall, I feel
the students’ needs are being ad-
dressed.”

At the start of Thursday’s meet-
ing, 27 teachers and three adminis-
trators were honored at a newly ten-
ured teachers reception held at Ev-
ergreen School. This reception,
which preceded the Scotch Plains
Board of Education meeting, hon-
ored members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood education system to their
peers, friends and family members
in a standing room only crowd.

Those recognized from the el-
ementary schools included Jessica
McClellan and Samantha Werres-
Carroll from Brunner School, Harry
Musto and Courtney Nemec from
Coles School, Yana Faynshteyn,
Michelle Stoller and Meghan Zagari
from the Evergreen school and
Allison Weiner from the McGinn
School. Lynda Chan-Lo, JoAnn
Feinstein, Nikki Glinski, Katherine
L’Heureux and Jaclyn Stoller were
also recognized from School One.

Teachers from the Park Middle
School who were tenured included
Sacha Batra, Shannon Bishop, Chris-
tine Krasovsky and Brian Rawlins.
Terrill Middle School teachers in-
cluded Angela Atkinson, Viviana
Jimenez and Margaret Shelton.

Elyse Dick, Lauren Dooley, Ryan
Goracy, Lindsay Murphy, Cynthia
Prybella and Suzanne Wojcik are all
the teachers tenured from the high
school.

Also honored included adminis-
trators Scott Bortnick, Linda Ma-
terna, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Assistant Principal Tim
Donahue.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes addressed the audience
stating, “It is my sincere hope that
these teachers and administrators
have extremely long careers here.”

During the reception the board
also unanimously approved a reso-
lution declaring October as “Na-
tional Principals month” and honor-
ing the contributions of the eight
principals that work for the schools
in the district.

Digiplex Purchases Rialto
And Cranford Movie Theaters

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Owner Jesse
Sayegh has sold the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield and the Cranford Theatre
to Digital Cinema Destinations Cor-
poration (Digiplex Destination). Both
will continue to show movies; how-
ever, new operator A. Dale “Bud”
Mayo envisions the theaters as “in-
teractive entertainment centers” that
could additionally offer the ability to
view live sporting events, concerts
and operas, among other concepts.

As Mr. Mayo’s plan, which he
hopes will spawn into a “national
circuit,” takes shape, Westfield’s the-
ater will serve as the company’s head-
quarters, with Mr. Sayegh continuing
as landlord of the property.

On Tuesday, Westfield welcomed
Mr. Mayo, who laid out his vision to
representatives from both towns and
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, as well as the media, underneath
Rialto’s landmark marquee.

Before introducing the new owner,
Mr. Sayegh thanked the community
for its support over the 14 years he
has operated local theaters in this
region.

“I feel we have done a nice job
since coming in, keeping both the-
aters alive as well as renovating them
(Westfield twice, Cranford once). We
have served the community well in
our presence and in our product
throughout the years,” Mr. Sayegh
told the crowd, as he spoke outside
the East Broad Street film house. “As
I’m leaving, rest assured that I am
leaving you in good hands.”

Mr. Mayo, a veteran of the indus-
try, was the founder and chief execu-
tive officer of Clearview Cinemas in
metropolitan New York. After selling
Clearview in 2000 to Cablevision, he
founded digital-cinema leader
Cinedigm Digital Cinema Corpora-
tion, which focused on converting
theaters from film to digital.

“We’re still going to play movies
just the way theaters have always
done, but we’re going add another
dimension – because we can,” Mr.
Mayo said. “And that dimension is a
choice for consumers to come to a
movie or see a program – lecture
series, concert, Met Opera – all en-
abled by the digital era. And we’re
going to take advantage of that over
the coming years.”

The new operator said he is “really
looking forward to being part of this
community (Westfield), as well as
Cranford, because it’s a combina-
tion. We see this as a virtual eleven-
plex…We want to get to know who’s
here, and we want to communicate
with you.”

Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said she is “thrilled” to have
Digiplex in Westfield.

“We are thrilled you are going to
maintain the hometown feel of the
beloved Rialto,” she said.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith added
that Mr. Mayo’s acquisition “sends a
very clear message…Downtown
Westfield and Downtown Cranford
are alive and well. This will give
people additional reasons to stop by.”

Mr. Mayo said the current formula
– whereby Cranford caters to an older
audience, and Westfield focuses on
more kid-friendly movies – works,
and he does not anticipate changing
that.

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.
Cranford does an excellent job in
playing art and independent films
aimed at a more adult audience. Here
(in Westfield), we have younger fami-
lies and a younger audience,” Mr.
Mayo said.

The need for movie theaters to
adapt, Mr. Mayo said, is predicated

on understanding people’s habits.
“We all know that for theaters
throughout the country, they are not
filled with people from Sunday to
Thursday. Something happens. Their
movie-going habits change.”

Ideally, Mr. Mayo said, additional
programming would complement the
movie offerings and help bolster the
weaker periods.

“The objective is to fill the seats
that are empty, not to displace the
seats that are otherwise sold,” he told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“What’s additive is, from Monday to
Thursday, having a number of differ-
ent programs going for audiences
that are not normally coming in large
numbers to theaters.”

He even envisions “eventizing”
sports games, including the
Superbowl, and coordinating corre-
sponding activities with the town.

“If it’s a football game, we’d like to
have tailgate parties. We’d like to
arrange with the town to create a
festival,” he added.

When asked if there would be
changes – even cosmetic ones – under
the new leadership, Mr. Mayo said,
“Not meaningfully…We might try to
jazz up the marquee a little bit, to
restore it to what it once was. There’s
nothing wrong with this theater. Jesse
just fixed it up. There are three digital
screens that are 3D. We need the other
three to be digital, too. Probably 3D,
also, so we can move the movies
around… We need to make sure we
have 11 screens all equipped to play
the best movies.”

Glen Gilbert, marketing director for
Digiplex, said “the essence” of the
local theaters would not be changing.

“People who frequent these the-
aters should not be concerned. In fact,
they should be happy that we are go-
ing to refresh and extend that brand
and make it that much enjoyable to go
to the theater. In no way does it be-
come a ten-plex on a highway…You
can justifiably think of Westfield and
Cranford as becoming the incubators,
of sorts, for what will be done nation-
ally,” Mr. Gilbert said.

sented a joint legislative resolution
honoring retiring Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe, who was attending
her final meeting before leaving her
position next month after 53 years
with the township government. Mrs.
Stender called the clerk’s post “such
an important job and so critical to the
function of our democracy.” She
called Mrs. Riepe’s five-plus decades
of employment “remarkable.” After
Mrs. Stender’s presentation, Mayor
Malool gave Mrs. Riepe a bouquet of
flowers and asked that she return for
the council’s November 15 meeting
for a more formal send-off.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance revamping the township’s
oversight of how hawkers, peddlers
and solicitors can operate within
Scotch Plains. Licenses will be re-
quired in order to engage in such
activities and such licenses will have
to be clearly displayed, according to
the ordinance, which will be voted on
at the council’s November 15 meet-
ing. The ordinance also sets out per-
mitted hours of operation, between 9
a.m. and 9 p.m., and sets limits on
where peddlers, solicitors and can-
vassers can operate.

At the start of the meeting, two
proclamations were issued honoring
Halloween birthdays for two town-
ship residents — Elsie Greer, who
will turn 101, and Alice Ragner, who
will mark her 102nd birthday.

their car and walk around this entire
park and not have to interact with a
vehicle. We wanted to separate pe-
destrians from vehicles and make it a
more enjoyable experience,” he said.

The county, for added revenue,
could rent the existing and newly
renovated historic house at the en-
trance to Oak Ridge, Mr. Reiner said.

Jeffrey Janota of Birdsall said the
goal of the updated parks master plan
is “to create a balance between the
past and what the county needs for
the future.” He said the plan also
attempts to link county parks “to cre-
ate a system where you could walk
from one end of the county to the
other.”

Mr. Reiner added that one of the
ways the master plan accomplishes
this is by converting defunct rail lines
into walking trails. “So you would
have a [trail] that would take you
from Cranford all the way up to the
Watchung Reservation,” he said.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
he does not know why the parks have
to be linked. “Is there really going to
be anybody who is going to be walk-
ing from one to the other? Most people
do have cars,” he said.

In addition to attending county
events to solicit input from park us-
ers, 307 questionnaires were com-
pleted by county residents.

Eyeing the small number of re-
sponses to the parks survey, Mr.
Buettner said he had to “question the
science behind that study.”

Thirteen recreation directors also
responded to the county parks survey.
He said they listed soccer as the most
popular parks activity, followed by bas-
ketball, baseball, softball and lacrosse.
“In a lot of cases, there is a lot of cross-
use of these fields,” Mr. Janota said.

Improvements at Warinanco also
would include an added bicycle lane
separated from traffic, 216 additional
parking spaces to be located through-
out the park, and an additional en-
trance. A existing natural grass field
would be converted into synthetic

turf while existing tennis courts, a
picnic area, boat house and restrooms
would be renovated. Spray parks,
playgrounds and basketball courts
would be added to the park along
with expansion of walking trails from
five to 8.1 miles.

Tina Renna of Cranford called the
master plan “a dream.” “If you said to
someone, ‘you have a blank check,
go out and do whatever you want, this
is what you would do,’” she said,
adding that county taxes “have gone
up 100 percent in the past decade”
and that “people have no money to
give you (in tax hikes).”

A fully bound draft of the master
plan will be completed and sent to the
freeholders in two weeks. Mr. Sullivan
said, when completed, he would like
the parks master plan to be made
available on the county’s website.

At the start of the meeting, Direc-
tor of Golf Operations Armando
Sanchez said the county’s two golf
courses, Galloping Hill in Union and
Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, raked in
$3.4 million in revenues, a 30-per-
cent, or $1 million, hike over last
year. While Bergen, Morris and
Somerset counties have experienced
2- to 3-percent increases in golf
rounds this year, Union County saw a
24-percent hike in rounds.

“This is definitely a step in the
right direction,” Mr. Sanchez said.

The county hired Illinois-based
KemperSports to manage its golf
operations last year following defi-
cits that resulted in the closing of Oak
Ridge and the opening of a new driv-
ing range at Galloping Hill with a
banquet facility to follow.

On another matter, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi said that, to date, a
new $3 surcharge on land records re-
corded by her office has netted $60,000
that will go into a homeless trust fund
established by the county. She expects
the fund will double to $120,000 within
the next six months. The fund was
established through a state law signed
by former Governor Jon Corzine.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING HIS WESTFIELD FILM DEBUT...New Jersey movie-theater entrepre-
neur A. Dale “Bud” Mayo has purchased the Rialto Theatre in Westfield, pictured
as the backdrop, and the Cranford Theatre. On  Tuesday morning, he announced
in a press conference his intention to have the theaters serve as the “incubator” for
his new concept of “out-of-home entertainment.” The theaters will continue to show
movies, but once coverted to full digital projection in early next year, the two
theaters will also show events such as live sports events, concerts and opera.

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA...Dave Williams, of Williams Nursery of Westfield,
and a Geisha read The Westfield Leader at the Kodaji Temple in Kyoto. Geishas
are traditional, female Japanese entertainers.
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WF Recommends Upping
Parking-Permit Fees

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council was informed of a
change to the Central Avenue corri-
dor project and discussed possibly
raising parking fees at Tuesday night’s
conference session.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon told
the council that Union County is
changing the type of light at the pe-
destrian-crossing location on Cen-
tral Avenue near Clover Street.

The pedestrian-crossing signal had
recently come under criticism by resi-
dents along Central Avenue, includ-
ing the resident on whose property
the light was installed. The light that
the county initially installed, but has
not yet put into operation, was a stan-
dard green-yellow-red, which would
remain green unless activated by a
pedestrian to stop traffic.

The new light, which will be in-
stalled in the next four to six weeks,
will be dark until activated by a pe-
destrian who wishes to cross Central
Avenue. When activated, the light
will become yellow and then become
flashing red to alert traffic to stop for
the pedestrian.

According to Acting Mayor Mark
Ciarrocca, this type of light was “part
of what we originally discussed in
public meetings” and was recom-
mended by the town’s traffic expert;
however, it was removed from the
project by the county.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
questioned if it was the right deci-
sion, as people might miss seeing the
light because they do not expect it.
She said that people ran the four-way
stop signs at South Chestnut Street
and Fourth Avenue near Gumbert Park
when they were first installed, and
she stated her concern that some-
thing similar might occur.

“It’s not a stop sign; this is a red
flashing light,” Councilman James
Foerst told her.

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca an-
nounced that the Finance Committee
and the Public Safety Committee are
recommending that parking permit
fees and on-street parking fees be
raised for the first time in five years.

The committees are recommend-
ing that fees for permits in lots 3 and
8 – the South Avenue Train Station
lot and the North Avenue lot – from
$576 to $636 a year and raising the
fee for lot 6 (Waterson Street) from
$360 to $390 per year.

Additionally, the committees are
recommending that on-street meter

parking fees be raised from 50 cents
an hour to 75 cents an hour, which
would affect 195 spaces. The council
will consider these fees in ordinance
form at a future meeting.

“Pay stations will not change” from
50 cents an hour, Acting Mayor
Ciarrocca said. The town estimates
that $173,000 in additional revenue
would be realized from these in-
creases, which Mr. Ciarrocca said
would be used to help lower budget
deficits.

He said that this is a way for the
town to raise revenue and that they
are trying “to do it in a way that gives
people options.”
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Shabbat Pray and Play
On Tap October 30

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under to a
Shabbat Pray and Play event on Satur-
day, October 30, beginning at 10 a.m.

Led by Student Cantor Vicky
Glikin, this 30-minute interactive
service will feature music, maracas,
puppets and parachutes. A free bagel
brunch will follow in the playroom.
Older siblings will be welcome.

“This isn’t your ordinary children’s
service,” said Temple Sholom Direc-
tor of Education Michelle Shapiro
Abraham. “It’s like where Shabbat
meets Gymboree. The kids are en-
couraged to jump up, dance, sing and
play along. Afterwards, everyone gets
a chance to nosh and get to know one
another over bagels.”

The temple is located in the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues. The
chapel is around the corner off Marian
Avenue. Attendees should enter through
the door on Marian marked Temple
Sholom. To learn more, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.


