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Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOK AT ME, GRANDMA..Lucas Mirzwa of Scotch Plains gets a boost from
his grandmother, Marilyn Lubin of Old Bridge, as he makes himself comfort-
able on a Caterpillar earth mover at the fourth annual Touch-a-Truck event,
sponsored by the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, held Saturday at the
South Avenue parking lot of the Westfield Train Station. The profits from the
event will support families in crisis in Union County.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...Colin O’Kell of Boy Scout Troop No. 104 volunteers as a crossing guard at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church during last Sunday’s CROP Walk. According to Rector Jane Rockman of All Saints’ Church, all money
raised through the walk will benefit Church World Service, which seeks to wipe out hunger worldwide. Twenty-five
percent of the money is donated to the Donald DeNitzio Memorial Fund, which aids local families in need.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEATED DISCUSSION...Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood)
makes a comment regarding the Access to the Region’s Core transit tunnel
project at Monday’s meeting of the Raritan Valley Line Coalition. She made her
comments to James Weinstein, executive director of NJ Transit, who spoke at the
meeting on the status of the project.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING BACK IN TIME...The Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains
presented “Ragtime to Jazz,” which included Edwardian-era fashions and
ragtime music played on an antique gramophone, as part of last weekend’s
“Four Centuries in a Weekend: A Journey through Union County History” tour
through some two dozen sites in the county.

Consultant: Merging Depts. Would
Save Taxpayers 10 Percent on Bills

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A consultant told
residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood last week that recommen-
dations in a shared services study
conducted for the two towns would
produce $2 million in savings and
result in a 10-percent savings for the
average taxpayer in the two commu-
nities on the municipal portion of
their bills.

Dan Mason of Jersey Professional
Management (JPM) of Cranford
made his comments last Wednesday
night at the first of two community
forums at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School to discuss the findings

of the report. The report came out of
deliberations by a shared services
committee made up of representa-
tives from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The eight-month-long
study reviewed how sharing services
between the two municipalities could
result in reduced costs and, therefore,
a reduction in property taxes for resi-
dents of both towns. The study, which
was conducted by JPM from April
2009 to December 2009, was financed
by a $48,000 grant from the state.

Serving on the committee were:
representing Scotch Plains, Mayor
Nancy Malool, Township Zoning and
Construction Officer Bob LaCosta,
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, Town-

ship Manager Chris Marion and Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski.
Mayor Colleen Mahr and all council
members represented Fanwood.

Although the study at hand was
only conducted within the year 2009,
it is part of a much larger discussion
that started between the two munici-
palities 10 years ago. Originally, Mr.
Mason explained, the two towns met
on a monthly basis, then bi-monthly,
and then, as of a few years ago, on a
quarterly basis.

“[JPM’s] specific recommenda-
tions [in the report] talk about a $1.5-
million savings,” Mr. Mason stated.
“We’ve [also] indicated a variety of
other places in other departments for
the potential to save another
$500,000.” Property taxes levied by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board and the Union County govern-
ment will not be affected by any of
these recommended changes.

According to the recommenda-
tions, Scotch Plains would become
the “lead agency” for the shared po-
lice department. Investigations, ar-
rests and clerical operations would
be based out of the current Scotch
Plains police headquarters, and the
current Fanwood police headquar-
ters would only serve as a base for a
small patrol division, with only one
officer patrolling the streets of
Fanwood between 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ultimately, there would be a net total
of no more than 64 officers for both
towns, the elimination of eight police
vehicles, and an estimated savings of
$1,160,000. The two departments
currently employ a total of 79 offic-
ers – 59 in Scotch Plains and 20 in
Fanwood.

Conversely, Fanwood would then
become the lead agency for the shared
public works department. However,
any parks located in Fanwood, such
as LaGrande Park and Forest Road
Park, would be taken over by the
Scotch Plains Department of Parks
and Recreation. Currently, Fanwood
parks are maintained by the Fanwood
Department of Public Works (DPW).
The shared DPW would save the
towns an estimated $514,000, Mr.
Mason said, noting that a shared con-
struction department will save the
towns an estimated additional
$88,000.

Ron Greco, Fanwood Policemen’s
Benevolent Association delegate,
questioned how much money the
elimination of eight police vehicles
would actually save.

“There are four vehicles in
Fanwood registered as being in
‘poor’ condition,” Mr. Greco said,
adding that PSE&G rents from the
Fanwood Police Department if they
need to have an officer on the scene
of construction. “PSE&G pays the
town $100 for that vehicle. They
barely run, but they are producing
revenue for the town.”

Councilman Tony Parenti, who
served as police chief of Fanwood for
23 years, theorized that having fewer
vehicles would put more stress on
each vehicle, driving up maintenance
costs per vehicle. Mr. Parenti also
questioned if having only one patrol
officer on the road at a time in
Fanwood, instead of two, as the bor-
ough has now, would decrease inci-
dent response time.

Mr. Mason explained that since the
two towns would share one police
force, “based on the available police
officers in immediately neighboring
sections of Scotch Plains, we believe
that the response time will remain the
same.” He also noted that the study
recommended hiring three more pa-
trol officers. He said money would
still be saved, however, because over-
all there would be less high-ranking
officers, such as chiefs and detec-
tives, who demand higher salaries.

Mr. Mason stated that the total
savings could prevent the towns from
having to lay off “an employee that
may cost them $60,000 if they’re a
clerical employee or $160,000 if
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New Skating Facility at Oak Ridge
To Replace Rink at Warinanco

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Construction of a
new ice-skating rink at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark is proposed as part of an
updated Union County parks and rec-
reation master plan, currently in its
final stages before being submitted
to the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
The existing rink at Warinanco Park
in Roselle is to be converted into a

multi-purpose indoor field under the
plan.

Thursday’s presentation, which
focused on Warinanco and Oak Ridge
Parks, did not contain financial esti-
mates for recommended park up-
grades, although the final document
would contain estimates, said Free-
holder Chairman Dan Sullivan. He
said the Warinanco rink would need
$5 to $10 million in renovations, “if

we’re to bring that facility up to snuff.”
“The thought was that if we were

going to do that, we were going to
create a new facility in Clark, in con-
junction with the park, which would
be more centrally located, and hope-
fully, more people would be able to
attend events, not just for hockey, but
for various other skating activities,”
Mr. Sullivan said.

According to William Reiner of
Birdsall Services Group, 69 of the
168 acres of the former Oak Ridge
golf course would be developed for
both active and passive activities, with
the remaining area staying as a
wooded area, with the exception of
the existing archery range. The county
closed the former golf course two
years ago.

Plans also include tennis courts,
playgrounds, a restroom and conces-
sions building, skate park, picnic
grove area, and a “central great lawn
surrounded by active and passive
uses.” A wetlands park also would be
added, along with a boardwalk for
park visitors to experience and be
educated about wetlands.

In addition, the park contains four
miles of pedestrian walkways, which
have been kept separate from roads in
the park.

“In effect, somebody could park
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP to Have More Say
In Senior Corp. Operation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
resolution requesting expanded mu-
nicipal government involvement in
the operations of the Senior Citizen
Housing Corp. in the wake of the
facility’s recent financial difficulties,
which necessitated municipal assis-
tance.

Saying it was important to keep the
housing corporation “afloat” while
also protecting township taxpayers,
Mayor Nancy Malool said the mu-
nicipal government had paid the hous-
ing corporation $23,000 of the
$48,000 it has committed to help the
facility with overdue utility bills that
have caused the entity to run a deficit
for the first time since it was estab-
lished in 1993.

But in order to “ensure they’re be-
ing financially managed the best way
that they can,” as the mayor put it, the
council’s resolution requests that the
senior citizen facility agree to a num-
ber of provisions that would be incor-
porated into the two parties’ standby
agreement signed 17 years ago. The
corporation would be required to fol-
low certain provisions requiring it to
submit its annual budget to township
officials by November 1 of each bud-
get year.

The resolution also asks that the
mayor or the mayor’s designee sit on
the corporation’s board of trustees.
Furthermore, the corporation would
apply for as many Federal Section 8
HUD (Department of Housing and
Urban Development) vouchers as
possible to provide it with an addi-
tional source of funding. And the
corporation would seek an end to
county and federal rental restrictions
on certain of its units.

Mayor Malool and Councilman
Kevin Glover, the governing body’s

liaison to the senior housing corpora-
tion, were set to meet with its board
of trustees on Wednesday to discuss
the resolution.

In other business, the council ap-
proved purchases of various parks
and recreation equipment, including
rubberized playground mulch, fenc-
ing, a utility vehicle, a fertilizer
spreader and a backstop. The more
than $75,000 worth of equipment will
be financed by grant money from the
Union County Kids Matching Grant
program, according to Councilman
Jeff Strauss.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender pre-
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Weinstein: Tunnel Project
Estimates $11 to $14 Billion

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — County and mu-
nicipal officials were given an update
Monday on the status of construction
of a new transit tunnel. The project,
known as Access to the Region’s Core
(ARC), was cancelled, then put on hold
for two weeks by Governor Chris
Christie due to concerns of high cost
overruns. Proponents of the project say
the tunnel would double rail capacity
into New York City for commuters.

NJ Transit Executive Director James
Weinstein told officials attending
Monday’s meeting of the Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, “About 40 days
ago…at my recommendation, we sug-
gested that we go into a 30-day hiatus”
on the ARC tunnel construction to study
the costs of the project.

Before the project was put on hiatus,
he said NJ Transit projected the total
cost would be between $8.7 billion and
$10 billion. The study was conducted
by the ARC Executive Steering Com-
mittee, comprised of Mr. Weinstein

and seven other officials from both NJ
Transit and the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

The committee concluded that “the
final project is likely to top $11 billion
and could exceed $14 billion,” accord-
ing to a memorandum sent to Gov.
Christie on October 7.

“The current financial scheme calls
for the federal government to come up
with $3 billion,” explained Mr.
Weinstein. “It calls for the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey to
come up with $3 billion, and it calls for
the Turnpike to put in $1.25 billion, and
the remainder would come from NJ
Transit and the DOT [New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation].”

“The governor is particularly skit-
tish, and rightfully so, about putting the
taxpayers — and the farepayers — of
New Jersey on the hook for some un-
known amount of money,” explained
Mr. Weinstein. “The governor was not
happy to be put in a position to have to
do this.”

Mr. Weinstein said the ARC project


