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LOOK AT ME, GRANDMA...Lucas Mirzwa of Scotch Plains gets a boost from
his grandmother, Marilyn Lubin of Old Bridge, as he makes himself comfort-
able on a Caterpillar earth mover at the fourth annual Touch-a-Truck event,
held at Westfield’s south side train station parking lot.

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA...Dave Williams, of Williams Nursery, and a Geisha
read The Westfield Leader at the Kodaji Temple in Kyoto. Geishas are traditional,
female Japanese entertainers.

and not have to interact with a vehicle.
We wanted to separate pedestrians from
vehicles and make it a more enjoyable
experience,” he said.

The county, for added revenue, could
rent the existing and newly renovated
historic house at the entrance to Oak
Ridge, Mr. Reiner said.

Jeffrey Janota of Birdsall said the
goal of the updated parks master plan is
“to create a balance between the past
and what the county needs for the fu-
ture.” He said the plan also attempts to
link county parks “to create a system
where you could walk from one end of
the county to the other.”

Mr. Reiner added that one of the
ways the master plan accomplishes this
is by converting defunct rail lines into
walking trails. “So you would have a
[trail] that would take you from
Cranford all the way up to the Watchung
Reservation,” he said.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
he does not know why the parks have to
be linked. “Is there really going to be
anybody who is going to be walking
from one to the other? Most people do
have cars,” he said.

In addition to attending county events
to solicit input from park users, 307
questionnaires were completed by
county residents.

Eying the small number of responses
to the parks survey, Mr. Buettner said
he had to “question the science behind
that study.”

Thirteen recreation directors also
responded to the county parks survey.
He said they listed soccer as the most
popular parks activity, followed by bas-
ketball, baseball, softball and lacrosse.
“In a lot of cases, there is a lot of cross-
use of these fields,” Mr. Janota said.

Improvements at Warinanco would
also include an added bike lane sepa-
rated from traffic, 216 additional park-
ing spaces to be located throughout the
park and an additional entrance. A ex-
isting natural grass field would be con-
verted into synthetic turf, while exist-
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County Updating Master Plan
ing tennis courts, picnic area, boat house
and restrooms would be renovated.
Spray parks, playgrounds, and basket-
ball courts would be added to the park,
along with expansion of walking trails
from 5 to 8.1 miles.

Tina Renna of Cranford called the
master plan “a dream.”

“If you said to someone, ‘You have a
blank check; go out and do whatever
you want,’ this is what you would do,”
she said, adding that county taxes “have
gone up 100 percent in the past decade”
and that “people have no money to give
you (in tax hikes).”

A fully bound draft of the master
plan will be completed and sent to the
freeholders in two weeks. Mr. Sullivan
said, when completed, he would like
the parks master plan to be made avail-
able on the county’s website.

At the start of the meeting, Director
of Golf Operations Armando Sanchez
said the county’s two golf courses,
Galloping Hill in Union and Ashbrook
in Scotch Plains, raked in $3.4 million
in revenues – a 30-percent (or $1 mil-
lion) hike over last year. While Bergen,
Morris, and Somerset counties have
experienced 2- to 3-percent increases
in golf rounds this year, Union County
saw a 24-percent hike in rounds.

“This is definitely a step in the right
direction,” Mr. Sanchez said.

The county hired Illinois-based
KemperSports to manage its golf op-
erations last year following deficits that
resulted in the closing of Oak Ridge
and the opening of a new driving range
at Galloping Hill with a banquet facil-
ity to follow.

On another matter, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi said to date, a new $3
surcharge on land records recorded by
her office has netted $60,000, which
will go into a homeless trust fund estab-
lished by the county. She expects the
fund will double to $120,000 within
the next six months. The fund was
established through a state law signed
by former Governor Jon Corzine.

The need for movie theaters to adapt,
Mr. Mayo said, is predicated on under-
standing people’s habits. “We all know
that for theaters throughout the coun-
try, they are not filled with people from
Sunday to Thursday. Something hap-
pens. Their movie-going habits
change.”

Ideally, Mr. Mayo said, additional
programming would complement the
movie offerings and help bolster the
weaker periods.

“The objective is to fill the seats that
are empty, not to displace the seats that
are otherwise sold,” he told The Westfield
Leader. “What’s additive is, from Mon-
day to Thursday, having a number of
different programs going for audiences
that are not normally coming in large
numbers to theaters.”

He even envisions “eventizing” sports
games, including the Superbowl, and
coordinating corresponding activities
with the town.

“If it’s a football game, we’d like to
have tailgate parties. We’d like to ar-
range with the town to create a festi-
val,” he added.

When asked if there would be changes
– even cosmetic ones – under the new
leadership, Mr. Mayo said, “Not
meaningfully…We might try to jazz up
the marquee a little bit, to restore it to
what it once was. There’s nothing wrong
with this theater. Jesse just fixed it up.
There are three digital screens that are
3D. We need the other three to be digital,
too. Probably 3D, also, so we can move
the movies around… We need to make
sure we have 11 screens all equipped to
play the best movies.”

Glen Gilbert, marketing director for
Digiplex, said “the essence” of the
local theaters would not be changing.

“People who frequent these theaters
should not be concerned. In fact, they
should be happy that we are going to
refresh and extend that brand and make
it that much enjoyable to go to the
theater. In no way does it become a ten-
plex on a highway…You can justifi-
ably think of Westfield and Cranford as
becoming the incubators, of sorts, for
what will be done nationally,” Mr. Gil-
bert said.

Additionally, the committees are
recommending that on-street meter
parking fees be raised from 50 cents
an hour to 75 cents an hour, which
would affect 195 spaces. The council
will consider these fees in ordinance
form at a future meeting.

“Pay stations will not change” from
50 cents an hour, Acting Mayor
Ciarrocca said. The town estimates that
$173,000 in additional revenue would
be realized from these increases, which
Mr. Ciarrocca said would be used to
help lower budget deficits.

He said that this is a way for the
town to raise revenue and that they
are trying “to do it in a way that gives
people options.”
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Scotch Plains to Have More
Say in Senior Corp. Operation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains township council on Tuesday
approved a resolution requesting ex-
panded municipal government in-
volvement in the operations of the
Senior Citizen Housing Corp. in the
wake of the facility’s recent finan-
cial difficulties, which necessitated
municipal assistance.

Saying it was important to keep
the housing corporation “afloat”
while also protecting township tax-
payers, Mayor Nancy Malool said
the municipal government had paid
the housing corporation $23,000 of
the $48,000 it has committed to help
the facility with overdue utility bills
that have caused the entity to run a
deficit for the first time since it was
established in 1993.

But in order to “ensure they’re
being financially managed the best
way that they can,” as the mayor put
it, the council’s resolution requests
that the senior-citizen facility agree
to a number of provisions that would
be incorporated into the two parties’
standby agreement signed 17 years
ago.

The corporation would be required
to follow certain provisions requir-
ing it to submit its annual budget to
township officials by November 1 of
each budget year.

The resolution also asks that the
mayor or the mayor’s designee sit on
the corporation’s board of trustees.
Furthermore, the corporation would
apply for as many federal Section 8
HUD (Department of Housing and
Urban Development) vouchers as
possible, to provide it with an addi-
tional source of funding. And the
corporation would seek an end to
county and federal rental restric-
tions on certain of its units.

Mayor Malool and Councilman
Kevin Glover, the governing body’s
liaison to the senior housing corpo-
ration, were set to meet with its
board of trustees on Wednesday to

discuss the resolution.
In other business, the council ap-

proved purchases of various parks
and recreation equipment, includ-
ing rubberized playground mulch,
fencing, a utility vehicle, a fertilizer
spreader and a backstop. The more
than $75,000 worth of equipment
will be financed by grant money
from the Union County Kids Match-
ing Grant program, according to
Councilman Jeff Strauss.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender pre-
sented a joint legislative resolution
honoring retiring Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe, who was attending
her final meeting before leaving her
position next month after 53 years
with the township government.

Mrs. Stender called the clerk’s
post “such an important job and so
critical to the function of our de-
mocracy.” She called Mrs. Riepe’s
five-plus decades of employment
“remarkable.” After Mrs. Stender’s
presentation, Mayor Malool gave
Mrs. Riepe a bouquet of flowers and
asked that she return for the council’s
November 15 meeting for a more
formal send-off.

The council also introduced an
ordinance revamping the township’s
oversight of how hawkers, peddlers
and solicitors can operate within
Scotch Plains. Licenses will be re-
quired in order to engage in such
activities, and such licenses will have
to be clearly displayed, according to
the ordinance, which will be voted
on at the council’s November 15
meeting.

The ordinance also sets out per-
mitted hours of operation, between
9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and sets limits on
where peddlers, solicitors and can-
vassers can operate.

At the start of the meeting, two
proclamations were issued honor-
ing Halloween birthdays for two
township residents — Elsie Greer,
who will turn 101, and Alice Ragner,
who will mark her 102nd birthday.

Transit and the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

The committee concluded that “the
final project is likely to top $11 billion
and could exceed $14 billion,” accord-
ing to a memorandum sent to Gov.
Christie on October 7.

“The current financial scheme,” ex-
plained Mr. Weinstein, “calls for the
federal government to come up with $3
billion, calls for The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey to come up
with $3 billion, and it calls for the
Turnpike to put in $1.25 billion, and the
remainder would come from NJ Tran-
sit and the DOT [New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation].”

“The governor is particularly skit-
tish, and rightfully so, about putting the
taxpayers — and the farepayers — of
New Jersey on the hook for some un-
known amount of money,” explained
Mr. Weinstein. “The governor was not
happy to be put in a position to have to
do this.”

Mr. Weinstein said the ARC project
rests on the completion of another NJ
Transit project, “Portal Bridge South,”
which involves replacing a bridge on
the Northeast Corridor that goes over
the Hackensack River in the swamp-
land in lower Hudson County. Cur-
rently, the bridge in question is a swing
bridge that has to be opened up to let
ships pass. The Portal Bridge South
project will replace that bridge with a
taller one that will allow ships to pass
under it while rail traffic can continue
to travel uninterrupted.

“The south portal would basically be
the driveway to the new proposed rail
tunnel,” explained Mr. Weinstein. “[The
south portal] is a 100 percent paid for
by New Jersey project. The MTA [Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority] is
not going to participate in the Portal
South Project. At this point, that project
is probably going to be about $800
million.”

When pressed to give an estimate on

how long it would take before commut-
ers can get a one-seat ride from any stop
along the Raritan Valley Line into New
York, Mr. Weinstein said it would take
anywhere from 18 months to two years
to get dual-mode locomotives in opera-
tion and make a one-seat ride a reality.

“We can’t use the ARC tunnel until
Portal South is built,” Mr. Weinstein
stated.

Following Mr. Weinstein’s testimony,
several local elected officials in the
audience commented on the necessity
for the ARC tunnel’s construction.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) remarked: “Don’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater;
we need this tunnel.” Asw. Stender also
said property values along the Raritan
Valley Line would increase with the
completion of the tunnel.

Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford stated that, “As
somebody who has ridden this line
many times, it’s hard not to feel like
second-class citizens because we don’t
have a direct link [to New York Penn
Station].”

“A lot of times, you’re just sitting
there waiting for a freight train to go
by,” she said. “I happen to feel that
passenger service should come before
freight service.”

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel Sullivan of Elizabeth,
who sits on the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority, told Mr.
Weinstein, “If this project doesn’t
happen now, in all honesty, it will
never happen. I don’t think we’re
ever going to be in a better position
[than we are in right now].”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr also
came and petitioned for the tunnel’s
completion on behalf of her residents.

“I go to my train station in the morn-
ing. I was here at Westfield [train sta-
tion] this morning talking to commut-
ers. They want you to re-negotiate the
deal,” Mayor Mahr said.
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Consultant: Merging SP and FW Depts.
Would Save Taxpayers 10 Percent

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – A consultant told resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
last week that recommendations in a
shared-services study conducted for
the two towns would produce $2 mil-
lion in savings and result in a 10-per-
cent reduction for the average tax-
payer in the two communities on the
municipal portion of their bills.

Dan Mason of Jersey Professional
Management of Cranford made his
comments last Wednesday night at the
first of two community forums at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to dis-
cuss the findings of the report. Repre-
senting JPM at Wednesday’s forum
was Dan Mason. The report came out
of deliberations by a shared-services
committee made up of representatives
from Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
eight-month-long study reviewed how
sharing services between the two mu-
nicipalities could result in reduced costs
and, therefore, a reduction in property
taxes for residents of both towns. The
study, which was conducted by Jersey
Professional Management from April
2009 to December 2009, was financed
by a $48,000 grant from the state.

Serving on the committee were: rep-
resenting Scotch Plains, Mayor Nancy
Malool, Township Zoning and Con-
struction Officer Bob LaCosta, Coun-
cilman Jeffrey Strauss, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion and Chief Financial
Officer Lori Majeski. Mayor Colleen
Mahr and all council members repre-
sented Fanwood.

Although the study at hand was only
conducted within the year 2009, it is part
of a much larger discussion that started
between the two municipalities 10 years
ago. Originally, Mr. Mason explained,
the two towns met on a monthly basis,
then bi-monthly, and then, as of a few
years ago, on a quarterly basis.

“[JPM’s] specific recommendations
[in the report] talk about a $1.5-million
savings,” Mr. Mason stated, “We’ve
[also] indicated a variety of other places
in other departments for the potential to
save another $500,000.” Property taxes
levied by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school board and the Union County
government will not be affected by any
of these recommended changes.

According to the recommendations,
Scotch Plains would become the “lead
agency” for the shared police depart-
ment. Investigations, arrests, and cleri-
cal operations would be based out of
the current Scotch Plains police head-
quarters, and the current Fanwood po-
lice headquarters would only serve as a
base for a small patrol division, with
only one officer patrolling the streets of
Fanwood between 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ultimately, there would be a net total of
no more than 64 officers for both towns,

the elimination of eight police vehicles,
and an estimated savings of $1,160,000.
Both currently employ 79 officers – 59
in Scotch Plains and 20 in Fanwood.

Conversely, Fanwood would then
become the lead agency for the shared
public-works department. However, any
parks located in Fanwood, such as La
Grande Park and Forest Road Park,
would be taken over by the Scotch Plains
Department of Parks and Recreation.
Currently, Fanwood parks are main-
tained by the Fanwood Department of
Public Works. The shared DPW would
save the towns an estimated $514,000,
Mr. Mason said, noting that a shared
construction department will save the
towns an additional estimated $88,000.

Ron Greco, Fanwood Policemen’s
Benevolent Association delegate, ques-
tioned how much money the elimina-
tion of eight police vehicles would
actually save.

“There are four vehicles in Fanwood
registered as being in ‘poor’ condi-
tion,” Mr. Greco said, adding that
PSE&G rents from the Fanwood Po-
lice Department if they need to have an
officer on the scene of construction.
“PSE&G pays the town $100 for that
vehicle. They barely run, but they are
producing revenue for the town.”

Councilman Tony Parenti, who
served as police chief of Fanwood for
23 years, theorized that having fewer
vehicles would put more stress on each
vehicle, driving maintenance costs up .
Mr. Parenti also questioned if having
only one patrol officer on the road at a
time in Fanwood – instead of two, as
the borough has now – would decrease
incident response time.

Mr. Mason explained that since the
two towns would share one police force,
“based on the available police officers
in immediately neighboring sections
of Scotch Plains, we believe that the
response time will remain the same.”
Mr. Mason also noted that the study
recommended hiring three more patrol
officers. He said money would still be
saved, however, because overall, there
would be fewer high-ranking officers,
such as chiefs and detectives, who de-
mand higher salaries.

Mr. Mason stated that the total sav-
ings could prevent the towns from hav-
ing to lay off “an employee who may
cost them $60,000 if they’re a clerical
employee or $160,000 if they’re a po-
lice employee.”

“I think it goes without saying that
we all are pretty angry about property
taxes,” Fanwood Mayor Mahr stated.
“You’re angry; I sure as hell am angry.”

Mayor Mahr also stated that there
would be another forum on Wednes-
day, November 10, about this same
topic, again held at the high school, for
anyone who might not have been able
to come out to this meeting.

dents. She said there could have been
multiple students involved in one inci-
dent and that there were 17 short-term
suspensions as a result. She noted that
there were additional suspensions as a
whole within the last year, but that the
others were a result of less serious
infractions.

The superintendent noted that bully-
ing and cyber-bulling are still problems
that need to be addressed. She also
stated, “we are working hard to make
sure these numbers stay low.” The re-
port presented stated that 17 students
were victims of bullying, including one
special education student. It also in-
cluded one member of school person-
nel. She did note, however, that she saw
a difference in the number of children
willing to step up and report such inci-
dences instead of standing by and sim-
ply watching.

High-school counselor Maureen
Mazzarese echoed these statements,
noting that the Peer Leadership pro-
gram, which had previously been cut
for budgetary reasons, was now be-
ing re-instituted within the next few
weeks. She added that she herself has
witnessed an increase in the number
of students willing to come forward
and report bullying and cyber-bully-
ing practices.

Board of Education member David
Finn stated that “parents are the miss-
ing link” to the bullying problem. He
made a plea to all parents, stating that
they need to take an active role re-
garding what their children are do-
ing, especially when it comes to tech-
nology. Mr. Finn noted the tragic
suicide of Rutgers University student
Tyler Clementi last month, prompted
by extreme cyber-bullying and inva-
sion of privacy infractions.

Mrs. Mazzarese agreed, noting that
she wanted parents to teach their young-
sters how to use technology properly,
and that online programs such as
Facebook and cell phones are powerful
but very useful forms of communica-
tion. Mrs. Mazzarese stated, “We can’t
fight the new technology; we need to
embrace it. We need to show kids how
Facebook can work for them by focus-
ing on positive relationships.”

Board member Jane Clancy noted
that municipal budget cuts also have
negatively affected student programs.
She cited how the schools lost the DARE
program, as well as Officer Ron Allen,
who was a “positive connection our
students had to law enforcement.”

Superintendent Dolan did note that,
“the safety of students and staff is of the
highest priority in the Westfield Public
Schools.” She said positive steps are
being taken by the district to promote
safety. The superintendent stated that
on Wednesday, October 27, a program
on the New Jersey Commission on
Bullying in Schools would be presented
for parents in the Edison Intermediate
School gymnasium.

She also stated that an anti-bullying
committee has been organized at the
high school level, and that on Novem-
ber 30 a guest speaker from the Union

County Prosecutor’s Office will ad-
dress parents on the dangers of the
Internet. It was reported that an attor-
ney will address students during health
classes regarding underage drinking
laws.

It also was noted that the intermedi-
ate schools would have character edu-
cation initiatives, as well as a school-
wide assembly that will feature Patrick
Halligan, the father of a suicide victim.

Finally, Superintendent Dolan noted
that the elementary schools would have
school-wide anti-violence-themed
safety assemblies presented by the
Westfield Police Department and that
classroom teachers are incorporating
personal safety and care of property
into their lesson plans.

At the end of the meeting, Carolyn
Miller, PTO President of Franklin El-
ementary School, addressed the board
with concerns of class size for the
school’s third-grade classes. She stated
that the average class size was much
larger than the class sizes at Wilson
Elementary School. She said that
Wilson’s class sizes were 20, 20 and
19, while class sizes at Franklin peaked
at 25 and 26. Ms. Miller, as well as
other parents in attendance at the meet-
ing, stated that while Wilson School
had a music, art and orchestra room,
Franklin lost its music room. She ad-
dressed the board by stating, “I encour-
age you to do all you can do to reduce
the class size in the third grade of
Franklin School.”

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9,
at 7:30 p.m.
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