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Fathers Maury Herman, left,
and Rick Roberts go
nose-to-nose

~Susan M. Dougherty for
The Leader/Times

Paul Casale’s “In With The Tide” (Oil)

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE 
PRESENTS October 8-23, 2010

Fri 10/8, 10/15, 10/22: 8p 

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

“Where the Italian tradition is kept alive.”

Our Award Winning Pizza
Taste the Difference!Made with double zero flour and Brooklyn Water ...

Our Everyday Special

2 Pizzas w/ 2 liter Soda

and Salad  $19.95

Mon. Tues. Wed. Special

Large Pizza  $8.95

$25 off any catering

$300.00 or more

Homemade
Sausage

Pork
Store

Wet
Mozzarella

Fresh
Ravioli

512 North Avenue, Garwood NJ

Across from Garwood Shoprite

908-389-9999

Westfield Wins Top Awards
In America in Bloom Contest

Courtesy of David Williams
IN FULL BLOOM…Westfield won two awards and a four-bloom rating at the
recent America in Bloom Symposium and Awards Program. Pictured, left to
right, are: Barbara Vincentsen, Westfield resident and 2011 America in Bloom
judge; Sherry Cronin, co-leader of Westfield in Bloom and executive director of
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC); Joe Lamp’l, executive producer and
host of “Growing a Greener World” PBS series; Beth Brenner, assistant executive
director of DWC; David Williams, co-leader of Westfield in Bloom, owner of
Williams Nursery and president of Garden Centers of America, and Katy Moss
Warner, Volunteer Board of Directors of America in Bloom and president
emeritus, American Horticultural Society.

WESTFIELD – Westfield received
the top prize for towns their size in the
2010 America in Bloom (AIB) compe-
tition (locally known as “Westfield in
Bloom”) and won the Landscaped Ar-
eas Award for all entrants across the
country. Westfield competed in 2009
and 2010 and is the only town in the
State of New Jersey to compete both
years.

Of the 28 participating towns in the
United States, each town was judged
on eight criteria: community involve-
ment, floral displays, environmental
awareness, heritage, urban forestry,
landscape, tidiness and turf and ground
covers across three sectors: municipal,

residential and commercial.
Judges Bruce Riggs and

Marlborough Packard toured Westfield
from July 11 to 13 and met town offi-
cials, residents, volunteers and mem-
bers of the Westfield In Bloom com-
mittee.

The eight criteria awards only go to
one community among all the AIB
entrants across all population catego-
ries. Westfield won the Landscaped
Areas Award sponsored by OFA – The
Association of Horticultural Profes-
sionals.

For more information, visit
americainbloom.org or
westfieldinbloom.com.

Celebrate Halloween With
WSO and Monster Music

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Oc-
tober 30, at 8 p.m., the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presents
Monster Music, a “spooktacular”
Halloween celebration for the whole
family, featuring scares, scores, spe-
cial discounts for students and two
separate Halloween costume contests
for kids and adults with large cash
prizes for both.

The public is in-
vited to join WSO
at The Presbyterian
Church in
Westfield as it
brings to life the
original 1925
movie The Phan-
tom of the Opera,
starring Lon
Chaney. WSO will
p r e s e n t
Hollywood’s first
great horror epic
complete with live
s y m p h o n i c
soundtrack by Gabriel Thibaudeau.

There will not be a single moment of
silence as more than 40 members of the
fully professional orchestra, under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, perform
Thibaudeau’s orchestral soundtrack as
the original classic silent movie is pro-
jected above the orchestra and in full
view of the audience.

“This is a fabulously romantic,
broad-stroked and beautiful score of
symphonic proportion,” remarked
WSO Music Director Wroe. “It
closely mirrors the traumatic, yet pas-
sionate, events unfolding in the movie
and will give a whole new dimension
to surround sound.”

All patrons, regardless of age, are
encouraged to come to the concert

dressed in their Halloween costumes.
Two separate contests – one for adults
and one for kids 13 and under – will
be judged at intermission. Top prizes
are $200 for adults and $100 for kids.

The evening will also feature a
performance of Mozart’s famed Sym-
phony No. 40 in G minor which is
sure to appeal to young and old alike.

Mr. Wroe
added, “Combin-
ing different me-
dia is part of our
mission to make
classical music
appeal to the
broadest possible
audience. This
evening will fas-
cinate the whole
family. Both youth
and adults will
love the music as
well as the cos-
tume contest – and
we have reduced

ticket prices to $10 for all students K-
12.”

Movie and music begin at 8 p.m. A
free lecture and pre-concert Hallow-
een chat, designed to enhance the
Monster Music experience, will be
conducted by Dr. Shuang Goe Wroe
prior to the concert in the Sanctuary
at 7 p.m. Costume contestants should
plan to register by 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are priced between $25 and
$70. Student tickets are $10.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at The Town Book Store in
Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford.

Above, Lon Chaney as Frankenstein. The WSO is bringing
to life The Phantom of the Opera, also starring Chaney,

(1925), in all its symphonic splendor.

Grease is the (Unfiltered) Word
At CDC Community Theatre

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Grease is the mu-
sical show that high school students
across America pray their drama de-
partment will produce. It’s the 1978
mega hit movie starring John Travolta
and Olivia Newton-John that every teen-
ager has seen repeatedly. It’s also a path
to jog down memory lane for the young-
est of Baby Boomers who might just
remember the tail end of the ‘50s and
the flavor of that era.

 Cranford Dramatic Club Commu-
nity Theatre’s version of Grease, with
book and music by Jim Jacobs and
Warren Casey, met an enthusiastic au-
dience on opening night. They had
reason to do so. It’s a professionally
produced and directed show. This ver-
sion – unlike milder, toned-down high
school versions of the musical – is,
however, a show for adults.

 In director Becky Randazzo’s notes
in the program, she explains that in the
original Broadway version, Grease was
known for being a “raunchy, raw, vul-
gar show that in later versions, includ-
ing the film, was tamed down signifi-
cantly.” She defends putting back the
original Broadway lines “in an effort to
infuse some of the true spirit and es-
sence from that original Broadway ver-
sion.” CDC’s version has achieved true
“raunchy, raw and vulgar” status.

 Who would want a 6- or 7-year-old
child to see simulated sexual content, a
“mooning” of the audience – complete
with bare bottom – and the metamor-
phosis of an innocent teen gal Sandy
Dombroski (Lauren Dodono), who
decides that being true to herself is not
as important as getting the guy? The
teens on stage smoke incessantly, drink
with abandon, drop out of school, have
sex indiscriminately and are pressured
to act in ways that they might not want.
In all fairness, there is a warning mes-
sage in the program and in the lobby
that “language and content may not be
suitable for children.” The damage is

done; kids and parents come to the
production expecting the softer ver-
sion.

 The “raw” content aside, this is a
well-executed show. Music by con-
ductor/keyboardist John Brzozowski
is spot-on, with especially mellow
saxophone and rich bass accompani-
ment. The best part of the night, though,
is the choreography, by Megan
Ferentinos, which is fresh and inven-
tive. The CDC stage is an intimate one
– not very deep, but wide with two side
thrusts that act as the radio studio of
Station Waxx and the brick face build-
ing of Rydell High. So when the teens
bop their way circuitously from center
stage to an alcove and back, it works.

 Highlight numbers include
Sandy’s “Hopelessly Devoted to You,”
the Newton-John hit. To Ms.
Dodono’s credit, she doesn’t try to
mimic the sound or the famous ar-
rangement. Her naturally sweet voice
floats effortlessly as the character’s
anguish resonates.

 Brian Hall’s Danny is a good repre-
sentation of the head of the T-Birds; the
black leather-jacket-wearing greaser
needs to be “macho” in front of his
friends but has a tender side when he’s
alone with Sandy. Mr. Hall’s voice,
strong and enjoyable, leads many of the
songs.

 Rizzo, the Stockard Channing role
from the movie version and head of the
Pink Ladies, is played by talented

Allison Acquafredda. Her rendition of
“There are Worse Things I Could Do”
delivers pathos, anger and frustration
in her strong belt. Doody, played by
Michael Miguel, gets loads of laughs
but when decked out in a gold lamé
jacket, earns respect in “Those Magic
Changes.” Teen angel, Juan Pascual, is
superior, utilizing his effortless tenor
voice with pure falsetto notes at the end
of “Beauty School Dropout.” The fog
machine that was used on opening night
in the “Dropout” number wasn’t very
effective in setting the mood of the
dreamlike song and might well have
been dropped.

The red-robed gospel chorus was a
unique twist for that number that very
often features beauty salon accouter-
ments instead. One of the character
actors—Paul Rivers as radio announcer
Vince Fontaine—shows his snake oil
charm throughout.

His pre-show patter, complete with
an impromptu dance contest with audi-
ence members, is a hit. Brian Merrill as
Kenickie, Jennifer Kujawski as Marty,
Raven Alexandrea Dunbar as Jan, Chris-
topher Harrison Parkhurst Abbott as
Sonny, Lisa Poggi as Patty and Gira
Marie Derise as Frenchy all get their
well-deserved moment in the spotlight.

 If “We Go Together” and “You’re
the One that I Want” stir a longing for
the ‘50s, then “Grease is the Word” is
for you. Catch a weekend performance
through October 23.

THEY ARE SUPREME...Brian Hall as Danny, Michael Miguel as Doody, Brian
Merrill as Kenickie, Chris Grimm as Roger, and Christopher Abbott as Sonny,
left to right, star in the CDC prouction of Grease.

Westfield Art Association
Welcomes Paul Casale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association had its first meeting on
September 26 and featured a demon-
stration by Danielle Mick. The second
meeting is sched-
uled for  Sunday,
October 24 from 2
to 4 p.m. in the
Community Room
at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

This second
meeting will feature
artist Paul Casale
doing a portrait of a
model. A graduate
of the High School
of Art and Design
in Manhattan, he
ran an early-morn-
ing painting class in
oils, watercolor and
pencil. Following
that, he went to Pratt
Institute in Brook-
lyn, where he ob-
tained a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in
Fine Art and Illus-
tration; he won
awards and grants
from the Ford
Foundation and
The Art Students
Association.

He is a member
of the Society of Illustrators and has
produced work for Harper Collins,
Houghton Mifflin Penguin USA, Ran-
dom House Publications and others.

As a realist artist, he combines a 19th
Century approach to painting with con-
temporary subjects. While he has
worked in many media, he is interested

in the whole, sur-
face quality and im-
age.

The Westfield
Art Association
welcomes any adult
to join. The organi-
zation started in
1921 and is an in-
c o r p o r a t e d
501(c)(3) non-
profit group. The
community room
has a ramp for the
disabled residents.

This year, there
will be one more
meeting with a
demonstration. On
Sunday, December
5, Anne Kullaf, an
art teacher in the
Somerset Art Asso-
ciation and Visual
Arts Center, will
demonstrate her oil-
painting technique.

The WAA board
has decided to have
a holiday party to
allow members to
meet and socialize

with each other; this will be held on
Tuesday, January 11, at Ferraro’s Res-
taurant on Elm Street at 6:15 p.m. More
2011 event news will follow shortly.

WCP Sets Stage for its Own ‘War of the Roses’
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westtfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Critics aren’t al-
ways right. Case in point is Abie’s Irish
Rose by Anne Nichols, Westfield Com-
munity Players’ season opener. De-
spite being panned unanimously by
theater reviewers in 1922 when it first
opened, it survived on Broadway for
five years and, for years, held the world’s
record for the longest running touring
play in Broadway history.

This fast-moving three-act comedy
presents a story of stereotyped preju-
dices and how they might be overcome.
The storyline revolves around a New
York Orthodox Jewish man, Solomon
Levy (Maury Herman), a widower who
owns his own business, running it with
his only son Abraham (Brian Remo). In
the past, son “Abie” has brought home
young women who have never met
with Solomon’s approval because they
are not Jewish.

When Act I begins, Abie has just
secretly married a young Irish-Catho-
lic girl, Rose Mary Murphy (Ali

Giacona), before a Protestant minister.
Abie is convinced that his father will
love his bride once he gets to know her,
so he leads his father into thinking the
young beauty is a Jewess. Abie doesn’t

let on that he and Rose Mary are any-
thing more than daters. Rose Mary
reluctantly goes along with the im-
promptu plan; the father takes the bait,
becomes infatuated with the person he
thinks is “Rosie Murpheski” and pushes
for their hasty marriage. He calls in a
rabbi (Gregg Mele) and, in just one
week, prepares for a “proper” Jewish
wedding to take place in his apartment.

Solomon’s neighbors, Mrs. Isaac
Cohen (Joanne Lemenille) and her hen-
pecked husband Isaac Cohen (Steven
Lemenille), meet Rosie and, right from
the beginning, think she’s a real catch.

Rosie’s father Patrick Murphy (Rick
Roberts), also a widower, lives in Cali-
fornia, but comes to New York for what
he thinks is the marriage of his only
child to a supposed Irish-Catholic man.
Accompanied by family friend Catho-
lic priest Father Whalen (James
Broderick), Murphy arrives at the house
when the marriage is being celebrated,
but too late to prevent it. The two fa-
thers, each more aggravated than the
other by the proposed union of his child

to a religious heretic, take to a shoving-
and-shouting match. Meanwhile, the
priest and the rabbi become friendly,
exchange longwinded philosophies
about religion and agree that the matri-

monial match is a good one. The Catho-
lic priest hurriedly marries the couple
in a side room, hopefully making the
third time a charm.

The last act takes place about a year
later on Christmas Eve, where the dis-
owned young couple is content with a
new addition to their family. In a rather
forced ending, reconciliations and re-
unions occur to make everyone happy.

What makes the audience happy is
Naomi Yablonsky’s vision and fine di-
rection. “Intermarriage has been an is-
sue for people since biblical times,” she
said in the program notes. And because
of great comic timing of the actors, the
lines, although vaudevillian at times with
slurs and verbal slaps, remain funny.
There’s nothing subtle about the preju-
dices of the Jewish-American father and
the Irish-Catholic American father, or
the pasted-on happy ending.

The fun of the show is in the outland-
ish stereotypic characters. Joanne
Lemenille as Mrs. Isaac Cohen pre-
sents a humorous bully who talks in-
cessantly about her operation and con-
stantly makes deprecating remarks
about her husband Isaac. Her real-life
husband, Steve Lemenille, plays
onstage husband Isaac as an old lecher
who practically salivates when in the
company of young Rosie. Talented ac-
tors Mr. Broderick and Mr. Roberts
present authentic Irish brogues and mar-
velous comic timing.

Mr. Remo and Ms. Giacona have an
undeniable chemistry that makes the
audience root for their characters de-
spite their families’ objections. Mr.
Herman is especially natural in his
delivery of the character whose blatant
bigotry is so over the top that one has to
chuckle.

This is a period piece that, according
to director Yablonsky, echoes a univer-
sal theme: “There is always hope that
true love can run smoothly.”


