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Raiders ‘Turnover’ Game to Somerville, 22-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Gridders Ground Union Farmers, 17-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Grab Fifth Straight Cougar Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“He kicked it short and to the left.
I was just going to get what I could. I
cut it back to the right where our
return was set up, and there was no
one there,” O’Rourke explained.

“Those kids can play big,” Coach
DeSarno said of O’Rourke and Ondi.
“They play bigger than their size.
That’s for sure!”

Two plays later, Kerr pulled an off-
tackle curl for a six-yard touchdown.

“That was a waggle [play], so Jesse
[DeMartino] and Ryan Elliott made
great blocks on the play side. It was
open, so I figured I would run and see
what I could get,” said Kerr, who has
committed to play baseball at Brown
University next year.

The Farmers drove from their own
27 to the Westfield 28 late in the
second quarter, but O’Rourke read
the quarterback’s eyes and made an
interception at the 17-yard line.

“They were running a wheel and a
post. The first time, I sat on the wheel,
and he threw the post, and the post was
wide open. So the second time, I just
said I was going to read the quarterback’s
eyes. He turned to the post, so I just
jumped it,” O’Rourke explained.

The 4-1 Blue Devils received the
kickoff to open the third quarter.
Kerr completed passes of 14 yards
and 18 yards to Ondi and one of
eight yards to Hess. With a fourth
down at the Farmer five, Blue Devil
Jon Gribbin booted a 22-yard field
goal to make the score 17-0.

Toward the end of the quarter,
Farmer running back Everett Johnson
burst forth with a 30-yard gain to the
Westfield nine. Two plays later, tight
end Taylor Graves grabbed quarter-
back Chris Foreman’s pass in the end
zone as the quarter ended.

From that point, the Blue Devils
stuck to an all-running strategy to
burn the clock.

“We were starting to run the clock
down as fast as we could to take as

much time off the clock and not give
them a chance to come back,” Kerr
said.

Kerr sealed the 2-3 Farmers’ fate
late in the fourth quarter when he saw
an opening and sprinted 24 yards for
a first down.

“We just needed to get a first down
and then it was over. They didn’t have
enough timeouts. I was looking to pass,
but there was a wide open hole, so I just
ran to the first down,” Kerr said.

Defensively, outside linebacker
John Lanzano read a pass play in the
flats and nailed the receiver for a
three-yard loss in the third quarter.
Patrick Johnson cut a receiver in half
behind the line of scrimmage and
sacked the quarterback for a huge

both events with respective scores of
9.25 and 9.4. Along with tying for
second on the balance beam with
Bohlinger at 9.025 and placing third
on the uneven bars at 8.55, she placed
first with an all-around total of 36.225.

Cook finished second all-around
with a total of 35.55, took top honors
on beam with a 9.175 and tied for
third on vault with Bohlinger at 9.175.
Cook also placed second on unevens
with a score of 8.65. Bohlinger took

fourth all-around with a 34.925 and
took third on the floor at 8.9.

Union Catholic’s Viking Nicole
Pietrapertosa placed third all-around
with a total of 35.0. She was second
on vault at 9.35 and floor at 8.925,
and fifth on beam at 8.725. Puryear
took fifth all-around at 34.25 and
won the unevens with an 8.775.
Shields placed sixth with an all-
around total of 33.950, placed fourth
on floor at 8.775 and took fifth on

unevens at 8.125.
Blue Devil Lyndsey Lee placed

fourth on unevens with a mark of 8.4,
and Peluso took sixth at 8.025.
Psyhojas took fourth on beam with an
8.750, and Briana Briscese (A.L.
Johnson) took sixth at 8.575. Cougar
Emily Grable took fifth on floor at
8.750 followed by LoBue at 8.725.
Kim Scott (Union) placed fifth on
vault at 9.15, and Bumiller was sixth
at 8.95.

loss. He also read a screenplay and
threw the receiver for a loss.

“Pat played great the whole game.
He’s a great outside linebacker. He
read everything,” O’Rouke said.

“He really did step up. He was a
corner. We moved him to outside line-
backer, and week-by-week, he’s pick-
ing that up. He’s getting better and
better. He made a couple of big plays,
and he did a lot of little things. He was
forcing the running back to cut in-
side. He was a presence,” Coach
DeSarno said.

After a bye week, the Blue Devils
will host Rahway on Saturday, Octo-
ber 23, at 1 p.m.
Westfield   0 14   3   0 17
Union   0   0   7   0 7

receiver Moussa Channaoui and an
11-yard touchdown strike to tight
end Alex Daboub with 10:10 left in
the first quarter.

Good fortune continued on the en-
suing kickoff when Raider Joe
Kostecki recovered a Pioneer fumble
near midfield after a hard hit deliv-
ered by Ahmed Channaoui. Unfortu-
nately, the Raiders’ next offensive
series was squashed by an unsports-
manlike conduct penalty.

The momentum shifted drastically
on the Raiders’ third possession when
Pioneer defensive back Mark

Mercado intercepted Alleman’s pass
on the Raiders’ eight-yard line. Three
plays later, running back Nick Ulassin
banged in from the one at the end of
the first quarter, but the point after
failed.

With the help of a breakaway, 60-
yard run by Blackwell, the Raiders
were sensing another score with a
second and goal at the Pioneer five.

“My lead blocker, Neville Hall, got
a good block, and my wide receiver

had a good block, too. I just took the
corner and went,” Blackwell described.

Alleman, on a keeper, curled left
but fumbled on the two, allowing the
Pioneers to dodge the bullet. Just
before the half, another Raider drive
was interrupted with an interception.

“We should have been up by three
touchdowns, but all the penalties and
turnovers killed us. We just need to
stop [and] cut the penalties out,”
Blackwell said.

The Pioneers received the kickoff
and began their first series at their own
34 to start the second half. Seven plays
later, running back Ben Camacho
added a five-yard touchdown run to
take a 12-7 lead. The Raiders fumbled
the kickoff at their own 22, and the
Pioneers capitalized when Brian
Cabrera nailed a 33-yard field goal.

The Raiders added another fumble
on their next possession, then the
Pioneers rumbled 63 yards on five
plays for another touchdown, which

was concluded with a three-yard
plunge by Ulassin.

Trailing, 22-7, the Raiders took to
the air and had one shining moment
when Blackwell grabbed a screen pass
and cut sharply to his left for a 28-
yard gain.

We worked on the screens all week,
and the key was the linemen blocking
downfield and making some room
for me to run,” Blackwell said. “Matt
Manns, Mike Tufaro, Ian Krieger, the

whole line did a good job.”
On the Raiders’ final series,

Thompson’s pass was intercepted by
defensive back Steve Szilagi.

“We are shooting ourselves in the
foot. We have done it all year. We
moved the ball. We had 200 yards of
offense in the half, and had seven
points. You can’t do that,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We
should have had 21 [points]. I have
been around football long enough to
know that that’s what happens if you
don’t take advantage of it. I’ve
watched the Steelers get dominated
in a game and win it, because they
[opposition] turned the ball over. It’s
on every level. That’s a coach’s night-
mare. Ball protection is the most im-
portant thing. I thought we played
well, especially in the first half. It’s
frustrating to everybody involved. We
have to find a way to get it done.”
Somerville   6   0 16   0 22
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   0   0   0 7
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Scotch Plains…TO BE BUILT OR LOT! Your dream plans or the builders plans.
Cooper Rd. area. Approx 1.5 acre of premier level, wooded property at end of cul-
de-sac.  Has final approval for site plan. Survey available. House can be up to
6500 sq.ft, 5/6 Bedrooms, 3 car garage, exceptional floor plan,, designer kitchen
& custom appointments.  LAND ALSO FOR SALE…$585,000.  House and
land: $1,800,000.

Westfield...Elegant Southwest corner unit, “The Chelmsford” 2nd floor with
elevator. Pristine, sunny 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, condo with foyer, Living Room
with fireplace & sliders to balcony, formal Dining Room, newer Kitchen with
dining area, large Master Bedroom with walk-in closet, full Bath, Guest
Bedroom & full Bath. Close to downtown and transportation. 1 car garage,
basement storage.      $499,000.

Scotch Plains…Quality custom brick home. Spectacular 4 Bedroom, 3 New
Bath on park-like 1 acre property. Incredible updates: Newer granite Kitchen,
2 Family Rooms and Sunroom. New hwdflrs, New 2 zn CAC, Heat, new windows
& doors, central Vac, updated electric, accent moldings, new frplc w/3 way
view, Newly landscaped, 9 zn Sprinkler Sys, heated driveway and much more.
Must see!      $849,000.

Westfield. Striking golf course views in the heart of prestigious Wychwood.  5 BR, 5 Bth classic
colonial sits majestically on the 15th  green at Echo Lake Country Club. Quality details include
arched doorways, embellished millwork, accented ceilings, refinished floors, impeccable décor, 2
fireplaces, 3 new baths and uncompromising renovations. New kitchen (35x14) offers top of the
line stainless appliances, custom raised panel maple cabinets w/dentil molding trim and adjacent
sunny dining area and spectacular family/media room (30x14) Renovated library features pegged
oak floors, new bay window overlooking the golf course and custom cabinetry. Master BR w/
luxury bath, private guest suite, 3rd floor getaway w/ bedroom, sitting room and bath, newly designed
rec room and game room, and much more.      $1,799,000.

Blue Devil V’ballers Fall
To Vikings, Stop JP Stevens
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team suffered a 25-20, 25-
12, defeat at the hands of the Union
Catholic Vikings but rebounded to
stop JP Stevens, 25-18, 25-18, this
past week.

Against the 4-2 Vikings, Blue Devil
Co-Captain Jenelle Abbattista had 12
assists and five digs. Co-Captain
Emma Partridge notched three kills,
two service aces and four digs. Elena
Scarano had seven digs, Amanda Earl
had three kills, and Courtney Weiss
had five kills.

Viking Lisa Birritteri had 17 as-
sists, three service points, two digs
and a kill. Annyssa Herlihy had seven
service points, six digs, five kills and
a pair of blocks. Julie Monroy notched

eight kills, three digs, six service
points and an ace. Kim Esguerra had
three kills, a block and a dig.

Against JP Stevens, Abbattista had
17 assists and a service ace for the 4-
3 Blue Devils. Partridge had five
kills, six digs and an ace. Scarano
had nine digs and two aces. Chris-
tina Martinez had four digs, Morgan
Bowen had three kills and an ace,
and Earl had two kills and an ace.
Abby Flaherty notched three kills
and had two digs, while Weisse had
three kills.

Ally Xing had 12 assists and six
digs for 4-3 JP Stevens. Kripa Rajan
had six service points with two aces,
and added two digs. Lorraine
Mackiewicz had six kills and a block.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Elizabeth V’ballers

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team defeated the Eliza-
beth Lady Minutemen, 25-14, 25-17,
in Westfield on October 11.

Co-Captain Jenelle Abbattista had
nine assists, two digs and one block
for the 7-4 Blue Devils. Morgan
Bowen notched five kills and two
blocks. Grace Antonelli scooped 14
digs and had two service aces. Co-
Captain Emma Partridge had a pair
of kills. Christina Martinez had five
digs, Christine Pyo had two kills and
Courtney Weisse had three kills.

Jennifer Espinal had six kills and
two blocks for the 8-8 Lady Minute-
men. Sarah Regina had three blocks
and three kills. Daijiah Johnson had
two assists, two aces and two blocks.
Nicole Soriano had two aces and two
kills.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR INVITATIONAL GYMNASTICS CHAMPS…The Westfield High School girls won its fifth straight Cougar
Invitational gymnastics meet on October 8. Members of the team are: Kelly Bohlinger, Sara Shields, Abbie Goldring, Kaitlyn
Johnson, Lindsay Ripperger, Kelly Vasel, Christana Psyhojos, Abby Cook, Lyndsey Lee, Anna Centrella and Morgan
McAlister.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING A LUCRATIVE OPENING…Blue Devil quarterback Danny Kerr
eyes an opening and sprints in for the touchdown against the Farmers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROTECTING THE BALL…Raider quarterback Mike Alleman, No. 8, covers
the ball when he sees a Somerville linebacker closing in.


