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WALCH GETS 1ST, BOHLINGER 2ND IN ALL-AROUND

Blue Devils Get Past Cougars
In Gymnastics, 107.05-105.775

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the Cougar Invita-
tional, which was held on October 8,
and the Union County Tournament,
the Westfield High School and
Cranford High School gymnastics
teams recorded their highest team
totals of the season in a 107.05-
105.775 victory at Cranford High
School on October 5.

Cougar Mary Kate Walch edged
Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger for all-
around top honors with respective
totals of 36.275 to 36.2. A pair of
freshmen, Blue Devil Abby Cook and
Cougar Alex Puryear, tied for third
with an all-around score of 36.1. Blue
Devil junior Sara Shields came next
with a 34.55 total, and Cougar Sara
LoBue followed with a 32.975.

The 6-0 Blue Devils and the Cou-
gars were adding higher degrees of
difficulty to their routines, and it was
apparent from the start in the vault-
ing. Blue Devils Shields, Cook and
Bohlinger all performed a difficult
Tsukahara dismount, while Walch
also hit her Tsukahara dismount.
Bohlinger won the event with a score
of 9.2, followed by Walch at 9.175
and Cook at 9.15. Puryear, who per-
formed a half-on-half-off maneuver,
took fourth at 8.7, followed by Blue
Devil Christana Psyhojos at 8.55.
Shields recorded an 8.4, and LoBue
notched an 8.05.

“All girls can do Tsuks, and we did
well, because the star value is really
high. Especially it’s hard because of

these hard mats. I’m thinking for
Cougar [Invitational] I am going to
do a Tsuk pike [position] instead of a
Tsuk tuck, so I can raise my star value
higher,” Bohlinger said.

The Cougars edged a little closer in
the team totals by outscoring the Blue
Devils 25.75-25.3 on the uneven bars.
Puryear performed a handstand on
the low bar then added a pair of giant
swings on the high bar before dis-
mounting with a flyaway to take top
honors with a 9.0. Walch, who placed
second with an 8.85, flicked a giant
swing on both bars and stuck her
flyaway dismount. Cook, who placed
third at 8.75, performed a toe-on-
catch transfer, a pair a giant swings
and a flyaway dismount. Bohlinger
placed fourth with an 8.5, highlight-
ing her routine with a full-twisting
flyaway. Blue Devil Lyndsay Lee fin-
ished with an 8.05, Shields had an
8.0, and Cougar Casey Sciascia had a
7.95.

The balance beam event was bru-
tally competitive with several girls
turning in very high scores. Puryear
earned top honors with a 9.3. Her
routine featured a pair of back walk-
overs, high leaps and a full twisting
front tuck dismount. Despite falling
off the beam, Walch’s performance
tied Bohlinger and Cook for second
with marks of 9.2. All three hit their
back somersaults on the beam, and all
three stuck their difficult dismounts.
Shields scored an 8.95, and Cougar
Erin McAuliffe scored an 8.55.

“My back tuck, I took a couple of
steps, but I brought it back with my
dance, and I ended up with my cart-
wheel full,” Bohlinger described. “It
was really neck and neck. Everyone

was doing high skills, but we finished
off strong with a couple of nines.”

“A lot of the stuff I have been
working on is just form, because I
have the skills, but cleaning them up
is going to be everything,” Walch
said.

Five scores of 9.0 or above made
the floor exercise an exciting finale.
As she had in the vaulting, Bohlinger
mixed graceful leaps with tinsicas
(type of cartwheel walkover), fol-
lowed by an Arabian handspring and
added high back tucks and a back
somersault with a full twist take top
honors on the floor with a 9.3.

“My first half, I do a round-off,
back handspring, back full [somer-
sault]. Then I do my cast double full
[twist], which is a bonus. That gives
me a high star value. I just go out
there, do my dance and show off, and
I ended up with a good score,”
Bohlinger explained.

Shields exhibited plenty of power
in her routine to grab second with a
9.2. Walch and Puryear tied for third
with a 9.1 score. Walch began her
routine with a difficult front hand-
spring to a front somersault, added
several handstand pirouettes and fin-
ished with a full twisting back somer-
sault. In addition to her power moves,
Puryear included graceful dancing
moves, as did teammate Emily Grable,
who finished with an 8.85. Cook,
who scored a 9.0, featured a full twist-
ing back somersault.

“I have been working on my rou-
tine a lot, and it’s going good, be-
cause it’s a new routine for me. It’s
only the third time I competed with it.
The score that I got, I’m really happy
with,” Walch said.

“She did [get a good score], be-
cause her execution is very good. It’s
how you do something, it’s not so
much what you do, but how well you
do with what you have,” Cougar Head
Coach Michele Charney-Hulse said.

“This was a fabulous meet for us. It
was our highest score of the season.
The girls were powerhouses on the
beam and floor today. We have been
working hard on vault, and we came
out strong, which pumped the girls
up. This score will give them a little
motivation. Today is going to be the
real stepping stone into doing what
we are capable of doing.” Blue Devil
Head Coach Michelle Bryan said.

“It was good competition. We have
been waiting for some good scores
and a good team,” Walch said.

“We definitely made some improve-
ments from our last meet. We upped
our difficulty and our tumbling on the
floor. We had girls do some combina-
tions to increase their value on beam.
We are still in the process of finding
our bar routine. The girls are doing
what they are supposed to do,” Coach
Charney-Hulse said.

PURDY MAKES 4 KEY SAVES, GRAY REJECTS SHOTS

Field Hockey Cougars Edge
Blue Devil Girls in OT, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pressuring offense finally over-
came a very strong defensive effort
when center midfielder Maria
Guarisco took a pass from left
midfielder Nicole Ravetier, who re-
ceived a corner pass, and found the
net three minutes into the overtime
period to give the Cranford High
School field hockey team a 1-0 vic-
tory over Westfield at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 7.

Ravetier received the pass but was
immediately covered by a Blue Devil
defender. Seeing an open teammate,
Ravetier quickly skid the ball to her
right where Guarisco dribbled a few
steps forward and fired her shot out
of the reach of Blue Devil goalie
Hannah Purdy.

“When it comes down to seven
beat seven, it’s just about using the
space and adjusting. That wasn’t nec-
essarily the call, but she [Ravetier]
was able to recognize about passing
over,” Cougar Head Coach Jesse
Berkowitz explained. “That was great
adjustment on her part, and then again
a great finish by Maria, who was
doing a phenomenal job today drib-
bling around everybody.”

In addition to Guarisco and
Ravetier, Cougar forwards Erica
Farone, Emily Snyder, Julie Schott
and Mary Ushay  applied pressure
throughout the game, especially in

the second half where they out shot
the Blue Devils 7-1.

“We have been working a lot about
our forwards stepping up, putting
more pressure and passing well to-
gether and with speed. Erica Farone
had a lot of speed today. You could
see the hunger in her eyes. When she
gets that ball, you know she’s going
for it,” Coach Berkowitz said.

The 3-6-2 Blue Devils’ defense,
however, was up to the challenge.
Purdy, who finished with seven stops,
made two spectacular smothers in
the first half, diving to her right twice
to prevent shots on goal. In the sec-
ond half, Purdy successfully charged
a pair of breakaway attacks, one by
Guarisco and the other by Farone.

“If they are on a breakaway, she
knows that if she is the only one back
there, do not let them play you. You go
get the girl with the ball. She knows
when she can be aggressive and when
she can’t. Her game plan is to go get it.
She is not going to wait for you to
dribble in. She is going to go get it
from you. Those dives, she didn’t even
give them a chance to play offense on
her,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlyn
MacDonald said of Purdy.

“We all were hoping that we would
be able to get in the key a few more
times, but we knew that she was a
good goalie,” said Coach Berkowitz,
who added, “We still have a lot to
work on in the next couple of days.
We really want to produce a good
showing on Saturday [Union County
Tournament game against Kent
Place].”

Before the Cougars could really
penetrate the box, Blue Devil junior
backs, Kelly Gray, Emily Fahey and
Olivia Pecora, kept rejecting their

drives toward the goal. Gray made a
crucial save with one minute remain-
ing in the first half.

“Our defense played a really nice
game today. The three of them back
there! We just changed our system
from a sweeper system to a three-
back system. Today was our first test
of that, and it worked out,” Coach
MacDonald said. “They were cutting
to the ball, clearing it out of the circle,
and Kelly Gray did make one goal
line save with her stick.”

Coach MacDonald, however, was
a bit disappointed with her team’s
offense.

“For some reason, we kept passing
it to the other team. Our dodges
weren’t there from the beginning of
the game. That makes a difference in
a very close game,” she said.

The most prolonged attack took
place near the 12-minute remaining
mark when the 7-2-1 Cougars were
swarming the box and taking shots
that were being rejected by the Blue
Devil backs, but one rejection got to
the stick of Cougar Emily Pipaia,
whose lift shot just missed penetrat-
ing the goal.

Throughout the game, Coach
Berkowitz stressed the importance of
sticking to the fundamentals.

“They know that I expect a lot out
of them. I want them to be doing the
simple things right. You don’t stop
working on the fundamentals when
you are a college player. When the
national team is practicing, they don’t
stop practicing the fundamentals. You
have to have perfect fundamentals to
be able to execute more complex
plays,” she said.
Cranford 0 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0 0
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CRANFORD $350,000
NEW PRICE! Lovely Cape w/4BR, charming LR/DR area,
eat-in kitchen, 2 sizable 2nd flr BR, Rec room w/fpl in bsmt,
nice fenced yard, conv locn.

MLS: 2800556 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $560,000
NEW LISTING! Sunny, updt CH Col. on beaut block.
Wonderful curb appeal. Newer EI-Kit, LR w/ fplc. Bright &
airy sunrm, cozy fam rm. DIR: Springfield/Orange/Manor.

FANWOOD $389,900
Well-kept 3BR Split in great locn. LR w/fplc, DR w/exit to
deck, Fam Rm w/skylight & sliders to patio, Ground floor
den, CAC, fenced yard.

MLS: 2781387 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,900
Great related family living home w/marvelously updt Kit,
w/honed grnt cntrs, glorious Master suite. Too many
designer touches to mention!

MLS: 2767652 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000
Immaculate sprawling ranch in fantastic locn. Many new
features in ’09/’10. New BA & updt kit. Beautiful yard w/
pond. Rm in bsmt could be office or nanny suite.

MLS: 2808192 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $825,000
Spacious 5BR 2.2BA Colonial on nearly an acre of parklike
prop on Sth side of Scotch Plains. Close to schls. Cul-de-
sac locn. Many recent updates. Great place to entertain!

MLS: 2807350 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $1,120,000
Enchanting & sunny Tudor w/wonderful details, spacious
rms, foyer opens to LR w/fpl & FDR, sun lit FR, Ei-Kit w/
fab Butler Pantry, Lrg Mstr w/FBth & wi-clst & lots more!

MLS: 2804408 908-233-0065

MLS: 2807630 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $419,900
Charming 4BR 2BA home w/open flr plan. Wonderfully fin
bsmt. Gorgeous lot w/pvt fenced in bckyrd. Pristine home in
move in condn. DIR: North Ave/Seneca/Marlboro/Allwood.

MLS: 2796787 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $729,000
Unique 4BR 2BA Northside historic home on 1/2 acre.
Lovingly renovated & expanded to maintain old world charm
& new world amenities. DIR: E Broad/Prospect/Ferris.

MLS: 2808195 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 10/17  1-4PM  209 Manor Ave

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 10/17 1-4PM 2451 Allwood Rd

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 10/17 1-4PM 112 Ferris Pl

Open Sunday 1-4 PM 

Charming renovated Colonial with beautiful wrap around three story 
addition including a spacious family room, master suite with walk-in 
closets and vaulted ceiling bath, large second floor laundry, and base-
ment rec room. 2 Fireplaces, 2 Staircases, 5 zone HWBB heat, 4 zone 
AC. Beautiful detailed moldings, trim and pocket doors. Open floor 
plan with high ceilings and hardwood floors. Deep back yard with 
paver patio . 2-3 blocks to Town, Trains, Buses, Trader Joe's, Y, Parks, 
Franklin and Roosevelt Middle Schools. So much to see for yourself at 
324 Prospect Street, Westfield. Asking $1,295,000.  

RE/MAX  
Properties Unlimited

Scott Gleason Realtor Associate   

908-233-9292
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

All Measurements are approximate 

More Than Meets the Eye

Summit Tops Westfield
In UCT Field Hockey
The third-seeded Summit High

School field hockey team defeated
sixth-seeded Westfield, 3-0, in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Kent Place in Summit on
October 9. Katie Stuke, Caroline
Cordrey and Maggie Arms each
scored for the Hilltoppers. Hannah
Purdy made 14 stops for Westfield.

Glen Ridge Gets Past
Lady Blue Devils, 1-0
The Glen Ridge High School field

hockey team defeated Westfield, 1-0,
in Glen Ridge on October 11. Jenny
Goldberg, on an assist from Francesca
Cali, netted the lone goal.

See Cranford Online Exclu-
sive for more field hockey.

Westfield/Cranford meet also
on Cranford Online Exclusive.

Claudia Carmo
• Top Sales Month of September
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Claudia Carmo
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Claudia in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR BALL CONTROL…Blue Devil defensive back Kelly Gray, left, and Cougar midfielder Nicole Ravetier,
right, battle for ball control. Gray prevented some possible scores, and Ravetier got an assist on the winning goal.


