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COUGAR WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND, DEVIL COOK 2ND

Blue Devils Grab 5th Straight
Cougar Invt’l Championship

O’ROURKE INT, 40-YD RETURN, ONDI 4 RECEPTIONS

Blue Devil Grid Men Ground
Union Farmer Gridders, 17-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior wide receiver Peter Ondi’s
crafty catches and junior James
O’Rourke’s 40-yard punt return,
along with running back AJ Murray’s
punishing rushes, played a key role in
the Westfield High School football
team’s 17-7 victory over Union in
Union on October 8.

Ondi, who had four receptions for
62 yards, had a pair of slick recep-
tions – one for 11 yards and one for
18 yards – on the Blue Devils’ first
scoring drive, which consisted of 15
plays covering 70 yards and ended
with Murray’s three-yard bash into
the end zone with 9:14 left in the
second quarter.

“I am getting good position on

them, reading in the corner, taking
the outside release and turning around.
He didn’t even know where I was,”
Ondi said. “It’s a comeback route. I
run like 20 yards, get him to think I’m
going straight down the field, then I
quickly cut it back, and I am wide
open every time.”

Murray finished with 112 rushing
yards on 23 carries. Quarterback
Danny Kerr, who completed six of 10
pass attempts for 74 yards, also hit
wide receiver Ryan Hess for eight
yards and O’Rourke for five yards.
With Murray’s punishing running and
Ondi’s crafty moves, the Blue Dev-
ils’ offense seems to have added, at
least, a double threat for future games.

“They are going to start playing me
a little harder, but as long as our line
is giving Dan time, I am going to get
open, and we are going to make plays
all day,” Ondi said.

“We are breaking in new receivers.
Two receivers are brand new. It does
take time. This is the best [we have
been] all year throwing the football,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
said.

Westfield’s defense, which limited
Union’s potent ground game to 43
yards in the first half, forced the Farm-
ers to punt from deep in their own
territory on their second possession.
O’Rourke grabbed the punt near
midfield and returned it to the Farmer
12.

“He’s so athletic. Teams may want
to take advantage of his size, but he
does not play his size. He can hit. He
is physical, and he can get off the
ground. He is someone we are com-
fortable with, and the kids on the punt
return team know that,” Coach
DeSarno said.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cougar Invitational gymnas-
tics meet has been the closest event to
compare to the Union County meet
for years. The outcome in Cranford
on October 8 would give competitors
an even clearer insight on which indi-
viduals and which teams would rise
to the top.

On the top of the list for individual
honors from the top three teams would
be senior Kelly Bohlinger, junior
Sarah Shields and freshman Abby
Cook from Westfield High School,
junior Mary Kate Walch and fresh-
man Alex Puryear from Cranford,
and sophomore Alex Peluso and fresh-
man Kacie Bumiller from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

“We have Alex Peluso and Kacie

Bumiller competing in the all-around.
We have Melissa Gara in three events.
Those are the girls who have been
scoring highest during the season,”
Raider Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said
prior to the meet. “We are still miss-
ing Sarah Robinson, who is out with
a concussion. Hopefully, we are put-
ting in our strongest four so far this
season. We are hoping everybody

sticks their routines, and nobody gets
hurt.”

Coach Cerchio added, “Alex will
be competing her giants [swings] on
[uneven] bars, which is the second
time she will be doing it this season.
She is also Tsuking [Tsukahara dis-
mount] on vault too. We are hoping to
get some good scores.”

Bohlinger, who took second in the
all-around in the meet against the

Cougars just three days before, said,
“I’m going to do a Tsuk pike on vault
instead of a Tsuk tuck. Hopefully, I
will get a higher score on vault. Form
is very important. I have to straighten
my legs, and I have to stick it so I
don’t get any tenths off.”

Walch took top all-around honors
in that meet, so Bohlinger was quite

aware of her competition.
“Mary Kate is on my club

team, so I definitely have to
look out for her, also Sara
Shields, Christana
[Psyhojos] and Abby Cook,
and Alex Peluso, who is also
on my club team. I think she
is going to score high to-
day,” Bohlinger said.

“I am definitely going to
look out for some of the
Westfield girls. I will look
out for Kelly Bohlinger and
my own teammate Sara
LoBue, Alex Peluso from
Scotch Plains. There are a
lot of girls on our team who
I am close with, and I know
their strengths. We are strong
in everything. If I can put
together a nice meet, I think
I will be up with them,”
Walch said.

Walch had some higher
degree of difficulty maneu-
vers in store for the Invita-
tional.

“I am adding a one-and-
a-half on floor. It’s a back
full [somersault] with a half
twist, which I didn’t do at
the Westfield meet. Form is
everything. I have been
cleaning it up, so I think it’s
ready to go,” Walch said.

By meet’s end, Westfield
won its fifth straight Cougar Invita-
tional with a team total of 105.5,
followed by Cranford at 104.325 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 99.0.
Union took fourth at 95.6, Union
Catholic took fifth at 94.3, A.L.
Johnson (Clark) took sixth at 78.6,
and Dayton took seventh at 67.8.

Walch did hit her routines on the
floor exercises and the vault to win Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRAWING FIRST BLOOD…Blue Devil running back AJ Murray, No. 9, barrels into the Farmers’ end zone for the first
touchdown as teammate Nick Matthews, No. 59, raises his arms in joy.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPSIDE DOWN WORLD…Raider Alex Peluso performs a back somersault on the balance
beam at the Cougar Invitational gymnastics meet.

Raiders Tie Cougars in Boys Soccer
See Story in October 21 Edition


