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– Obituaries –
Ernest C. Shawcross, 90, Navy Veteran;
Was Pingry Teacher and Administrator
Ernest Charles Shawcross, 90, of

Wilder, Vt. passed away Tuesday,
October 5, with family by his side.
He was born on October 30, 1919 in
Arlington, N.J. to Ernest Shawcross
and Lillian Kuncken Shawcross.

Ernie grew up in Hillside, N.J.,
where he graduated
from Hillside High
School in 1937. He
went on to earn his
Bachelor of Science
degree from Newark
State Teachers College
(now Kean Univer-
sity).

In 1941, Ernie en-
listed in the United
States Navy and was
on active duty from
1943 to 1945, attain-
ing the rank of lieuten-
ant jg. He volunteered
for extra hazardous
duty, serving in a Beach Jumpers unit
that provided diversion for allied
forces in the Philippines.

Ernie married Rigmor Henriksen
on April 28, 1945 and settled in
Westfield, N.J., where they raised a
family of two boys and two girls. He
devoted his energy and abilities to the
students of The Pingry School, first
in Elizabeth, N.J. and later in
Martinsville, N.J.

His inspired and memorable ca-
reer at Pingry lasted from 1946 until
his retirement in 1985, during which
time he taught a variety of courses
and served as an administrator in the
Upper School. Ernie enriched his
natural talent as an educator by earn-

ing master’s degrees in chemistry
from Union College in Schenectady,
N.Y. and in guidance and school ad-
ministration from Seton Hall Univer-
sity in South Orange, N.J.

Ernie was preceded in death by his
eldest child, Jeffrey.

Surviving are his wife
of 65 years; his brother,
John, of Lexington, Ky.;
his son, Steven, of
Alpharetta, Ga., and two
daughters, Susan Crane
of Hanover, N.H. and
Nancy of Narberth, Pa.
He also is survived by his
16 grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren.

Ernie cared most
about his family, his stu-
dents and his gardening,
and maintained a love-
hate relationship with
the game of bridge. He

was a communicant of St. Anthony’s
Church in White River Junction, Vt.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, October 9,
at St. Anthony’s Church, with burial
following in the Mt. Olivet Cem-
etery, both in White River Junction.
Condolences may be expressed in
an online guestbook at
www.knightfuneralhomes.com.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Pingry School Alumni Association,
Martinsville Road, P.O. Box 366,
Martinsville, N.J. 08836 or to St.
Anthony’s Building Fund, 15 Church
Street, White River Junction, Vt. 05001.
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Ernest C. Shawcross

Herman ‘Tex’ Brooks, 100, Veteran;
Active Member of All Saints’ Church
Herman Daniel “Tex” Brooks,

100, died on Saturday, October 2,
2010, at his home in Scotch Plains,
where he had resided
for the past 27 years.

Born in San Antonio,
Tex., he proudly served
in the United States
Army during World War
II. He was employed in
automotive sales for
many years. Earlier, he
operated Brooks Subur-
ban Cab Company in
East Orange. He also
was a longtime active
member of the All
Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains.

He is survived by his very special
friend and loving companion, Alice
Schiller; his daughter, Jo Ann
Hunnicutt; his grandchildren, C.
Michael Hunnicutt and his wife,
Ann, Karen Brooks Leahey and her
husband, Chip, and Ronald S.

Brooks, and his great-grandchil-
dren, Cassandra, Michael, Justin,
Ture, Collin and Owen. His grand-

son, David Mark
Hunnicutt, prede-
ceased him.

A memorial ser-
vice will be held on
Saturday, October 30,
at 1 p.m. at the All
Saints’ Episcopal
Church.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be
sent to: All Saints’
Episcopal Church,
559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Herman Brooks

Caroline Stephens Holt, 93, Teacher;
Was Known For Her Varied Interests

Caroline Stephens Holt, 93, of
Westfield passed away peacefully
at her residence on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, 2010. Mrs. Holt resided in
Westfield her entire life.

She received her bachelor’s de-
gree from Hollins College in 1939
and her Master’s in Music Educa-
tion from the Teachers College at
Columbia University in 1940.

Caroline worked as a teacher in
Scotch Plains and at Holy Trinity
High School in Westfield. She was
a member of the Musical Club of
Westfield for over 60 years and also
was a member of the Travelers Cen-
tury Club, Le Petit Coin de France
and The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Her husband, William, and her
son, Roger, predeceased her.

Surviving are her daughter, Alice
Ryan of Vermont; her grandchil-
dren, Leslie Winkler and Jessica

Kane, and her great-grandchildren,
Caroline and William Deiley and
Alexander, Erik and Claire Iverson.

Services will be held privately and
handled by the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Donations in her memory to the
Musical Club of Westfield Scholar-
ship Program or the Marlborough
Veterinary Clinic, 115 Main Street,
Marlborough, N.H. 03455 would
be appreciated. To express condo-
lences or sign the guestbook, please
visit www.fanwood memorial.com.
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Sarah ‘Sally’ Edge, 74
Sarah Ann “Sally” Edge, 74, of

Scotch Plains passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, October 9, 2010,
at the Center for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains, surrounded by her
loving family.

Born and raised in Ashtabula, Ohio,
she lived in Fanwood from 1970 to
1985 and in Scotch Plains since 1985.

Sally received her nursing degree
in 1957 from St. Alexis Hospital in
Cleveland, Ohio, and worked as a
registered nurse in Cleveland, New
York City and New Jersey.

She was the beloved wife of 48
years of George Edge, and the de-
voted mother of George Edge, II and
Samantha Edge. Sally also will be
deeply missed by her three grand-
sons, Steven, Clayton and Cooper
Kasich.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, Octo-
ber 13, at St. Bernard’s Church in
Plainfield. Interment will be tomor-
row, Friday, October 15, in the family
plot at Evergreen Cemetery in
Geneva, Ohio.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Please make memorial donations
in her name to St. Bernard’s Church,
368 Sumner Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07062.
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James Boyle, Jr., 82, Was Family Man;
Financial Advisor, Sailor and Golfer

James F. Boyle, Jr., age 82, born
September 28, 1928, died peacefully
on Sunday, October 10, with his fam-
ily at his side at his home on Pelican
Island, N.J., where he has been a
resident for 70 years. Jim was a de-
voted husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather.

Jim “Duke” was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. for over 30
years, where he and his wife, Doris
H. Boyle, raised their family of six
children. They later moved to Scotch
Plains and eventually to Bluffton,
S.C. He has been a summer resident
of Pelican Island since 1940.

An avid sailor, Yankee fan and
golfer, Jim was a member of Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield for
over 30 years, and most recently a
member at Eagle Ridge Golf Club in
Lakewood, N.J. He also was an ac-
tive golfer in their Sun City commu-
nity in South Carolina.

Jim recently retired from his career
as a Financial Advisor for Smith
Barney. Previously, he was with Legg
Mason, Wheat First Securities,
Butcher and Singer, and Fidelity
Union. Jim was raised in Teaneck,
N.J. He was a 1946 graduate of
Teaneck High and 1951 graduate from
Yale University. Jim’s father, James
F. Boyle, Sr., was founder and presi-
dent of Air Cruisers, Inc., which is
still located in Wall Township, N.J.

Jim is survived by his wife of 59
years, Doris H. (née Holcombe) Boyle,

and their six children and their spouses,
Janis and Mark Blue of Toms River,
N.J., Marilyn and Lee Thornton of
Lebanon, N.J., Diane and Joe Pelosi
of Whitehouse Station, N.J., Nancy
Wheeler and Ken Staiger of Toms
River, N.J., Linda and Alan Stine of
Toms River, N.J. and James and Diane
Boyle of Wall, N.J. He also is survived
by 16 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren, and was predeceased
by his grandson, Michael Pelosi, and
his son-in-law, Ken Wheeler.

Jim was the consummate family
man and will be remembered by all in
his family for his sharp wit, bright
smile, caring demeanor, and most of
all as a great husband and father.

The family will receive friends
Thursday, October 14, 2010, from 2
to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. at The
Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals,
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park,
N.J. A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered on Friday, October 15,
2010, at 10 a.m. at St. Catharine’s
Roman Catholic Church of Seaside
Park, N.J. Burial will follow at St.
Mary of the Lake Cemetery in Lake-
wood, N.J. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Save Barnegat
Bay, 906 B Grand Central Avenue,
Lavallette, N.J. 08735, or Granulosa
Cell Tumor Foundation, P.O. Box
722440, San Diego, CA. 92172. Con-
dolences may be sent by visiting
www.ryanfuneralhome.com.
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Betty Jane Brandt, 89, Was Volunteer;
Active In Church and Community

Betty Jane Wilcox Brandt, 89, died
on Monday, October 4, 2010.

A resident of Waterman Village,
Mount Dora, Fla. and formerly of
Roselle Park and Scotch Plains, N.J.,
she was born January 23, 1921 in
Niagara Falls, N.Y. to Albert H. and
Alice Young Wilcox. After graduat-
ing from Battin High School in Eliza-
beth and attending Union Junior Col-
lege and Packard Business School,
Betty was a secretary for the Singer
Sewing Machine Company in New
York City for five years.

While attending St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Elizabeth, she met Alfred
Brandt. After several years of friend-
ship and a brief courtship, they mar-
ried in 1943. Following World War II,
they began a family and established
themselves in their community and
church, wherever they lived.

Betty volunteered for the Roselle
Park and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boards of education, PTA, Girl Scouts,
various church committees and
choirs, and various hospitals and nurs-
ing facilities – strongly believing that
giving back is the right thing to do.
Betty and Al spent their lives raising
their family, working hard, singing,
dancing, bridge playing, golfing and
traveling the world (including 33
Elderhostels.)

Betty is survived by her beloved
children, son Richard A. (Mary) of
Fanwood, son Donald E. (Barbara)
of Bridgeville, Pa. and daughter Jane
A. Bowers (Douglas) of Murrells In-
let, S.C.; six grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews. She was predeceased by
her beloved husband of 66 years,
Alfred R., and her brothers, Edward
O. and Albert J. Wilcox.

A memorial service will be held at
the Garden of Life Fellowship Hall,
Waterman Village, Mount Dora, Fla.
on Saturday, October 23, 2010. Her
ashes will be inurned at Florida Na-

tional Cemetery in Bushnell, Fla. on
Monday, October 25, 2010.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to Corner-
stone Hospice Foundation, 2445 Lane
Park Road, Tavares, FL. 32778;
www.cshospice.org.

Arrangements are by Roberts Bruce
Funeral Homes of Ocala, Fla.;
www.robertsfuneralhomes.com.
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Priscilla Sockwell, 87
Priscilla M. Sockwell, 87, of

Watchung passed away peacefully at
her beloved home on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, 2010.

Born in Plainfield in 1922, she
grew up in Scotch Plains, graduating
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She worked as a bank teller
and a librarian before becoming a
homemaker.

Priscilla enjoyed sewing, knitting
and crocheting, and created a vast
collection of beautiful treasures for
her family and friends. She also en-
joyed singing in the choir with her
husband and her friends at the
Everittstown Methodist Church. When
the trip to Everittstown became too far
to travel, they were welcomed by the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Wayne C. Sockwell; her sis-
ters, Betty (Mooney) Cartwright and
Marjorie (Mooney) Odell, and two
grandchildren.

Surviving are her sons, W. Fred,
Warren and William; eight grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

The funeral service was held on
Saturday, October 9, at the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Messages of
remembrance can be sent to:
www.therossifuneralhome.com.
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‘Four Centuries’ Weekend
To Feature 25 County Sites

COUNTY – Union County’s 13th
Annual “Four Centuries in a Week-
end: A Journey through Union
County History” will take place this
Saturday and Sunday, October 16
and 17, featuring free tours of 25
historic sites. The tours will be held
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday
and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Tour sites will be grouped into
five historic themes highlighting
periods of major changes from Co-
lonial times until the early 1920s.
Visitors can select a cluster of sites
to tour, or mix and match from all 25
locations. The sites will include:

The Osborn Cannonball House in
Scotch Plains, presenting “Ragtime
to Jazz.” Edwardian-era fashions,
and ragtime music recorded on wax
cylinders played on an antique
gramophone, will be featured.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
in Westfield, offering 18th-century
folk music as costumed interpreters
recreate the daily chores and sea-
sonal farm work of rural life, circa
1740 to 1820.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House in Mountainside, which will
include a book signing and pie-bak-
ing contest.

The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum in Cranford, featuring “A Civil
War Veteran’s Home: Peace at Last.”
Included will be guided tours, a cos-
tume display and a display of photo-
graphs, sketches and paintings of
the museum over the years.

The Dr. William Robinson Plan-
tation of Clark, celebrating the
heritage of Native Americans with
teepees, clothing, drumming and
dancing.

In Summit, the restored 1889
Wisner House at the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum and its scenic grounds,
as well as the Carter House, Summit
Playhouse and Twin Maples.

The Pumpkin Patch Harvest Fes-
tival at Rahway’s Merchants and
Drovers Tavern Museum, where visi-
tors also will be able to see the

gravesite of Abraham Clark, a signer
of the Declaration of Independence.

Other tour sites will include the
Deserted Village of Feltville-
Glenside Park and Littell-Lord Farm-
stead in Berkeley Heights; Boxwood
Hall State Historic Site and the First
Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth in
Elizabeth; Oswald J. Evergreen
Cemetery and Woodruff House/
Eaton Store Museum in Hillside;
Nitschke House in Kenilworth; Salt
Box Museum in New Providence;
Drake House Museum in Plainfield;
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway; Abraham Clark House
in Roselle; Roselle Park Museum in
Roselle Park; Cannonball House in
Springfield, and Caldwell Parson-
age and Liberty Hall Museum in
Union.

Free copies of the Historic Sites
Tour booklets, containing brief de-
scriptions of the sites and illustrated
maps, can be obtained by contacting
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202; call-
ing (908) 558-2550 between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays (NJ
Relay Users can call 711), or e-
mailing Culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The
contact information is the same for
schools and other groups requesting
lesson plans and activity kits.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Man’s Discomfort With Kids
Clouds Mother’s Relationship

A Hesitant Woman Writes: After
an ugly divorce, I thought I would
never find a decent man whom I could
trust. Ryan (disguised name) came
into my life. We have grown very
fond of each other, and I would con-
sider marrying him some day, except
for his “discomfort” with children.
He has never been married (he is 42
years old), and I notice he is impa-
tient with my two children, ages 7
and 5. He is very neat and so noise
and having toys all over (even though
the children are taught to put them
away) bothers him, and he “directs”
the children to keep things in order.
We enjoy being together after a busy
day, but he wants the children to go to
bed early so that we can relax. I have
told Ryan that I am uncomfortable
with his tendency to want to get rid of
the children, and I told him anyone
who gets me, gets my children. Ryan
says, “I know, I know,” and yet he
frowns. Is this situation, as I describe
it, indicative of problems to come?

Answer: Probably. Your young chil-
dren are an integral part of your life,
and anyone who accepts you must
accept the children. Acceptance
means enjoying being with them,
being involved with them (playing,
communicating) and exhibiting a
warm, friendly attitude. Ryan would
prefer if they wouldn’t exist. You talk
about his directing (controlling) them,
trying to send them to bed as soon as
possible (I assume) and frowning
when discussing the issue. I highly
recommend you both see a counselor
to clarify whether this relationship is
the right one for you, the one that will
bring you the happiness that eluded
you in your first marriage!

A 28-Year-Old Confused Adult
Writes: I had a wonderful childhood.
I grew up with loving parents and had
close relationships with my sisters. I
am a college graduate and enjoy my
teaching position. I have dated a lot,
but the relationships go nowhere. My
friends tell me I’m very fussy and
find fault with all of my dates. I think
they are right. Lately, after seeing
some movies with sexual abuse in the
plots, I’ve become aware that I don’t
want to get close to any man. Sud-
denly, I’m recalling an incident with
an uncle when I was in my early
tweens. He would have me sit on his
lap and touched me all over. He once
scared me by wanting to kiss me on
my lips. I never told anyone, and I
feel guilty about what happened.
Could these issues with my uncle
have affected my discomfort with
men? Would therapy help? I don’t
want to end up alone.

Answer: Yes, these issues related to
your uncle could very well have influ-
enced your comfort and trust level.
Often, when traumatized by an event

or events, we may repress them (push
them out of our conscious level), so
that we don’t have to deal with the
emotions – anxiety, fear, etc. – that
they may create. Sometimes they re-
main there unresolved, yet very much
affecting our lives. Other times, a re-
cent incident may occur which will
release some of these anxiety-ridden
feelings. This seems to have happened
regarding the sexual abuse movies
and early memories related to your
uncle. This would explain, greatly,
why you have maintained a distance
with men (via criticizing them, etc.),
thereby avoiding further pain. Please
see a therapist. I am very hopeful that,
finally, you will be free from those
pains, self-blame and fears that have
kept you from engaging in healthy
relationships with men. Good luck.

A Loyal Reader Writes: I receive
the weekly newspaper (in which your
column is printed) from a friend who
lives in New Jersey; we’re happily
living in Florida now. I’ve read your
column for over 40 years, and I’ve
never seen you clarify how you chose
“Hung Up” as its name. I love to
know origins of things.

Answer: I’m a great believer that
no matter what problems we face in
life, let’s not stay hung up on them
but try to resolve them and move on.
Life is too short; each day cannot be
repeated. So don’t be “hung up” for-
ever – and attempt to move on.

A Reader Writes: I heard you talk
about success, and you gave a one-
sentence answer to: What is the defi-
nition of success? It was great; what
was it?

Answer: Success is to believe in
yourself!

Sisterhood to Conduct
Fall Rummage Sale

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its fall rummage sale on Sunday,
October 24, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It
will take place at the temple, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Jessica Hoff-Gottschalk, chairper-
son for the event, has announced that
there will be available for sale men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing, as
well as household items, bric-a-brac,
toys and miscellaneous items. For
more information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during business hours.

Fanwood 5K and Fun Run Set Oct. 24
FANWOOD  – The Fanwood 5K and

Family Fun Run has been set for Sun-
day, October 24. Fanwood’s top run-
ner, two-time USATF Grand Prix win-
ner Michael Dixon, will represent his
hometown in the race.

The Family Fun Run will begin at 9
a.m. in LaGrande Park, with the 5K Race
following at 9:30 a.m. Music and refresh-
ments will await runners at the finish line
in LaGrande Park. The race is fully sanc-
tioned by United States of America Track
and Field (USATF) and is part of the New
Jersey Grand Prix as a 500-point race.

All proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Fanwood Recreation Depart-
ment, and will help to purchase new
playground equipment, build new rec-
reational facilities and expand recre-

ational programs for local residents.
The Family Fun Run’s main sponsor

is The Goddard School. Sponsors for
the 5K Run include the Balyasny Foun-
dation, Investors Savings Bank, The
Wonder Years Academy, Pinnacle In-
stallations LLC, TD Bank, PNC Bank,
Joint Motion, Family Investors, The
Chelsea, the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, The Oatis Family, MJB
Creation, Fanwood Democratic Club,
K-9 Resorts and Fanwood Bagels.

The entry fee for the 5K is $20 ($18 for
USATF members). The entry fee for the
Family Fun Run is $10 with a T-shirt and
$5 without. Individuals may download a
race application or register online at
Fanwood5K.org. For more information,
call Joe Valente at (201) 725-2032.

Sisterhood Meeting
On Tap October 19

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood
of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
has announced that its next meeting
will be held on Tuesday, October
19, at 8 p.m. It will take place in the
Temple Youth Lounge, located at
338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Dr. Karen Ensle, Family and
Community Health Sciences edu-
cator and department head for
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County, will be featured dur-
ing the program for the evening.

She will speak to the Sisterhood
on the topic “Supersize America:
The Obesity Epidemic,” discussing
the problems created by eating too
much and exercising too little. Her
talk will address portion sizing,
burning calories and the importance
of healthy food choices.

The gift shop will be open. For
further information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during office hours.

Michael Verchick

Michael Verchick, 73
Michael Verchick, 73, of Clark

passed away on Thursday, October 7,
2010.

Born in Linden, he moved to Clark
47 years ago.

Mr. Verchick was the owner of
Plaza Florist and Gifts in Linden.

He served in the United States
Marine Corps during peacetime.

Mr. Verchick was a member of the
Knights of Columbus and the Lions
Club, both of Linden.

Surviving are his wife, Lorraine E.
(McLeanas) Verchick; his daughter,
Michele Cambria; his son, Glenn
Verchick, and his wife, Suzy, and
four grandchildren, Lorraine Nicole,
David Blaze, Christina Michele and
Benjamin Michael.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Monday, October 11,
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
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