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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, October 21, 2010 and Saturday, October 23, 2010 at Ferraro’s South
(Catering Hall) in Westfield, New Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in
matrimonial law for over 38 years, and his group of other well-experienced
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions 
concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and parenting time,
division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court
review of changed financial and child related circumstances, how the current
economic climate will impact divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the 
law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St.

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777

www.ferrarossouth.com

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

Recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of

White Collar Criminal Defense

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

Letters to the EditorSP GOP Candidates Call on
Legislature to Pass Tool Kit

Mitchell And Boris Urge Drivers to
Observe Pedestrian Safety Law

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY...The crosswalk on Martine Avenue at Trenton Avenue
in Fanwood is an example of the need for drivers to be aware of pedestrians.
Pictured, left to right, are Fanwoodians: Asw. Linda Stender; Laura DeGennaro
and her children, Christian and Tessa; Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell and
council candidate Kevin Boris.

With the school year in full swing, our
children are now protected by a law that
makes crossing the street safer for every-
one. This is the first full school year in
which drivers in New Jersey are com-
pelled by law to come to a complete stop
for pedestrians in crosswalks. The law,
sponsored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, followed several years of ex-
haustive work by Mrs. Stender’s Assem-
bly Transportation Committee and seeks
to reduce the number of pedestrian inju-
ries in New Jersey. It is supported by

Fanwood Council candidates Kathy
Mitchell and Kevin Boris.

“Our police now have clear guidelines
for enforcement,” said Councilwoman
Mitchell, who is also Fanwood’s police
commissioner. “The idea is to put safety
over speed and people over cars with a
clear statute that carries significant pen-
alties for violators.”

Drivers must now wait for pedestrians
to completely clear a marked crosswalk,
even after a light changes, before pro-
ceeding through that crosswalk. If they
don’t, they can face a $200 fine, two
points on their license and 15 days of
community service.

“This brings New Jersey into line with
other states that have implemented simi-
lar laws over the years,” Mr. Boris said.
“It’s already had the effect of slowing
things down along our busiest streets.
While pedestrians still have to use com-
mon sense, the law will make crossing a
busy street a whole lot safer.”

Kathy Mitchell, Kevin Boris
Fanwood Council Candidates (D)

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro, and William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates for
the Scotch Plains Township Council
called on the Democrat-controlled New
Jersey State Legislature to take action on
Governor Christie’s proposed tool kit; a
series of bills that would give school
districts and local governments the abil-
ity to operate in a cost efficient manner
now that a 2-percent cap on yearly prop-
erty tax increases is now in effect.

Mr. Patti commented, “We have been
advocates for the property tax cap right
from the beginning. In fact, we would
have preferred if the voters of New Jersey
had the opportunity to support this initia-
tive by referendum so that a change to the
state’s constitution could have occurred
thereby preventing future legislatures
from undoing this crucial measure. Un-
fortunately, special interests and the
Democrats in Trenton prevented the ref-
erendum from reaching this November’s
ballot and a compromise bill was enacted
instead. Governor Christie has put forth a
series of bills known as the tool kit that
are essential if school districts and local
governments hope to operate efficiently,
if not survive with this new cap in place.
Once again, the Democrats in the State
Legislature are stonewalling and these
important bills cannot even get a hearing
let alone be put to a vote. This spells
disaster for towns like Scotch Plains as
we head into what will be a difficult
budget year in 2011.”

 Mr. Trifiro added, “Most if not all of
the initiatives in the Governor’s tool kit
have been needed for years in order to
allow local governments and school dis-
tricts to operate more efficiently and in
the best interest of property taxpayers.
Some of the initiatives include leveling
the playing field when it comes to nego-
tiating contracts with public employee

unions, reforming civil service laws,
bringing the public employee benefit sys-
tem in line with that of the private sector,
reducing unfunded mandates from state
government, and applying spending caps
to state government budgets as well. In
light of the new 2-percent cap on spend-
ing and property taxes, we are greatly
concerned that if the provisions of the
Governor’s tool kit are not enacted in
time for the 2011 municipal budget pro-
cess, towns like Scotch Plains will be
looking at employee layoffs and a corre-
sponding reduction of services that our
residents need and deserve.”

 Mr.Vastine concluded by saying, “And
while we are on record in favor of the 2-
percent tax property tax cap and the pro-
visions in the tool kit, we are also on
record in stating that the Governor’s
agenda does not go far enough. For too
long urban areas like Newark, Elizabeth,
Camden, and Plainfield have received a
disproportionate share of state aid for
municipal and school services and in
many cases these millions of taxpayer
dollars have been squandered. It is time
for the Governor and State Legislature to
stand up to activist state Supreme Court
decisions that have mandated this unfair
and unwise funding system to go on for
too long. If we are going to act within the
constraints of the property tax cap, Scotch
Plains should receive its fair share of state
aid to the municipality and the school
district. Then and only then will we be
able to provide necessary services to our
residents and retain and attract the very
best of teachers for our children’s educa-
tion.”

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro, and
William “Bo” Vastine

Republican candidates for
Scotch Plains Township Council

Fanwood Candidates
Forum Oct. 25

The public is invited to the televised
Fanwood Candidates Forum at Borough
Hall at 7:30 p.m. on October 25 spon-
sored by The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Times and aired by Fanwood TV. Please
Send candidate questions to
editor@goleader.com

 Oct. 26 Scotch Plains
Candidates Forum

The public is invited to the televised
Scotch Plains Candidates Forum at the
Municipal Building at 7:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, October 26 sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and aired by
Scotch Plains TV. Please send candidate
questions to editor@goleader.com.

Evergreen PTA Wants to Partner With
Businesses While Fundraising in SP-F
We want you, [Scotch Plains and

Fanwood owners], to know that the Ever-
green PTA recognizes the important con-
tribution you make to our community.
You help offset the tax burden that would
otherwise be carried solely by individual
homeowners, provide convenient services
for our families, and many of you have
contributed generously to our school’s
fundraising efforts through the years.
During these tough economic times, we
feel that it is important for us to show you
our appreciation for all that you do and
offer our support in return. This school
year, we commit to the following:

1. Whenever possible, we will pur-
chase goods and services from businesses
within our school district and encourage
others to do the same.

2. We will not be asking for donations
from you this year. We know many re-
quests are made of you; we don’t wish to
add to that economic burden.

That being said, we don’t want to de-
prive you of promotional opportunities
that might make sense for your business.
Evergreen School has 400 students in
pre-k through 4th grade. As a neighbor-
hood school, there is a strong sense of
loyalty to local businesses. We might be
able to help raise awareness about your
business among our families. Here are a
couple of ways we might be able to help:

1. November 13 we will be holding our
annual Tricky Tray. Contributors have
their goods on display and their company
names appear in the printed program.

2. Our Mom’s Shopping Night is De-
cember 10. Vendors can rent table space
in order to display and sell their goods.

3. Advertising in the playbill of our
May variety show is affordable.

We would love to partner with your
business to create an “Evergreen Spe-
cial.” Here’s a hypothetical example;
Tuesday afternoons are slow at the Acme
Pizza Place. Management creates a spe-
cial promotion: “Tuesdays from 4-7 bring
in your Evergreen Special Flyer and sup-
port your PTA.” The PTA handles the
publicity. Acme Pizza collects the flyers
and at the end of the special gives the PTA
a small, agreed upon percentage of those
sales. The upside for the business is in-
creased foot traffic, new customers and
heightened awareness. Evergreen gets a
boost in school spirit and some money for
the PTA coffers. With a bit of creativity,
we feel that the “Evergreen Special” could
be tailored to fit many local businesses.

The bottom line is we want to help, not
hurt local businesses with our fundraising
efforts. We feel it is the responsible ap-
proach to take during economic times
that are tough on everyone. We look
forward to hearing your thoughts, ques-
tions and ideas.

Marci Bowman, Scotch Plains
President, Evergreen PTA

GOP-led SP Council Has Posted Old
Budgets As A Perception of Openness
In the September 30 Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times, I criticized the hypoc-
risy of a Republican platform centered on
communication. Specifically, I was criti-
cal of the mayor and Republican-con-
trolled council for their past failure to act
on requests to publish town budgets as
well as minutes and videos from impor-
tant town meetings. I should, perhaps, be
flattered that three days after my letter
was published, the town hastily published
the town’s budgets from 2008-2010 on
the town’s website. However, their ac-
tion actually demonstrates several prob-
lems. First and foremost, I question the
sincerity of an action like this made solely
in response to public criticism.

These budgets have been published far
too late to be of value to citizens trying to
understand the town’s budget while those
were being debated. Moreover, while the
budgets are now linked prominently on
the home page, there are still no meeting
minutes being posted for any town meet-
ings nor any promise to do so in the
future. Unfortunately, posting the town
budgets months or years after they should

have been posted can only be taken as a
desperate attempt by the Republican-led
council to implement a cosmetic cover-
up to their historic lack of openness.

If the Mayor has changed her mind and
is now serious about openness in public
government, then she should publicly
apologize to Councilman Kevin Glover.
Councilman Glover presided over the
revitalization of the town’s web page and
has been a vocal proponent for publish-
ing town meeting minutes and videos
ever since he was first elected. Don’t hold
your breath. The Republican-led council
has instead chosen to quietly post old
budgets to try and create a perception of
openness, without actually adopting a
policy of openness. The deception is ob-
vious and speaks to their character.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

UC Clerk Protects
Archive Documents

 After September 11, 2001, when Wall
Street was closed for a week, we felt the
repercussions of a business standstill. My
office is an economic linchpin of the
county. If people cannot conduct busi-
ness, and that includes the buying and
selling of property, then the economy of
Union County would come to a halt. We
want to do everything possible to avoid
that situation.

With that in mind, I have created a
duplicate computer program, partly
funded by state grants, that stores prop-
erty records and other types of docu-
ments on a second computer at a secure
off-site location a distance from her of-
fice at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth.

This system is compliant with all New
Jersey Division of Archives and Records
Management requirements and recom-
mendations for disaster recovery. It al-
lows my office to be up and running
within hours in the event of a catastrophic
event at our main office.

It is my responsibility to protect the
integrity and availability of homeowners’
records – in most cases, the most valuable
asset our residents own. This system en-
sures the continuity of operations and
accessibility to those records. I hope it
never has to be used, but we are prepared
if we do have to use it.

The Office of the County Clerk main-
tains copies of all land documents since
1857, when the County of Union was
created. The documents stored on the
back-up computer include deeds, mort-
gages, assignments, equity loans, liens,
federal tax liens, foreclosures, mortgage
cancellations, notice of settlements, con-
struction liens, trade name certificates
and UCC (Uniform Commercial Code).

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

Candidate for Reelection


