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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Why Do People Leave
Keys Inside Unlocked Cars?

Dr. Munoz Deserves to
Have His Legacy Live on

Freeholder Dan Sullivan Calls
ARC Decision ‘Shortsighted’

Fellow citizens beware! There is an
epidemic invading our society that is so
pervasive it boggles the mind. According
to some of the reports in the police blotter
column in the October 7 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, it has already reached
our bucolic communities. Its name? Brain-
less-ness, also known as “no
commonsense-itis.”

Week after week we are entertained by
reports of things being stolen from un-
locked cars, but the reports of the missing

BMWs and Mercedes Benzes take the
cake. For not only were these cars left
unlocked, but the keys were also left
inside the vehicles. What a gift for a thief
– and what were those people thinking?
Ah, they weren’t – they had been struck
by the new epidemic. Or perhaps it was a
more social gesture to redistribute the
wealth?

Elizabeth Blanchard
Scotch Plains

I would like to applaud Governor Chris
Christie for signing legislation that has
named the trauma center at UMDNJ after
the late Dr. Eric Munoz. Eric was a great
man whose passion for service to others
was second to none. Whether it was his
work saving lives as a trauma surgeon, his
service as a member of our state’s Gen-
eral Assembly, or his volunteerism in the
community in general, Eric was a man

who cared deeply for society and his loss
touches more lives than many could imag-
ine.

Doc deserves to have his legacy live
on, and as someone who called Eric his
friend, I am grateful that Governor Christie
made that possible.

Anthony Attanasio
Branchburg

Editor’s Note: Union County Free-
holder and member of New Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority Daniel
Sullivan submitted the following state-
ment concerning the ending of the ARC
Tunnel Project.

*****
Reports today that the Governor [Chris

Christie] and the Republican Party are
“killing” the ARC project are both short-
sighted and devastating to New Jersey’s
economy.

The immediate result for Union County
Transit riders will be continued over-
crowding and more incentives back to the
automobile.

However, the decision deals a long-
term blow to New Jersey’s economy by

wiping out what would have been 6,000
construction jobs, 22,000 vehicles that
would have been removed from the road,
$4 billion in personal income that would
have come to the area, higher real-estate
values and additional job creation in New
York and New Jersey.

We need to grow an economy that
strengthens our state, our region and helps
working-class families for the long run.
The Governor and the Republican Party
have no such plan, and his choices are to
cut, rather than grow, our economy at a
time when investment is most needed.

Daniel Sullivan
Union County Freeholder
Candidate for Reelection

Union County Clerk Rajoppi Urges
People to Exercise Right and Vote

Election and campaign pundits often
bemoan mid-term elections, those step-
child elections held in November be-
tween Presidential years that generally
mean less voters going to the polls.

Here in Union County, we proudly
boasted a 78-percent voter turnout for the
Presidential race in 2008, compared to
just 19 percent for this year’s board of
education races. Some say the issue is
how to make the mid-term elections, like
Presidential elections, trendy enough for
people to come out to vote, but marketing
elections like the latest skirt length seems
trite and shopworn.

It has often occurred to me that the
nearness of Veterans Day to the General
Election date is more than a coincidence.
It’s a reminder to me of the countless men
and women who served our country in
war and peace and who now serve in
faraway countries, like Afghanistan and
Iraq, to keep us safe.

In many of these countries, the concept
of “free elections” is a distant dream,

while here in New Jersey, we have made
the process the easiest it has ever been.

With the introduction of mail-in bal-
lots to New Jersey last year, there is no
reason not to vote in each and every
election. I urge you to exercise your pa-
triotism this November 2 and take the
time to vote or request a mail-in ballot
and vote by mail. Our county and munici-
palities as well as our Congressional dis-
tricts will have candidates and questions
on the ballot that will directly affect our
lives.

Your vote, one vote, matters. I know
because I conduct more and more re-
counts each year where the difference
between winning and losing is a few
votes. Voting keeps our democracy strong
and sound.

It’s a beacon of hope for many people
around the world who do not have a
voice. Do the right thing this year: vote!

Joanne Rajoppi,
Union County Clerk

Candidate for Reelection

Councilman Foerst, Loughlin
Oppose Cell Tower at Armory

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
addressed to Westfield Fourth Ward resi-
dents and copied to the newspaper.

*****
T-Mobile has requested that the State

of New Jersey lease space on the property
of the National Guard Armory located in
the Town of Westfield for the installation
of a 150-foot communications tower. We
are strongly opposed to this proposal.

As your representatives to the Westfield
Town Council, we believe that the Ar-
mory is not an appropriate location for
the proposed tower because of the nega-
tive impacts on our neighborhood. We
oppose this project because the Armory
is in the heart of our ward and surrounded
on three sides by residential homes. Fur-
ther, the town will receive no monetary
benefit from the project but, instead, will
suffer the long-lasting effects that this
tower would have on our quality of life.
Finally, the site is located across the street
from the Westfield High School and in
close proximity to McKinley Elementary
School and Holy Trinity School.

Unfortunately, because it is a state
property, the Armory is not subject to
Westfield zoning restrictions and can
construct the cell tower without the town’s
approval. In fact, the town’s zoning ordi-
nance actually prohibits this type of
project at this location. Although we are
unable to enact any further legislation
that would prohibit the Armory from
constructing the tower, we are actively
working to stop this project.

Upon learning of the plan, we, along
with Mayor Andy Skibitsky, immedi-

ately reached out to our State representa-
tives, Senator Tom Kean, Jr., and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (both Westfield
residents), to join us in opposition to the
tower. At our request, Senator Kean is
involved in on-going conversations with
the leadership of the Armory in an at-
tempt to persuade them to reject the T-
Mobile request.

We are also using whatever tools we
have at our disposal on a local level. As an
example, our Historic Preservation Com-
mission has determined that this project
would be detrimental to the Armory as a
potential historic site, Stoneleigh Park
historic zone and other local historic
homes. We have brought this fact to the
attention of the state and requested that
they conduct the requisite investigation
to determine compliance with regula-
tions set forth by the federal government
through the National Historic Trust.

We encourage you to contact us for
updates on our progress to stop this project.
Our e-mail addresses are
jfoerst@westfieldnj.gov and
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov. Jim can be
reached at (908) 233-3251, while Keith
can be reached at (908) 233-9000. Also,
we encourage you to contact our state
representatives and our Governor to voice
your opposition to this project. We re-
main committed to you, our constituents
and neighbors, to continue to work for
you and with you on these important
issues of our community.

Councilman James M. Foerst
Councilman Keith Loughlin

Westfield

‘Beam Me Up, Scotty’: Will Cell
Towers Blanket the Landscape?

It’s a 150-foot-high neighborhood dread. Cell tower
construction proposals are popping up in almost
every available land location in our area. Swim
clubs, cemeteries, public lands and business roofs
are popular potential locations. There’s consider-
able money involved for the landholder if a cell
tower construction can be approved – perhaps
$300,000 per year for the high-rise monolith variety.

Most every property in our area is
residential, not zoned to permit cell
towers. Variances are required for
cell towers, and civic battles occur
between residents and the lawyers
for phone companies at zoning
board meetings – a process that can
take years. Even if defeated during
this lengthy process, the applica-
tion can pop up again, such as the
one near McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains at the Wil-
low Grove Swim Club.

A lengthy battle resulting in a
rejection of the application was just
concluded over a cell tower pro-
posal at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains. The Cranford Swim Club
cell tower proposal on the Westfield
border was rejected a year or so
ago.

The residents of the apartment
complex at Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield are complaining that their
roofs are being inundated with cel-
lular antennae – they say there is no
policy in place to control the instal-
lations.

Now, a cell tower proposal has
surfaced to be located at the Na-
tional Guard Armory property in
Westfield – again in the midst of a
residential neighborhood. As it is
New Jersey state property, the Town of Westfield has
no direct say on the Armory matter. But, of course,
the Armory is a good neighbor, and we expect those
in charge will listen to the concerns of its neighbors.

There are many arguments against cell towers,
such as that they are unsightly in residential neigh-
borhoods. Some say the microwave transmissions
are unsafe to humans. Experts may say this is not so,
as the level is too low to be of significance. But why,
then, is one told that holding your cell phone next to
your brain could cause damage?

It seems like there is a need for a breakthrough in
this communication technology and planning. Or
maybe this communication business is just being
overdone, and it’s really not needed or desirable at
the saturation level being applied. Satellites are in
near collision circling the Earth while searching for
a cellular tower in your neighborhood.

There are many arguments for more cellular tow-
ers. The demand for connectivity
and bandwidth is rising dramati-
cally. Nearly everyone now has a
cell phone – and they’re not just for
“texting while driving.” You can
check with your spouse while at the
ShopRite in Garwood to make sure
you select the correct box of cereal.
If you are in a boring business meet-
ing, just ask someone to call (the
others in attendance don’t mind).

Cell phones are rapidly becom-
ing portable computers – Internet
communication devices for video
transmissions, photographs and
Google. They are marvelous trin-
kets – how could we have lived
without them?

The experts will show you Venn
Diagrams, perhaps with a pretty
PowerPoint presentation display-
ing a gap in their cell phone cover-
age area – thus justifying the need
for your local cellular tower.

Of added concern, the industry is
proposing higher energy frequen-
cies as a way to increase band-
width. A serious concern, we be-
lieve that should be stopped.

The industry is at a crossroad and
is in need of some Jules Verne imagi-
nation and creativity. Perhaps ev-
erything should be switched over to

fiber optics and lasers. A few laser transceivers could
interconnect satellites to the fiber optic network for
local interaction. We’ve never heard of anyone being
harmed by fiber optics, and the cables are incon-
spicuous.

Others are now thinking that the eventual solution
might be to have a microchip implanted in your
brain. This is not really such a new idea. It was first
proposed in the 1950s science fiction thriller Invad-
ers From Mars.

“Beam me up, Scotty.”

Leader/Times Commentary

About The Tunnel
Most everyone from this area

would like to see an additional tunnel
to Manhattan, and everyone agrees
on the positive economic impact of
its engineering and construction over
the next several years. Also, resi-
dents along the Raritan Valley Line
such as Cranford, Westfield and
Fanwood hope someday for a direct
commuter train to New York City.

So, was Governor Chris Christie
correct in canceling the project? It’s
a red-hot debate. We think the Gov-
ernor had no other choice. New Jer-
sey has a bad deal, as the state must
pick up all of the impending cost
overruns — projected to be several
billions of dollars. New York pays
nothing for the project and no one
else except New Jersey is liable for
the overruns.

Perhaps over the next two weeks in
negotiating with the federal govern-

ment and others involved with the
project, Governor Christie will be
able to arrive at a workable arrange-
ment and be able to come up with this
state’s share of the funding.

It’s been called the “tunnel to no-
where” because it emerges in Man-
hattan at 34th Street, 120 feet under
ground, below Macy’s. Does it help
the commute to end up there and not
be tied into Penn Station or Grand
Central Station? We don’t know.

Another factor not well publicized:
Diesel engines such as on the Raritan
Line cannot go through the tunnel.
Only electric engines are permitted.
Exactly what would the plan and cost
be to make the conversion for the
Raritan Valley Line? Hybrid train
engines have been discussed. We
don’t know all the options.

Given the issues, New Jersey can-
not be on the hook for everything.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inchoation – An early stage or be-

ginning
2. Inauration – The process of covering

with gold
3. Yperite – Mustard gas
4. Varioloid – A mild form of smallpox

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THURIFEROUS
1. Grayish blue
2. Sparkling; glittering
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Bearing frankincense

PLEON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A string of pearls
3. The abdomen of any crustacean
4. Second-class; something of lesser

value
INTAGLIATED

1. Interlaced or linked
2. Engraved or stamped in
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. Twining about; twisting

INSPISSATE
1. Thickened by evaporation
2. Salty; saline
3. Desolate; barren
4. Soiled and wrinkled

IF We Let ARC Tunnel
Slip Away...

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Senator Tom Kean, Jr. Mr. Robins
was the original project director of the
Access to the Region’s Core (ARC) study
from 1994 to 1998 and is a trustee of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

Senator Kean, In your role as a Senator
representing Westfield and a number of
other Raritan Valley towns, I am writing
to plead with you to use all of your
influence with Governor Christie to ef-
fectuate a result that keeps the ARC project
intact. As I have written, the Governor’s
statements about the size of the potential
funding shortfall were greatly exagger-
ated. We can hope that Secretary LaHood,
in his timely intervention, can put on the
table solutions that would satisfy a rea-
sonable person.

ARC’s one-seat ride for the Raritan
Valley into midtown Manhattan is a
uniquely valuable investment in the fu-
ture economic well being of these towns.
After 16 years of work by your predeces-
sor, the late Bob Franks and others, please
don’t let this opportunity slip away. If it
does, we will all greatly regret the conse-
quences.

Martin Robins
Westfield

Westfield Must Stop
Cell Tower at Armory
I am writing to express my fervent

opposition to the erection of a cell tower
on the Westfield Armory property, which
is in the middle of a densely-populated
neighborhood where families live and
children go to school. I understand that
this property is state owned, but Westfield
citizens must do whatever we can to get
this project stopped.

I am a biostatistician and an officer of
Columbia University. I am trained in the
design and analysis of research studies to
assess the effects of various interventions
on human health. I have never been in-
volved in a study of the effects of RF
waves, but I have reviewed the literature
about studies that have been conducted.
There is simply not enough good quality
information available to be able to say,
with an acceptable level of certainty, that
it is safe to live near a cell tower.

I checked the World Health
Organization’s (WH) website and found
the following: “In response to public and
governmental concern, the WHO estab-
lished the International Electromagnetic
Fields (EMF) Project in 1996 to assess
the scientific evidence of possible ad-
verse health effects from electromagnetic
fields. WHO will conduct a formal health
risk assessment of radiofrequency fields
exposure by 2012. Meanwhile, the Inter-
national Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC), a WHO specialized agency, is
expected to review the carcinogenic po-
tential of mobile phones in 2011.”
(www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/
fs193/en)

If the WHO needs two more years to
decide whether electromagnetic fields are
safe, what is the State of New Jersey
doing building a tower in a densely-popu-
lated Westfield neighborhood now?

Several recent studies (including one
by researchers at the prestigious Cleve-
land Clinic) have showed in vitro that
cell-phone radiation causes oxidative
stress in human cells. Note that the reason
they did their research in vitro was be-
cause it is unethical to expose human
subjects to cell-phone radiation. “An in
vivo human exposure study to investigate
the effects of cell-phone radiation ... is
not feasible, owing to ethical issues.”
( w w w . c l e v e l a n d c l i n i c . o r g /
reproductiveresearchcenter/docs/
agradoc301.pdf).

And yet the State of New Jersey wants
to expose my children to cell phone radia-
tion 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It
is unethical to turn Westfield’s citizens
into unwitting test subjects in the search
for answers about the safety of cell-phone
radiation.

Let’s send the message to Governor
Christie that the health of Westfield citi-
zens is not for sale!

Alexandra Sanford
Westfield

More letters on page 19


