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Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

1-800-448-PROV    ProvidentSmartChecking.com

MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT
VISA® DEBIT CARD

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT

GET PAPERLESS eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small. It’s easy to qualify and earn
ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart rate each statement period when you:

*

Steady growth.

1Non-promotional 3.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.65% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.25% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 8/2/10. This is a variable rate account; we may change the APY at
any time after the account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions
apply; ask for or see account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded
provided qualification requirements are met. *Provident $mart Checking is powered by BancVue.

Member FDIC

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE!
3.01EARN %

APY 1

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Judges’ Ruling Invalidates
Third-Round COAH Rules

A state appeals court has given the
state five months to return to its old
system for assigning municipalities
specific numbers of affordable
homes they must provide, thus in-
validating much of COAH’s third-
round rules, Gannett’s Statehouse
Bureau has reported.

The court ruled that growth-share
methodology for determining future
affordable-housing needs was un-
constitutional. The judges ruled that
zoning practices that ban townhouses
and apartments are unconstitutional.
They also held that COAH should
return to housing rules that were in
place during the 1980s and 1990s.

The judges rejected arguments
raised by towns that COAH required
too many, rather than too few, homes
and found for private-sector devel-
opers who argued that the regula-
tions were unlawful.

Reacting to the decision, Gover-
nor Christie stated: “[This] court
decision on COAH reinforces how
imperative it is for the Legislature to
immediately follow my recommen-
dations and bring to an end this hope-
lessly complex and outdated
system…The State Assembly needs
to take up and act now on legislation
to eliminate COAH.”

Ex-Perth Amboy Mayor
Convicted of Campaign Fraud
Former Assemblyman and Perth

Amboy Mayor Joseph Vas was con-
victed last week of receiving illegal
campaign funds and lying to federal
authorities, according to published
reports.

Vas, a former four-term Perth
Amboy mayor, was found guilty of
two counts of mail fraud involving a
12-unit Perth Amboy apartment he
bought for $660,000, quickly sold
for $950,000 and then put part of the
funds in a Congressional campaign
account for his battle with then-As-
semblyman Albio Sires.

Vas was also found guilty of mis-

appropriating Perth Amboy afford-
able-housing funds to close the real
estate deal.

In all, Vas was found guilty on five
of the nine charges including two
counts of mail fraud, misappropriat-
ing funds, accepting illegal cam-
paign contributions and lying to fed-
eral authorities, according to pub-
lished reports. Vas still faces corrup-
tion charges from the state Attorney
General’s office.
High School to Receive $22 Mil.

For Soundproofing From Airport
Rep. Steve Rothman (D-9th), a

member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, joined local offi-
cials at a press conference Tuesday
at Kearny High School to announce
that $22 million under the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Airport-
Improvement Program has been al-
located to soundproof the high school
from aircraft from nearby Newark
Liberty International Airport.

The 87-year-old high school, with
a student body of approximately
1,800 children, is located five miles
from the airport, where there have
been more than one-million flights
since 2007.

Lawmakers Introduce Bills
To End Spending Abuses

State Senator Donald Norcross (D-
5, Camden) and Assemblyman Paul
Moriarty (LD-4, Turnersville) have
introduced legislation aimed at pre-
venting spending and ethics abuses
within all public bodies in New Jer-
sey  from the Governor's Office and
the Legislature on down to county
and local governments, state and
county colleges and universities,
school districts, and all independent
state, county and local authorities.

The reforms would eliminate or
curtail everything from luxury-car
stipends and housing allowances to
personal drivers and government-is-
sued credit cards, as well as banning
officials from working with certain
private employers for two years after
leaving their government jobs.

Christie Vetoes Bill Calling
For Review of Teen Decals

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie on Thursday vetoed a bill (A-
2740) that required a six-month study
of Kyleigh’s Law by the state attorney
general, saying his administration al-
ready is tracking the impact of the
law’s controversial decal requirement.

Kyleigh’s Law, which took effect
May 1, has generated public opposi-
tion from critics who claim the law -
which requires teen drivers with a
Graduated Drivers License to display
detachable red decals on their license
plates - unfairly targets young drivers.

The law is named in memory of
Kyleigh D’Alessio, a 16-year-old West
Morris Central High School student
killed in a 2006 car crash in which
another teen was driving.

“As a father, I understand the con-
cerns raised over the placement of
decals that could make them vulner-
able to crime,” Governor Christie said.
“In the light of these concerns, I have
directed Attorney General Paula Dow
to immediately conduct a survey and
report to me within six months on any
instances where decals have been al-
leged to have been involved in the
commission of crimes or targeting of
individuals.

“We must take potentially unin-
tended consequences of the law seri-
ously and make any necessary changes
based on hard facts and evidence.
While I applaud the goals and inten-
tions of this bill and its sponsors in the
Legislature, it is unnecessary, given
the actions already underway by my
administration,” he said.

The current graduated driver’s li-
cense law requires that the perfor-

mance of new drivers be monitored,
the operation and effectiveness of the
graduated driver’s license law be evalu-
ated, and that these findings be re-
ported to the Governor and the Legis-
lature by the Attorney General.

The Division of Highway and Traf-
fic Safety within the Department of
Law and Public Safety is already work-
ing in cooperation with Rowan Uni-
versity and Virginia Tech University
to study the effects of the state’s gradu-
ated driver’s license law and the recent
changes to it. This study will include
one year of data to provide a more
reliable and meaningful evaluation of
the law.

Public Forum to Offer Help
With Avoiding Foreclosure

WESTFIELD — A public educa-
tion forum entitled “Foreclosure:
Moving From Fear To Positive Ac-
tion” will be held this Monday, Octo-
ber 18, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. The event is free and open
to the public.

The forum is designed to provide
guidance to property owners fearing
or facing foreclosure issues, and to
help tenants in properties with fore-
closure issues. On-site parking is
available, and the facility is wheel-
chair accessible.

“Individuals and families in Union
County are being impacted by fore-
closure on their houses. Some have
already lost them, or are in the media-
tion process. Others may be experi-
encing the fear and anxiety of not
knowing whether or not they will be
facing foreclosure in the near future,”
stated Peter McTienan, co-chairman
of the Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission.

“We are trying to spread the word
that there are free resources that are
offered on a state and county level,
options that are available, and posi-
tive actions that can be taken,” he
said.

“People in foreclosure wake up
worried every day,” stated Caroline
Petrilla. “They do not know how to
save their homes or how to ask for
help. This conference is about reach-
ing out. We want these homeowners
to know that they are not alone. The
mediation program is designed to
provide them with experienced ad-
vocates and neutral mediators to make
sure that all possible ways of keeping
their houses are explored with their
banks.”

Ms. Petrilla is the assistant Direc-
tor of the New Jersey Public
Defender’s Office of Dispute Settle-
ment, and will be one of the key
presenters. She will provide an over-
view of the New Jersey Foreclosure
Mediation Program, and how to ap-
ply for the program and its services.

The program provides resources
and referral information for distressed
homeowners, including free state-
appointed legal representation in me-
diation, and housing counselors who
can assist with budgeting, financing,
viable loan modifications and mort-
gage-assistance programs.

“If you are in foreclosure now, or if
you are concerned about your finances
and want to avoid foreclosure, please
come to the forum and learn about
resources that can help you,” said
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Dan Sullivan.

At the forum, attendees will also
gain an understanding of foreclosure

proceedings, mediation from the court
and lender perspectives, and details
about resources available to those
who are affected.

Union County Department of Hu-
man Services Director Frank Guzzo
and Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal Director Alfred
Faella will share information on the
Union County Foreclosure Task
Force, which they co-chair. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers created this Task Force in the fall
of 2008 as the foreclosure crisis was
beginning to intensify.

The mission of the task force is to
help stabilize Union County neigh-
borhoods by providing property own-
ers and tenants with guidance on their
legal rights and resources. Foreclo-
sure resource information will be
available at the forum.

For more information regarding the
forum, contact the Union County
Human Relations Commission at
(908) 889-9028.

FW Dems to Hold
Wine Tasting, Oct. 20
FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor

Colleen Mahr and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, chairwoman of the
Fanwood Democratic Committee,
have invited the community to a wine-
tasting event on Wednesday, October
20, in support of Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell and her running mate,
Kevin Boris, the Democratic candi-
dates for election to the Fanwood
Borough Council in the Tuesday,
November 2 General Election.

The wine tasting will be conducted
by the Garden State Wine Club from
6 to 8 p.m. at The Chelsea, located at
295 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
suggested donation for this fund-rais-
ing event is $70.

A Fanwood resident for more than
50 years, Ms. Mitchell was first
elected to the council in 1998. She
is a retired nurse, a founding mem-
ber of the Fanwood Recycling As-
sociation and a former borough
council president. Mr. Boris and
his wife moved to Fanwood several
years ago with their daughter. He is
an attorney serving as counsel to
the North Brunswick Planning
Board and has been a member of
the Fanwood Planning Board for
the past two years.

For more information, contact the
Committee to Elect Mitchell and
Boris, P.O. Box 163, Fanwood, N.J.
07023; visit fanwooddems.com or
call (908) 789-7577.

NJN Could Become
Non-Profit Entity

TRENTON —  Legislation recently
introduced in Trenton would trans-
form The New Jersey Network (NJN)
from a publically-supported television
and radio network into an indepen-
dent, not-for-profit, entity.

goleader.com/
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TREE TIME...Matthew Schuman of Fanwood plants a Douglas-fir tree in
Fanwood’s LaGrande Park as a community-service project for his Bar Mitzvah.
The tree was donated by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission, which also
supervised Matthew’s planting. The tree is four feet tall now, but a Douglas-fir can
grow over 300 feet tall. Matthew also planted a second Douglas-fir in the park and
was helped by his sister, Rachel.


