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IN MEMORY OF MUNOZ...Governor Chris Christie speaks after signing legisla-
tion  renaming the trauma center at the University of Medicine and Dentistry  of New
Jersey (UMDNJ) after the late Assemblyman Eric Munoz, who had been a trauma
surgeon at UMDNJ. Looking on are Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield),
left, and Dr. Munoz’s widow, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit).

UMDNJ Trauma Center
Named After Dr. Munoz

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has signed legislation re-
naming the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey’s
(UMDNJ) trauma center in memory
of Dr. Eric Munoz, a trauma surgeon
at UMDNJ and a state lawmaker.

Dr. Munoz died at age 61 last year
after being hospitalized for treat-
ment of a heart ailment. He had
worked at UMDNJ since 1988. He
was also a professor of surgery at the
medical school.

The Republican from Summit had
served in the state Assembly since
2001 and represented the 21st Leg-
islative District, which includes Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence and
Summit. His widow, Nancy, was
elected to assume his Assembly seat.

At the October 6 bill-signing cer-
emony at UMDNJ, the Governor
called Dr. Munoz, “a dedicated pub-
lic servant, a skilled and respected
surgeon and teacher, and a friend
who is dearly missed to this day,”
according to politicsnj.com.

“I am honored to take this action
to honor and continue his memory in
a small, but significant, way. As any-
one who was fortunate enough to
cross paths with Eric knows, his
memory and legacy are best remem-
bered through the work he dedicated
himself to – the people he saved and
the countless lives he improved

through his work as a surgeon and a
lawmaker,” the Governor stated.

Also present at the bill-signing
ceremony were Assemblywoman
Munoz, members of the Munoz fam-
ily and Senators Robert Gordon (LD-
28, Fair Lawn), Tom Kean Jr., (LD-
21, Westfield), Teresa Ruiz (LD-29,
Newark); and Assembly members
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield),
Albert Coutinho (LD-29, Newark),
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Union)
Frederick Scalera (LD-36, Nutley)
and Connie Wagner (LD-38,
Paramus).

“Eric Munoz’s life was driven by
his desire to help people, and it
showed in everything he did. This
man had a five-page resume, but it
was the countless lives he touched
and healed that reflect his true
achievements,” Mr. Kean said in a
prepared statement.

“Eric was a loyal friend, a dedi-
cated public servant and a wonder-
ful father,” Mr. Kean added. “He was
a gifted surgeon and medical profes-
sor who cared passionately about
his patients, his students and the
health of the people of our state.
When he entered a room, he filled it
with energy and joy. A man like Eric
can never be replaced. Renaming
the trauma center in his name is a
way to honor his legacy and recog-
nize all that he accomplished in his
life.”

Christie Reconsiders Call
To Cancel Transit Tunnel

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has agreed to reconsider his
decision canceling the transit tunnel
to New York City after meeting with
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood on Friday.

The governor had cancelled the
project a day earlier, saying that based
on calculations by the Federal Tran-
sit Administration (FTA) and New
Jersey Transit, the final budget was
expected to top $11 billion and could
exceed $14 billion, substantially more
than the project’s current budget of
$8.7 billion.

“The fact that the ARC [Access to
the Region’s Core] project is not fi-
nancially viable and is expected to
dramatically exceed its current bud-
get remains unchanged. However, this
afternoon (Friday, October 8) Secre-
tary LaHood presented several op-
tions to potentially salvage a trans-
Hudson tunnel project. At the
Secretary’s request, I’ve agreed to
have Executive Director of NJ Tran-
sit Jim Weinstein and members from
his team work with U.S. Department
of Transportation staff to study those
options over the next two weeks.”

The New York-based Regional Plan
Association said that while a two-
week extension “still seems like a
short period of time, we’re heartened
to learn the project has been granted
a temporary stay of execution,” said
Bob Yaro, president of the Regional
Plan Association. “It is critical that
all parties stay at the table to find a
reasonable solution, [as] ARC is too
important. We believe a modest gap
exists and urge the state, Port Author-
ity and FTA to close the remaining
gap to get this project back on track.”

Of the current $8.7-billion project,
$6 billion was being split between
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey and the federal govern-
ment, with the remaining $2.7 billion
plus any additional costs coming from
New Jersey.

In a press release announcing the
cancellation of the project last Thurs-
day, Mr. Weinstein was quoted as
saying, “While we recognize the im-
portance and value of a cross-Hudson
transportation-improvement project,
the current economic climate in New
Jersey simply does not allow for this
project to continue, considering the
substantial additional costs that are
required. The ARC project is just not
a financially viable project that we
can responsibly move forward with.”

The Governor said it was “com-
pletely unthinkable to borrow more
money and leave taxpayers respon-

sible for billions in cost overruns” for
the ARC project.

The governor said he asked Mr.
Weinstein, Amtrak, the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey, New
York City and New Jersey’s Con-
gressional delegation to explore ap-
proaches to modernize and expand
capacity for the Northeast Corridor if
the transit tunnel project does not go
forward.

Among Democrats critical of the
Governor’s cancellation of the project
was Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
(LD-20, Union).

“One thing’s for sure; with the gov-
ernor leaving $3 billion in federal aid
on the table, I never want to hear him
say New Jersey isn’t getting its fair
share from the federal government,”
Mr. Cryan said. “It took 30 years to
get to this point with this project. It
took the governor 30 days to destroy
it.”

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Dan Sullivan, who sits on the
North Jersey Transportation and Plan-
ning Authority, called Governor
Christie’s cancellation of the tunnel
“short-sighted and devastating to New
Jersey’s economy.” He cited short-
and long-term benefits if the project
proceeds, including 6,000 construc-
tion jobs, removal of 22,000 vehicles
from roadways, $4 billion in personal
income that come to the area, higher
real-estate values and the creation of
jobs in New York and New Jersey.

Ex-Assis. Prosecutor Berger
Joins Community Edu. Ctrs.
FANWOOD — Carol Berger of

Fanwood has joined the Community
Education Centers, Inc. (CEC) as
criminal-justice liaison. Ms. Berger
has extensive criminal-justice, drug
court and pre-trial experience from
her 26-year career in the Union
County Prosecutor’s office. As an
assistant prosecutor, she headed the
county’s drug court and pre-trial in-
tervention programs, which served
more than 500 clients annually.

“CEC is happy to welcome Carol
to its team of experts. Her extensive
experience and knowledge of crimi-
nal justice intervention programs, in-
cluding drug courts, will help CEC
expand its already-wide offering of
re-entry treatment services,” said Wil-
liam Palatucci of Westfield, senior

vice-president and general counsel
for public affairs.

She began her career as the Union
County Assistant Prosecutor in 1984,
and in that role, she served as the drug
court assistant prosecutor and super-
visor of the pre-trial intervention pro-
gram, the sexual-assault section of
the Violent Crimes and Arson Units,
and was the assistant supervisor for
the child-abuse and juvenile units.
Ms. Berger is a graduate of Pace
University School of Law and re-
ceived her undergraduate degree from
the University of Scranton.

CEC is a provider of offender re-
entry and in-prison treatment services,
operating in 18 states with approxi-
mately 30,000 individuals in its daily
care.
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Lance Announces $39,500 Federal
Security Grant for SP-F School

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has announced that the
Scotch Plains Police Department will
receive a $39,500 federal community-
oriented policing grant for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
Police Chief Brian Mahoney and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Princi-
pal David Heisey joined Mr. Lance in
making the announcement.

The funds, administered from the
Department of Justice’s Office of Com-
munity-Oriented Policing Services’
Secure Our Schools Program, are de-
signed to help local law enforcement
and schools with enhanced school-
safety resources and equipment.

In Scotch Plains, the funds will be
used to help underwrite phase two of
security upgrades being made through-
out the school district, including in-
stalling a digital video-surveillance
system, an electronic visitor-login sys-
tem and new laptop computers.

“We need to do everything we can to
make our children safe at schools,” Mr.
Lance said at a news conference with
community leaders at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. “These impor-
tant funds will give Scotch Plains-

Fanwood education and law- enforce-
ment professionals extra resources to
ensure that our kids are safe. I com-
mend the entire Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district and community and law-
enforcement officials for being proac-
tive and requesting these funds.”

“We’re excited to receive this impor-
tant grant,” said Scotch Plains Police
Chief Mahoney. “This federal grant
will help us enhance our efforts to
protect our children and school prop-
erty on a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week
basis.”

“The $39,500 will go far in helping
to keep our schools safe for both stu-
dent and faculty,” Mayor Malool said.
“The grant is well appreciated, and I
would like to thank Representative
Lance for all his efforts on behalf of
Scotch Plains.”

According to the Secure Our Schools
Program, grants can be used to provide
law-enforcement agencies and schools
with security-enhanced equipment. For
example, communities can use grant
funds to purchase metal detectors, locks,
lighting, fencing, closed-circuit surveil-
lance systems and other security-re-
lated equipment. Mr. Lance is seeking
a second term in the House.

Human-Trafficking
Bill Clears Committee
TRENTON — The Senate Judi-

ciary Committee has approved a bill,
sponsored by Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), that expands New Jersey’s
human-trafficking law.

“Human trafficking is a form of
modern-day slavery that has a devas-
tating impact on victims, their fami-
lies and society as a whole,” Mr.
Kean stated. “We have a responsibil-
ity to help these victims who suffer in
despair waiting for anyone to take up
their cause and demand justice.”

Under Mr. Kean’s bill, the state’s
attorney general would be required to
publicize and promote the state’s Hu-
man Trafficking Toll-Free Hotline, any
federal human-trafficking hotline, and
any local or county federally funded
human-trafficking hotline. Addition-
ally, the bill requires that police be
trained in responding to the needs of
victims of human trafficking and pro-
viding the services available to them.
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