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Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRANTED...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announced that the Scotch Plains
Police Department will receive a $39,500 federal community-oriented policing
grant for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District. From left to right at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) are Officer Ted Conley, the grant-writer;
Police Chief Brian Mahoney; Anthony Del Sordi, business administrator for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education; Mr. Lance; Frank Festa, Scotch
Plains Tea Party co-organizer; Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool; Al Smith,
Scotch Plains Tea Party co-organizer, and David Heisey, SPFHS Principal

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HALLOWEEN IS COMING…Eric Morrell and his son, Jacob, paint a pumpkin at the Jewish Community Center in Scotch
Plains on Sunday, October 10. The event was part of the celebration marking the expansion of the JCC’s fitness center.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATE OF THE ARTS...Members of the Union County Freeholder Board
joined Kean University President Dawood Farahi in a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to officially open the new Academy of Performing Arts High School at the Union
County Vo-Tech Schools campus in Scotch Plains, last week. The new facility
features classrooms, a theatre and studios for dance, acting and recording.
Above, Freeholders Rayland Van Blake, Angel Estrada, and Bette Jane Kowalski
applaud a student performance.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARM-FRESH...Late-season shoppers flocked to the Scotch Plains Farmers
Market last Saturday to scoop up the last of this summer’s crop of fresh corn,
tomatoes and other vegetables, as well as more seasonal items like pumpkins and
gourds. The market runs through November 6.

Union County to Seek Competitive
Contracting on Solar Installations

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to vote tonight on a resolution
to authorize seeking competitive con-
tracting for the installation of solar
photovoltaic systems on county build-
ings. The county program is separate
from a program being offered to towns
and school districts.

According to Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of engineering, public works
and facilities, the first part of the pro-
gram is a direct-buy project whereby
the county would own the system and,
thus, get back all the money it invests

for solar installations at the juvenile
detention center in Linden, the
prosecutor’s office in Elizabeth and
the Trailside Nature and Science Mu-
seum in Mountainside.

The second part of the solar pro-
gram concerns a power-purchase
agreement, which involves contract-
ing with a third-party solar developer
who pays for the total costs of the solar
installations. County buildings to be
included in this part of the program are
Runnells Specialized Hospital in Ber-
keley Heights, the Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools and the John Stamler Po-
lice Academy, both of which are lo-
cated in Scotch Plains.

The Union County Improvement
Authority has offered a separate power-
purchase program to all municipali-
ties and school districts in the county.
Currently, 46 installations are pro-
posed in 17 of the county’s 21 munici-
palities, with the county bonding $45
million – funds that will be repaid by
the power providers.

Mr. Graziano said the solar pro-
gram is part of the county’s energy
master plan, presented to the state in
2009. “This (county buildings solar
program) was all done prior to the
improvement authority’s project be-
ing born,” Mr. Graziano said.

In other business, the county is ready
to move forward on its Green Skills
Equals Green Jobs program. The pro-
gram is funded through a $1-million
grant from the United States Depart-
ment of Labor. The county is working
with the Utility Workers Union of
America (UWUA-AFL-CIO) to train
the unemployed and underemployed
for green-technology jobs, including
solar-energy installations such as the
panels to be installed on government

buildings throughout the county.
The first contract, to be awarded to

LCH Consulting of Hackettstown,
would be for 20 hours of life-skills
training in areas such as searching for
jobs, interviewing skills, résumé prepa-
ration, understanding proper work at-
tire, proper social skills in the work-
place and an introduction to the utility
industry.

The board will vote on a resolution
to award a contract to the Leominster,
Mass.-based Steven J. St. Laurent/
Bridges Safety Institute, to provide 10
hours of training per guidelines set
forth by the federal government’s
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA). In addition, the
Tri-County Red Cross is to provide
eight hours of training in cardiopul-
monary resuscitation, use of automated
external defibrillators and first aid,
which will allow participants to be
certified in CPR and first aid. All three
contracts cost $75,500 in total and are
being 100-percent funded through the
federal grant. The program will serve
220 individuals.

The board will vote on a resolution
to establish a homelessness trust fund.
This follows establishment of a $3
charge on all recording fees in the
Union County Clerk’s Office per the
New Jersey’s County Homelessness
Trust Fund Act, signed by former Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine in 2009.

County Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo told the board that County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi will be at
tonight’s meeting to provide an up-
date on how much funding has been
collected to date from the surcharge.
The goal of the fund is to move the
homeless and formerly homeless into
permanent affordable housing.

Zoning Board Votes Down
Cell Tower At Cemetery

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — It’s one cell-
tower application down – voted down
last week by the zoning board of
adjustment – and one more applica-
tion, at Willow Grove Swim Club, to
go this year, as several months’ worth
of simultaneous hearings on the two
proposals draw to a close.

The zoning board, on October 6,
unanimously rejected an application
by T. Mobile and Verizon Wireless
to install a cellular-antenna tower in
Hillside Cemetery, bringing to a
close an application that featured
seven hearings stretching over the
course of nearly seven months. Each
of the hearings was crowded with
township residents along with resi-
dents from neighboring Edison and
Plainfield, which also border the 129-
acre cemetery. When the seven-
member board voted to deny the
application last week, the meeting
room erupted, as residents stood and
applauded.

The proposed 125-foot-high
monopole would have housed nine
T. Mobile antennas at the 118-foot
level and 12 Verizon antennas 10
feet lower. Plans called for the pole
to be situated at the end of Frank
Street off Raritan Road, at the
cemetery’s southern end. The pri-
mary disagreement throughout the
hearings was whether there was a
significant enough gap in cell-phone
coverage, as maintained by T. Mo-
bile and Verizon Wireless, to war-
rant construction of the monopole.

A radio-frequency engineer testi-
fied for an extended period early in
the hearings and detailed what he
said were “dead zones” in service
for both T. Mobile and Verizon in the
area, although several residents ques-
tioned the completeness of the data
that was presented. Concerns were

also aired about potential declines
in property values resulting from the
monopole’s presence.

Board members sided with the resi-
dents, citing the negative impact the
pole would have on the neighbor-
hood and on property values while
also faulting the methods used to test
for the purported gaps in coverage.

Next week, the zoning board will
resume hearings on this year’s other
cell-tower application, one by T-Mo-
bile, which is seeking permission to
build a 117-foot monopole at the Wil-
low Grove Swim Club on Roosevelt
Avenue. Three years ago, a similar
application was made to the board,
but T-Mobile eventually was forced
to withdraw it in late 2007 after the
board turned down repeated requests
for extensions of that hearing. The
October 20 special meeting will be
the third on the application since hear-
ings began on July 1.

As with the Hillside cell-tower ap-
plication, the primary reason cited by
T. Mobile and its expert witness for
wanting to install a monopole at the
Willow Grove site is a perceived gap
in coverage for cell-phone users in
the area. Residents and a radio-fre-
quency engineer retained by the board
challenged T. Mobile’s data at earlier
hearings, with residents also citing
concerns about the tower being situ-
ated close to McGinn Elementary
School and Kramer Manor Park.

Neighborhood residents opposed
to the cell tower have organized
themselves, with many sporting la-
pel buttons reading “no cell tower”
when they attend the hearings. Lawn
signs with similar messages dot the
neighborhood not only in the vicin-
ity of Willow Grove, but elsewhere
in town as well. And a website,
fightthetoweronline.com, includes
information about the proposed
tower as well as an online petition.

Fanwood Driveway Ordinance
Now Before Planning Board

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, at its regular monthly meeting Tues-
day night, approved on first reading an
ordinance related to residential drive-
way widths. The ordinance now goes
back to the planning board for further
action.

The governing body and the plan-
ning board have been going back and
forth on the measure for the past several
months, with the key issue being
whether to allow so-called double-wide
driveways of 18 feet to have matching
curb cuts or whether standard 10-foot

curb cuts should be required even when
double-wide driveways are permitted.

During public comments, Planning
Board member Jack Molenaar, a former
Fanwood councilman, said the govern-
ing body has not explained what prob-
lem the revised ordinance is intended
to solve.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded, “There’s a feeling that
homeowners in Fanwood should be
allowed to have wider driveways
and…curb cuts if they choose to do so.”

Councilman Mike Szuch, who
helped prepare the revised ordinance,
said wider curb cuts would make it

easier for residents to get into and out of
their driveways.

“This is a solution in search of a
problem,” Mr. Molenaar said. “I dis-
agree with this [ordinance]; if you don’t
identify the problem right…you could
create more problems.”

Mr. Molenaar suggested that wider
driveways could result in people pull-
ing into their driveways at a faster
speed, creating a potential safety prob-
lem for pedestrians.

“I don’t think it makes much differ-
ence,” responded Councilman Anthony
Parenti, the borough’s former police
chief, to Mr. Molenaar’s question of
whether cars drive faster on wider drive-
ways.

Poplar Place resident Mike
DelCorsano, who has been waiting to
complete the driveway at his home,
spoke in support of the measure, as he
has at several recent meetings.

“There is an issue of visibility,” he
said, suggesting that narrow driveways
make it harder for drivers pulling in or
out to spot pedestrians, especially when
cars are parked along the street.

“If you don’t see someone, there’s
going to be a problem,” Mr. DelCorsano
said.

“A lot of people in town have drive-
ways that are wider; I don’t see a prob-
lem with it,” he added.

Resident Harry McNally said both
10- and 18-foot driveway widths “can
be handled safely.”

“My concern is paving…increasing
the impervious surface of the land,” he
said.

The planning board now has 60 days
to review the measure and make any
final revisions before sending it back to
the borough council, which will then
schedule it for a second reading.

In other business, the governing body
approved on first reading an ordinance
that restricts parking on Tower Place
and on Paterson Road between Mid-

Zoning Board Turns Down
Evangel Church Sign Request

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerns over
creating an additional distraction for
drivers on Terrill Road led the township
zoning board of adjustment to reject an
application last week from Evangel
Church to replace its sign with an LED
sign in front of its building.

After a public hearing lasting nearly
three hours, the board voted 4-3 to turn
down the request after questions were
raised about whether a lighted sign
with changing messages would dis-
tract drivers, especially during morn-
ing and afternoon drop-offs and pick-
ups at Terrill Middle School next to the
church.

“Having a sign in that location has to
change for the worse the safety of the
people there,” board member Chris
Abeel said at last Thursday’s meeting.

His comments came after board
member Rich Duthie questioned traf-

fic expert Hal Simoff, testifying on
behalf of the church, about the risks
posed to Terrill Road drivers “experi-
encing several distractions at once” as
they entered the vicinity of the church.
Besides the new lighted sign itself,
which Mr. Duthie said would be ob-
scured by landscaping on church
grounds, he also cited weather condi-
tions, parked cars, traffic, pedestrians
and school crossing guards as potential
visibility hazards for drivers in the area.

Mr. Simoff maintained that the new
sign would be safe for drivers, adding
that it would be safer than the existing
sign, given the larger size of the letters
on the new sign. He also cited a study
that claimed that signs of the type pro-
posed by Evangel Church do not pose
a distraction to drivers.

The proposed 34.6-square-foot sign
would have included a three-foot by
eight-foot message board that would
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