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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
See Cranford/SPF football game, Cranford/SPF Girls Soccer and Cranford/Westfield Boys Soccer Stories in the printed portion of The Westfield Leader

PAPANDREA SCORES 3 TDs, JAMES HAULS IN 2 INTS

Football Cougars Turn Tide,
Defeat SP-F Raiders, 21-14

GREENSPAN NETS LONE GOAL ON 25-YARD FREE KICK

Blue Devils Score in 2nd Half
To Edge Soccer Cougars, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three interceptions and a negated
touchdown pass allowed the Cranford
High School football team to turn the
tide on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders in a 21-14 victory at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on October 1.
The first interception stopped a Raider
drive late in the second quarter, and
the negated touchdown pass and two
interceptions set up all three of the 3-
1 Cougars’ touchdowns (TD) in the
fourth quarter.

“Our kids played well, except for
those three minutes. We played physi-
cally. We played well enough to win.
We just got to find a way to win,”
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli
said.

Total yardage was nearly even for
each team, although Raider quarter-
back Steve Alleman mixed a running
game with a passing game, while
Cougar quarterback Joey Papandrea
engineered primarily a running game.

Alleman, who had 45 rushing yards
on six carries, completed five of 14

passes for 92 yards, which included
two TDs and three interceptions.
Running back Quentin Blackwell had
126 of the Raiders’ 153 net rushing
yards on 19 carries. Wide receiver
Matt Jegede had three receptions for
46 yards, including a 10-yard TD
grab. Wide receiver Ahmed
Channaoui had a 35-yard TD grab,
and running back Neville Hall had an
11-yard reception.

Papandrea completed three of seven
pass attempts for 15 yards, and wide
receiver Ryan Williamson had all
three receptions. The Cougars totaled
205 yards on the ground, and
Papandrea accounted for 119 of them,
including all three TDs. Running back
Reggie Green carried six times for 39
yards, JP Christiano had 21 yards on
five carries, Tyrone Avent had seven
carries for 12 yards, and Nick Diaz
had three carries for 13 yards.

The Raider defense was holding
the Cougars’ option running game in
check during the entire first half. In
the meantime, the Raiders put to-
gether a six-play, 64-yard scoring
drive, which included Alleman’s 38-
yard keeper and Jegede’s 10-yard TD
reception with 6:58 left in the half.

The Raiders threatened again just
before the half, but Cougar defensive
back Eric Garguilo intercepted
Alleman’s pass at the 19-yard line.

Early in the second half, the 0-4
Raiders were on the move again.
Alleman connected with Channaoui
on the right sideline. From there,
Channaoui dashed toward the end
zone to conclude what appeared to be
a 46-yard TD, but an illegal block in
the back negated the play. The Cou-
gars responded with a quarterback
sack and forced a punt, which rolled
out of bounds on the Cranford nine-
yard line.

What came next was a 91-yard, 19-
play scoring drive, which ended with
Papandrea’s four-yard, right curl into
the end zone with 8:06 left in the
game. Rob Gaeta booted the point
after to knot the score, 7-7. Disaster
struck the Raiders on their next series
when Cougar defensive back Walter
James intercepted Alleman’s pass at
the 35 and returned it to the Raider
30. Three plays later, Papandrea
curled right again for a 22-yard TD
with 6:16 remaining.

The Raiders’ misfortune contin-
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Senior forward Joe Greenspan
drilled a free kick into the right cor-
ner of the net from 25-yards yards out
midway through the second half to
give the 15th-ranked Westfield High
school boy soccer team a 1-0 victory
over Cranford at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on October 1.

The offensive-minded Blue Devils
out-shot the defensive-minded Cou-
gars 6-2 in the first half and 8-1 in the
second half. The Cougars’ strategy
was to move their most experienced
players to the backfield in an effort to
prevent any scoring on the part of the
4-0-1 Blue Devils.

Cougar senior Co-Captains Ray El-
Khoury shifted to sweeper and Eric
Walano moved back to the stopper
position. Junior George El-Khoury

defended on the right and senior Dan
Couto defended on the left side.

“I thought they played more of a
defensive game,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

“Our defense played great. We had

the same back line when we beat
Union last week. For Linden and
Summit, I was still moving players
around looking to generate some of-
fense, but for Westfield, we went
back to this defensive set. And this is
the way it’s going to stay even if we
don’t score,” Cougar Head Coach
Mike Curci said.

The two most wicked shots on goal
in the first half came off the foot of
senior Eric Byers, but Cougar goal-
keeper Mark Osofsky, who finished
with six saves, made two miraculous
saves. Early in the second half,
Greenspan one-hopped a header in
front of the Cougar goal that bounced
and hit the crossbar. Osofsky alertly
smothered the rebound just two yards
from the near post.

With 16:15 remaining, Greenspan
got his restart on the right hash mark.

His shot eluded the defenders and
lodged into the far corner out of the
reach of Osofsky.

“I liked the fact that we converted
on a restart. Joe had a great bending
shot around the wall,” Coach Kapner

said.
After Greenspan scored, Blue Devil

Mike Jones’ shot nicked the right
post, and once again, Osofsky
pounced on the ball. Later in the
game, Blue Devil sophomore Shane
Kronick sent a corner kick into
Greenspan, who headed the ball right
at the net, but Osofsky managed to
bat it away.

“Osofsky is playing very well in
goal and continues to get better with
each game. He’s just a very talented
athlete,” Coach Curci said. “Our team
played very well. It was a gutsy effort.
We have eight new starters, a goalie
who has played all of three months,
and we were playing a strong, experi-
enced team who, in my opinion is the
favorite to win the county tournament
based on their talent and experience.”

“I thought their keeper made some

exceptional saves. Even in the sec-
ond half, he made two great saves. I
think their goalkeeper kept them in
the game,” Coach Kapner said.

“We’ve been in every game and
we’re just going to get better with
experience. Our players are very posi-
tive about the rest of the season,
they’re working hard and they be-
lieve in each other. I felt from the
beginning, this would be a work in
progress, and I think we’re even fur-
ther along than I thought we would be
at this point,” Coach Curci said.
“We’re definitely looking forward to
the tournaments. I think we’ve proven
we can match up with anybody. Right
now, it’s all about developing chem-
istry and experience.”

The Cougars’ next home game will
be against Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on Tuesday, October 12, at 4 p.m.
The Blue Devils will travel into
Raider territory tomorrow, October
8, at 4 p.m.
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Sarah Barry, a senior on the varsity volleyball team, had 47 assists, five service
aces, a kill, a block and served 25 points this past week. The Lady Cougars are currently 7-2 for the season.

Transform Your House Into Your Dream House

1(877) 572-0738

www.brickface.com/2010

For over 50 years, our award-winning company specializes in the installation of high-quality
Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

Bridal Showers • Corporate Events
Custom Wine Tastings • Holiday Celebrations

Retail & More

908-518-WINE • 514 North Avenue, Garwood • www.rosieswinebar.com

celebrate @ rosie’s...
Celebrate the SPIRIT of Halloween: A Wicked Week of Parties, Seasonal Menus, Drink Specials & Events

HalloWINE Week

Mon, Oct 25: Mischievous Monday - Rosie’s Choice

Tues, Oct 26: Pumpkin Beer Sampler Special

Wed, Oct 27: Wine & Chocolate Pairing - RSVP Required - Call For More Info

Fri, Oct 29 & Sat, Oct 30: Come in Costume for a FREE Drink from our Holiday Inspired Beverage List

Thurs, Oct 28: Masquerade Party - Live Music - Countless Killer Concoctions to Consume

Sun, Oct 31: Happy Halloween.  Candy Crazed?  Tired of Trick-or-Treating?  Visit Us for Alternative Energy Options.  Treats Available Upon Request

Upcoming
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Upcoming
Events:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Probitas Verus HonosCranford Cougar Snacks:

Soccer Farmers Top
Lady Cougars, 1-0

The Union High School Lady
Farmers soccer team recorded it third
straight shutout with a 1-0 victory
over the Cranford Lady Cougars on
September 30. Stephanie Narciso, on
an assist from Molly Collins, scored
the goal for the 3-5 Farmers.

Cougars Nip Columbia
In Field Hockey, 2-1

The Cranford High School field
hockey team upped its record to 5-0-
1 with a 2-1 victory over the Colum-
bia Cougars in Maplewood on Sep-
tember 30. Nicole Ravetier and Maria
Guarisco each netted a goal, and
goalie Jessica McCoy made seven
saves.

Cougar V’ballers Rock
Rahway, 25-14, 25-17
The 8-2 Cranford High School girls

volleyball team swept the Rahway
Indians in two games, 25-14, 25-17,
in Cranford on October 4. Cougar
Athlete of week Sarah Barry totaled
10 assists and two service points.
Senior Katie Knorr notched five kills,
one block and one service point. Se-
nior Alexis Inselberg had five kills,
two digs and three service points, and
senior Alex Bizub had four kills, two
digs, five service aces and 10 service
points. Juniors Gabby Pericone added
a pair of kills and an ace, and Izzy
Acton had five service aces.

According to Cougar Head Coach
Lucy Diaz, “The girls had fun and
enjoyed the match, realizing their
comfort zone. The seniors did a great
job motivating and keeping everyone
levelheaded, and the underclassmen
continued to handle the pressure of
on-and-off court decisions very well.”

The Cougars are looking forward
to another face-off with the New
Providence Pioneers on Tuesday,
October 12, at 4:30 p.m. in Cranford.
The 10-0 Pioneers defeated the Cou-
gars, 18-25, 25-15, 25-22, on Octo-
ber 1.

Summit Tops Cougars
In Field Hockey, 1-0
The 7-3-1 Summit High School

girls field hockey team notched a 1-
0 victory over the hosting Cranford
Cougars on October 5 when Katie
Birle flicked in a second-half goal.
Jesse McCoy had 10 stops for the 5-
2-1 Lady Cougars.

Westfield Nips Cougars
In Gymnastics Meet
The undefeated Westfield High

School gymnastics team squeezed
past the Cranford Cougars, 107.05-
105.775, in Cranford on October 5.
Both teams recorded season-high
totals in preparation for the big Cou-
gar Invitational, which will be held
tomorrow, October 8 in the Cranford
High School gym. See full story of
the Cranford/Westfield meet in
next week’s edition of the Online
Cougar Exclusive and The
Westfield Leader newspaper.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN POSITION TO MAKE THE TACKLE…Cougar linebacker J.T. Vicci, No. 33, positions himself to make the tackle on
Raider running back Quentin Blackwell, No. 24, but Raider tight end Alex Daboub, No. 11, closes in to make a block.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING THE BALL TOWARD BLUE DEVIL TERRITORY…Cougar forward Mike Helmstetter, No. 4, boots the ball
downfield past teammate Ray El-Khoury, No. 14, and Blue Devil Andrew Garfinkel, No. 20. See photo on page 3.


