
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 7, 2010 Page 13

NAGOURNEY NETS PAIR OF GOALS, GLOVER ASSISTS

Raider Soccer Girls Topple
Summit Hilltoppers, 2-1

By JOE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning games is not always just a
matter of passing, shooting and play-
ing defense. Emotions are a huge
factor, as the Scotch Plains Fanwood
girls soccer team found out against
Summit in Scotch Plains on Septem-
ber 30. Coming off a tough loss to
Union, the girls were able to put that
game, as well as a difficult first half,
behind them and pull out a 2-1 win.

The 4-1-2 Raiders came out look-
ing strong for the first few minutes of
the game. They possessed the ball
well, and for the most part, just looked
stronger against 2-2-1 Summit. How-
ever, they were not creating any good
offensive opportunities, and the mo-
mentum quickly switched to the
Hilltoppers.

By the 15th minute, Summit really
began to get into the flow of the game
and started to control the tempo. Sum-
mit was getting more players forward
on offense, and they were gaining
confidence quickly.

Their hard work paid off. In the

29th minute, the Hilltoppers broke
through the Raider defense and Brit-
tany Toffey blasted a shot into the
back of the net.

Almost immediately the body lan-
guage for the Raiders changed. They
did not look sharp for the rest of the
half. In fact they were bailed out a
number of times by their defense,
particularly by Christine Miklas and
Avi Shadmi.

“Yes, we were flat in the first half,”
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing said.
“You know we just had a tough loss
the other day, and I think they were
just feeling sorry for themselves.”

But coach Ewing must have said
something magical during halftime
because the Raiders came out firing.
Two minutes into the second half
Emily Nagourney received a pass,

beat her defender right and ripped a
shot, hard and low, past Hilltopper
keeper Liz Cassin.

The equalizer was just the boost
the Raiders needed. They were emo-
tionally back into the game, and their
play showed it. They controlled the

tempo and were playing very physi-
cal, not allowing Summit to get com-
fortable.

With momentum on their side,
Nagourney struck again. The Raiders
had a free kick just inside Summit’s
half. Defender Jessie Klein blasted a
dangerous ball into the box. It found
the head of Julie Glover, who flicked
the ball into the box to Nagourney,
who from almost the same position as
her first goal, buried it; putting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood up, 2-1.

Now the Raiders had complete con-
trol and they did not let up, searching
for a third goal. They came close late
in the game when Nagourney played
a ball wide to midfielder Erin Pierce.
She took it up the left side and deep
into the box. She played a great cross

to Gabby Vacca, who vol-
leyed it towards goal, but
Cassin was up to the chal-
lenge and made a big save.

There was a flurry of con-
troversial calls late in the
game that had a profound
impact on the game. After a
Summit player fired a shot
wide of keeper Paige Della
Badia, and it did not appear
to deflect off of any Raider
player, a corner kick was
called, much to the dismay of
the Raiders. Summit played a
dangerous cross towards the
near post that Della Badia
attempted to cut off. But she
was not able to get a hand on
it, and it went into the back of
the net. The refs waved off
the goal, indicating that the
keeper was pushed by a Sum-
mit player.

Nagourney said after the
game, “We came off a tough
loss against Union and we
tied Johnson earlier so we
weren’t really playing up to
our potential. We came out
[in the second half] and
wanted to win and we put two
goals in.”

When asked about his
teams drop in emotions, coach Ewing
commented “Unfortunately that hap-
pens, but you have to get through it,
and I think they did a good job in the
second half of overcoming that.”
Summit 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2
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VANBUSKIRK, SALITURO NET GOALS; SHAH HITS PK

Raiders Score 3 in First Half,
Top Cougar Soccer Girls, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In an effort to avoid another slow
start, like with their 2-1 victory over
Summit on September 30, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood soccer Raider girls
launched a furious attack on the vis-
iting Cranford Lady Cougars and
scored all of their goals in the first
half to secure a 3-0 victory on Octo-
ber 4.

The Raiders appeared to be focus-
ing most of their attack from the right
side, especially in the first half.

“Our right outside mid [Erin Pierce]
is a track star and can run for a long
time, get the balls and crosses them,
so we really tend to hit it out to her,
and she always gets them” Raider
Sarah Vanbuskirk said. “We work with
the right side a lot, but we are working
on switching the other side also.”

With 19:36 on the clock, that strat-
egy worked out when Vanbuskirk took
a cross from the outside and drilled a
header into the net from eight-yards
out.

“Jesse Klein made a diagonal cross
to the left, and I did a direct header
into the goal,” Vanbuskirk explained.

“I think they were trying to do both
sides. They got stuck over there, but
we played pretty well,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Less than 10 minutes later, misfor-
tune struck the Lady Cougars when
the Raiders were awarded a penalty
kick. Raider Avika Shah came to the
mark and booted a shot into the upper
center, deflecting off the fingertips of
keeper Emily Baumann.

“I usually kick it to one of the
corners, but this goalie, I really
thought she was going to dive. I didn’t
want to go left, and I didn’t want to go
right, so I said I would just try the
middle and honestly hit as hard as I
can up to the crossbar, and she would
tip it in, at least. That’s what hap-
pened,” Shah explained.

Three minutes later, with 7:16 left
in the half, Raider Lea Salituro slid a
shot to the far post. Baumann pounced
on it, but it slipped from her grasp and
rolled over the line.

“I got a nice pass. I was dribbling
down the sideline. One of the defend-
ers was there, and I cut it back. I had
a shot to the far post, and it slid right
under the goalie,” Salituro described.

“We had two unfortunate goals
against us in the first half that Scotch
Plains took advantage of, and then
the penalty kick was a tough call,”
Cougar Head Coach Jen Michewicz
said.

The Lady Cougars were more suc-
cessful in the second half, and man-
aged to keep the ball mostly in the
Raiders’ half for the first 15 minutes.
The Raiders, however, did take con-
trol for the remainder of the game and
had several opportunities but the Cou-
gars successfully defended.

“We talked about it a halftime, if
we were down 3-0, we were still
going to put up a fight. We made it our
goal to not give up any more goals in
the second half, and we successfully
did that,” Coach Michewicz said. “We
lost 4-0 last time. It was 3-0 this time,
so we are working each and every
game. One step at a time!”

“We had different kids in there. We
had opportunities. We were looking
to spread the field and create chances
for ourselves. We did that. We just
didn’t put it in,” Coach Ewing said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 0 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A HARD SHOT AT THE GOAL…Raider Avika Shah, No. 21, launches a hard shot at the goal as Cougar Hannah
Dowzycki, No. 12, closes in. Shah converted a penalty kick. See Online Cougar Exclusive for more photos
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RIPPING A RIGHT-TO-LEFT SHOT…Raider Gabby Vacca, No. 2, rips a shot at the
Summit goal. The Raiders defeated the Hilltoppers, 2-1, on September 30.


