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Blue Devils Blank
Soccer Cougars

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two prominent athletic members of
WHS’s Class of 1979 – Paul Jackson
and John Byrne – are, sadly, no longer
with us. But the memory of what they
did in their short time on Earth is being
kept alive by family and friends of
each of them. And both will be “in-
volved” in fundraising happenings over
the coming few days.

The first Paul Jackson 5K will be
held Saturday at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. The main race starts at 9:30
a.m., and there will also be a two-mile
Walk (wheelchair friendly) and a Kids’
Fun Run. There will be post-race
snacks, kids’ activities, a DJ and as-
sorted prizes.

This is all to help the Paul Jackson
Fund, a 501(c)(3) organization created
in 1991 by Jackson, which assists fami-
lies who are in a financial crisis due to
a catastrophic illness disability. Paul’s
sister Mary is expecting a big turnout
of WHS graduates to help carry on
Paul’s mission of helping those most
in need.

If you can’t attend but would like to
contribute to the PJF, go to
www.pauljacksonfund.org and do your
thing.

Meanwhile, the 12th John Byrne
Memorial Golf Outing will be held
Monday at Copper Hill Country Club
in West Amwell Township, Hunterdon
County.

There will be giveaways, door prizes,
raffles, and prizes for a hole-in-one,
long drive and top foursome. There are
still some openings and anybody is
welcome to participate, especially
WHS, SP-F and Cranford athletes of
the late ’70s era.

Even if you don’t play golf, you can
still be part of the event by joining
everybody for cocktails and dinner
($50). You can also help by volunteer-
ing for the registration table, par 3’s
and “course management.” Whether
you attend or not, you can show your
support by sponsoring a tee ($100)
and/or hole ($100) or donating prizes
for the raffle. (FYI: The Devil’s Den
is sponsoring the second hole, a par-
3. Anybody with a hole-in-one that
day gets a free night of WHS-related
sports talk PLUS beer and food at
Dillon’s Pub.)

Check-in is at 10:30 a.m., with a
buffet lunch at 11. The shotgun start
goes off at noon, with a buffet dinner to
follow at 5:30 p.m. To play and have
dinner is $185. It’s not too late to join
the fun. Contact Owen Brand at (908)
789-2730 or brandso@comcast.net.

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
Only two quarterbacks in WHS his-

tory have twice thrown for more than
199 yards in a single game. One is Joe
Monninger (’71), and the other is …
(answer at bottom).

FOOTBALL UPDATE
As we head into tomorrow night’s

game at Union (despite winning the
last three meetings, WHS trails 27-21
in the series), it’s time to look back at
the happenings of the past three weeks.

Bridgewater 19, WHS 13: Another
year, another coulda, woulda, shoulda
… But for two blocked punts and two
failures to come up with big defensive
stops … OK, WHS didn’t show much
of a running game (A.J. Murray was
limited to 61 tough yards on 23 carries)
against Bridgewater’s mostly 5-6 align-
ment, which only saw its safety drop
back in obvious passing downs. But
something had to happen against that
setup – and it did, with Dan Kerr’s 75-
yard touchdown hookup with Pete Ondi,
who also came within a hair of a game-
breaking kickoff return earlier. Losing
FB-DE Garrett Pryor and OLB Brendan
Dugan early to injuries didn’t help. Can
we please get a playoff rematch? (P.S.:
The day’s highlight, easily, was hang-
ing out before the game with former
WHS all-state linebacker Bob McNally
(’77), who I hadn’t seen in over 30
years. PS: He looked like he could still
dominate a game on defense!)

WHS 35, Watchung Hills 14: This
game taught us that WHS Jim DeSarno
knows how to coach with a big lead,
unlike former Ridge coach “Run it up”
Tony Mottola a couple years ago. A.J.
Murray could’ve scored every time
WHS had the ball, but settled for 4-for-
4, as the first offense never stepped on
the field in the second half.

WHS 30, Elizabeth 20: A.J. Murray
carried the ball 37 times, tying Glen
Kehler’s 36-year-old school record
against Linden, and also became just
the 15th Blue Devil to reach 200 yards
rushing in a game (the most recent was
Ricardo Johnson’s 207 vs. Plainfield
in 2008). And junior kicker Jon Gribbin
became the first WHSer to boot three
field goals in one game.

THE BEST EVER?
A couple weeks back, WHS assis-

tant coach Ken Miller asked me who
was the school’s best defensive tackle
ever. The names Greg Weiss, Bill
Backus, Gerry Glassey, Chris Vejnoska,
Paul Jackson, Drew Cary and Santo
Nardi flashed through my head. And
there was Rick Sampson, although he

was a nose guard. But my pick was
Bret Schundler, the 1976 all-stater:
quick, smart and the definition of re-
lentless.

“I figured you’d guess somebody
from the ’60s or ’70s,” Miller said.
“But I think it’s got to be Maurice
Barnett. You should see him on film
against Linden, he was a one-man
wrecking crew against their Wing-T.”

Barnett (’92) was a two-year start-
ing DT in 1990 and ’91. His junior year
the team was 7-2, losing to Union (12-
0) and Elizabeth (14-7). Senior year
WHS was 6-3, falling to Union (10-2),
Elizabeth (14-13) and Linden (9-7).
That’s just 24 points from being 18-0.

THIS AND THAT
The girls tennis team has been roll-

ing along, knocking off Millburn to
win the Millburn Invitational, then
capturing its sixth straight Union
County Tournament title, and 15th in
the event’s 35-year history. Is there a
Tournament of Champions rematch
with Haddonfield on the horizon?

A nice job by the boys cross-country
team last Saturday, capturing the A
Division race at the Shore Coaches
Invitational in Holmdel. Andrew Kirna,
John Leahy and Co. are going to be
among the teams to beat in Group 4
next month.

The Class of 1960 held its 50th
reunion recently, and members took in
the Elizabeth-WHS football game.
Among those in attendance were some
former cheerleaders sitting right be-
hind me and wondering, “How come
nobody, except the band, joins the
cheers?”

IN THE GENES
Erika Zitch scored two goals, in-

cluding the game-winner on a reverse
flick with five minutes left in regula-
tion, for the Radnor (Pa.) Red Raiders
field hockey team in a recent 3-2 win.
The senior is the daughter of the late
Jim Zitch (’71), a football all-America
at WHS.

DEN STUMPER TRIVIA
Last June 3, we asked our readers to

name the five coaches who have led
the WHS boys tennis team to a state
championship. We even gave a hint:
George Kapner (four), Tony Berardo
(seven), Bill Hansel (three) and Sam
Bunting (three) were four of the five
coaches.

Although we got many interesting
guesses – anybody who got it right
would have won an evening at Dillon’s
Pub in Mountainside – there were no
winners. The correct answer was Alston

Adams, who guided the 1931 Blue and
White to an 11-0 record and a state A
Division championship. That team fea-
tured captain Rem Merry, Jim Johnston,
Henry Howell, George Brownell and
John Donaldson. They won 54 of their
55 matches.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
It’s not Dave Brown, Roger Brewster

or Jan Cocozziello, and it’s not Bran-
don Doerr or Tony DiIorio. The an-
swer is … Al Deombeleg (’72), who
had 199 against both Cranford and
Rahway in 1971.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
James O’Rourke made a diving stop

of the SP-F quarterback at the one-foot
line late in the first half that enabled
WHS to put together a mini goal-line
stand and preserve the shutout in a 28-
0 victory.

Andrew Kirna ran 15:24 to break
Jeff Perrella’s “New Course” record of
15:30 set in 2005. Matt Elmuccio ran
15:25 on the “Old Course,” which also
was 3.0 miles. The senior’s run came
during a sweep of SP-F and Linden
that gave WHS its school record-tying
49th straight win.

Debbie Wu won her fourth Union
County Tournament title, capturing
third singles to help WHS to its sixth
straight team title. Wu won at second
doubles, with Amanda Simmons, in
2007, then was champion at second
singles in 2008 and third singles the
last two years.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Weekend Events Keep Alive
Memory of Jackson, Byrne

Devils of the Month
Andrew Kirna,

James O’Rourke,
Debbie Wu

Lady Blue Devils Succeed
In ‘Play for Pink’ V’Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pink everywhere! And the pink
saturating a full house at the Westfield
High School gym paid off twice for
the Lady Blue Devils volleyball team
on October 1.

First, the Lady Blue Devils raised
over $12,000 in the Annual “Play for
Pink” volleyball game to raise aware-
ness for the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion for Breast Cancer Awareness to
help find a cure IN OUR LIFETIME.
Second, the Lady Blue Devils
emerged victorious to defeat the
Roselle Catholic Lady Lions in three
games, 21-25, 25-21 and 25-14.

Many breast cancer survivors, who
were either family members, friends
or women who had attended the event
last year, were present. The Blue Devil
girls made a hand tunnel for them and
presented them with flowers.

“It was a moving night, and the
survivors were supported in an emo-
tional survivor walk surrounded by
the players making a tent with their
hands,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bev
Torok explained.

Several additional events, includ-
ing a silent auction, preceded the
showdown between the Blue Devils
and the Lady Lions.

“The silent auction items brought
in over $2600. There was a serving
contest, and one could get pink hair
extensions if they wanted to. Food
items were donated to us from local
vendors,” said Coach Torok, who
added, “The town vendors were so
generous in giving us gift cards and
other items to use for our prizes.
What an incredible show of support
from so many wonderful people.”

The Susan G. Komen Foundation
also presented the Westfield High
School Breast Cancer Awareness Club
with the Tiffany Plate for earning the
most money for a school in last year’s
Komen Walk for North Jersey.
Westfield has won that award each of
the three years.

The Blue Devil girls had to earn
their victory with the Lions, who won
Game 1, 25-21. With a number of
long volleys, the Lady Blue Devils
managed to turn the tables and win
Game 2, 25-21. Game 3 was back-
and-forth also until junior middle
blocker Amanda Earl served up five
straight points (15 through 19) then
junior middle blocker Morgan Bowen
notched points 21, 22 and 23.

“The first game was very close,
and the second game was close like
the first. In the third game, we had a

surge at the end,” Coach Torok said.
“There were a lot of long volleys. It
was a really good, high-quality game.”

Earl also finished with four kills
and three digs, and Bowen added four
kills. Co-Captain/setter Jenelle
Abbattista had 16 assists, three aces
and one block, while Co-Captain/
outside hitter Emma Partridge had
two aces, two kills and a block. Se-
nior opposite Abby Flaherty notched
three kills, junior libero Grace
Antonelli scooped 10 digs, and sopho-
more middle blocker Courtney Weisse
banged five kills.

“It was nice to play with such a
large crowd. There was a lot of noise.
They [Lady Blue Devils] were really
pumped up. They worked hard for the
event,” Coach Torok said.

Blue Devil Boys Win
At Shore Coaches X-C
The Westfield High School boys

cross-country team took top honors
in the A Division race at the Shore
Coaches Invitational at Holmdel Park
on October 2. The Blue Devils had a
total of 93 to breeze past second-
placed Old Bridge at 162. The Blue
Devil girls finished fifth in their divi-
sion with a total of 199.

Tri-Captain Andrew Kirna crossed
seventh with a time of 16:30, while
junior John Leahy finished 16th at
16:50 and Tri-Captain Sam Tooley
finished 17th at 16:51. The Blue Dev-
ils’ top-seven had an average time of
16:54.2.

played very well. It was a gutsy ef-
fort. We have eight new starters, a
goalie who has played all of three
months, and we were playing a strong,
experienced team who, in my opin-
ion is the favorite to win the county
tournament based on their talent and
experience.”

“I thought their keeper made some
exceptional saves. Even in the second
half, he made two great saves. I think
their goalkeeper kept them in the
game,” Coach Kapner said.

“We’ve been in every game and
we’re just going to get better with
experience. Our players are very posi-
tive about the rest of the season,
they’re working hard and they be-
lieve in each other. I felt from the
beginning, this would be a work in
progress, and I think we’re even fur-
ther along than I thought we would be
at this point,” Coach Curci said.
“We’re definitely looking forward to
the tournaments. I think we’ve proven
we can match up with anybody. Right
now, it’s all about developing chem-
istry and experience.”

The Cougars’ next home game will
be against Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Tuesday, October 12, at 4 p.m. The
Blue Devils will travel into Raider ter-
ritory tomorrow, October 8, at 4 p.m.
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

See Cranford Online Exclu-
sive for more soccer photos.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CUSTOM COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Custom Brick Col, situated on park like property.
Fabulous grounds, patio & IG pool. Gourmet kit with Viking dbl oven range, Sub Zero
Fridge, 2 DW, granite counters & center island, ceramic tile. Kit & Library access the
patio. FR has dual sided wood burning fireplace. Library has custom built-ins & fireplace.
LR, FR, DR, Bedrooms & halls also have Hardwood floors. MBR w/two closets & Master
Bath w/dbl vanities, jetted tub, shower & balcony overlooking yard, patio and pool!

SPLIT

Scotch Plains. Great Parkwood Location. Large 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split featuring a
Formal Dining Room with a bay window, Living Room with a Wood Burning Fireplace,
new Powder Room, a large Family Room, all on a beautifully landscaped property. This
home also features a large 3rd floor Bedroom, a newer roof, and hardwood floors under
the carpet.

Westfield. Classic Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood, nestled on an
intimate cul-de-sac. Arching oaks shade this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath professionally landscaped
property. Over sized rooms are complimented by architectural detail through out, Formal
Living Room with wood burning fireplace and window seat and Dining Room plus hard
wood floors. Master Bedroom with a private Bath and generous closets, finished basement,
2 car garage, patio, and 4 season porch. Directions: East Broad to Wychwood Road to
Gallowae #29.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCT 10TH 1- 5PM

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction LLC. This 4
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed home sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK
opens to a bright FR and features Granite countertops & SS appliances. Detailed trim and
custom ceilings are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The spacious
sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated and ready to finish, and
includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard. Directions: Midway Ave. or Martine Ave.
to Woodland Ave #29.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCT 10TH 1- 5PM COLONIAL

Westfield. This beautifully renovated and expanded 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial is
enhanced by traditional elegance. Newer kitchen (2009), opening to FR with skylights and
cathedral ceiling, offers an ideal layout for entertaining while being spacious and
comfortable. This distinctive home features hardwood floors, beautiful entry foyer,
Master BR with skylights and walk-in closet, 2 section finished basement and generous
closet space throughout. Close to schools and train.

CUSTOM SPLIT

Westfield. Wonderfully spacious, this 4 Bedroom 3.1 Bath Split will surpass all of your
living and entertaining desires. Gleaming hardwood floors, fireplace and French doors
enhance the LR. The renovated EIK with cathedral ceiling leads to a delightful screened-
in porch and a large deck for outdoor enjoyment of the exceptional yard. The master
bedroom suite with volume ceiling includes a master bath and Jacuzzi; and an office/study
for your private retreat.


