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JOINING THE TEAM…The Westfield Foundation’s new trustees for 2010-
2011 gather outside of the Foundation’s offices, located at the Westfield train
station. Pictured, left to right, are: Sal Caruana, Russ Finestein and Alice Fertig.
The Foundation also recently announced its grant recipients for the third
quarter of 2010.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield Foundation Posts
Third Qr. Grant Recipients
WESTFIELD – Trustees of the

Westfield Foundation, a community
foundation, recently selected grant
recipients for the third quarter of
2010. The Foundation granted more
than $22,000 to five local programs
and projects benefiting all segments
of Westfield and surrounding com-
munities.

These grants will be used for such
projects as the composition of a 100th-
anniversary musical piece; community
education and outreach; nursing equip-
ment and CPR and First Aid training.

The Westfield Foundation favors
grants for programs or projects that
focus primarily on Westfield or groups
serving the Westfield community. Ar-
eas of focus include education; the arts
and other cultural activities; civic, health
and human services; community de-
velopment and the conservation and
preservation of historical resources.

This quarter’s recipients include
the Westfield Community Band,
YWCA Eastern Union County, Union
County College Foundation, Jewish

Family Services and HomeFirst.
The Westfield Foundation started

with an initial donation of $2,000 over
34 years ago, and since its inception
has distributed more than $4 million.
Its funds are professionally invested,
and the income generated is granted to
carefully screened applicants through-
out the year. Tax-deductible donations
made by local residents allow the Foun-
dation to continue its work on behalf
of the local community.

Officers of the Foundation for 2010-
2011 include Anthony J.R. Cook,
president; Bill Foley, vice-president;
Victoria Wicks, treasurer, and Donnell
Carr, secretary. New trustees for 2010-
2011 are Sal Caruana, Alice Fertig
and Russ Finestein.

For more information about the
Westfield Foundation, visit
thewestfieldfoundation.com. Those
interested in contributing to this com-
munity foundation are asked to con-
tact Betsy Chance, executive director,
at foundation@westfieldnj.com or
(908) 233-9787 with any questions.

ROTARY SUPPORTS POLICE RIDES…Denise Hughes, vice-president of the
Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, recently presented Fanwood Chief of
Police Richard Trigo with a check for $400 to support a local police bicycle
patrol program. Chief Trigo has been able to raise funds without tapping
Fanwood community resources to train and supply four officers for bicycle
patrols in the borough.

Library Invites Public to See
Murder, Madness and Poe

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host Murder, Mad-
ness, and Poe, a dramatic play writ-
ten and directed by David Houston,
on Thursday, October 14, at 7 p.m.
Rick Heuthe, a character actor with
more than 20 years of theatrical ex-
perience, will portray Edgar Allan
Poe in this production.

In 19th-century New York, Poe
paces the floor, impatiently waiting
to meet with booking agents to pro-
pose a lecture tour highlighting his
controversial stories of murder and
madness, all the while professing
his sanity, sobriety and fame.

Citing examples from his turbu-
lent life, Poe explains why he needs
the money so badly – to allow him to
marry the woman he loves, and to

finance a publication of his works.
In a desperate attempt to convince
the agents, he steps up to the podium
and presents his darkly melancholy
and spell-binding readings, as an
hourglass measures his heartbeats.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. Because space is
limited, registration is required for
this program. Interested individuals
may register in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670, or
through the interactive calendar page
at the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The library’s hours of operation are
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mountainside Girl Scouts
Invite Public For Skating

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Service Unit of the
Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
Council will hold a Family Ice
Skating event on Columbus Day at
the Union Sports Arena in Union.
All are invited to take part in this
event.

The Mountainside scouts have
reserved the ice from 1:45 to 3:15
p.m. on Monday, October 11, for
their unit’s fund-raising activity.

Included will be a “Wacky Lids”
contest. Participants are invited to
come wearing their craziest deco-
rated hat or helmet for the chance
to win a prize.

The cost of this activity is $9 per
person, or $32 maximum per fam-
ily (immediate family members
only). Skate rental will be avail-
able at $3 per pair.

Reservation forms may be ob-
tained at the Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall Recreation Office, the
Mountainside Public Library,
Mountainside’s Beechwood or
Deerfield Schools or online at
mountainsidegirlscouts.com. Tick-
ets also will be sold at the door if
space allows. For further informa-
tion about this event, call Carol
Goggi at (908) 789-9420 or visit
mountainsidegirlscouts.com.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

AzureMasada Masons
Schedule Open House
CRANFORD – AzureMasada

Lodge Free and Accepted Masons
of New Jersey, located at 478 South
Avenue, East, in Cranford, has
scheduled an open house for Satur-
day, October 9, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Part of a statewide program,
this event will give the community
an opportunity to learn the history
of Freemasonry.

The public will be able to tour the
lodge building, which has been lo-
cated at the corner of South Avenue
and Thomas Street for nearly 80
years. Members will be available to
answer visitors’ questions about
their lodge, Masonic origins, rega-
lia and practices, and the
organization’s community chari-
table involvement.

For more information about the
Free Masons, contact Philip
Donnelly at (908) 789-0813 or e-
mail pad57@comcast.net.

FCC to Hold Classes
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will resume this fall at
the First Congregational Church on
Tuesday evenings, beginning Octo-
ber 12, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.
Classes will be held in Room 21, on
the second floor of the McCorison
Christian Education Building at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.

These classes are designed for
beginners and will be open to ev-
eryone. Classes will continue on
October 19 and 26; November 16,
23 and 30, and December 14, 21
and 28.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
gentle, graceful movement based
on ancient Asian Qigong wellness
systems. The goals of this practice
include stress reduction and flex-
ibility. The practice is performed
standing up and ordinary street
clothing is appropriate. Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai
Chi and Qigong instructor, will lead
the sessions.

The church’s Board of Christian
Education will sponsor this pro-
gram. Free-will offerings will be
accepted to benefit the church’s
outreach programs. October dona-
tions will support Waysharers, a
faith-based outreach program for
adults with developmental disabili-
ties.

For additional information or to
register, call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students also
will be welcome.

Park Teacher Gets
Jail for Sex With Student

EDISON – A former Bishop Ahr
High School swim coach and fifth-
grade teacher at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains has been sentenced
to 364 days in jail and five years
probation for having sex with a 17-
year-old female student at Bishop
Ahr and asking her to withhold in-
formation from the police, accord-
ing to news reports.

Sarah E. Blessing, 28, of South
Plainfield pleaded guilty in August
to criminal sexual contact and wit-
ness tampering in state Superior
Court in New Brunswick.

Blessing will not be allowed to
have any contact with the victim or
any unsupervised contact with fe-
males under the age of 18 and must
undergo mental health counseling,
according to the news reports. She
also has been barred from teaching
or holding public employment in
New Jersey. She faced up to 10 years
in prison if convicted at trial. Bless-
ing was arrested at her home in South
Plainfield on December 1, 2009.

According to the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office, Bless-
ing began both teaching at Park
Middle and her job as swim coach at
Bishop Ahr in 2005. She has been
suspended with pay by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District and
terminated by the Diocese of
Metuchen from her Bishop Ahr job.

Westfield
Sunday, September 26, Jihad Williams-

Holmes, 20, of Linden was arrested at Lin-
den police headquarters on a Westfield
warrant. He was released after posting $250
bail.

Monday, September 27, Jehaan Deepina-
Veigo, 21, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield warrant. Deepina-Veigo
was processed and released after posting
$114 bail.

Monday, September 27, an area resident
reported that someone unknown committed
an act of criminal mischief to the stop sign
located at the intersection of Grove Street
and Grandview Avenue.

Monday, September 27, Susan Palumbo,
38, of Colonia was arrested at Madison
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by Westfield. She was released after
posting $150 bail.

Thursday, September 30, Matthew White,
33, of Irvington was arrested at Elizabeth
police headquarters on a Westfield warrant
in the amount of $78. He was processed and
released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, September 30, a resident of
the 100 block of Sandra Circle reported the
theft of assorted pieces of jewelry during
the past month that were removed from a
jewelry box located in a bedroom. The
approximate total value of the jewelry is
$34,304, according to police.

Friday, October 1, Reginald E. Saunders,
56, of Perth Amboy was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at Summit
Court and Rahway Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
individual.

Friday, October 1, Kevin L. Atkinson,
51, of Plainfield was arrested at the Somerset
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant in the amount of $387. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held in lieu of posted
bail.

Sunday, October 3, Francis A. Koczon,
Jr., 46, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
the North Avenue and East Broad Street
plaza and charged with eluding (second
degree), possession of less than 50 grams
of a controlled dangerous substance (iden-
tified by police as marijuana) and driving
under the influence. Authorities said
Koczon refused to stop for police, result-
ing in a pursuit that ended with a motor
vehicle accident. There were no injuries,
according to police. Koczon’s bail subse-
quently was set at $20,000. He was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in default
of bail.

Sunday, October 3, Roger E. Quiros, 38,
of Dover was arrested at Mountainside po-
lice headquarters pursuant to a traffic war-
rant issued by Westfield. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held in default of $750 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, September 22, a resident of

the 40 block of Elm Street reported that
someone entered three of his unlocked motor
vehicles and removed approximately $18 in
coins and a GPS valued at $100.

Wednesday, September 22, Shema
Ahmed, 34, of Fanwood was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Cottage
Way on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, September 22, Fazal Ahmed,
50, of Union was arrested on an outstanding
Union warrant after he came into police
headquarters to inquire about a relative’s
car that was impounded. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 22, Karen Jones,
47, of Nesconset, N.Y. was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
numerous outstanding warrants. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, September 23, a resident of
the 100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that her bicycle, described as a silver-and-
black mountain bike, was stolen from her
detached garage.

Friday, September 24, a resident reported
that his bicycle, valued at approximately
$150, was stolen from the north side train
station after someone cut the lock.

Saturday, September 25, a resident re-
ported that he parked his unlocked motor
vehicle on LaGrande Avenue on September
21, and when he returned on September 25,
someone had removed a GPS valued at
$100.

Wednesday, September 29, a resident of
Chetwood Terrace reported that his bicycle,
described as a black, Schwinn Grand valued
at approximately $200, was stolen from his
open garage.

Thursday, September 30, a store on the
100 block of South Avenue reported that
a black male wearing a blue-and-white
checked shirt and black pants filled a
shopping basket full of merchandise and
left the store without paying. According
to police, the suspect jumped into a motor
vehicle driven by another individual and
fled west on South Avenue towards
Plainfield. The manager of the store will
check the surveillance camera to provide
police with clues, authorities said.

Thursday, September 30, Sonya Hull,
35, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding warrant out of Glen Ridge. She
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, October 1, Larry Spurll, 53, of
Plainfield was arrested after an officer
responded to a report of an individual on
Cray Terrace who was in need of a wel-
fare check and discovered he had an out-
standing warrant out of Essex County. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and transported to the Union
County jail.

Sunday, October 3, Linn Jones, 55, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop on Shasta
Pass, at which time the officer smelled the
strong odor of alcohol. According to police,
Jones failed multiple sobriety tests at the
scene and was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 27, a resident of

Westfield Road reported that someone broke
the windshield of his motor vehicle while it
was parked in his driveway.

Monday, September 27, the custodian of
a Scotch Plains-Fanwood school reported
that a glass pane on one of the entry doors
was broken. According to police, entrance
to the school was not attempted.

Monday, September 27, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone at-
tempted to open up two credit cards in her
name without authorization using her So-
cial Security number. According to police,
the victim does not know how the suspects
obtained her information.

Tuesday, September 28, the owner of a

Plainfield Avenue business reported that
someone damaged the electric meter on the
side of his building.

Wednesday, September 29, Antone
Smith-Greene, Jr., 21, of Piscataway was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on an outstanding warrant out of
East Orange in the amount of $500. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, September 30, a resident of
Robin Lane reported that he let his daughter
use his motor vehicle, and that she is refus-
ing to return it, even after he requested that
she do so.

Thursday, September 30, the manager of
a Route 22 gas station reported that a patron
ordered $35 worth of gas and fled without
paying.

Friday, October 1, Ebonie Spurgeon,
25, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Piscataway in the
amount of $750 after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Friday, October 1, Marcela Valladares,
36, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, at which time the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol. She
failed multiple sobriety tests at the scene
and was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, October 2, Matthew
Fleissner, 22, of Summit was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after an
officer on routine patrol observed
Fleissner allegedly urinating on a motor
vehicle parked in municipal lot 2. Ac-
cording to police, when the officer con-
fronted him, Fleissner yelled obscenities
and stated that it was his vehicle and that
he could urinate wherever he wanted. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, October 2, a resident of Myrtle
Avenue reported that he gave his former
girlfriend permission to enter his residence
to retrieve her belongings, and that while
she was inside she removed $1,000 in cash.

Mountainside
Wednesday, September 29, an indi-

vidual came into police headquarters to
report that while he was driving on New
Providence Road, he veered too far to the
right and struck a mailbox with his side
view mirror. According to police, the ho-
meowner was notified and the mailbox
was observed to have a crack and the post
was bent.

Thursday, September 30, a victim who
stores his motor vehicle at a storage facility
stated that he was checking on his vehicle
when he noticed the passenger-side door
was pushed in and the hood was popped.
According to police, the battery of the ve-
hicle was dead and the vehicle was unable
to be started. Surveillance video from the
location and the business next door will be
examined, police said.

Thursday, September 30, an officer re-
sponded to the clerk’s office on a report of
a dispute between a resident and the clerk
over a letter the resident had received re-
garding a mandatory court appearance in-
volving a dog bite incident. According to
police, the clerk called authorities after she
asked the person to leave and he refused.
The officer was able to resolve the matter,
and both parties were satisfied with the
outcome, police said.

Thursday, September 30, an officer re-
sponded to Constitution Plaza on Watchung
Avenue on a report of a blue Mongoose
bicycle that had been parked in the bike rack
for more than three weeks. According to
police, the bicycle was removed and tagged
and put into storage until the owner could be
notified.

Thursday, September 30, an officer re-
sponded to an indoor tennis center on
Route 22 on a report of a stolen motor
vehicle. According to police, the victim
stated that he parked his vehicle unlocked,
with the keys under the driver’s seat, at 8
p.m. and when he returned at 9:30 p.m. his
vehicle, described as a 2007, green BMW
328X, was missing. A second victim re-
ported that he parked his 2009 beige
Mercedes Benz C30 and left it unlocked
with the keys in the pouch of the driver’s
side door at 8 p.m., and when he returned
at 9:30 p.m., his vehicle was missing.
According to police, the second victim
reported that his wallet, containing ap-
proximately $800 in cash, and his cell
phone were left in the vehicle.

Friday, October 1, a victim came into
police headquarters to report that some-
one fraudulently used her debit card on
three separate occasions to withdraw ap-
proximately $1,200 in cash. According to
police, the victim does not know how the
suspects obtained her credit card infor-
mation.

Sunday, October 3, Roger E. Quiros, 38,
of Dover was arrested for allegedly driving
with a suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Westfield in the
amount of $750 after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


