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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

ATTENTION:  
Alzheimer’s Patients & Caregivers

Have you or a loved one have been diagnosed  
with Alzheimer’s Disease?  

If the answer is yes, and the following criteria is met, you or your loved 
one may be eligible to participate in a Clinical Trial, (ST101 Treatment for 
Alzheimer’s: Research on Subjects concurrently receiving Donepezil) at the 
newly established Cognitive Research Center of New Jersey (CRCNJ), 
a privately owned clinical trials center focused on Alzheimer’s Disease  at 
Overlook Hospital, in Summit, New Jersey:

´  Taking 10 mg of Aricept/Donepezil for at least  
90 days?

´  Is there a caregiver who interacts with the patient 
daily and is willing to participate in the study?

Eligible participants will be provided no cost  
access to study related medications, monitoring and evaluations by 
experienced specialists with over 20 years of Alzheimer’s research and 
treatment experience. 

For more information, please contact Dr. Michelle Papka or  
Sandra Wrigley at 908-598-7991, or go to www.thecrcnj.com/clinicaltrial 

The Cognitive Research Center of New Jersey 
99 Beauvoir Ave, Box 271, Summit NJ 07902  
 Phone: (908) 322-5500  ´  www.thecrcnj.com
Located at: The Atlantic Neuroscience Institute, Overlook Hospital

THE COGNITIVE RESEARCH

CENTER OF NEW JERSEY

CRC
of
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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, October 21, 2010 and Saturday, October 23, 2010 at Ferraro’s South
(Catering Hall) in Westfield, New Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in
matrimonial law for over 38 years, and his group of other well-experienced
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions 
concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and parenting time,
division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court
review of changed financial and child related circumstances, how the current
economic climate will impact divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the 
law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St.

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777

www.ferrarossouth.com

Lack of sleep has been linked to:

Increased risk of health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, hypertension and
depression

Decreased reaction time,
performance and memory

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 908-322-4178
www.mattressfac.com blog -www.flipandrotate.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

   Experience…

$50 - $100

OFF
Any twin/full
set starting at

$499

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

$100 - $200

OFF
Any queen/king

set starting at
$699

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

Whatever your budget –
we have your perfect night’s sleep!

Wesley Allen Beds Custom Sizes
Split Box Springs Futons
Folding Cots High Risers
Accessories Furniture
Boat/RV mattresses Pillows

Come see for
yourself!

Visit us at the
Westfield Festifall

this Sunday.

ALSO:

Letters to the Editor Resident Poses Series of Questions
On Plans for Fiscal Responsibility

GOP Council Candidates Affirm
Support for Scotch Plains SID

Several weeks ago, Frank Festa and Al
Smith sent a list of 34 items to those
candidates for Scotch Plains Township
Council. I understand that only two of the
candidates (Republicans, Democrats and/
or Independents) could find the time to
answer these questions. I suppose, why
bother telling the voters why you deserve
our votes?

In looking at Mr. Festa’s and Mr.
Smith’s questions, I came up with a few
more and have them listed below.

1. Will the candidate take the $6,000
provided to each council member?

2. Will the candidate take the approxi-
mate $20,000 medical benefits provided
to each council member? Should they
not, will they accept the thousands of
dollars provided for by statute in lieu of
coverage?

3. What are your comments and ac-
tions you intend to take to address the
costs for the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority? Such as a $30-million-dollar
cogeneration plant that may never work.
A forensic analysis with costs that were
unsupervised and had to be throttled back.
The $200,000 for a fuel burner in lieu of
the $30-million-dollar cogeneration plant.
An 18-percent increase in costs from the
Authority. In addition, the present
council’s approval for creating a sewer
authority to dodge the 4-percent cap and
create a revenue source that is out of
public eyes.

4. How will they address unfunded
county and state mandates?

5. Will they audit the use of township
vehicles and other costs (actual mileage
driven, food, etc.?)

6. Do they agree with the handling and
approving of a nominal reduction in this
year’s school budget?

7. Will they reschedule the township
council meetings such that more of the
public have a greater opportunity to at-
tend the meetings? An 8:30 p.m. start
only serves to limit the public participa-
tion.

8. Will all out-of-township trips be
approved by the township management?

9. Do you agree that pension and medi-

cal benefits will not be accepted by the
candidate if elected? Especially if you are
already receiving one paid for by the
taxpayers.

10. Will you support limiting medical
insurance paid by the residents for public
service works, whose spouse can obtain
medical coverage where he or she works?

11. Do you support bonuses to our
public service employees?

12. Are there any bonds that you intend
to support in the future?

13. The Star-Ledger, on September 19,
2010, stated that we had a median police
salary for 2009 of $99,096, with almost
50 percent of the force paid over $100,000.
Do you feel that this is justified, consid-
ering that most of the taxpayers do not
have this income, with many of them
unemployed? If you agree that this is not
justified, what action will you take to rein
in these taxpayer-funded costs?

14. On September 24, 2010, NJ.com
reported that next year, there will be an
average of 22-percent increase pension
benefits for New Jersey’s towns. What
will you do to abate this increase on
Scotch Plains?

15. I understand that municipalities
will also experience an average 15-per-
cent increase for medical benefits. What
will you do to abate this increase on
Scotch Plains?

I don’t expect to get any responses, but
I hope that The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times can hold a candidate forum to get
answers to these questions.

I am not holding my breath, and wish
that some true conservatives and finan-
cially-responsible individuals would stand
up and seek political office in Scotch
Plains. We sorely need people who are
not political elite, who listen to the people
and do not spend money that we simply
do not have.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro, and William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates for
the Scotch Plains Township Council, com-
mented this week on the Scotch Plains
Special Improvement District (SID), and
emphasized that it is the vehicle that
gives the township’s central business dis-
trict the best chance of improvement and
success.

Mr. Patti commented, “In this world,
and especially in a tough and competitive
economic climate most ventures require
financial investment in order to ensure
success. Two years ago the township
council, in creating the Special Improve-
ment District, provided our downtown
merchants and landlords the mechanism
not only to raise funds, but also to func-
tion in a cohesive unit to achieve that
success. It was our understanding and
still our position today that once the SID
was created, their board members, repre-
senting the aforementioned merchants
and landlords, would be given the au-
tonomy to set their own direction and
invest their assets as they best saw fit.”

Mr. Trifiro added, “There is no ques-
tion that a vibrant downtown is an asset to
those who own properties and businesses
there. Additionally, our entire township
would benefit from a thriving business
district. It becomes a source of pride and
distinction that has the potential to shore

up property values throughout the com-
munity. Special Improvement Districts
have been created throughout the state.
To our knowledge, while most met with
initial resistance, all have become suc-
cessful to various levels and continue to
this day. The Scotch Plains SID should be
no different if given the chance. We all
must acknowledge that the SID, in and of
itself, is a process. The initial part of that
process is building consensus and accep-
tance within our business community, as
this is an essential component of its ulti-
mate success”

Mr. Vastine concluded by saying, “If
elected, Tony, Sal, and I intend to reach
out to those remaining on the SID board
and also to those that recently left the
board. We will let them know that that we
will give the SID board the respect and,
more importantly, the autonomy they need
and deserve in order to succeed. We would
hope that initial investments would target
professional management and an adver-
tising campaign of which we can all be
proud. But this will ultimately be the SID
board’s decision as this was the premise
that was reached at the time of the SID’s
creation. If the appropriate balance is
created among municipal government,
the Special Improvement District, and
also our Business and Professional Asso-
ciation, we can see the kind of successes
already realized by so many communities
across the state.”

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro
William “Bo” Vastine

GOP Candidates for SP Council

Gift Card Legislation
Introduced by Muñoz
TRENTON — Asw. Nancy Muñoz

(LD-21, Summit) has introduced two bills
aimed at increasing transparency and pro-
tection for consumers when dealing with
retail establishments.

A-3315 would require retailers who
offer a rebate in the form of a gift card or
prepaid bank card to disclose the offer is
made in that form in any advertisement of
such a discount or at the point-of-pur-
chase.

A-3330 eliminates an expiration date
on gift cards and certificates. Retailers
who issue their own gift cards would be
required to provide to the consumer the
current balance on the card and permit a
transaction in an amount that is less than
the current value on the card.

“These bills provide transparency and
clarity for consumers who utilize gift
cards and ask that retailers make clear the
terms of rebate offerings,” said Asw.
Muñoz. “Consumers shouldn’t have to
read the fine print of a retailer’s offer to
receive its full benefit.”

Westfield Is a Great Town; Be Involved
And Determined to Keep It That Way
“Perception is Reality.” “Perception is

Everything.” I am not sure if I agree with
either of those quotes, but I must say that
they both jumped into my mind when I
read the New Jersey Monthly rankings for
New Jersey schools. My family and I
recently became homeowners in
Westfield and this is exactly the type of
report one pays very close attention to.

I am very concerned that Westfield
once again slipped – this time from 27 to
41. Fellow Westfielders – We are no
longer a Top 10 percent high school (at
least in the eyes of one major publica-
tion). Now, being in the top 12 percent is
nothing to sneeze at. And, as someone
who has worked in a high school before,
I know firsthand the standard reply from
some in a school faced with a decline in
rankings can be that these rankings are
“highly subjective…not scientific, etc.”

Bottom line, Westfield has been known
for years as a place with a great town center
that is safe and with the best schools. I am
not saying the world is ending in Westfield
because of one magazine’s report; but I am
saying that people do pay attention to these
reports, and they get discussed at parties
and on the street. I am also saying that I
don’t want to be a resident of a town that
is trending downward.

Facts are facts – our downtown has
more vacancies than ever before. We
have more chains than ever before. I
remember hearing about when there was
a dogfight about allowing the Windmill
and its hot dogs to come into town - seems
like 100 years ago.

And now we have a high school, which
should be the showcase of our town –
internally and externally, spiraling down
in rankings. Yet, I keep hearing the same
thing from friends and neighbors in
Westfield – it’s still a great town.

Agreed. But for how much longer?
And how long until we stand up and
acknowledge that it will only continue as
a great town if we work harder to keep it
that way?

The answer, as some might suggest in
April 2011 (school budget time), will be
that we need to raise property taxes so
that we can “improve” the school. But
draining more of our hard-earned money
to the school district is not the answer.
Residents of the town have had enough of
constantly rising property taxes.

The schools here are properly funded
and have more than enough of our re-
sources to produce a top 10 product (per-
ceived and real). After all, we have the
most important pieces of a top 10 school
– driven students, talented teachers and

administrators, supportive parents, and
resources.

Let’s collectively demand better from
our town and from ourselves. As the son
of a teacher, when it comes to this New
Jersey Monthly report and our ranking, I
am not pointing fingers at anyone in any
way. I am pointing a finger at each one of
us as residents and financial supporters of
the town. Let’s work together to improve
perception (if need be) or reality (if that is
the case) and reclaim our spot as a top
town with a top 10 high school and a
thriving town center that is the envy of
New Jersey.

Solution 1: Let’s find out why our
ranking has slipped significantly. If it’s a
perception thing then let’s come up with
ways to rectify. I am sure we have enough
advertising and PR execs in this town to
give some good advice. Lets’ understand
truly how the New Jersey Monthly report
is constructed and dissect it and then
work to show why we are better than a 41
school for the 2011. Perhaps Principal
Pete Renwick might invite parents of
current students, alumni parents, non-
parent residents, and future parents (like
me – the proud father of a 4 year old) to
the table to discuss this in a supportive
way.

Solution 2: Let’s establish a committee
of residents that has a say in what restau-
rants/shops get approval to set up in our
town center. Let’s make sure that land-
lords understand that we don’t want our
town center turned into a strip mall.

It’s time to work with our school and
elected officials to ensure that our town
rights itself and continues to be a place
where we are all proud and happy to call
home. Westfield is a great town, but only
if we are involved and determined to keep
it that way.

Bruce Marro
Westfield

Stender, Weinberg on
Teen Sex Edu. Grant
TRENTON – Senator Loretta

Weinberg (LD-37, Teaneck) and Asw.
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) issued
the following statement last week about
New Jersey receiving $3.6 million for
teen sex education and pregnancy pre-
vention programs:

“At a time when the Christie Adminis-
tration has turned its back on women’s
healthcare, it’s good news that the federal
government is providing money to help
us prevent some of the unintended teen
pregnancies which will result from the
Governor’s far-right-leaning health care
agenda. However, these funds will do
nothing to address the reproductive and
other health needs of adult women now
left out in the cold.

“What today’s announcement fails to
mention is that the Christie Administra-
tion found the matching dollars needed to
apply for federal funding for abstinence-
only education at the same time that they
refused to identify a single dollar for
family planning funding. The notion that
abstinence-only education works is a fig-
ment of the right-wing Republican imagi-
nation. The fact that the administration
took the time to apply for this funding
further underscores the ideological
choices this administration is making.”

goleader.com/

10election


