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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

More Balanced Plan
On Cars Is Needed

Editor’s Note: The following is a refer-
ence to an article entitled: “How to Make
Biking Mainstream: Lessons from the
Dutch,” http:www.yesmagazine.org/
how-to-make-biking-mainstreeam-les-
sons-from-the-dutch.)

Westfield still has to deal with Global
Warming, which has a 50-year delay, in
other words, we’re only now feeling the
effects of human activity on this planet up
to 1960.

Westfield still needs to develop a more
balanced attitude towards cars – and New
Jersey State officials also put trucks on
our local roads a few years ago — so we
are a long way from a safe and convenient
environment for bikers or humans.

Westfield is still shying away from
using trolleys in town to avoid use of cars
– whether to get to the train station, which
is overloaded every day with a graveyard
of automobiles – or whether we look at
residents trying to enjoy outdoor eating
while cars are stalled in traffic on East
Broad Street or when we are trying to get
through the maze of traffic in the center of
town ourselves every afternoon.

Westfield can do better than this.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

SPFHS Classrooms
Should be Re-organized

We recently attended our first back-to-
school-night at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and it was a great evening
with impressive teachers and curriculum.
However, with our tax dollars, would it
be so difficult to bring in an organiza-
tional professional to reorganize the num-
bered classrooms?

The amount of time it is taking the
students to get to various ends of the
school can be more efficiently utilized
with a little sequential order!

Susan and David Cahn
Scotch Plains

Westfield High School Marching
Band – A Town Treasure

Dems Action in Trenton Is
No More Than a Witch-Hunt

Worldwide Economic Downturn
Seems to Have Eluded SPF District

Kudos to the Westfield High School
Marching Band for its performances at
the 2010 Yamaha Cup Challenge at the
new Meadowlands Stadium, the after-
noon football game versus Elizabeth and
the evening competition at South
Brunswick High School. They not only
performed at an excellent level in each
event, they did it all the same day!

Beginning at the crack of dawn on
Saturday, October 2, and not getting home
until after midnight, the members of the
band displayed a dedication, spirit and
level of performance that should make all
residents of Westfield proud.

Congratulations to the band director,
Douglas Schwarz, and his staff for pre-
paring the band not only musically, but
mentally to endure the physical rigors of
the day. The band, led by Drum Majors
Jane Braun and Tara Bange, put on three
stellar performances, each better than the
previous, while crisscrossing the state in

between shows.
The parents, high-school staff and vol-

unteers worked like a well-oiled machine
to organize, feed, transport and assist
with the setup of performances all day
long. The band members maintained their
focus, good spirit and camaraderie that
exhibited all that is good in Westfield.
Congratulations to you all – well done.

For Westfield residents who have not
had the good fortune to witness one of the
marching band’s exhibitions of its tal-
ents, I urge you to experience one of their
performances at one of the home football
games, Halloween parade or at one of
their upcoming competitions. You will
witness some of the finest youth of our
town displaying their talents and abilities
at a level that will make you beam with
Westfield pride.

Frank Dougert
Westfield

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) issued the
following statement after Senate Demo-
crats voted in favor of giving subpoena
power to the Senate Legislative Over-
sight Committee to further investigate
New Jersey’s “Race to the Top” applica-
tion:

*****
I am disappointed that New Jersey did

not receive “Race to the Top” funding,
but Democrats are wasting time and ef-
fort chasing a question that has long been
answered. The former education com-
missioner [Bret Schundler] has admitted
he made the mistake on the application
and accepted full responsibility for the
error. It must be noted that the “Race to

the Top” application submitted by the
Christie Administration scored much
higher than the application submitted a
year earlier by the Corzine Administra-
tion. Despite this, there has been no simi-
lar effort by Democrats to investigate
why Corzine’s application scored so
poorly.

It’s clear that the Democrats’ effort to
subpoena officials of the Christie Admin-
istration is little more than a political
witch-hunt. It is time to move on and
focus on job creation, education reform
and making New Jersey more affordable
for the middle-class.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

It would seem that those in control of
our pocketbooks have no insight of what
is and has been happening around them.
Recent worldwide downturn of the
economy seems to have eluded the Scotch
Plains school district, Union County
school boards and government. Thou-
sands of people are looking at decimated
investment accounts and empty wallets.

Many of the seniors who have lost
significant investment income, no COLA
[Cost-of-Living-Allowance] for the sec-
ond year and those who have lost jobs are
further being pounded by new plans to
increase spending and taxes. Let me try to
put it simply, “You can’t squeeze blood
out of a turnip.” Let me ask the Scotch
Plains’ teachers which should the belea-
guered residents give up, food or medi-
cine. You fought against freezing salaries
so we promise we will reciprocate come
April.

Are you really that blind or uncaring

that you cannot see what you are doing?
My statement to school boards, munici-
palities, and county government is “Freeze
Salaries And Employment, We Cannot
Take Anymore.” If Ford can force the
UAW [United Automobile, Aerospace
and Agricultural Implement Workers of
America] to alter its contracts to protect
jobs, so can you.

The residents are bleeding. Look
around you and see the uproar, tea parties
and picketing by the population that is
saying, “stop,” but you refuse to listen.

What will you do when we are finally
bled out; dig up the graves? Let’s have
responsibility for one brief moment. Greed
has controlled those in government for
too long.

Start now, redemption is possible but
only if it is attempted.

Liz Mangan
Scotch Plains

Reader Disagrees With
Editorial on Fundraisers

I was sadly displeased by the Septem-
ber 30 editorial, “In Elections, Political
Handlers Can Be Brain Dead at Local
Events,” in which The Westfield Leader
explained that it did not send photogra-
phers to one of Ed Potosnak’s recent
fundraisers due to the fact that a represen-
tative for his campaign told The Leader
they could only attend if they made a
donation to Potosnak.

However, as a WHS student involved
in politics and journalism, rather than
being upset with Potosnak’s campaign
over the situation, I was immediately
disappointed with The Leader’s handling
of it.

The editorial said that the handling of
campaigns this time of year leads to the
“silly season,” but the silly ones in this
case were the decision makers of The
Leader. It even said that Mr. and Ms.
Mirabella, owners of the home where the
fundraiser took place, told The Leader
they were always welcome despite what-
ever they were told.

Had The Leader explained its endorse-
ment and donation policies to the cam-
paign, I believe the photographers would
still be invited to attend regardless of any
monetary contributions.

The Leader’s decision not to publish a
Potosnak campaign photo last week sim-
ply appeared lazy and immature.

Dara Levy
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Parking Ticket Was Mistakenly Given,
Then Resolved by WPD

I am writing because I am appalled
about an unjust parking incident that oc-
curred this week and I wanted to commu-
nicate my frustration.

On Tuesday, September 28, at 3 p.m.,
I picked my son up from the high school
and wanted to get him a quick snack
before moving on to his next activity.
Since I knew that trying to park anywhere
in town would be a challenge, I opted for
“Subway” on South Avenue.

I correctly thought the area might not
be as congested since I have heard many
of the business owners along South Av-
enue complain recently that their busi-
nesses have been suffering because of the
new traffic pattern that has been imple-
mented (but that’s another story). I had
my choice of spots since it was well past
the normal lunch hour.

I pulled into a spot directly in front of
Subway. I sat in my car while my son ran
in to get his sandwich. No more than 3-4
minutes transpired. During this time, I
looked in my rear view mirror and saw a
police officer writing a ticket! I got out of
my car and asked the officer what I had
done. She very rudely told me that I
didn’t pay.

First of all, I was not parked. I was
standing. Is she allowed to treat the ve-
hicle as if it were unattended? Is she not
required to approach me first? Shouldn’t
I have been given the courtesy of a warn-
ing since I was sitting in my car? When I
tried to engage the officer in conversa-
tion, she simply handed me a ticket and
told me to go to court.

Clearly, I am not going to waste my
time, or the courts time by perpetuating

this incident. I will likely pay the fine. It
is unfortunate however; that this aggres-
sive ticketing practice will result in lost
business throughout the community as I
will likely only shop at stores that have
private parking lots (whether they are in
Westfield or elsewhere).

Mara Zilberberg
Westfield

*****

Police Chief Parizeau
Corrects The Mistake
I spoke with Parking Enforcement Of-

ficer Hoffman in reference to this parking
ticket. Officer Hoffman did not observe
the woman in the car, as she had ap-
proached the vehicle from the rear and
was not aware someone was in the vehicle
until her son exited from the Subway
store. It is not our policy to write a ticket
to an occupied vehicle unless the vehicle
is in violation of a New Jersey State
Statue or, the person is going to remain in
the metered spot for an extended amount
of time.

The South Avenue parking spots may
be used for free for 10 minutes by obtain-
ing a parking slip from the pay stations
located in that area.

If Ms. Zilberberg wishes, she may for-
ward the summons to my attention, and I
will see that it is dismissed in accordance
to the Administrative Office of the Courts
policy on dismissing a uniform traffic and
parking ticket.

Chief John M. Parizeau
Westfield Police Department

Federal Recovery Act Is Helping to Improve
Roads And Union County’s Economy

If you have been driving around Union
County this summer heading into fall,
you have probably spotted some of those
green and orange roadwork construction
signs labeled “Putting America to Work.”
Many of these signs identify Union
County road projects funded by $11 mil-
lion in federal tax dollars through Presi-
dent Obama’s American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Combined with other state and county
funding, the infrastructure grants from
ARRA play a key role in helping to
improve our local economy. Businesses
connecting with customers, commuters
getting to work, students developing ca-
reers – we all rely on dependable roads.
Keeping our roads in good order is a top
priority, first to ensure they are safe, and
second to ensure that traffic can keep
flowing as smoothly as possible while
our communities change and grow over
the years.

Since June, we have completed ARRA-
funded resurfacing projects totaling about
12 miles of roads in Scotch Plains,
Rahway, Summit, Kenilworth, Linden,
Union, Elizabeth, Berkeley Heights, Sum-

mit, Mountainside, Springfield, and
Westfield. The work includes new bi-
cycle-safe grates and disabled access,
along with new lane and crosswalk mark-
ings.

Over the next two months our addi-
tional ARRA projects will focus on key
intersections in Hillside, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Cranford, and Scotch Plains.
These upgrades include new high-effi-
ciency signals along with new road mark-
ings and signs.

The intersection improvements will
help ease traffic flow through important
commercial hubs as well as local neigh-
borhoods. They will increase visibility
and help to make our streets and neigh-
borhoods safer for everyone: vehicles,
pedestrians (including persons with dis-
abilities), and bike riders, too.

If you have any doubts about the role
that federal tax dollars should play in
local communities, I submit that these
ARRA-funded projects illustrate how
important it is to draw on federal re-
sources for vital public services.

Local tax dollars alone cannot pro-
vide all of the funds needed to maintain

the sprawling network of roadways that
pulse through our neighborhoods and
business districts. In addition to sup-
porting local traffic, our Union County
roads support a densely packed com-
mercial, commuter and tourist gateway
that connects the metropolitan area with
the nation and the world beyond, includ-
ing New York City as well as Newark-
Liberty Airport, Linden Airport, and the
Port of Elizabeth, which is a global ship-
ping hub and one of the busiest seaports
in the nation.

When federal tax dollars are spent on
Union County infrastructure, the benefits
are felt by residents and businesses far
beyond our borders. The construction
projects also put more people to work in
Union County, and that means the poten-
tial for more dollars circulating in our
local economy. This year’s road projects
may cause temporary inconveniences and
traffic tie-ups, but the long-term result is
safer, more efficient roads and a stronger
Union County economy.

Daniel P. Sullivan
Freeholder Candidate for Reelection

County Engineering Department
Got it Right With Road Projects

It’s been several years since one has been able to
drive on Wychwood Road in Westfield without fear
of losing the suspension in their car. The town
repaved it.

Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains is also smooth
as silk – so calming that one can easily slide by the
hot dog vendor there, unless remaining alert. There
are many other roads throughout the county where
there are noticeable improvements.

Half of the federal stimulus dollars granted to the
county are now applied to these improvements.
Government doesn’t often get compliments. This
time though, “give the dog his due.” The implemen-
tation of the projects led by Joseph Graziano,
county director of engineering, and the several
contractors involved was great. There were very
few complaints and they were taken care of right
away.

Thank you to everyone involved and good luck
with the second half of the projects.

Other transportation projects in the state are
plagued by political paralysis, frozen near financial
collapse and thirsting for more taxes.

The Manhattan tunnel project threatens to be this
region’s “Big Dig.” Only in the early phases, the

Feds and the Governor are looking at the numbers
and it seems already to be $5 billion over the $8
billion budget. With this degree of missing the
mark in financial planning, who knows just how
much our “Big Dig” will end up to cost in a decade
from now – if it even gets built by then. The State
of New Jersey must come up with a lot of money
that it (we) doesn’t have.

The New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund is
equally in financial woes. The fund is barely able to
pay the interest on the $billions that were bor-
rowed. The Governor is looking to bond $1 billion
more to fund needed projects. (Bonding is govern-
ment newspeak for the bourgeois idiom of borrow-
ing).

The Democrats in charge of the Trenton Legisla-
ture have ironically turned the tables on the Repub-
licans by refusing to pass the $1 billion Transpor-
tation Trust Fund “Bond” until the Governor pro-
vides them with a sound financial plan of how the
money is to be paid back.

How quaint – since when has government ever
put together a sound financial plan? We like the
thought – though the Democrats have only a singu-
lar intent – to raise the state tax on gasoline.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Patas – The West African red mon-

key
2. Achromasia – Lack of pigment in

the skin
3. Cappadine – Waste silk sheared

from silkworm’s cocoons after the good
silk has been reeled off

4. Exsiccate – To dry up or evaporate

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCHOATION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Revenge
3. Renewal or restoration
4. An early stage or beginning

INAURATION
1. The process of covering with gold
2. The process of extracting gold from

ore
3. The ceremony of Sainthood
4. The ceremony of crowning or pro-

claiming an emperor
YPERITE

1. Topsoil
2. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
3. Mustard gas
4. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
VARIOLOID

1. A mild form of smallpox
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

November 2, 2010 General Election

Scotch Plains Township Council
4-year terms, vote for 3)
DEM: Kevin Glover*
IND: Dominick Bratti*
IND: Jeffrey Strauss*
DEM: Neal LeStrange
DEM: Michael “Mickey” Marcus
GOP: Salvatore Trifiro
GOP: Tony Patti
GOP: William “Bo” Vastine

Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

Fanwood Borough Council
(3-year terms, vote for 2)
DEM: Katherine Mitchell*
GOP: Anthony Parenti*
DEM: Kevin Boris
GOP: Jason Benedict

Garwood  Borough
(Mayor 4-year term)
(Council 3-year terms, vote for 2)
DEM: Mayor: Dennis McCarthy*
GOP: Mayor: Patricia Quattrocchi
DEM: Matthew Allouf
DEM: Kathleen Villaggio
GOP: Victor DeFilippo
GOP: James Mathieu

Freeholders Union County
(3-year terms, vote for 3)
DEM: Dan Sullivan*
DEM: Bette Jane Kowalski*
DEM: Linda Carter
GOP: Ellen Dickson
GOP: Brian Flanagan
GOP: Elyse Medved
Clerk Union County
(5-year term, vote for 1)
DEM: Joanne Rajoppi*
GOP: Art Zaploski

Sheriff Union County
(3-year term, vote for 1)
DEM: Ralph Froehlich*
GOP: Peter Lijoi

goleader.com/10elections


