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Maria is Coming 
to Cranford...

With experience only a Chef can 

provide, knowledge only an Artisanal 

Cheesemonger brings and a cheese 

selection to satisfy all tastes. 

Stop in, sample and begin your own 

cheese adventure. 

26 Eastman Street | Cranford, NJ | tel 908.272.4500 | www.facebook.com/ChzPlz

www.ChzPlz.com

Located within Cheese... Please!
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 New York Times Notable Book Author

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

Sheriff Lists Reducing Gun
Violence Among His Goals

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – New Jersey’s longest-
serving sheriff, Union County’s Ralph
Froehlich, said there is a lot more he
would like accomplish, and that is why
he is seeking another three-year term.
A former Elizabeth cop, he was first
elected sheriff in 1978.

“This is what I do. This is not a job to
me. This is not a paycheck. This is what
I do. This (police work) is what I’ve
been doing for over 50 years,” Mr.
Froehlich said. “I never get tired of it.
There are always new things to do…
retirement – I couldn’t do that.”

Today, he administers a sheriff’s of-
fice with a staff of 200, including three
undersheriffs, and a budget of $17 mil-
lion. He said the recent homicides in
the county have become “a new ac-
celerant” for him to continue his drive
to fight crime while educating parents,
children and others on gun violence,
domestic violence and crimes against
children. “Being the sheriff is not a
Mickey Mouse job…It’s not some-
thing that you just walk in and say,
‘Well, I think I want to be the sheriff.’”

Sheriff Froehlich said his office heads
up security for the county courthouse,
where 1.8-million people passed
through metal detectors last year. The
sheriff said his office also makes more
warrant arrests and services more re-
straining orders (2,000 in 2009) than
any other law-enforcement agency in
the county.

The sheriff’s office also is respon-
sible for an average of 20,000 prisoner
movements from the jail to the court-
house annually and fingerprints an-
other 12,000 inmates at the jail each
year. Sheriff’s officers also handle ex-
traditions of out-of-state fugitives. Mr.
Froehlich said his office does not ex-
ceed its overtime or operational bud-
gets by taking advantage of flexible
and compensatory time systems.

Undersheriff Gerald Green, Jr., son
of Assemblyman Gerald Green, Sr.,
heads up the office’s fugitive opera-
tions division.

“[When people say] ‘Wait a minute,
Ralph, Jerry Green’s father is the as-
semblyman,’ [I say] ‘I don’t give a
[expletive] if his father is the President
of the United States. If the guy’s quali-
fied, [that’s all that matters].’ He went
through the same process that anybody
else did” by taking the civil-service
exam to become a sheriff’s officer and
by moving up the ranks to sergeant by
passing the exam for that ranking.

Undersheriff Vincent DeTrolio is
responsible for the courthouse security
operation in what Sheriff Froehlich
described as an “antiquated building.”
Last year, 20,000 prisoners were moved
between the jail and the courthouse.
Mr. DeTrolio previously was a captain
in the sheriff’s office.

Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, an as-
semblyman and son of a former long-
time Essex County sheriff, handles the
business office, including the budget,
payroll and some $1.7 million in seized
funds. “I felt with his business sense

and with his political sense that this
would be a good move, and so I made
it,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “This man is
so sharp when it comes to contracts,
negotiating with the PBAs, discipline
issues, [and] money matters…He keeps
us on such a tight line with overtime
and expenditures.”

The sheriff said his job has become
much more challenging in light of in-
creased gun violence, especially among
youth, and Homeland Security issues
in the wake of 9/11. Mr. Froehlich said
one of the things he has pushed for is
training and education for all members
of his department.

A former marine, the sheriff said he
became a cop and later applied for and
was accepted for an international schol-
arship to Northwestern University. He
also received a scholarship to Kean
University and attended the FBI Acad-
emy for police training. “[In addition to
police training], I had the formal edu-
cation, too. And that is so important for
an administrator,” the sheriff said. “I
am a great believer in more and more
education and training for our law-
enforcement personnel.” He has as-
signed sheriff’s officers to the Federal
Marshall’s office, which, in turn, makes
Union County eligible for “all the re-
sources of that federal agency.”

The sheriff said his office is a “re-
source to municipalities” by providing
services such as its prisoner-transport
program (8,500 in 2009), as well as
now being the lead law-enforcement
agency in the county at crime scenes
for police officer shootings and homi-
cides. And the sheriff’s office’s K-9
unit has been designated as the state’s
regional training facility.

Sheriff Froehlich also pointed to
the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram, or S.L.A.P., which he said saves
the county $2 million a year by not
having to incarcerate these prisoners,
while towns save money on mundane
labor jobs. The program uses prison-
ers with minor offenses such as shop-
lifting and motor-vehicle offenses.
Towns pay the hourly rate for one
sheriff’s officer to guard six inmates.

The sheriff would not comment on
whether the county police department
could be merged into another law-en-
forcement agency, but he did comment
on the county’s jail operation, saying
Director of Corrections Brian Riordan
is the most experienced county jail di-
rector he has seen in his years as sheriff.
“[But he is] hampered because the county
gave the PBA a contract years ago that
really makes it difficult for the adminis-
trator to administer,” the sheriff said,
noting that annual overtime for correc-
tions officers at the jail had hit $6 million
prior to Mr. Riordan’s arrival.

If re-elected, Sheriff Froehlich said
one of his priorities is  the establish-
ment of a countywide animal-control
facility. Municipalities currently con-
tract out for those services. He also
wants  to work with religious institu-
tions and community leaders to get
guns off the streets, which are getting
into the hands of youths.

State Receives $112 Million
In Foreclosure Assistance

TRENTON – The Christie Ad-
ministration has announced that
New Jersey will receive $112 mil-
lion in federal funding for anti-fore-
closure assistance to help struggling
homeowners. The allocation will
be distributed to the New Jersey
Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency (HMFA) through the Hard-
est-Hit Fund, a federal foreclosure-
prevention initiative.

The New Jersey Home Keeper
(NJHK) program, to be launched in
2011, will be administered through
the HMFA and is designed to assist
unemployed and underemployed
homeowners make their monthly
mortgage payments for up to 24
months.

“New Jersey homeowners have
been hard hit by the national fore-
closure crisis,” Governor Christie
said. “Otherwise-hard-working in-
dividuals who qualify deserve this
support to get through the remain-
der of this recession while keeping
their homes and family life intact.”

Since 2006, foreclosures have
skyrocketed nearly 200 percent in
the Garden State.

The New Jersey Home Keeper
program will provide a zero-per-
cent interest rate, deferred payment
mortgage loans to unemployed and

underemployed homeowners, who,
through no fault of their own, are
financially unable to make their
mortgage payments and are in dan-
ger of losing their homes to fore-
closure. The program allows time
for homeowners to seek re-employ-
ment or complete job-training pro-
grams.

The assistance will also help with
mortgage arrears that may have ac-
crued due to lost employment in-
come. Loans will be capped at
$48,000 per household and will not
exceed 24 months. The average as-
sistance loan is expected to be
$38,000.

“Governor Christie and other
state leaders have worked to ad-
dress foreclosures in New Jersey,”
said Department of Community
Affairs Commissioner and New Jer-
sey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency board chairmanLori Grifa.
“With these federal dollars in place,
our program will not only help New
Jersey households make their mort-
gage payments, but also ensure that
the assistance will lead to sustain-
able homeownership.”

For information on HMFA fore-
closure programs, as well as all
other HMFA programs, log on to
nj-hmfa.com.

HAVING A GRAND OLD PARTY…Union County and Summit Republican
candidates attended a Suds and Sliders party on September 5. Pictured, from left
to right, are: front row, Freeholder candidates, Ellen Dickson, Brian Flanagan
and Elyse Medved; back row, county clerk candidate Art Zapolski and local
Summit Common Council candidates Tom Getzendanner and Dave Bomgaars.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Calls Cryan’s Public-
Safety Bill ‘Dead on Arrival’

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (LD-3, Gloucester)  has pro-
nounced a bill sponsored by Assembly
Majority Leader Joseph Cryan (LD-
20, Union), seeking a property tax cap
exception for paying public-safety
workers, "dead on arrival."

Mr.  Cryan, an undersheriff in Union
County, said his legislation
would allow towns to temporarily ex-
clude the cost of public-safety person-
nel under a new law capping annual
property tax-collection increases at 2
percent. He said his bill would allow
municipalities and counties to raise
property taxes outside the 2-percent
cap to pay police officers, firefighters
and emergency workers.

Christie to Nominate Burlington
Senator as Superior Court Judge
Governor Chris Christie has an-

nounced that he will appoint State Sena-
tor Phil Haines (LD-8, Medford), a
Burlington County Republican, as a
Superior Court judge.

Mr. Haines, who has served in the
Senate since 2008, was Burlington
County Clerk between 2000 and 2008
and a Burlington County Freeholder
from 1997 to 1999. He had been con-
sidered for a judge appointment in
December by outgoing Gov. Jon
Corzine, but took his name out of con-
sideration following a dispute between
Mr. Christie and Mr. Corzine over posts
being filled in the last days of the
Corzine Administration.

Emanuel Resigns as Chief of
Staff to Run for Chicago Mayor
Rahm Emanuel has resigned as Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s chief of staff to
begin his campaign for Chicago mayor,
the Associated Press has reported.
Long-time mayor Richard Daley an-
nounced earlier that he would not seek
re-election after 20 years in office. In
an April television interview, Mr.

Emanuel had called it “no secret” that
he would like to run for mayor. Mr.
Emanuel was previously an Illinois
Congressman.

N.J. to Receive $188 Million
For Persons Facing Foreclosure

U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez has an-
nounced that New Jersey will receive
an additional $188 million in federal
aid from the U.S. Treasury’s Hardest-
Hit Fund to assist laid-off workers who
are on the verge of foreclosure, accord-
ing to The Asbury Park Press. The
funding is in addition to $112 million
the state was awarded in September.

Vas Trial for Conspiracy
In Land Deal Gets Underway

The trial of former Perth Amboy
Mayor and ex-State Assemblyman Jo-
seph Vas is underway in Newark. Mr.
Vas is charged with conspiring to use
city redevelopment funds as part of a
property sale that netted him $290,000,
nj.com reported.

Mr. Vas, the report states, purchased
a 12-unit apartment building for
$660,000 and then sold it five weeks
later for $950,000 and agreed to give a
developer $360,000 in city redevelop-
ment funds to close the deal. The report
states that Mr. Vas funneled $80,000 of
the funds to his campaign for Con-
gress. Mr. Vas lost the Democratic Pri-
mary to then-Assemblyman Albio
Sires. Mr. Vas faces up to 30 years in
prison if convicted.


