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Cops Arrest 125 as Part Of
AG’s Sweep for Fugitives

COUNTY — Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow and Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
the police chiefs from various mu-
nicipal police departments in Union
County have announced the results
of the New Jersey Attorney General’s
SWEEP Initiative. The mandated
program’s sole purpose was to arrest
people with outstanding warrants,
including fugitives and those who
skipped parole appointments.

Mr. Romankow said the program
was a success on a state level, and in
Union County, the results were no
different. In less than eight weeks,
125 individuals were arrested, with
46 of them having a violent crime as
the purpose of their warrant and/or
have a violent past criminal history.
The percentage of violent criminals
arrested rose to a final 36.8 percent as
the program continued throughout
July and August, with such crimes as
sexual assault, armed robbery, rape
and weapons possession being the
most common charges.

“It is very important that we ex-
pend our resources to apprehend these
violators because we believe many of
them are repeat offenders commit-
ting some of our most violent crimes,”
Mr. Romankow said.

Each day, six to eight officers went
on patrol in almost every municipality
looking for these criminals who incon-
spicuously blended in with society.

“Because our time was so limited,
we doubled our efforts in an attempt
to take these law-breakers off the
street,” said Union County Prosecu-
tor Sergeant James Weinberg, who,
along with Sergeant Darryl Warner
of the Sheriff’s Office, were the on-
site supervisors for the program. “The
results we were able to accomplish in

such a short period of time speaks
volumes regarding law enforcement
in this county.”

Union County’s participation was
broken up into two parts. The first
centered on probation violators, and
the second focused on state parole
violators. During the initiative, the
Regional Operational Intelligence
Center (ROIC) provided a list of the
Most Wanted State Parole Violators
within Union County. For the final
two weeks of the program, the efforts
of the Prosecutor’s Office and
Sheriff’s Office, now joining forces
with the State Parole Office, were
concentrated on arresting as many of
those individuals as possible from
that listing, and in the end, the county
saw an 85-percent captured rate, Mr.
Romankow said.

The program was so successful,
officials said, that it led to additional
arrests of individuals who were not
originally sought.

In one instance, officers on the
road were attempting to locate one
parole violator and came upon an
individual who lived in the same apart-
ment and was found to be in posses-
sion of a loaded 9-millimeter hand-
gun and hollow-point bullets, and
was subsequently charged with six
counts of possession of a weapon and
possession of body-armor-penetrat-
ing bullets. In addition, it was later
learned that the individual arrested
was a verified gang member.

Prosecutor Romankow commended
members of his staff, the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, the State Parole
Board, the State Probation Services
Division, the U.S. Marshal Service
and several local police departments
throughout Union County for their
assistance in the program.

October 9 Ceremony to Honor Police
Officers Killed in the Line of Duty

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
invited members of the public to at-
tend a ceremony this Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, that will honor police officers
who were killed in the line of duty.

Dating back to 1895, there have
been 37 officers killed in the line of
duty for  Union County. These men
and women range from special police-
men and police chiefs to state troopers
and a federal investigator. The Union
County law enforcement community
will gather at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, at 10 a.m.

The ceremony will recognize sur-
viving members from the fallen of-
ficers’ families. A number of elected
officials and representatives from

each county police department, along
with the New Jersey State Police, will
be on hand for the ceremony. The
Union County Prosecutor’s Office and
the Union County Police Chief’s As-
sociation are sponsoring the ceremony.

“These officers gave the ultimate
sacrifice in the pursuit of the safety
of all of us,” Mr.  Romankow said.
“The officers we honor left home
before their shift just like countless
times before. They chatted with fel-
low officers before heading out to
the streets and once there interacted
with the public the way they always
had always done. But fate intervened,
and it is our obligation to make sure
these officers are never forgotten
and their sacrifices are forever hon-
ored.”
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Democratic  Freeholder Candidates Comment
On Trash Pact, Solar Energy, Shared Services

By PAUL J. PEYTON
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COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Chairman Dan Sullivan and his
General Election runningmates, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski and
Plainfield City Council President Linda
Carter, commented on plans they said
would save taxpayers money during a
sitdown interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Times on Friday.

To start with, the candidates said all
towns should take advantage of the
plan to reduce the cost of solid-waste
disposal through an extension the
county’s utilities authority (UCUA)
has worked out with Covanta Energy,
which operates the county’s incinera-
tor in Rahway, through the year 2045.
The current contract ends in 2023.

Mr. Sullivan said tipping fees at the
incinerator would drop $12 to $14
per ton for towns without existing
contracts with the UCUA, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside. “The challenge
for us, for a town like Westfield, is to
ensure that those private haulers pass
that savings on to the individual [resi-
dences],” Mr. Sullivan said. “All of
these towns and these individual haul-
ers are going to be paying less than
they are paying now.”

These communities have private
haulers who bill residents directly for
disposal services. To be included in
lower incinerator tipping fees, how-
ever, these towns would have to bid
out those services as municipal con-
tracts to be funded through local prop-
erty taxes.

“The same deal that Elizabeth gets
– or Union, or Plainfield – is avail-
able to these towns,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “We (county and towns) are all
struggling with budgets…this is real
money we are talking about. This
isn’t nickel- and-dime stuff.” He said

the restructured deal at the trash-to-
energy-Resource Recovery Facility, as
is it referred to, “will provide hundreds
of millions of dollars in savings” to
taxpayers.

When asked about haulers dump-
ing illegally out of county to save
money on Union County tipping fees
of near $100 per ton, Mr. Sullivan
responded, “If they are breaking the
law, then we are going to be vigilant
in going after these guys.”

The candidates were also asked
about the county’s new Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) one-year
pilot mutual-aid program just an-
nounced last week. Mr. Sullivan said
the program, which will be launched
in April, addresses “a severe prob-
lem” in weekday staffing at local
volunteer rescue squads.

“This is a real need that the county
can step in and fill. It’s not going to
cost the communities anything, [and]
it will be a self-sustaining program,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “We are going to
do it for a year and see what the
results are.”

Ms. Carter noted that Plainfield
has faced “a huge strain” on EMS
services since Solaris Health Care
System shut down Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center last year. “We
cannot have somebody sitting there
for an hour when they need help,
admittedly,” she said. “The towns are
going to be able to see that it is going
to benefit them…enhancing what they
already have.”

The candidates also discussed the
county solar-energy program, which
Ms. Kowalski said should save towns
“at least 25 percent” on their energy
bills at “at no cost to the municipali-
ties.” To date, 46 installations are
planned in 17 towns, including Union
County College, the Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools and the Cranford library.

“To me, this (solar energy) is where
government needs to step and play a
role…The private sector kind of waits
for government to take a role, and I
think that’s what we are doing here,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “We are there to
provide that initial capital ($45 mil-
lion) and allow these technologies to
grow.” Mr. Sullivan said there would
likely be several solar-energy pro-
viders for the program, who will be
obligated to pay back debt incurred
by the county. He said, in his view,
there is “a very small risk” to the
county on the repayment of the bonds.

“This is an industry that is going to
grow by leaps and bounds,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “So, the idea that it is
all on one company, that’s just not the
case. There are other companies that
are going to step in and provide these
same services.”

In discussing shared services, Mr.
Sullivan mentioned the 911 dispatch-
ing pilot program with Fanwood,
which is expected to save the bor-
ough $230,000 over the next three
years. In addition, he said Westfield
has joined the county’s human ser-
vices program to assist residents on
public assistance. The town has placed
its savings at $100,000 by joining the
county program.

Ms. Kowalski said the “general com-
plaint” she has heard from residents is
high taxes in the county. “And we are
doing everything we can to bring costs
down. In 2009, we saved a substantial
amount by reducing our staff; we elimi-
nated 103 jobs through attrition and
layoffs,” Ms. Kowalski said.

Mr. Sullivan added that the county
has negotiated contracts with its
unions that contain “minimal in-
creases over the next couple of years”
while non-union employees “haven’t
had a raise going on three years now.”
In addition, he said Union County
was among the first in the state to
require employees to pay a portion of
their health-care payroll deductions.

Addressing a 34-percent, or $11-
million, hike in county health-care
costs this year, Mr. Sullivan said car-
riers will not offer multi-year health-

care contracts, which, he said, would
help the county “guarantee” its costs
in future budgets.

“We went out on the marketplace,
and some of the other (companies
rates) were even higher than that (34-
percent increase),” Mr. Sullivan said.

Mr. Sullivan said New Jersey’s
unemployment rate of close to 10
percent has resulted in a “severe re-
duction of revenues that the state
gets, into the billions a year, and that
trickles down to everybody else (at
the local government level).”

Ms. Kowalski said it was impor-
tant that Governor Chris Christie signs
off on the new transit tunnel, as this
project would create jobs. Mr.
Sullivan, who sits on the North Jersey
Transportation Authority, said he does
not believe the project is over-bud-
get. “It’s certainly in the governor’s
purview to make sure that those costs
stay under control, but to stop a project
like that and put billions of dollars [in
federal aid] in jeopardy for the project
that is sorely needed…”

“If 9/11 showed us anything, [it is
that] you need more access to the city
and more access out,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “People are concerned about
taxes, [but] they also want to see their
taxes at work [with infrastructure im-
provements].”

In looking at the county budget,
Ms. Carter said her experience with
the city budget process in Plainfield
has taught her , “You can’t cut every-
thing. You really have to look and
plan and prioritize and work with the
administration, and work with the
communities,” she said.

Ms. Carter said she sees more of a
need for shared-services agreements
between the county and towns.
“You’re (the county) not trying to
take over. [The county] is trying to
help [towns] to better manage their
resources,” she said.

The county is also looking to build
an animal shelter, with construction
paid by the county and towns paying
annual fees to utilize the service,
which would lower municipal costs,
Mr. Sullivan said.


