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GOP Candidates Address
FW Taxes, Shared Services

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Republican Council-
man Anthony Parenti and his running
mate, Jason Benedict, who are seeking
election to the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil in November, outlined their cam-
paign platform and goals during an
interview September 24 in the offices
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

First elected to the governing body
in 2007, Mr. Parenti is seeking his
second term. A resident of Fanwood
for 53 years and now retired, he served
on the Fanwood police force for 41
years, including 22 as chief, and later as
director of the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Benedict, who has lived in
Fanwood for nearly four years, is mak-
ing his first bid for the council. He is
employed as executive director of the
Information Security Office at Fordham
University and also is a member of the
Fanwood Community Foundation.

They face Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, a 12-year governing body
member, and newcomer Kevin Boris
on the Democratic ticket. Currently,
there is a 3-3 split on the council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr is a Democrat.
Council terms in Fanwood are for three
years each.

The Republican candidates cited
control of municipal taxes among their
chief objectives. They noted that
Fanwood’s 2010 municipal budget was
achieved with a 3.6-percent increase –
falling within the state-mandated 4-
percent cap – saying this reflected a
trend in lower tax increases that began
as the GOP gained an increased pres-
ence on the council within the past
several years.

“The impact of Republicans on the
council so far is evidenced by the tax
rate,” said Mr. Benedict. “[Since 2008],
taxes have gone from 16-percent to
6.5-percent to 3.6-percent increases.”

Councilman Parenti and Mr.
Benedict acknowledged, however, that
further challenges would accompany
development of the 2011 municipal
budget, in light of the state’s new 2-
percent cap on tax levy increases.

Mr. Parenti, who this year chaired
the council’s Administration and Fi-
nance Committee, said that while the
2-percent cap would be imposed on

A CLASSIC...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, awards the “Mayor’s
Award” Trophy to Frank Novak, right, of Union during the Fanny Wood Day
street festival on September 26.  Mr. Novac’s classic Jaguar was one of many
entrants in the antique car exhibit presented by the Cougar Club of New
Jerseyand Pennsylvania. Joining them is exhibit organizer Don Wussler.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY, SET, EAT...The competition is fierce at the ravioli-eating contest at the Scotch Plains Day street fair on Sunday.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOOP DREAMS...A Police Explorer volunteering at the D.A.R.E activity helps
a young visitor with a basketball shot at the Scotch Plains Day street fair on
Sunday.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHARING A LAUGH...Jason Benedict, left, and Anthony Parenti, Republican
candidates for Fanwood Borough Council, chat with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times editor Suzette Stalker (not pictured) late last month.

Teacher’s Contract Summary
Released at SPF BOE Meeting
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Fanwood Council Discusses
Driveways, Parking Ordinances

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council’s agenda meeting Tuesday
night was dominated by a discussion
about residential-driveway widths.

The governing body has been con-
sidering ordinance revisions, mainly
whether to allow so-called “double-
wide” driveways of 18 feet to have
matching curb cuts or whether stan-
dard 10-foot curb cuts should be re-
quired even when double-wide drive-
ways are permitted.

The council and the planning board
have gone back and forth several times
over the past few months aimed at

clarifying language and seeking com-
mon ground on ordinance revisions.

Tuesday night, the governing body
talked over a series of “comments”
submitted by the planning board in
response to previously suggested
changes.

These comments cover issues in-
cluding everything from materials
used in driveway aprons and side-
yard driveway setbacks to recom-
mending a zoning permit to construct
or expand a home’s driveway.

Councilman Mike Szuch, who
helped draft some of the proposed
revisions, said amending the ordi-
nance “would legitimize our control

over driveway construction.”
Councilman Anthony Parenti spoke

in favor of permitting wider curb cuts
in appropriate cases, saying it would
increase safety by encouraging more
driveway parking.

“If we can get even one car off the
street…I think it’s worth it,” he said.

Councilman Robert Manduca sup-
ported allowing less regulatory re-
striction regarding this particular type
of property use, suggesting that un-
der the current ordinance, “we’re do-
ing a little too much of ‘what if.’”

During public comments, Poplar
Place resident Michael DelCorsano,
who has been trying to get borough
approval to complete his driveway,
applauded the governing body for
spending a considerable amount of
time on this matter.

“I think it shed a light on a real
issue facing the town…I thank you
for paying attention to this,” he said.

Former council member Donna
Dolce, who has spoken out against
the proposed ordinance revisions, said
the discussion of the issue, “demon-
strates government at its worst.”

Ms. Dolce said borough “ordi-
nances should be stricter and allow
for variance of applied logic,” adding
that the council “should not
tweak…regulations that come from
another body,” in this case, the plan-
ning board.

The governing body plans to intro-
duce the revised ordinance at its regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday evening.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis,
who is preparing the amendments,
said after the measure is introduced,
it will go to the Planning Board for
consideration.

In other business, the borough
council discussed ongoing parking
concerns on several local streets as a
result of commuters parking their
cars in neighborhoods and then walk-
ing to their bus stops.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said  fire trucks on Tower Place can
barely get through and would not be
able to extend their hydraulic stabi-
lizers in an emergency because of
cars parked on both sides of the nar-
row street.

Related parking issues were
pointed to on nearby Paterson Road,
among other streets in that area.

The governing body plans to pro-
pose parking restrictions and/or per-
mits where needed and may even
post emergency no parking signs as
ordinance revisions are drafted by
Mr. Estis.

“As soon as we do this, I think
[commuters] will get the message,”
Councilman Parenti said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr noted that
public hearings will be held on park-
ing ordinance revisions before a final
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By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A summary
of the Scotch Plains-FanwoodBoard
of Education contract agreement with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association (SPFEA) was made
available to the public at the board’s
meeting last Thursday. The board pre-
viously had voted in favor of the
proposed three-year agreement (July
1, 2009 to June 30, 2012). The union
must now ratify the agreement, upon
which the details will be made avail-
able to the public, officials said.

The contract points summarized in
the handout included: providing
teachers with a 3-percent retroactive
salary increase for 2009-2010, a 2-
percent increase for 2010-11 and a
1.8-percent increase for 2011-2012,
including a increment that staff re-
ceives for each new year employed.
The health benefit plan is to be modi-
fied effective January 1, 2011. The
staff has been paying 1.5 percent of
their salary for health benefits as of
May 2010. There will be a reduction
in parent-teacher school conference
days at the elementary schools – to
three daytime and one evening ses-
sions. Also, teachers will be paid for
providing additional lunch and play-
ground supervision.

The BOE will recognize newly ten-
ured teachers in the district at its next
meeting on Thursday, October 14.

Also during Thursday’s meeting,
board members voted to authorize
submission of documents for the So-
lar Panel Project at Terrill Middle
School to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education for approval. It
was discussed at the board’s last meet-
ing that the project would be funded
by its maintenance reserve account
combined with a $312,000 grant from
the Public Utilities Commission.

They also awarded Thursday a con-
tract to G&M Eastern Contracting,
Inc. in the amount of $196,000 for the
Terrill Middle School roofing project.

Prior to these votes, Michael Lewis
of Fanwood spoke during the public
comment portion of the meeting to
express concern over the cost of the
solar-panel project. “We’re going to
be pulling money from the mainte-
nance reserve and it’s wrong because
we’re eventually going to have to
repay [the money],” he said. “This is
a want and not a need.”

The board adopted a resolution pro-
claiming the week of October 18 to
22 as “School Violence Awareness
Week.” In the resolution, which was
read by board member Karen
Kulikowski, it was stated that the
board “encourages awareness and
promotes education on effective
methods to reduce and prevent youth
violence and raise awareness of
school safety and security issues.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-

garet Hayes announced that Terrill
Middle School math teacher
Stephanie Giannacio was a 2010 ING
Unsung Heroes Grant recipient in
the amount of $2,000. Ms.
Giannacio’s project, “Project
H.E.L.P (How Education and Learn-
ing need Playgrounds),” will chal-
lenge students to research, plan and
organize for an eco-friendly play
area at the school. Initially, students
had written letters to Terrill Inter-
mediate School Principal Kevin
Holloway and were encouraged to
make their request reality. Students
will use math concepts to eventually
build three-dimensional models of
their visions.

Park Middle School sixth-grade
math teacher teacher Brian Rawlins
gave a presentation before the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on how he used grant money that was
awarded for the 2009-2010 school
year from the Educational Enrich-
ment Foundation (EEF) of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to fund a
podcasting project in his classroom.

Park students Kate Musso, Mat-
thew Schweizer and Connor Walsh
joined Mr. Rawlins at the meeting to
present on their project, “Lights, Cam-
era, Educate! Impact of imovies in
classrooms.” The grant funded the
equipment needed for students to
develop math tutorial movies on math
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Council Creates Panel
To Hear Sewer-Bill Appeals

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to
create a three-member panel to serve
as the final arbiter in property own-
ers’ appeals of their sewer-utility bills.

The sanitary sewer utility subcom-
mittee will issue final rulings on any
billing disputes, and during discus-
sions on the matter last month, Town-
ship Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said ap-
peals can be based on three different
criteria: water flow, classification of
a property or actual calculation of the
sewer bill. Under the new system,
anyone requesting a review of their
bill will first have it examined by the
township’s engineering department.
If the property owner is not satisfied
with the evaluation, the subcommit-
tee could then consider the matter
and issue a “final and binding rul-
ing.”

The sewer utility was created last
year, and the issuance of the first bill

a year ago resulted in numerous chal-
lenges from property owners that
forced Township Manager Chris
Marion to meet with dozens of town-
ship residents and commercial prop-
erty owners to review, and in some
cases, recalculate their bills.

In other business this week, the
council authorized the signing of an
agreement with Union County for
the use and maintenance of the
county-owned Ponderosa property on
Cooper Road. Councilman Jeff
Strauss said the agreement means
that Scotch Plains will maintain the
property, which was purchased sev-
eral years ago by Union County, and
also contribute funding toward the
construction of a maintenance ga-
rage to be built there. Plans call for
the site to be developed into a park
and ballfields, and Mr. Strauss said
Scotch Plains will be able to use the
fields “substantially and signifi-
cantly.”


