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San Martino Campanile,
taken in Burano, Venice,
Italy in September 2009. 

December 10-12
Fri 12/10

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

STUART LITTLE.  A full length musical based on the book by E.B. White.  Adapted for stage 

by Joseph Robinette.  Music by Ronna Frank.  Lyrics by Joseph Robinette & Ronna Frank. 

December 10-12
Fri 7:30p

Sat 1:30p, 4:30p, 7:30p
Sun 1:30p, 4:30p

New! Purchase tickets online:
www.cdctheatre.org

STUART LITTLE

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

Jayne Book Salomon Adds
To Arcadia’s ‘Image’ Series
To Appear at Book Signing This Sat.

WESXTFIELD – Westfield Leader
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
columnist Jayne Book Salomon an-
nounced the arrival of her book,
“Westfield,” which joins the series,
“Images of America.”

Ms. Salomon, announcing her
book, told The Leader and The
Times, “It has been a long year of
research and hard work, so it is with
great pleasure that I announce the
arrival of Arcadia’s new book
‘Westfield.’”

“Since no book of this sort has
been in existence for approximately
10 years, this is a very exciting time
not only for Arcadia but for myself
as well,” the author said.

Westfield is a thriving suburban
community, rich in history, culture,
and civic pride. Located just 22
miles outside of New York City, it is
affectionately known as “Colonial
Westfield.” In 1720, English immi-
grants settled the “West Fields” of
Elizabeth Town.

During the Revolutionary War, sev-
eral altercations with the Red Coats
took place here. Not only did George
Washington stop in Westfield during
the Revolutionary War, but it is be-
lieved he slept at the home of one of
the town’s forefathers.

After the advent of the railroad in
mid-1800s, the small but productive
farming village gradually developed
into the attractive upscale commu-
nity it is today.

Known for its high standards in
education, emphasis on the arts and
religious and civic institutions,
Westfield is one of the few suburban
towns in New Jersey that continues to
maintain an active downtown shop-
ping area, complete with a major
department store. With approximately

50 restaurants, it draws visitors from
all over the state.

Ms. Salomon is a freelance writer
with a monthly food column in the
Leader/Times. She is a member of the
board of trustees of the Westfield
Historical Society, where most of the
images for this book were acquired.
Their extensive collection dates back
to the 19th century.

The Town Book Store in Westfield
announced a meet and greet with Ms.
Salomon this Saturday, November
27, from 2 to 4 p.m. The book is
available at The Town Book Store,
which can be reached at (908) 233-
3535.

Kullaf to Demonstrate
Effective Use of Pastels

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) is looking for-
ward to a meeting and demonstra-
tion by Anne Kullaf on December 5.
This third meeting for the public is
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the community
room at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The community room has
a ramp for the disabled.

The WAA board has scheduled its
Holiday Party for Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, at Ferraro’s restaurant on Elm
Street at 6:15 p.m. following the
meeting. The cost will be $30 per
person (cash bar); those interested
in attending should send checks to
Mary Ann Iannitto at 1904 Terrace
Ave., South Plainfield, N.J. 07080.

Many artists choose pastel as a
medium because of its rich color and
spontaneous nature. By using loose,
broad strokes and avoiding blend-
ing, an artist can pack his or her
painting with energy and freshness.

Ms. Kullaf will demonstrate how to
use pastels to paint effectively and
efficiently in a loose, impressionis-
tic style.

Surface selection, preparation,
underpainting, color palette and
stroke techniques will be discussed
and demonstrated in detail in a study
of Ms. Kullaf’s favorite subject mat-
ter – the urban landscape.

Ms. Kullaf studied graphic design
and fine art at the University of
Bridgeport in Connecticut and at
The Art Students League of New
York. Her work has been exhibited
at the National Arts Club and has
been featured in two traveling mu-
seum exhibitions, “The New Real-
ity: The Frontier of Realism in the
21st Century” (nationwide exhibi-
tion) and “400 Years of Dutch His-
tory in Manhattan” (Vlissingen, the
Netherlands).

She is a faculty member of the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey,
the Hunterdon Museum of Art and
the Center for Contemporary. She is
represented by the following galler-
ies: Michael Ingbar Gallery, New
York City; JAG Fine Art, Philadel-
phia; Gallery Egan, Morristown;
Trudy Labell Fine Art, Naples, Fla,
and Chasen Galleries, Richmond,
Va.

She is planning on bringing cop-
ies of her book, “Loosen Up: Draw-
ing and Painting with Style and Con-
fidence,” which will be available for
sale for $35 at the demonstration
(cash or check).

Goodwill Art Auction Set
For Dec. 2 in Springfield

SPRINGFIELD – Approximately
500 works of art will be sold at
auction to benefit Goodwill Indus-
tries of Greater New York and North-
ern New Jersey, Inc. The auction –
the first of its kind in northern New
Jersey for the venerable human-ser-
vices organization – will be held at
Goodwill’s Springfield store on
Thursday, December 2, between 6
and 10 p.m.

Bidders can preview the sale from
5 to 6 p.m. on the same day. The
Springfield Goodwill store is located
at 126 Route 22 West. It can be reached
at (973) 912-0156.

Established in 1915, Goodwill In-
dustries is a well-known nonprofit
organization serving the unemployed
and people with physical, mental and
emotional disabilities; the elderly and
disadvantaged youth. Goodwill pro-
vides vocational, training and job-
placement programs and offers in-
school and after-school programs and

rehabilitation services.
To fund its mission, the New York-

New Jersey regional Goodwill oper-
ates 39 retail stores throughout the
region.

The auction in Goodwill’s Spring-
field store features paintings, litho-
graphs, prints and some sketches and
maps. Among the works of art are
limited-edition lithographs by Rob-
ert Tinney. Also in this trove is a page
of a newspaper announcing Babe
Ruth’s death.

Rosemary Sweeney, a local auc-
tioneer, will act as master of ceremo-
nies. Goodwill said the minimum bid
will be $10, with no buyer’s pre-
mium.

Goodwill programs served 164,000
people in the New York metropolitan
area last year.

For further information, contact Ri-
chard Kromer, at (973) 912-0156 or by
e-mail at
Richard.Kromer@goodwillny.org.

Annual Messiah Sing Takes
Place on Friday, December 3
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey, Inc. an-
nounced its annual Messiah Sing will
take place on Friday, December 3, at
8 p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the beloved
Handel oratorio. Audience members
are invited to bring scores and join in
the singing of both choruses and solo
sections or simply come to listen.

Trent Johnson, former organist and
choir director at First United Meth-
odist Church, will accompany the
Messiah Sing on the church’s
Aeolean-Skinner Pipe Organ.

The Messiah Sing has become a
Westfield tradition and is an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Admission to the Messiah Sing is $10
at the door, where scores may be
borrowed for the evening.

Mr. Little is no stranger to the
Messiah Community event, having
previously both accompanied and
directed the performance. In addition
to his duties as the director of the
Choral Art Society, he has been the
organist and choirmaster of Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit since
1993, having previously held similar
positions at Mountainside’s Commu-

nity Presbyterian Church. At Calvary
Church, Mr. Little directs an adult
choir, two youth choirs and the Cal-
vary Concert Series.

For information about the Choral
Art Society, check
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org or call
(908) 654-5737.

Mid-Day Musicales Are
Set to Resume in Dec.
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
resumption of its season of Mid-Day
Musicales on Wednesday, December
1, at noon.

The Mid-Day Musicales, now in its
27th season, present outstanding pro-
fessional musicians in free, half-hour
concerts, followed by a soup-and-sand-
wich luncheon available for $7.

The schedule for December is:
December 1 – The Enchantment Duo
(Laura George, flute; Beth Robinson,
harp); December 8 – Greg
Giannascoli, marimba; Yukyung Kim,
piano; December 15 – The Montclair
State University Trumpet Ensemble,
Charles Bumcrot, director.

For further information, or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Journey to Another Educator’s World
By MAGGIE FRAM

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – South Africa had a
large spotlight shine upon it this past
summer as the host of the FIFA World
Cup. However, a few weeks after the
sporting event finished, two Westfield
Resource Room Teachers from
Tamaques School, Maria Auricchio
and Shani Contreras, took the 18-hour
flight to Johannesburg on a 10-day
trip to review the educational needs of
teachers in South Africa as ambassa-
dors with the Language and Literacy
Delegation of the People to People
Program.

Ms. Auricchio, who is in her fourth
year of teaching in Westfield, received
the invitation to go on the trip through
her affiliation with the International
Reading Association and invited Ms.
Contreras to join her.

Ms. Auricchio accepted the invita-
tion even knowing she would just be
returning from her honeymoon in Ha-
waii. She was married on July 4, left
for Hawaii for two weeks and then
returned to take what these two pas-
sionate educators called a “once-in-a-
lifetime trip.” They had to pay their
own way – $7,000 per person. The two
women traveled from August 9 through
19 and visited Johannesburg, Soweto
(Nelson Mandela’s hometown) and
Cape Town.

Ms. Contreras, an 11-year teaching
veteran as well as the mother of two
girls, began by describing the living
conditions for Africans: “People are
living in former dormitories,” she said.
Ms. Auricchio continued by explain-
ing how the HIV epidemic has left so
many children as orphans and how
“people have to pay for their own beds
(usually just twin size) in these former
dormitories, so these children have to
sleep on the floor.”

“Women also have to travel four
hours to work in a hotel because it is
the only work they can get” Ms.
Contreras added.

Both women brought a few large
photo albums with them to the inter-
view with The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times.
Their digital camera drew a lot of
attention from the school children they
met.

“Things we take for granted, like a
digital camera,” at home, Ms.
Auricchio explained, got the kids very
excited. The schoolchildren were fas-
cinated that they could see themselves

instantly on the picture-preview
screen. This technological chasm was
the first of many surprises the two
women would encounter during their
trip as educational ambassadors.

Ms. Contreras and Ms. Auricchio
discovered that school teachers in
South Africa are only given two years
of training beyond their secondary-
school certificate. “Children must learn
in their native tribal tongue for the first
three years of their education, and
then the rest of their education is in
English. Their school teacher and other
school children in their classroom are
speaking different tribal languages so
that one teacher may not know any of
those tribal languages of any of her
students, and she may not even speak
in any of her students’ native tongues,”
Ms. Contreras explained.

The women’s delegation continu-
ously witnessed a desperate need for
teaching materials and schoolbooks
in every school they visited. Part of
their 48-member team included text-
book representatives and other educa-
tors, active and retired, who have re-
sources back in the United States and
Canada.

When asked if the South African
government is aware of the problems
in its educational system, both of them
affirmed: “There are so many people
to educate,” Ms. Auricchio began as
Ms. Contreras added, “There are a lot
of non-government programs doing
teacher training. That’s why the People
to People Program made this summer
trip to South Africa.”

“We visited schools where the teach-
ers told us ‘we need books, books on
tape.’ They’re doing things so far be-
hind.” Ms. Auricchio concluded.

When Ms. Contreras and Ms.
Auricchio were not visiting schools,
the People to People program also
took them on cultural excursions such
as a tribal dance exhibition and Afri-
can safari.

“They immersed us in the South
African culture,” Ms. Auricchio said
as she and Ms. Contreras showed
pictures of South African wildlife,
nature trails and the South African
tribal wear they saw during their 10-
day trip.

By the end of their journey to an-
other educator’s world, both left all
their toiletries, and anything else they
could, behind. That’s how much this
trip had affected them, and turned
their thoughts to South Africa.

Courtesy of Maria Auricchio and Shani Contreras
BEING RESOURCEFUL...Two Westfield Resource Room Teachers from
Tamaques School, Maria Auricchio and Shani Contreras, took the 18-hour flight
to Johannesburg on a 10-day trip to review the educational needs of teachers in
South Africa as ambassadors with the Language and Literacy Delegation of the
People to People Program. Above, Ms. Auricchio and Ms. Contreras are pictured
at the Cape Point Lighthouse, and below, they are photographed with a Zulu
warrior at The Lesedi Cultural Experience.

duCret School Hosts
Miniature Art Show

PLAINFIELD – Amidst recent eco-
nomic challenges, people have begun
to return to traditional, close-knit com-
munity activities that keep costs down
and family interaction a paramount
focus.

duCret, the oldest non-profit art
school in the state, is a small and spe-
cialized visual-arts school in Plainfield.
On Sunday, December 5, from 2 to 4
p.m., duCret will open its doors to the
public with an Open House / Miniature
Art Show featuring handcrafted origi-
nal art pieces created by its students.

It presents an opportunity to learn
about a community resource and find
one-of-a kind affordable gifts to give
this holiday season.

Attendees will have the chance to
interact with the artists. Refreshments
are included.

For additional information, call (908)
757-7171, from Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or visit duCret.edu.

A LESSON ON
AMERICANA…duCret Art Teacher
Peter Caras, taught by Norman
Rockwell, passes his knowledge on to
his students.

Juried Exhibit Selects
Linda Condrillo’s Photo
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Like many
tourists, when Linda Beaudry
Condrillo toured the island of Burano
in Venice, Italy, last year, she kept her
pocket camera handy. She snapped
photo after photo
for the pure plea-
sure of capturing
the breathtaking
sights of her trip.
She never dreamed
that a year later,
one of those pho-
tos would be se-
lected for the New
Jersey Photogra-
phy Forum’s 16th
Annual Juried
Photography Ex-
hibit.

Ms. Condrillo,
who has written
for The Westfield
Leader and the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times
since 2005, described what she liked
most about the photo, aptly titled
“See Through the Steeple?”

“There’s a bell tower [San Martino
Campanile]…and the chimney in
front of it is painted the exact same
blue color as the sky,” she said. “So
when you look at the photo, you think
you’re looking through a hole in the
steeple, but it’s really the blue chim-
ney.”

When Ms. Condrillo enlarged the
photo, she also noticed unusual com-
edy and tragedy masks carved into
the side of the tower.

She matted and framed the photo
to enjoy in her Mountainside home

but then saw a press release for the
exhibit in Watchung and entered the
piece “purely on a whim.”

When she noticed her friend,
Charlann Meluso of Berkeley
Heights, had chosen to use plain white
mattes and black frames for her own

submissions, as
that was “industry
standard,” Ms.
Condrillo feared
her off-white matte
with a red border
“screamed ama-
teur.”

But she was
soon thrilled to
learn both her and
Ms. Meluso’s
works had been ac-
cepted for the ex-
hibit.

Ms. Condrillo
reported there
were approxi-
mately 176 sub-
missions, with
only 45 selected.

She said the highlight was walking
into the Watchung Arts Center and
seeing her photo as one of the first
near the entryway.

“It’s like entering a race, in that
you don’t expect to place; you just
want to finish,” she added. “It’s like a
validation that someone else thinks
it’s good besides you.”

The exhibit is on display at the
Watchung Arts Center, located at 18
Sterling Road in Warren, until No-
vember 27 and then moves to
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside from November 28 to
January 29. All of the works will be
for sale.


