
goleader.com online exclusive
Page E-2  Thursday, November 25, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains–Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cougars Become Conference Tennis Co-Champs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar V’ballers Won Conference, Finished 17-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year, from freshmen on down to var-
sity, come out and play with power,
spirit, and a lot of character,” Cougar
Head Coach Lucy Diaz said.

The Lady Cougar varsity put up
some hefty individual statistics. Se-
nior setter Sarah Barry led the team
with 338 assists. She also had 43
service aces, 18 kills, eight digs and
four blocks.

Tri-Captain/outside hitter Alex
Bizub led the Lady Cougars in two
categories – kills with 147, service
aces with 83. She also had 50 digs
and five blocks. Senior Tri-Captain/
outside hitter Alexis Inselberg
notched 128 kills, while recording 36
digs, 36 service aces and three blocks.
Senior Tri-Captain/middle hitter
Katie Knorr led the Cougars with 21
blocks, whiled recording 128 kills,
51 service aces and eight digs.

Junior middle Izzy Acton notched
69 kills, 57 service aces, 16 blocks
and six digs. Junior outside hitter
Cathryn Ahern finished with 56 kills,
34 service aces, 14 digs and four
blocks. Junior middle Stephanie
Bagniewski notched 30 kills and
added five digs, five service aces and
five blocks. Junior libero Tessa
Gonzales led the team with 80 digs,
while junior libero Danielle
Manginelli had 40 assists and 12 ser-

vice aces. Sophomore setter Paulina
Przydzial contributed 40 assists.

Next year, the Lady Cougars must
fill the slots that had been occupied

by their four starting seniors, but with
their strong junior corps, along with
talented underclassmen, the transi-
tion should be relatively easy.

5 record and placing eighth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT).
This season, the Cougars took a step
upward and placed seventh in the
UCT.

“We also had four flights out of
five advance to the Union County
Tournament. This also is a first since
the 80’s,” Coach Melleno said.

The Lady Cougars advanced to the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Group 2, Section 2 tournament, beat-
ing Newark East side, 5-0, before
bowing to Chatham, 4-1.

This year, Cougar sophomore
Marianna Dzunova had her work cut
out for her when she jumped up from
third singles to grab the first singles
position. She finished the conference
with an 8-2 record and qualified for
the NJSIAA individual states tourna-
ment. In the sectional tournament,
Dzunova was Cranford’s only win-
ner against Chatham.

“She is a strong server and hits the
ball hard,” Coach Melleno noted.

Senior Co-Captain Maggie Brown
had a strong season at second singles,
finishing 15-4 overall and 8-2 in the
conference. She also placed eighth in
the UCT.

According to Coach Melleno,

Brown, a four-year varsity player,
“Plays a consistent game and moves
the ball around with different speeds.”

Senior Liz Berry, a three-year var-
sity player, had a very strong season
at third singles, amassing a 16-4 over-
all record and finishing 9-1 in the
conference. She was selected Cougar
Athlete of the Week in mid Septem-
ber, and one week later placed sixth
in the UCT.

In the UCT, Berry had a marathon
two-set match with Voncy Ragin of
Union but prevailed, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3), to
advance to the fifth-place round,
where she dropped a 6-3, 6-4, deci-
sion to Scotch Plains-Fanwood SPF
Raider Alex Sullivan.

According to Coach Melleno, she
“plays a nice baseline game.”

Cougar senior Co-Captain Kristy
Daubert and junior Rachel Halek fin-
ished with a clean slate in the confer-
ence, going 9-0. They also finished
17-2 overall.

Daubert, a four-year varsity player,
“plays a solid net game and is the
leader on the doubles team,” Coach
Melleno pointed out.

Halek, a two-year varsity player,
“plays a nice baseline game. Rachel
and Kristy compliment each other

well. [They were], a very solid team
for two years,” Coach Melleno said.

In the UCT, Daubert and Halek had
a marathon three-set match with SPF
Raiders Alyssa Leyden and Hannah
Nizri, but prevailed, 4-6, 6-0, 6-2, to
advance to the fifth/sixth place round.
The pair went on to place fifth after
defeating A.L. Johnson’s Kate
Matthews and Elizabeth Zalewskie
in three sets, 6-2, 6-7 (7-5), forfeit.

Cougar seniors Lori Joseph and
Colleen Jones had a conference record
of 7-3 at second doubles and finished
with an overall 14-6 record. Joseph
was a two-year varsity starter at
doubles. Jones, in her first full season
at varsity, had some varsity experi-
ence last year. The pair placed eighth
in the UCT.

“They both started playing in the
ninth grade. They have accomplished
a lot as tennis players in such a little
time. Colleen plays well at the net
and Lori has a very good baseline
game. They played well together as a
team this year,” Coach Melleno said.

With five of the seven varsity start-
ers being seniors, it is expected that
there will be plenty of new faces
vying for the varsity positions next
year.

December 10-12
Fri 12/10

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

STUART LITTLE.  A full length musical based on the book by E.B. White.  Adapted for stage 

by Joseph Robinette.  Music by Ronna Frank.  Lyrics by Joseph Robinette & Ronna Frank. 

December 10-12
Fri 7:30p

Sat 1:30p, 4:30p, 7:30p
Sun 1:30p, 4:30p

New! Purchase tickets online:
www.cdctheatre.org

STUART LITTLE

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIFTH IN UNION COUNTY AT FIRST DOUBLES…Senior Kristy Daubert and her partner Rebecca Halek placed fifth
in the Union County Tournament at first doubles. The pair finished with a perfect 9-0 record in the conference and a 17-
2 record overall.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY COUGAR VOLLEYBALL TEAM CAPTAINS…Senior Tri-Captains Alexis Inselberg, No. 6, Katie Knorr, No. 9,
and Alex Bizub, No. 12, helped lead the Cougar girls volleyball team to a conference championship and a 17-8 record.


