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SOPH. LEXI BOOR FINISHED 29-1 AT FIRST SINGLES

Blue Devil Tennis Girls Reach
Perfection; Seized TOC Crown

UC COACHES NAME 5 BLUE DEVILS TO FIRST TEAM

Soccer Blue Devils Captured
UCT Title, Finished, 17-3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wisely, no one overlooked this
year’s Westfield High School boys
soccer team that entered the season
with a deep squad of 27 talented
athletes that featured nine, who re-
ceived All-Union County (UC)
Coaches poll honors.

The Blue Devils won their confer-
ence with an 11-0-2 record and cap-
tured their first Union County Tour-
nament title since 1996, before being
shocked by Hunterdon Central, 2-1
in overtime (OT), in the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 semifinal round to
finish with a 17-3-2 overall record.
The Blue Devils’ other losses were to
Kearny, 3-2 in OT, and Summit, 2-1.
The ties were to Plainfield and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
whom they defeated twice this sea-

son, including 2-1 in OT for the county
championship.

“We accomplished some great
things, but we left a little bit on the
table. But we had not won the county
in 14 years. That’s a tremendous ac-
complishment,” Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner said. “It was
pointed out to me, while in my tenure
as varsity coach, that the only teams
that won more games than this team
were the two teams that won the state
championship.”

Senior Co-Captain/midfielder
Ryan Heine, literally, could have been
said to be in the middle of all the
action. Heine, who scored seven goals
and added seven assists, also appeared
to be the primary playmaker. Heine
was selected First Team All-UC
Coaches poll.

“Ryan, I think is the best player in

the county. He should be First Team
All-State. This year, he was constantly
in the right place. He was the one who
would step up and be involved in the
goal, whether he was scoring in pass-
ing or passing to somebody else, who
would create the setup for a score,”
Coach Kapner said.

Senior striker Joe Greenspan used
his 6’4/5” frame very well and led the
Blue Devils with 13 goals, while add-
ing an assist. Most of those goals
came off headers after well-directed
restarts from sophomore midfielder
Shane Kronick, who was directly re-
sponsible for 17 assists, while scor-
ing two goals. Greenspan and Kronick
also received All-UC Coaches First
Team recognition.

“I don’t remember the last time we
had a guy, who had 17 assists. His
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Sweep was the word at the Union
County Tournament (UCT) when the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team won all five flights at Donald
Van Blake Courts in Plainfield on
September 24. But their mission was
not complete until the Lady Blue
Devils breezed through the sectional
tournament, won the Group 4 title
and defeated Red Bank Catholic, 3-
2, to claim the Tournament of Cham-
pions (TOC) crown and to finish with
a perfect, 21-0 record.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils
won four of the five flights to claim
the UCT title then advanced to the
Group 4 tournament after blanking

Piscataway, 5-0, for the sectional title.
The Blue Devils toppled West
Windsor-Plainsboro South, 3-2, to
advance to the (TOC) where they
were upset, 3-2, by Haddonfield and
to finish the season with a 23-1 record.

“Over the past two seasons, we are
44-1. What makes these teams differ-
ent than the team in 2008? The answer
is simple,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Matt Varhley. “We’ve transformed a
very talented group of individuals into
a dominant group who puts team
first…a team who believes in proper
preparation and who plays the game
the right way. This team – and I in-
clude Tara Criscoulo [played second
singles last year] with this group – has
established a high standard and ex-
pectation for this program.”

Part of the Blue Devils’ stiffest
competition this season came during

the preseason. Because of the team’s
depth and talent, several of the girls,
who did not make the starting lineup,
could very well have been starters for
most teams in the area.

“Selecting a starting lineup after a
competitive preseason was not an
easy task. Each player came into the
season with a strong desire to make
the starting lineup. Unlike most
sports when athletes play with each
other to demonstrate their skill set,
our girls compete directly against
each other to claim their spot. Se-
lecting a lineup was not an easy
task,” Coach Varhley said.

Preseason was also more than just
rapping the tennis ball around. The
girls also underwent a rigorous con-
ditioning program, and that superior
conditioning paid off several times
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPIONS AND UNDEFEATED…Blue Devil seniors Kathryn McKinley, left, and Melissa Morawski won the
Union County Tournament second doubles title. They also finished their season with a 23-0 record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A HEAD ABOVE THE REST…Blue Devil senior forward Joe Greenspan, center, used his 6’4”/5” frame to score the
majority of his 13 goals via headers this season.


