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Local Menorah Lightings,
Chanukah Events Are Set

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center of Westfield has an-
nounced that a Menorah Lighting
ceremony will take place in down-
town Westfield at the train station on
North Avenue on Wednesday, De-
cember 1, at 7 p.m.

The Cranford Menorah Lighting
will be held across from the municipal
building near the gazebo on Sunday,
December 5, at 5 p.m. There will be
music, refreshments and “Chanukah
gelt” for everyone in attendance.

The Union County Torah Center
will host a Family Chanukah Party on
Thursday, December 2, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. The program will feature a
traditional Chanukah dinner with
latkes, lasagna, baked ziti, live enter-
tainment, Chanukah gelt and dreidels.

Movie actor and stuntman Kevin C.
Karr, a graduate of Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey and of The Ameri-
can Academy of Dramatic Arts in New
York City, will perform in a program
geared for all ages. The suggested
donation is $5 per person. Those age 3
and under may attend for free. Reser-

vations are preferred but not required.
The Union County Torah Center,

together with the Chai Center in
Millburn, will sponsor a “Chanukah
on Ice” event. It will take place on
Saturday, December 4, from 8:30 to
10 p.m. at the Union Sports Arena on
Route 22, West, next to Best Buy, in
Union. Participants will skate to Jew-
ish music while watching a Menorah
being lit in the center of the rink.
Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $10 per person, including skates.
Reservations are not required.

The Union County Torah Center
and Tzivos Hashem will present “Pro-
fessor Pellah’s Place,” a Chanukah
adventure for children, to be aired on
Wednesday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, December 5, at 9 p.m. on
Comcast Cable Channel 96.

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights,
will begin on Wednesday, December
1, at sundown and continue through
Wednesday, December 8. For more
information, call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

Museum Invites Families
To ‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“Gingerbread Sunday” on December
5 between 1:30 and 4 p.m. During the
program, children will make a ginger-
bread house and one additional craft
to take home, plus hear stories about
the Gingerbread Man and other tales.
Light refreshments will be served.

Reservations are required for this
program and must be requested by
noon on Friday, December 3. Admis-
sion is $4 per child; accompanying
adults may attend for free.

The museum will present “Christ-
mas at Mount Vernon with Martha
Washington” on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11, between 4 and 7 p.m. Guests
will be greeted by docents in period
costume, who will conduct candlelit
tours of the 18th-century, fully fur-
nished farmhouse and describe holi-
day customs of the period. “Martha

Washington” will tell stories of her
love for and life with President George
Washington.

Holiday food will be featured, with
guests offered sweets and savories as
refreshments. Visitors also will have
the opportunity to view the prepara-
tion of a traditional Mount Vernon
Christmas dinner as prepared over
the museum’s open hearth. The pro-
gram will be conducted against a
background of 18th-century music
and toasts of the period.

Reservations will be made for spe-
cific time slots between 4 and 7 p.m.,
and tickets must be purchased in ad-
vance by noon on Monday, December
6. Admission is $12. Children must be
age 12 or older to attend this program.

To reserve space for either pro-
gram, call the museum office week-
days between 9 a.m. and noon at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
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First Baptist to Feature
Life-Size Nativity Scene

WESTFIELD – Members of the
First Baptist Church will transform
the sanctuary and entryways this Sun-
day, November 28, between noon
and 3 p.m. as they decorate the church
for Christmas.

Volunteers are invited to help deco-
rate, and soup will be provided for all
workers in the middle of the after-
noon. The church is located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

The unique centerpiece of the trans-
formation will be a life-size nativity
scene watched over by Renaissance
angels, designed and created by
church member and graphic artist Art
Taylor, formerly of Mountainside.

The two dozen individual figures
of the nativity will fill the front of the
sanctuary, which elsewhere will be
decorated with banners, candlesticks,
wreaths, garland and red bows. In the
entry area, four live trees will be
covered with miniature lights.

The decorated sanctuary will be the
background for the performance of
“Carols in the Round” in the sanctuary
at 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday,
December 4 and 5. This Christmas
program will feature the voices of
more than 50 former members of the
Westfield High School Chorale under
the direction of Minister of Music Bill

Mathews. They will sing a variety of
holiday music, punctuated by read-
ings appropriate to the season and
sing-along Christmas carols.

“Carols in the Round” is open to the
public, but requires advance purchase
of tickets, which sell out quickly. For
more information, contact the church
office at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
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MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW WIELGUS
(She is the former Miss Kim Charlesworth)

Miss Kim Charlesworth
Marries Matthew Wielgus
Miss Kim Charlesworth, daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Monteleone
of Scotch Plains and Ocean Grove,
N.J., was married on Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, 2010, to Matthew Wielgus.
He is the son of the late Stanley and
Maureen Wielgus of Scotch Plains.
Miss Charlesworth also is the daugh-
ter of the late Dr. Tom Charlesworth
of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, with
Deacon Thomas Pluta officiating. A
reception followed at The Berkeley
Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

Given in marriage by her two
brothers, Chris and Jim
Charlesworth, both of San Francisco,
Calif., the bride wore a sleeveless
ivory lace gown embedded with tiny
crystals and pearls, and a cathedral-
length veil. She carried an autumnal
arrangement of calla lilies, circus
roses, Gerbera daisies, hypericum
berries and seeded eucalyptus.

The bridesmaids included Erin
Esposito of North Carolina and
Caitlin Mahoney of Cranford, cous-
ins of the bride, and Ann Wielgus of
North Carolina, sister of the groom.
All wore strapless chiffon new-red
knee-length dresses by B2 and car-

ried fall-colored bouquets similar to
the bride’s.

Serving as groomsmen were James
Wielgus of Pennsylvania, brother of
the groom; Mike Gattis of Glendora,
cousin of the groom, and Dan Witmer
of North Carolina, brother-in-law of
the groom.

Haley and Ava Charlesworth of
San Francisco, nieces of the bride,
were greeters at the church and dis-
tributed the wedding programs.

The bridal party hosted a bridal lun-
cheon in July at Clyne & Murphy in
Westfield. A rehearsal dinner was held
at Trap Rock Restaurant in Berkeley
Heights the night before the wedding.

The bride graduated from Westfield
High School. She earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychology and
was awarded a Masters in Social Work
from Kean University. She is em-
ployed as a residential counselor for
Volunteers of America.

The groom graduated from Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
and earned his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Seton Hall University. He
is the owner of Acurovision Video
Productions in Cranford.

The couple honeymooned in Riviera
Maya, Mexico. They currently reside
at their home in Scotch Plains.

IHM Healing Mass
To Be Held Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-

late Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish will
host a Healing Mass, or Mass of
Anointing, this Saturday, November
27, at 11 a.m. in the Main Church.
IHM is located at 1571 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Although the Sacrament termed
“Anointing of the Sick” is normally
associated with the terminally ill, this
Mass represents a broader outreach
to those who are troubled in body,
mind and spirit, according to IHM.

While the Mass is a religious cel-
ebration, it is free and open to all who
feel a need for healing. For additional
information and directions, call the
Parish Office at (908) 889-2100 or
visit the parish website, ihmparish.net.

4-H Invites Children
To Gift-Making Event
WESTFIELD – A Union County

4-H Holiday Gift-Making Night for
youngsters will take place on Friday,
December 3, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Westfield Municipal Building’s
Community Room at 425 East Broad
Street. 4-H will supply all materials,
plus instructions and guidance.

Six projects will be available to
choose from, among them a candy-
filled snowball, potted plant,
snowman ornament and a puppet.
Additionally, the 4-H Teen Council
will host a refreshment table as a
fund-raising project. This program
will be open to all Union County chil-
dren in first grade and older (4-H
membership is not required.) The fee
is $10 for the first child and $5 for each
additional child. Advance registration
is required. To register, contact 4-H
Secretary Ellen DiIorio at (908) 654-
9854 or ediiorio@ucnj.org.

Tree Lighting Is Set
Sunday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
sponsor Westfield’s Annual Tree
Lighting event this year on Sunday,
November 28, at 5 p.m. at the North
Avenue train station.

Visitors will have an opportunity
to welcome Santa and Mrs. Claus as
they arrive on a fire truck to join
Mayor Andy Skibitsky in lighting the
Christmas tree.

The Westfield Community Band
will provide holiday music; the DWC
will distribute special “Santa glasses”
to all the children; the Lions Club of
Westfield will collect used eyeglasses
and the Girl Scouts Heart of New
Jersey Westfield Service Unit will
collect new gloves, mittens, hats,
scarves and socks to distribute as
gifts to the needy.

Additionally, the First United Meth-
odist Youth Group will offer hot choco-
late; Xocolatz will provide cookies;
Walgreens will provide candy canes
and Williams Nursery and The Flower
Zone will provide decorations.

Elaine and Frederick Gould

Frederick and Elaine Gould
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Gould,

Jr. of Roselle Park, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, recently celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. They were
married at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield on July
30, 1960. Mrs. Gould is the former
Elaine Monti of Westfield.

On July 30, the Goulds and their
children, Karen Bachert and her hus-
band, Donald, of Mountainside, Jef-
frey Gould of Roselle Park and Chris-
topher Gould and his wife, Jacqueline,

of Roselle Park, and their grandchil-
dren, Brandon and Morgan Gould
and Trevor and Sarah Bachert, cel-
ebrated with a dinner and other fes-
tivities while vacationing in Stone
Harbor, N.J.

Fred and Elaine both graduated
from Westfield High School and lived
in Westfield for over 50 years.


