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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Courtesy of Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
CONVENTION-AL WISDOM...A Westfield contingent, featuring Councilman
Keith Loughlin, Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Councilman Sam Della Fera, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca and Administrator Jim Gildea, pauses
from a day of seminars on how to better equip the town for operating under the
current fiscal climate, at the League of Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City.

Correction
In  the Westfield Board of Educa-

tion story last week, it refers to “some
Wilson school chlidren to be re-
zoned to attend EIS instad of RIS.”
That should have read Washington
Elementary School, not Wilson. We
regret the error.

Courtesy of Sharon Roitman
EDUCATION...As part of American Education Week, students at Westfield’s
McKinley Elementary School learned about the importance of education through
visits from guest readers. Pictured here, Westfield’s Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan reads “A Fine, Fine School” to third graders, including from left
to right, Andrew Principato, Henry Shapiro and Theresa Lizzo.

Westfi eld - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfi eld  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfi eldwest
©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International 
and We’re Ready to Assist You Every Step of the Way.

Lawmakers Discuss Property-Tax
Reform, Shared Services at NJ LOM
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SP Police Say Burglaries
Have Not Spread to Fanwood

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ATLANTIC CITY — Thousands
of mayors, council members, free-
holders and public-works employ-
ees, representing each of New Jersey’s
566 municipalities and 21 counties,
gathered at the Atlantic City Conven-
tion Center November 16 to 19 to
discuss new ways of saving money,
and to marvel at new technologies
that can be bought with the money
that is saved.

The convention featured various
discussions, debates and lectures in
which attendees had an opportunity

to listen and participate. In addition,
there was a showroom floor on which
police, fire and utility vehicles were
showcased, and services were adver-
tised. The Union County Freeholders
also had their public-relations bus on
the premises with various pamphlets
and flyers available for passers-by to
learn about services offered by the
county.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) was one of the panel-
ists participating in the “Real Prop-
erty Tax Reform” discussion on
Wednesday morning. Accompanying
Mr. Bramnick was State Senator Steve
Oroho (R-24, Sparta) and Assembly-
man Lou Greenwald (D-6, Voorhees),
Wood-Ridge Mayor and State Sena-
tor Paul Sarlo (D-36), and Eatontown
Mayor Jerry Tarantolo. Rutgers Pro-
fessor Emeritus Ernie Reock moder-
ated the discussion.

Mr. Reock started off the discus-
sion by stating that property taxes in
New Jersey provide “a very stable
revenue” compared to sales and in-
come taxes, the latter of which he
described as “modest, except on the
highest taxpayers.”

In coming up with other solutions
to generate revenue so that property
taxes would not need to be as high,
Mr. Reock explained that if sales
taxes were applied to clothing and
footwear, New Jersey would gener-
ate $918 million per year. If the sales

tax were applied to gasoline, the state
would generate an extra $421 mil-
lion, and if the sales tax were applied
to prescription drugs, an extra $215
million.

Asm. Bramnick argued that in or-
der to provide more efficient services
for taxpayers, more services should
be provided by the municipalities,
and less by the counties or the state.

“Do not send your money to Tren-
ton under any circumstance,” Mr.
Bramnick declared. “The farther your
money is from your house, the less
likely it is to be efficiently managed.”

Sen. Oroho echoed Mr. Bramnick’s
sentiments, reminding attendees that,
“the best place to keep [your money]
is in your pocket. The worst place to
send your money is down to Tren-
ton.”

Asm. Greenwald noted that he was
“not in favor of more taxes; I am in
favor of equity.” Mr. Greenwald com-
pared the state’s property-tax laws to
an old house, which instead of being
“a fixer-upper” is “a tear-down-and-
rebuild.”

“I would scale back the sales tax to
6 percent so that municipalities can
use that to offset their property taxes
as they see fit,” Mr. Greenwald stated.

Later that day, the television net-
work NJN hosted a debate regarding
“Shared Sacrifice, State-Local Regu-
lations, and Government Reform,”

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A recent wave
of burglaries in the township was the
subject of a public meeting Monday
night at St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School. Police officials said the hear-
ing was intended to dispel any rumors
residents may have heard, as well as to
encourage residents to take positive
measures to help prevent any future
burglaries from occurring.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Detective Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly, Patrol Division Commander
Captain Steven Friedman, Sergeant Ted
Conley, Township Manager Christo-
pher Marion, as well as Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo, all attended
the meeting.

“[Chief Trigo] is here to support [the
Scotch Plains police],” Chief Mahoney
stated. “One of the rumors that we are
trying to dispel here tonight is that there
has been a rash or a wave of burglaries
that has hit Fanwood as well. I can tell
you with certainty, and [Chief Trigo]
can nod his head, that is not true. The
burglaries have not gone over the bor-
der.”

“For a period of three months, there
have been a total of 16 burglaries and
three attempted burglaries,” Chief
Mahoney stated. The last known bur-
glary attempt occurred sometime be-
tween Friday and Sunday on Judy Lane
on the south side of the township, near
the Fanwood border, in which the alarm
was cut and the door was kicked in.

The last successful burglary took
place on November 17 on Winchester
Drive, also on the south side of the
township, but closer to Edison than
Fanwood. The victim of this burglary
commented at the hearing but requested
to remain anonymous.

According to the victim, her neigh-
bor saw a suspicious vehicle parked in

her driveway and was not sure if it was
someone she had hired. The neighbor
“felt weird” about possibly reporting
the man to the police, and called the
victim, who returned home just as the
man was leaving. The victim reported
that the man was a black male, about 6
feet, 4 inches tall. Upon entering her
home, she found that her small dog had
been locked in a closet.

The Winchester Drive burglary was
not in any way connected with helicop-
ter activity over the south side of the
township on the morning of Novem-
ber 17. According to Lt. Donnelly, “We
had a bad storm. That was a gas main
that sprung a leak.”

Lt. Donnelly also spoke at the meet-
ing and went over some crime-preven-
tion tips for residents to follow. The
main thing, Lt. Donnelly and Chief
Mahoney both emphasized, was for
residents to call the police if they see a
suspicious person or vehicle, instead of
confronting that person themselves.

“I’m not asking you to be vigilantes;
I don’t want anybody to be hurt,” Chief
Donnelly stated. “If you see a car or
something, you call [the Scotch Plains
police]. I don’t want anyone saying,
‘I’m going to stop this person.’ That’s
our job.”

Lt. Donnelly said the police have a
service for residents who go away on
vacation, where residents can fill out a
form stating what days they will be
away from home, and the police will be
on the lookout for any suspicious activ-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Victoria Candon
HOLIDAY ECHOES...Members of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
International American Alphorn Ensemble will  entertain holiday shoppers in
downtown Westfield  this season. Directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, the Alphorn
Ensemble will recreate the sounds of the Alps on  Saturday December 4, 11 and
18  between 2:30 and 4 p.m. on the corner of East Broad and Elm Streets.
Ensemble members will also appear at El  Teatro en El Museo Del Barrio on
December 10 at 2 p.m., December 11 at 2 and 8 p.m. and December 12  at 2 p.m.
at 1230 Fifth Avenue and 104th Street  in New York City. For more information,
please call (908) 789-9696.

WF Council Supports Idea of
Traffic Light at Lord & Taylor

School Officials Rip Gov. Christie’s
Caps on Superintendent Salaries
By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education representatives last
Thursday heard criticism from school
officials during the first of four public
hearings on Governor Chris Christie’s
plan to cap school superintendent sala-
ries.

The caps would follow a sliding scale.
School systems with up to 250 students
would cap superintendents’ salaries at
$120,000; districts with 6,501 to 10,000
students, like Westfield and Scotch

Plains-Fanwood, would be limited at
$175,000. The state education com-
missioner may approve a higher salary
for a superintendent whose district has
more than 10,000 pupils. Superinten-
dents also could receive a $2,500 sti-
pend if their district includes a high
school.

The issue of school chief salaries
follows a new 2-percent cap on county,
school and municipal tax levies start-
ing next year. The new superintendent
caps are set to take effect in February.

Superintendents and other school

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session, the council reviewed its agenda
for next week’s public meeting and
heard from residents regarding leaf
pickup and a proposed vacant-property
ordinance.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said the council would consider a reso-
lution supporting a proposed traffic
light on North Avenue at the Lord &
Taylor department store. He said the
project is in the “early stages” but that
Union County had indicated it may
help finance the project.

Mr. Gildea said a resolution from the
council would let everyone know the
project has support.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the traffic light would
control ingress and egress from the
parking lot and was “at Lord & Taylor’s
request.”

At next week’s meeting, the council
also will vote on a resolution to approve
a change order for the South Avenue
street-scaping improvements. The to-
tal contract price is $627,967.60, and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon said the
changes are due to additional landscap-

officials said the cap would cause New
Jersey public schools to be less com-
petitive in attracting school adminis-
trators.

Only one of the department officials,
Eric Taylor, a lawyer from the Office of
Statutes and Review, was up at the front
of the room hearing questions from the
audience. The other three representa-
tives, including Union County Execu-
tive Superintendent Carmen Centuolo,
were in attendance at the meeting but
did not speak or participate. Neither
Acting Education Commissioner Roch-
elle Hendricks nor Governor Christie
attended the hearing.

According to Richard Bozza, execu-
tive director of the New Jersey School
Administrators Association, capping
superintendent salaries will result in
school principals and other administra-
tors receiving greater compensation
than superintendents. He also said the
policy would result in experienced
school district leaders leaving New Jer-
sey to work in other states. Mr. Bozza
also said the new policy creates disin-
centives for those employees aspiring
to be superintendents in the state and
incentives for other officials to remain
in their current positions.

“We must remember that it is the
community that determines whether a
superintendent is hired, fired, earns a
raise or does not earn a raise,” stated
East Hanover Superintendent Joseph
Ricca, “not Trenton.”

“We do not need government inter-
vention here,” Mr. Ricca continued,
“no more than we need government
intervention telling us what to eat or
what type of health care to buy. The
people are the employer in this in-
stance, not the commissioner of educa-
tion, the Legislature or the Governor.”

Barbara Garand, a member of the
Northern Highlands Board of Educa-
tion, reminded the audience that, “two
states [Minnesota and New York] have

ing and other minor changes.
Resident Sharon Stockwell asked

the council to step up leaf collection
around the schools. She said in the area
of Franklin Elementary School, “it’s a
hazard,” because leaves are blocking a
crosswalk on Prospect Street and block-
ing storm drains. She also asked the
council if it had considered an ordi-
nance regulating vacant structures,
which she had proposed to the govern-
ing body.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said the
ordinance is on the Code Review and
Town Property Committee’s agenda
but that the “agenda is quite long.”

Prospect Street resident Len
Berman asked the council to ensure
that the vacant properties along Pros-
pect Street be maintained during the
winter weather, as a child fell last
year.

Mr. Gildea said the property owner
will be reminded and that if snow is not
shoveled, a violation will be issued.

The council went into closed session
to discuss the builder’s remedy lawsuit
being brought by Sunnyside Senior
Housing. Sunnyside is seeking a high-
density housing development, includ-
ing affordable housing, on Springfield
Avenue.

Courtesy of Ingrid McKinley
FOR THE BIRDS...Massive flocks of birds take to the air last week on Harrison Avenue in Westfield. Residents have
reported seeing hundreds of birds landing on their lawns and then, shortly afterwards, moving a few houses down.
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Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
WHO WILL SACRIFICE?...Among the many panel discussions at last week’s New Jersey League of Municipalities
Convention was one entitled “Shared Sacrifice: State-Local Relations and Government Reform.” The panel included, from
left to right, Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Whippany), Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), NJN moderator Michael Aron, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (LD-3, Gloucester).

WELCOME...Ron Czebrowski and Michelle Cousoulis of Lord & Taylor in
Westfield, along with Santa and Mrs. Claus, collected three truckloads of canned
food last year. The annual DWC-Lord & Taylor photos with Santa will take place
again at Lord & Taylor on November 26, 27 and 28.

tried to impose salary caps on their
superintendents, and the school sys-
tems have suffered because of it.”

“Minnesota did it in the way that
New Jersey is planning; they tied it to
the governor’s salary,” Ms. Garand
stated. “The effect on the schools was
that it was impos-
sible to recruit good
people from out of
state, and within the
state the schools
found ways to get
around the system.
Within a decade, the
state’s Legislature
abolished the law.”

Barbara Horl of
the New Jersey
School Boards As-
sociation said the
governor’s 2-per-
cent cap on prop-
erty-tax levies has
already served the
purpose of reduc-
ing costs.

Martin Dickerson, assistant superin-
tendent for Irvington Public Schools,
asked, “Does Governor Christie truly
care about the students of Newark,
Camden, Trenton? Does he have a pas-
sion for them? Why is the Governor
acting like he is still a prosecutor, and
New Jersey public schools are the de-
fendants?”

“While [Gov. Christie] is flying
around the country raising millions of
dollars for members of his own politi-
cal party,” Mr. Dickerson continued,
“he should’ve stacked the table with
educational leaders in New Jersey and
come up with a sensible, prudent solu-
tion to our big problem.”

Margaret Innet, of the Franklin Lakes
Board of Education, called the superin-
tendent salary caps “an act of bullying,
rather than true reform; it’s smoke and
mirrors, and makes for dramatic air-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Meeting on Super Salaries

ity at that residence during that time. Lt.
Donnelly also recommended that resi-
dents who go away have a neighbor
take their mail inside for them, rather
than tell the Post Office to put their mail
on hold, because there have been cases
of postal workers being involved with
burglary schemes.

The first line of defense, according
to Lt. Donnelly, is “target harden-
ing.”

“You have pretty much everything
you need,” Lt. Donnelly stated. “What
you want to do is just have that burglar
say, ‘I can’t get in to this house, I’m
going to move on.’ A lot of burglars
have been going in open windows and
open doors. The number-one thing:
lock your doors, lock your windows.”

“Lock your garage doors,” Lt.
Donnelly advised. “[Burglars] can drive
along and open up your garage doors
with a universal remote, so don’t trust
the remote. If you’re going to go away,
just unplug your garage door [opener].”
Lt. Donnelly also reminded residents
to lock the interior garage door as well,
so even if a burglar can find a way into
the garage, he cannot get into a house.

When asked if there was any connec-
tion between the Scotch Plains burglar-
ies and the string of burglaries that hit
Westfield, Springfield and
Mountainside around the same time
last year, Chief Mahoney stated, “We’ve

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scoth Plains Burglaries

featuring a panel comprised of Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney (D-3,
West Deptford), Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver (D-34, East Orange), and As-
sembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany). The de-
bate was taped as a special edition of
NJN’s show “On The Record.”

At the beginning of the meeting,
NJN moderator Michael Aron an-
nounced that due to Governor Chris
Christie’s budget cuts, the publicly
funded station would cease operation
on January 1 unless it could come up
with enough money from some other
source.

“I will not sleep at night unless
NJN is still on in January,” Asw.
Oliver stated in response.

“I know we’re in a fiscal crisis,”
Mr. Sweeney stated, “but we can’t
allow our voice for the people to go
dark in January. The Governor’s not
always right, and he’s not always
wrong, but here he’s wrong.”

“We’re finally having this conver-
sation in real-time,” Sen. Kean said,
not only pertaining to NJN’s funding
but the state budget in general. “Those
conversations on property-tax caps,
how to lower property taxes, how to
reduce the tax burden, how to create
new jobs and opportunities in the
state, how to have an education sys-
tem that is excellent in every single
zip code, those conversations weren’t
had in the past 10 years in Trenton.”

“The exciting thing in the last year,”
Mr. Kean continued, “is that Gover-
nor Christie and the Legislature are
actually talking about real-time solu-
tions and making the decisions that
are necessary, and NJN is one of
those answers.”

Shaun Van Doren, a Tewksbury
Township committeewoman in
Hunterdon County, asked Mr.
Sweeney to “elaborate on [his] ideas
and proposals of what [he’s] putting
forth” in regards to the potential shar-
ing of services between different gov-
ernment entities.

“We [in Gloucester County] closed
our women’s detention center (jail),”
said Mr. Sweeney, who resigned ear-
lier this year as Gloucester County
freeholder director. “The county
saved $2.8 million by closing it and
sent prisoners to Camden and Salem
County [jails]. Our juvenile deten-
tion center we [also] closed and sent
those juveniles to other places. We
were spending $700 a day for chil-
dren being incarcerated at $1.8 mil-
lion.”

“This isn’t about ‘towns, you need
to do X, Y and Z,’” Mr. Sweeney
stated. “This is about towns, coun-
ties, all governments finding ways
not to have to spend all the money
that we spend.”

Carl Bergmanson and Bob Russo,
former mayors of neighboring towns
Glen Ridge and Montclair in Essex
County, respectively, noted their suc-
cessful “shared service of fire ser-
vices, where Montclair gained rev-
enue and Glen Ridge saved money,”
as Mr. Russo said.

“I support Mr. Sweeney’s efforts to
have more and more regionalization
and consolidation,” Mr. Russo added.
“I support the idea of towns merging.
We just can’t have that many separate
mayors and separate councils and
separate police chiefs and superin-
tendents of school districts. Obvi-
ously, we have this ‘home rule syn-
drome’ in New Jersey.”

“Students do not understand why
there is a Princeton Borough and a
Princeton Township, a Chatham Bor-
ough and Chatham Township,” Mr.
Russo said. “They don’t understand
the history that brought that about.”

“What we need to do is get the
towns that are adjoining — the smaller
towns and larger ones — to merge,”
Mr. Russo stated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Convention

time. [It] allows blame to shift to a
small group rather than really address
what’s broken in the system.”

“For my district,” Ms. Innet contin-
ued, “it means losing our ability to
attract the talent we deserve. Forbes
recently rated us in the top 10 districts

in the nation. This
regulation, pushed
through by passing
[in] the Legislature,
will most certainly
take my district out
of that prime posi-
tion.”

Ms. Innet stated
that she felt that the
lack of Department
of Education em-
ployees up at the
front of the room
was “really in keep-
ing with the lack of
respect of this regu-
lation and every av-
enue through which
it’s been delivered.”

Cranford Superintendent Gayle
Carrick, who spoke after Ms. Innet,
also said she felt, “so disheartened by
the fact that there appears to be one
person” representing the Department
of Education.

“[Cranford] gets memos from Tren-
ton with people copied on them who
are no longer employed by the Depart-
ment of Education,” Ms. Carrick stated,
directing her comment at Mr. Taylor
specifically. “I find that frightening. Do
you know that they left?”

“I couldn’t find the room [for this
hearing],” Ms. Carrick continued. “I
couldn’t find the building; there’s one
person here to listen, and you’re not
even looking at me.”

When approached by The Westfield
Leader after the conclusion of the hear-
ing, Ms. Centuolo declined to com-
ment.

spoken to the Westfield detectives. That
may be something that our detectives
are working on with Westfield, but I
don’t have that information to release
tonight.”

The pair who were arrested and
charged with the Westfield-area bur-
glaries, Kristin Modoski, 18, of
Westfield and Kamil Ciesluk, 21, of
Springfield, had been sentenced to pro-
bation instead of jail time, which raised
the possibility that they could be out
continuing to commit similar crimes.
Also arrested was Samantha Mathis-
Smith, 18, of Westfield.

“We’re not going to release a whole
lot of information about suspects,” Chief
Mahoney restated.

In addition to working with Westfield
detectives, Chief Mahoney noted that
the Scotch Plains police have “helped
Hillside with their K-9 unit, [and now]
Hillside’s offering to send detectives
here to help us with our burglaries.”

Chief Mahoney also encouraged resi-
dents to sign up for the Union County
First Alert System to receive updates
and alerts on any subsequent burglaries
or attempted burglaries, and promised
that the Scotch Plains police would
start publishing their police blotter on
their official website, in addition to
having that information listed in The
Westfield Leader, which they do cur-
rently.

Garwood Asked to Guarantee
Trash Amount to 2050

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s gov-
erning body was asked Tuesday night
to guarantee a minimum amount of
garage at the county’s garbage incin-
erator through the year 2050 as part of
a long-term lease extension currently
being negotiated with Covanta Energy,
the company that operates the Rahway
facility.

Council members expressed worries
about the extended years on the deal.
They were concerned that some new
technology or trend, 20 or 30 years
down the road, could cause the levels of
waste output in the town to severely
drop.

“We could potentially place the bur-
den of this amendment on kids who
haven’t even been born yet,” Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma said.

Gina Bilangi, a lawyer from the
Teaneck-based law firm DeCotis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, which represents
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA,) said the UCUA recently re-
newed their agreement with Covanta to
extend the lifetime of the facility by
decades, as well as refinance the debt
on the waste-to energy facility.

Now the UCUA wishes to pass a first
amendment to the deal that they have
with the towns over their household
waste output. They are hoping that the
towns will extend the deal that they
have, one that currently ends in 2023, to
2045, with an option for it to be ex-
tended to 2050. She said the new rates
would go into affect January 1.

If the borough wished not to execute
the amendment, then the current rates
would stay in effect until it runs out in
2023.

Providing more waste [than the mini-
mum] is not an issue, council members
said, noting the borough just pays the

per-ton fee. Going under the tonnage
number could result in financial penal-
ties under the proposed deal. Ms.
Bilangi said the UCUA has never pur-
sued towns for that money. Every five
years, tonnage requirements can be
renegotiated, just never down, only up.

Fanwood PD Offers Tips
To Prevent Burglaries
FANWOOD — In light of the recent

increase in burglaries in neighboring
jurisdictions, Fanwood Police Chief Ri-
chard Trigo is offering safety tips to
Fanwood residents to safeguard their
homes. “First and foremost, if you see
something suspicious, please call the
police. Our motto is ‘please bother us if
something doesn’t appear right.’
Chances are, it’s not,” Chief Trigo told
The Westfield Leader.

Chief Trigo also suggested residents
follow the tips below:

Keep doors and windows locked at
all times.

Let your neighbors know if you are
going to be away so they can keep an
eye on your home.

Have someone pick up your newspa-
pers and mail while you are away.

Consider putting lights, radios or tele-
visions on timers to give the impression
of someone being home.

Keep landscaping around your home
trimmed so that bushes do not give an
intruder a place to hide while gaining
access through a window.

If your yard is fenced, lock the gates
so an intruder cannot easily enter your
rear yard.

Secure sliding doors by putting a bolt
lock on the bottom or a piece of wood in
the track to prevent the door from slid-
ing open.

Never leave valuables in plain view
by a window or door.

Once again, if you see anything out of
the ordinary, please call police. Chief
Trigo urged all residents to make the
call and let the police decide if any
action should be taken. If you have any
questions, please call the Fanwood Po-
lice Department at (908) 322-5000.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING APOLOGY…Roselle Borough Council President Jamel Holley, speak-
ing at Tuesday night’s freeholder meeting, demands an apology from the Union
County Republican candidates for comments that were attributed to GOP
hopefuls concerning voters in urban areas of the county. See article above.

Roselle Residents Rip GOP Over ‘Racist’ Comments in Leader
By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Three Roselle resi-
dents have demanded an apology from
Republican county candidates, charg-
ing that they made racist comments on
Election Night that were then printed
in The Westfield Leader. The residents,
including a councilman, attended
Tuesday night’s freeholders meeting.

Commenting on an article printed
in The Leader on November 4 under
the headline “Democratic County
Freeholders Sweep; Sheriff and Clerk
Return,” Roselle Borough Council
President Jamel Holley expressed his
disgust at what he felt was “the most
distasteful, disrespectful article [he]
has ever read in [his] entire life.”

Mr. Holley read a letter signed by
he and 16 other elected officials from
Roselle, Linden, Union, Rahway and
Hillside, Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20), Asm. Jerry Green (D-22), Asw.
Linda Stender (D-22) and Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, which complained
about allegedly racist statements
made by the Republican candidates
for freeholder and county clerk.

“Most dismaying were the com-
ments made by candidate for County
Clerk Arthur Zapolski,” Mr. Holley
read, “who referred to the Demo-

cratic Party’s success, saying, ‘you
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.’”

“Your condescending statements
are simply unacceptable,” Mr. Holley
continued to read. “We collectively
urge you [the Republican candidates]
to publicly apologize for these dis-
graceful remarks and to be more con-
siderate and respectful of all voters in
the future.”

Jineen Holmes, a representative and
vice-president of the Elizabeth branch
of the People’s Organization for
Progress, also spoke out against the
comments published in The Leader.
“If we allow [Zapolski] to say that,
then we’re going to allow someone
else to come back and say, ‘well,
because those people didn’t vote,
maybe we should have shackled them
and chained them and brought them
to the voting polls.’”

“We should not tolerate this Mickey
Mouse-minded man’s comment,” Ms.
Holmes stated. “I do not tolerate
people of [Zapolski’s] kind… I’m
allergic to ignorance.”

Cynthia Johnson, a business owner
and Roselle resident, also gave a tear-
ful and emotional statement.

“I need them to define a ‘cattle,’

okay? Why is he saying we do not
have the brain power? Obviously, we
had enough brain power to overthrow
them and win our election,” she said.

Kenilworth resident John Bury
made a general statement from the
opposing viewpoint. “[Holley] started
off saying they represent whites,
Haitians, African-Americans, and
then they take the comments as if it’s
attacking African-Americans. I didn’t
take it like that, and I can’t imagine
why they would make this a racial
thing. It’s not a black/white issue; it’s
more [about] competence. There are
real issues: pension deferrals, taxes
going up… nobody up there says ‘cut
taxes.’ I think it’s just a straw man to
bring up racism, and I wish [the Re-
publican candidates] were here to
either apologize or explain.”

Aside from discussing the alleged
racism, the freeholders unanimously
passed resolutions awarding a total of
$163,779 to The Louis Berger Group
of Morristown for “the design, con-
struction, administration and inspec-
tion services for the intersection im-
provement project[s]” in Summit and
Elizabeth. This month, The Berger
Group, one of the United States
government’s biggest contractors in
Afghanistan, agreed to pay $69.3 mil-
lion in civil and criminal penalties for
defrauding the federal government.
The payment was a deferred prosecu-
tion settlement offered to the firm by
the U.S. Department of Justice.

In response, Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson petitioned the free-
holders “to separate these two [reso-
lutions pertaining to The Berger
Group] out for a separate vote on
these to make a statement about in-
tegrity in government.”

“We [have] problems here,” Mr.
Paterson continued in a general state-
ment later in the meeting. “You better
do something with ‘pay to play’ be-
cause if not, I’m looking at a criminal
enterprise going on here.”

Among the other resolutions passed
unanimously, the freeholders agreed
to accept $1,031,442 from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
for road-improvement projects, with
$1,118,000 of this money being allo-
cated towards improvements to Terrill
Road, which runs between Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield.

The board also welcomed Union
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska
and Union County Bomb Squad Com-
mander Lieutenant Richard Puschel,
who elaborated on the county bomb
squad’s work diffusing a bomb dis-
guised as a printer cartridge at New-
ark Liberty International Airport late
last month.

This Letter Was Copied to The Westfield Leader,
November 23

Dear 2010 Republican Candidates
For Union Countywide Office,

One of Union County’s greatest
strengths is the incredible diversity
we enjoy within our communities.
That is why we are writing to express
our sincere shock and utter astonish-
ment at your comments after the Gen-
eral Election held on November 2 of
this year.

We are specifically referring to an
article printed on November 4, 2010
in The Westfield Leader in which
Freeholder Candidate Elyse Medved
said, “These people (Democratic vot-
ers in urban parts of the county) are
getting what they vote for, and it’s a
shame because they won’t open their
eyes, but we will eventually force
them to open their eyes. It’s not over.”
Freeholder candidate Ellen Dickson
continued by saying, “Those who are
benefiting from the largesse are get-
ting a bigger and bigger percentage,
and that percentage is sucking all the
rest of us.” Freeholder candidate Brian
Flanagan said, “We’ve tried so many
ways...we just keep getting hosed out
here in the western end of the county,
and it’s got to stop.” Most dismaying
were the comments made by candi-
date for County Clerk Arthur
Zapolski, who referred to the Demo-
cratic Party’s success, saying, “You
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.”

We find that comments such as
these linger at the border of racism
and are not appropriate viewpoints of
candidates for Countywide, or any,
elected office. These remarks prac-
tice the politics of divisiveness that
have no place in society today.

The residents of our urban com-
munities are just as pensive and de-
liberate in their voting decisions as
those in our suburban neighboring
communities, and to suggest other-
wise is both insulting and disrespect-
ful. These calculated choices are ex-
hibited when voters elect individuals
fighting for those that best represent
their needs. Both at the Congres-
sional and State level, Republicans
have voted to extend benefits for the
wealthiest while cutting programs and
services for the vast majority of hard-
working residents. House Republi-
cans rejected a measure that would
have extended unemployment ben-

efits scheduled to lapse on November
30; yet, they continue to support ex-
tending the Bush tax cuts to the
wealthiest 2 percent of Americans.
At the state level, the Governor chose
to support tax cuts for millionaires,
yet submitted a budget that cut vital
services to our children and senior
citizens.

We thank these urban voters who
were also joined by thousands of
residents throughout the suburban
parts of the County and voted based
on the real issues. We believe the
voters of Union County knew exactly
what they were doing on November
2. They voted for those that have their
priorities in mind ... the right priori-
ties.

Your condescending statements are
simply unacceptable. We collectively
urge you to publicly apologize for
these disgraceful remarks and to be
more considerate and respectful of
all voters in the future.

Sincerely,

Council President Jamel Holley,
Borough of Roselle;

Councilman Derek Armstead,
City of Linden;

Councilman Yves Aubourg,
Borough of Roselle;

Mayor Chris Bollwage,
City of Elizabeth;

State Senator Raymond J. Lesniak
(D-20)

Assemblyman Gerry Green (D-22)
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22)

Councilman James E. Baker, Jr.,
City of Rahway;

Councilman Edward Brewer,
Township of Hillside;

Councilman President Carlisle,
Township of Hillside;

Committeewoman-Elect
Suzette Cavadas, Union Township;

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, (D-20)
Councilwoman Cecilia Dallis-Ricks,

Borough of Roselle;
Councilwoman Christine Dansereau,

Borough of Roselle;
Chris Hudak, City of Linden,
Democratic Municipal Chair;

Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh,
Union County;

Committeemen Clifton People, Union
Township (Union Township’s 1st

African-American Mayor)

Editor’s note: The Union County
Democrats set up a website,
apologizenowinuc.com.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
ATTACKING SUPER CAPS ...Rich-
ard Bozza, executive director of the
New Jersey School Administrators
Association, told state officials that
capping superintendent salaries will
result in principals and other adminis-
trators receiving greater compensa-
tion than superintendents.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Fanwood Police Department Offers
Tips to Prevent Home Burglaries

CAPPING THINGS OFF...Vietnam veteran Joe McCourt of Scotch Plains
celebrates Veterans Day with William White, a fourth grader at Evergreen
School. William requested a Veterans of Foreign Wars cap for his birthday last
year. He wore his cap to school to show his support for veterans.

Scotch Plains BOE Honors
Raider Marching Band

SP Police Say Recent Burglaries
Have Not Spread to Fanwood

School Officials Rip Christie Caps
On School Superintendent Salaries

SID Board Says Assessments
Need To Rise to Promote SP

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education representa-
tives last Thursday heard criticism
from school officials during the first
of four public hearings on Governor
Chris Christie’s plan to cap school
superintendent salaries.

The caps would follow a sliding
scale. School systems with up to 250
students would cap superintendents’
salaries at $120,000; districts with
6,501 to 10,000 students, like

Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, would be limited at
$175,000. The state education com-
missioner may approve a higher sal-
ary for a superintendent whose dis-
trict has more than 10,000 pupils.
Superintendents also could receive
a $2,500 stipend if their district in-
cludes a high school.

The issue of school chief salaries
follows a new 2-percent cap on
county, school and municipal tax
levies starting next year. The new
superintendent salary caps are set to
take effect in February.

Superintendents and other school
officials said the cap would cause
New Jersey public schools to be less
competitive in attracting school ad-
ministrators.

Only one of the department offi-
cials, Eric Taylor, a lawyer from the
Office of Statutes and Review, was
up at the front of the room hearing
questions from the audience. The
other three representatives, includ-
ing Union County Executive Super-
intendent Carmen Centuolo, were in
attendance at the meeting but did not
speak or participate. Neither Acting
Education Commissioner Rochelle
Hendricks nor Governor Christie at-
tended the hearing.

According to Richard Bozza, ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
School Administrators Association,
capping superintendent salaries will
result in school principals and other
administrators receiving greater

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A recent
wave of burglaries in the township
was the subject of a public meeting
Monday night at St. Bartholomew
Interparochial School. Police offi-
cials said the hearing was intended to
dispel any rumors residents may have
heard, as well as to encourage resi-
dents to take positive measures to
help prevent any future burglaries
from occurring.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, Scotch Plains Police Chief
Brian Mahoney, Detective Lieuten-
ant Brian Donnelly, Patrol Division

Commander Captain Steven Fried-
man, Sergeant Ted Conley, Township
Manager Christopher Marion, as well
as Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo, all attended the meeting.

“[Chief Trigo] is here to support
[the Scotch Plains police],” Chief
Mahoney stated. “One of the rumors
that we are trying to dispel here to-
night is that there has been a rash or
a wave of burglaries that has hit
Fanwood as well. I can tell you with
certainty, and [Chief Trigo] can nod
his head, that is not true. The burglar-
ies have not gone over the border.”

“For a period of three months, there
have been a total of 16 burglaries and

three attempted burglaries,” Chief
Mahoney stated. The last known bur-
glary attempt occurred sometime be-
tween Friday and Sunday on Judy
Lane on the south side of the town-
ship, near the Fanwood border, in
which the alarm was cut and the door
was kicked in.

The last successful burglary took
place November 17 on Winchester
Drive, also on the south side of the
township, but closer to Edison than
Fanwood. The victim of this burglary
commented at the hearing but re-
quested to remain anonymous.

According to the victim, her neigh-
bor saw a suspicious vehicle parked
in her driveway and was not sure if it
was someone she had hired. The
neighbor “felt weird” about possibly
reporting the man to the police, and
called the victim, who returned home
just as the man was leaving. The
victim reported that the man was a
black male, about 6 feet, 4 inches tall.
Upon entering her home, she found
that her small dog had been locked in
a closet.

The Winchester Drive burglary was
not in any way connected with heli-
copter activity over the south side of
the township on the morning of No-
vember 17. According to Lt. Donnelly,
“We had a bad storm. That was a gas
main that sprung a leak.”

Lt. Donnelly also spoke at the meet-
ing and went over some crime-pre-
vention tips for residents to follow.
The main thing, Lt. Donnelly and
Chief Mahoney both emphasized, was
for residents to call the police if they
see a suspicious person or vehicle,
instead of confronting that person
themselves.

“I’m not asking you to be vigilan-
tes; I don’t want anybody to be hurt,”
Chief Donnelly stated. “If you see a
car or something, you call [the Scotch
Plains police]. I don’t want anyone

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. (SPMC) spent the bulk
of their monthly meeting last week
wrestling with financial and expen-
diture issues amidst concerns about
its ability to effectively promote the
commercial business district on a lean
budget.

Board member Dominic Verdic said
at the November 16 meeting that a
hike in property assessments from
the present $200 per year will be
needed “if we want to continue and
we want to expand” the organization’s
efforts to promote existing businesses
and recruit new ones. “We’ve been
doing great so far this year,” he said,
singling out for praise David Biagini,
president of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager.

Without an increase in the annual
assessment, Mr. Verdic said, “we’re
going to sit in limbo.” Other board
members were more cautious, with
Greg Bisson saying any significant
boost in assessments would be diffi-

cult to implement in the current
economy. Shana Coelho agreed, say-
ing that an increase would be a “hard
sell.”

But Mr. Verdic said that even re-
turning the assessment to the $400
level that was in force during SPMC’s
initial year of operation would still
leave the organization’s finances
strained after accounting for Mr.
Biagini’s fee, the cost of printing and
distributing SPMC’s Simply Scotch
Plains quarterly magazine and the
expense involved in producing and
airing cable television commercials.
He added that any fee increase would
not be felt by property owners until
the assessment is due next summer.

SPMC’s annual budget is approxi-
mately $64,000, and adding to the
concern is an accounting quirk con-
tained in the 2008 ordinance that
created the SPMC in which disburse-
ments from the municipal govern-
ment, which collects the assessments,
are done only once a year during the
summer. As a result, SPMC’s next
infusion of funding won’t be until

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FANWOOD — In light of the re-
cent increase in burglaries in neigh-
boring jurisdictions, Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo is offering safety
tips to Fanwood residents to safe-
guard their homes. “First and fore-
most, if you see something suspi-
cious, please call the police. Our motto
is ‘please bother us if something
doesn’t appear right.’Chances are it’s
not,” Chief Trigo told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Chief Trigo also suggested resi-
dents follow the tips below:

Keep doors and windows locked.
Let your neighbors know if you are

going to be away so they can keep an
eye on your home.

Have someone pick up your news-
papers and mail while you are away.

Consider putting lights, radios or
televisions on timers to give the im-

pression of someone being home.
Keep landscaping around your

home trimmed so that bushes do not
give an intruder a place to hide while
gaining access through a window.

If your yard is fenced, lock the
gates so an intruder cannot easily
enter your rear yard.

Secure sliding doors by putting a
bolt lock on the bottom or a piece of
wood in the track to prevent the door
from sliding open.

Never leave valuables in plain view
by a window or door.

Once again, if you see anything out
of the ordinary, please call police.
Chief Trigo urged all residents to
make the call and let the police de-
cide if any action should be taken. If
you have any questions, please call
the Fanwood Police Department at
(908) 322-5000.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE ARE N.J. DOE OFFICIALS?...Cranford Superintendent of Schools
Gayle Carrick comments during a state Department of Education public hearing
on new salary caps for superintendents by the Christie Administration. The
hearing was held last Thursday night at Kean University. She questioned why
only one person represented the department at the hearing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Preceding
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meeting last Thurs-
day evening, members of the board
honored the 2010-2011 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raider March-
ing Band.

It was noted at the ceremony that
the Marching Band, under the direc-

tion of Durand Thomas, won the State
Championship held on October 23.

The winning Raider Marching
Band program is entitled “Genera-
tion Millennium” and showcases
music from Walt Disney’s Epcot Cen-
ter Fireworks Display entitled “Mil-
lennium Celebration!”

According to a resolution read in
its honor, the Raider Marching Band,

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY MEETING...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool addresses residents in attendance during a community
meeting Monday night in the St. Bartholomew Interparochial School auditorium over concerns regarding recent burglaries.
Police Chief Brian Mahoney, center, answers questions from the audience.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEKING APOLOGY…Roselle Borough Council President Jamel Holley, speak-
ing at Tuesday night’s freeholder meeting, demands an apology from the Union
County Republican candidates for comments that were attributed to GOP
hopefuls concerning voters in urban areas of the county. See letter on page 10.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 Roselle Residents Rip GOP
Hopefuls For ‘Racist’ Words

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Three Roselle
residents have demanded an apology
from Republican county candidates,
charging that they made racist com-
ments on Election Night that were
printed in The Westfield Leader [and
The Times]. The residents, including
a councilman, attended Tuesday
night’s freeholders meeting.

Commenting on an article printed
in The Leader/Times on November 4
under the headline “Democratic
County Freeholders Sweep; Sheriff
and Clerk Return,” Roselle Borough
Council President Jamel Holley ex-
pressed his disgust at what he felt was
“the most distasteful, disrespectful
article [he] has ever read in [his]
entire life.”

Mr. Holley read a letter signed by

he and 16 other elected officials from
Roselle, Linden, Union, Rahway and
Hillside, Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20), Asm. Jerry Green (D-22), Asw.
Linda Stender (D-22) and Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, which complained
about allegedly racist statements
made by the Republican candidates
for freeholder and county clerk.

“Most dismaying were the com-
ments made by candidate for County
Clerk Arthur Zapolski,” Mr. Holley
read, “who referred to the Demo-
cratic Party’s success, saying, ‘you
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.’”

“Your condescending statements
are simply unacceptable,” Mr. Holley
continued to read. “We collectively
urge you [the Republican candidates]

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Property Tax, Shared
Services Discussed at AC

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHO WILL SACRIFICE?...Among the many panel discussions at last week’s New Jersey League of Municipalities
Convention was one entitled “Shared Sacrifice: State-Local Relations and Government Reform.” The panel included, from
left to right, Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Whippany), Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), NJN moderator Michael Aron, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (LD-3, Gloucester).

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ATLANTIC CITY — Thousands of
mayors, council members, freeholders
and public-works employees, represent-
ing each of New Jersey’s 566 municipali-
ties and 21 counties, gathered at the At-
lantic City Convention Center Novem-
ber 16 to 19 to discuss new ways of
saving money, and to marvel at new
technologies that can be bought with the
money that is saved.

The convention featured various dis-
cussions, debates and lectures in which
attendees had an opportunity to listen and
participate. In addition, there was a show-
room floor on which police, fire and
utility vehicles were showcased, and ser-
vices were advertised. The Union County
Freeholders also had their public-rela-
tions bus on the premises with various
pamphlets and flyers available for passers-
by to learn about services offered by the
county.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) was one of the panelists par-
ticipating in the “Real Property Tax Re-
form” discussion on Wednesday morn-
ing. Accompanying Mr. Bramnick was
State Senator Steve Oroho (R-24, Sparta)
and Assemblyman Lou Greenwald (D-6,
Voorhees), Wood-Ridge Mayor and State
Senator Paul Sarlo (D-36), and Eatontown
Mayor Jerry Tarantolo. Rutgers Profes-
sor Emeritus Ernie Reock moderated the
discussion.

Mr. Reock started off the discussion by
stating that property taxes in New Jersey
provide “a very stable revenue” com-
pared to sales and income taxes, the latter
of which he described as “modest, except
on the highest taxpayers.”

In coming up with other solutions to
generate revenue so that property taxes
would not need to be as high, Mr. Reock
explained that if sales taxes were applied
to clothing and footwear, New Jersey
would generate $918 million per year. If
the sales tax were applied to gasoline, the
state would generate an extra $421 mil-
lion, and if the sales tax were applied to
prescription drugs, an extra $215 mil-
lion.

Asm. Bramnick argued that in order to
provide more efficient services for tax-
payers, more services should be pro-
vided by the municipalities, and less by
the counties or the state.

“Do not send your money to Trenton
under any circumstance,” Mr. Bramnick
declared. “The farther your money is
from your house, the less likely it is to be
efficiently managed.”

Sen. Oroho echoed Mr. Bramnick’s
sentiments, reminding attendees that, “the
best place to keep [your money] is in your
pocket. The worst place to send your
money is down to Trenton.”

Asm. Greenwald noted that he was
“not in favor of more taxes; I am in favor
of equity.” Mr. Greenwald compared the
state’s property-tax laws to an old house,
which instead of being “a fixer-upper” is
“a tear-down-and-rebuild.”

“I would scale back the sales tax to 6
percent so that municipalities can use
that to offset their property taxes as they
see fit,” Mr. Greenwald stated.

Later that day, the television network
NJN hosted a debate regarding “Shared
Sacrifice, State-Local Regulations, and
Government Reform,” featuring a panel
comprised of Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, West Deptford), Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver (D-34, East Orange), and Assem-
bly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce (R-
26, Whippany). The debate was taped as
a special edition of NJN’s show “On The
Record.”

At the beginning of the meeting, NJN
moderator Michael Aron announced that
due to Governor Chris Christie’s budget
cuts, the publicly funded station would
cease operation on January 1 unless it
could come up with enough money from
some other source.

“I will not sleep at night unless NJN is
still on in January,” Asw. Oliver stated in
response.

“I know we’re in a fiscal crisis,” Mr.
Sweeney stated, “but we can’t allow our
voice for the people to go dark in January.
The Governor’s not always right, and
he’s not always wrong, but here he’s
wrong.”

“We’re finally having this conversa-

tion in real-time,” Sen. Kean said, not
only pertaining to NJN’s funding but the
state budget in general. “Those conversa-
tions on property-tax caps, how to lower
property taxes, how to reduce the tax
burden, how to create new jobs and op-
portunities in the state, how to have an
education system that is excellent in ev-
ery single zip code, those conversations
weren’t had in the past 10 years in Tren-
ton.”

“The exciting thing in the last year,”
Mr. Kean continued, “is that Governor
Christie and the Legislature are actually
talking about real-time solutions and
making the decisions that are necessary,
and NJN is one of those answers.”

Shaun Van Doren, a Tewksbury Town-
ship committeewoman in Hunterdon
County, asked Mr. Sweeney to “elabo-
rate on [his] ideas and proposals of what
[he’s] putting forth” in regards to the
potential sharing of services between
different government entities.

“We [in Gloucester County] closed
our women’s detention center (jail),” said
Mr. Sweeney, who resigned earlier this
year as Gloucester County freeholder
director. “The county saved $2.8 million
by closing it and sent prisoners to Camden
and Salem County [jails]. Our juvenile
detention center we [also] closed and
sent those juveniles to other places. We
were spending $700 a day for children
being incarcerated at $1.8 million.”

“This isn’t about ‘towns, you need to
do X, Y and Z,’” Mr. Sweeney stated.
“This is about towns, counties, all gov-
ernments finding ways not to have to
spend all the money that we spend.”

Carl Bergmanson and Bob Russo,
former mayors of neighboring towns Glen
Ridge and Montclair in Essex County,
respectively, noted their successful
“shared service of fire services, where
Montclair gained revenue and Glen Ridge
saved money,” as Mr. Russo said.

“I support Mr. Sweeney’s efforts to
have more and more regionalization and
consolidation,” Mr. Russo added. “I sup-
port the idea of towns merging. We just
can’t have that many separate mayors
and separate councils and separate police
chiefs and superintendents of school dis-
tricts. Obviously, we have this ‘home rule
syndrome’ in New Jersey.”

“Students do not understand why there
is a Princeton Borough and a Princeton
Township, a Chatham Borough and
Chatham Township,” Mr. Russo said.
“They don’t understand the history that
brought that about.”

“What we need to do is get the towns
that are adjoining — the smaller towns
and larger ones — to merge,” Mr. Russo
stated.

This Letter Was Copied to The Leader/Times, November 23

Dear 2010 Republican Candidates
For Union Countywide Office

One of Union County’s greatest
strengths is the incredible diversity we
enjoy within our communities. That is
why we are writing to express our sincere
shock and utter astonishment at your com-
ments after the General Election held on
November 2 of this year.

We are specifically referring to an ar-
ticle printed on November 4, 2010 in The
Westfield Leader in which Freeholder
candidate Elyse Medved said, “These
people (Democratic voters in urban parts
of the county) are getting what they vote
for, and it’s a shame because they won’t
open their eyes, but we will eventually
force them to open their eyes. It’s not
over.” Freeholder candidate Ellen
Dickson continued by saying, “Those
who are benefiting from the largesse are
getting a bigger and bigger percentage,
and that percentage is sucking all the rest
of us.” Freeholder candidate Brian
Flanagan said, “We’ve tried so many
ways...we just keep getting hosed out
here in the western end of the county, and
it’s got to stop.” Most dismaying were the
comments made by candidate for county
clerk Arthur Zapolski, who referred to
the Democratic Party’s success, saying,
“You hit them (people in urban areas)
with a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.”

We find that comments such as these
linger at the border of racism and are not
appropriate viewpoints of candidates for
countywide, or any, elected office. These
remarks practice the politics of divisive-
ness that have no place in society today.

The residents of our urban communi-
ties are just as pensive and deliberate in
their voting decisions as those in our
suburban neighboring communities, and
to suggest otherwise is both insulting and
disrespectful. These calculated choices
are exhibited when voters elect individu-
als fighting for those that best represent
their needs. Both at the Congressional
and state level, Republicans have voted
to extend benefits for the wealthiest while
cutting programs and services for the vast
majority of hard-working residents.
House Republicans rejected a measure
that would have extended unemployment
benefits scheduled to lapse on November
30; yet, they continue to support extend-

ing the Bush tax cuts to the wealthiest 2
percent of Americans. At the state level,
the Governor chose to support tax cuts for
millionaires, yet submitted a budget that
cut vital services to our children and
senior citizens. We thank these urban
voters who were also joined by thousands
of residents throughout the suburban parts
of the county and voted based on the real
issues. We believe the voters of Union
County knew exactly what they were
doing on November 2. They voted for
those that have their priorities in mind ...
the right priorities.

Your condescending statements are
simply unacceptable. We collectively
urge you to publicly apologize for these
disgraceful remarks and to be more con-
siderate and respectful of all voters in the
future.

Council President Jamel Holley,
Borough of Roselle

Councilman Derek Armstead, City
of Linden

Councilman Yves Aubourg, Borough
of Roselle

Mayor Chris Bollwage, City of
Elizabeth

State Senator Raymond J. Lesniak
(D-20)

Assemblyman Gerry Green (D-22)
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-

22)
Councilman James E. Baker, Jr.,

City of Rahway
Councilman Edward Brewer,

Township of Hillside
Councilman President Carlisle,

Township of Hillside
Committeewoman-Elect Suzette

Cavadas, Union Township
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, (D-20)
Councilwoman Cecilia Dallis-Ricks,

Borough of Roselle
Councilwoman Christine Dansereau,

Borough of Roselle
Chris Hudak, City of Linden
Democratic Municipal Chair

Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh
Committeemen Clifton People,

Union Township (Union Township’s
1st African American Mayor)

Editor’s note: See website,
apologizenowinuc.com.

Garwood Mulls
County Trash Deal

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s gov-
erning body was asked Tuesday night to
guarantee a minimum amount of garage
at the county’s garbage incinerator
through the year 2050 as part of a long-
term lease extension currently being ne-
gotiated with Covanta Energy, the com-
pany that operates the Rahway facility.

Council members expressed worries
about the extended years on the deal.
They were concerned that some new
technology or trend, 20 or 30 years down
the road, could cause the levels of waste
output in the town to severely drop.

“We could potentially place the bur-
den of this amendment on kids who
haven’t even been born yet,” Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma said.

Gina Bilangi, a lawyer from the
Teaneck-based law firm DeCotis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, which represents
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA,) said the UCUA recently re-
newed their agreement with Covanta to
extend the lifetime of the facility by
decades, as well as refinance the debt on
the waste-to energy facility.

Now the UCUA wishes to pass a first
amendment to the deal that they have
with the towns over their household waste
output. They are hoping that the towns
will extend the deal that they have, one
that currently ends in 2023, to 2045, with
an option for it to be extended to 2050.
She said the new rates would go into
affect January 1.

If the borough wished not to execute
the amendment, then the current rates
would stay in effect until it runs out in
2023.

Providing more waste [than the mini-
mum] is not an issue, council members
said, noting the borough just pays the
per-ton fee. Going under the tonnage
number could result in financial penal-
ties under the proposed deal. Ms. Bilangi
said the UCUA has never pursued towns
for that money. Every five years tonnage
requirements can be renegotiated, just
never down, only up.

consisting of 145 students, won first
place in all of the U.S. Scholastic
Band Association Group 6A compe-
titions across the state, and placed
first in the New Jersey State Compe-
tition. Also at the State Champion-
ship, the band won special Caption
Awards for best music and best per-
cussion.

In addition, it was noted that the
Raider Marching Band placed third
at the All State Championship held at
the J. Birney Crum Stadium in Allen-
town, Pa. Caption Awards also were
given to the high-school band mem-
bers for best music and best color
guard.

Board of Education member Rob-
ert O’Conner, who ran the meeting,
stated, “what an outstanding achieve-
ment.” He also thanked the parents
for their support of the marching band,
saying, “Without the help and sup-
port of the parents, our marching
band would not be as successful.”

Board of Education member Betty
Anne Woerner congratulated the
marching band and color guard for
their achievements and said, “I want
to say thank you to the parents, kids,
teachers and everybody. It takes a
whole team.”

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, Scotch Plains
resident Stacy Pritchett, who has been
circulating a petition to ban religious
songs at all of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools, addressed
the BOE and audience members by
asking to show respect to all religions
by eliminating religious songs in holi-
day concerts. She stated, “in my opin-
ion, it is wrong for the children to
sing repetitive songs of religious wor-
ship.” She noted that she was in favor
of teaching diversity and encourag-
ing classroom discussion in which
students participate.

Last week, Scotch Plains resident
Lisa Rafal spoke to members of the
board of education regarding her con-
cerns over her son singing “Joy to the
World” in last year’s Winter Program
held at Coles Elementary School.
According to Ms. Rafal, her son, who
is now 8 years old and still attending
the school, sang along with his class
a “Christian song glorifying the Lord
as the Savior.” She had stated that she
felt that this was a form of prayer to
a God that her family does not believe
in. She had said “there is no place for
prayer in public school.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, December 9, at
7:30 p.m.
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compensation than superintendents.
He also said the policy would result
in experienced school district lead-
ers leaving New Jersey to work in
other states. Mr. Bozza also said the
new policy creates disincentives for
those employees aspiring to be su-
perintendents in the state and incen-
tives for other officials to remain in
their current positions.

“We must remember that it is the
community that determines whether
a superintendent is hired, fired,
earns a raise or does not earn a
raise,” stated East Hanover Super-
intendent Joseph Ricca, “not Tren-
ton.”

“We do not need government in-
tervention here,” Mr. Ricca contin-
ued, “no more than we need govern-
ment intervention telling us what to
eat or what type of health care to
buy. The people are the employer in
this instance, not the commissioner
of education, the Legislature or the
Governor.”

Barbara Garand, a member of the
Northern Highlands Board of Edu-
cation, reminded the audience that,
“two states [Minnesota and New
York] have tried to impose salary
caps on their superintendents, and
the school systems have suffered
because of it.”

“Minnesota did it in the way that
New Jersey is planning; they tied it
to the governor’s salary,” Ms. Ga-
rand stated. “The effect on the
schools was that it was impossible to
recruit good people from out of state,
and within the state the schools found
ways to get around the system.
Within a decade, the state’s Legisla-
ture abolished the law.”

Barbara Horl of the New Jersey
School Boards Association said the
governor’s 2-percent cap on prop-
erty-tax levies has already served the
purpose of reducing costs.

Martin Dickerson, assistant su-
perintendent for Irvington Public
Schools, asked, “Does Governor
Christie truly care about the stu-
dents of Newark, Camden, Tren-
ton? Does he have a passion for
them? Why is the Governor acting
like he is still a prosecutor, and
New Jersey public schools are the
defendants?”

“While [Gov. Christie] is flying
around the country raising millions
of dollars for members of his own
political party,” Mr. Dickerson con-
tinued, “he should’ve stacked the
table with educational leaders in New
Jersey and come up with a sensible,
prudent solution to our big prob-
lem.”

Margaret Innet, of the Franklin
Lakes Board of Education, called
the superintendent salary caps “an
act of bullying, rather than true re-
form; it’s smoke and mirrors, and
makes for dramatic airtime. [It] al-
lows blame to shift to a small group
rather than really address what’s
broken in the system.”

“For my district,” Ms. Innet con-
tinued, “it means losing our ability
to attract the talent we deserve.
Forbes recently rated us in the top 10
districts in the nation. This regula-
tion, pushed through by passing [in]
the Legislature, will most certainly
take my district out of that prime
position.”

Ms. Innet stated that she felt that
the lack of Department of Education
employees up at the front of the
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room was “really in keeping with
the lack of respect of this regulation
and every avenue through which it’s
been delivered.”

Cranford Superintendent Gayle
Carrick, who spoke after Ms. Innet,
also said she felt, “so disheartened
by the fact that there appears to be
one person” representing the De-
partment of Education.

“[Cranford] gets memos from
Trenton with people copied on them
who are no longer employed by the
Department of Education,” Ms.
Carrick stated, directing her com-
ment at Mr. Taylor specifically. “I
find that frightening. Do you know
that they left?”

“I couldn’t find the room [for this
hearing],” Ms. Carrick continued. “I
couldn’t find the building; there’s
one person here to listen, and you’re
not even looking at me.”

When approached by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times after the con-
clusion of the hearing, Ms. Centuolo
declined to comment.

next August, leaving the organiza-
tion to rely until then on what is
presently in its bank account. The
board agreed last week to contact
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
about amending the ordinance so that
payments from the municipal gov-
ernment to SPMC can be made on a
more frequent basis.

Mr. Biagini said he would draft a
2011 budget for the board to consider
at its December meeting prior to sub-
mitting it to the township council for
its review and ultimate approval.

In other business, the board exam-
ined some provisions in its by-laws
that could be ripe for alterations, pri-
marily the size and composition of
the board itself.  The 13-member
board was halved earlier this year
when six members resigned in the
wake of disagreements between the
board and the council over the hiring
of a SPMC manager. At last week’s
meeting, Mr. Verdic said he felt that a
seven-member board was adequate,
and Mr. Biagini agreed.

Mr. Verdic also urged that the com-
position of the board include the
mayor, a resident and a mix of prop-
erty and business owners rounding
out the remaining five members. He
also urged that the township manager
attend board meetings as a non-vot-
ing member.
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to publicly apologize for these dis-
graceful remarks and to be more con-
siderate and respectful of all voters in
the future.”

Jineen Holmes, a representative and
vice-president of the Elizabeth branch
of the People’s Organization  for
Progress, also spoke out against the
comments published in The Leader.
“If we allow [Zapolski] to say that,
then we’re going to allow someone
else to come back and say, ‘well,
because those people didn’t vote,
maybe we should have shackled them
and chained them and brought them
to the voting polls.’”

“We should not tolerate this Mickey
Mouse-minded man’s comment,” Ms.
Holmes stated. “I do not tolerate
people of [Zapolski’s] kind… I’m
allergic to ignorance.”

Cynthia Johnson, a business
owner and Roselle resident, also
gave a tearful and emotional state-
ment. “I need them to define a
‘cattle,’ okay? Why is he saying we
do not have the brain power? Obvi-
ously, we had enough brain power
to overthrow them and win our elec-
tion,” she said.

Kenilworth resident John Bury
made a general statement from the
opposing viewpoint. “[Holley] started
off saying they represent whites,
Haitians, African-Americans, and
then they take the comments as if it’s
attacking African-Americans. I didn’t
take it like that, and I can’t imagine
why they would make this a racial
thing. It’s not a black/white issue; it’s
more [about] competence. There are
real issues: pension deferrals, taxes
going up… nobody up there says ‘cut
taxes.’ I think it’s just a straw man to
bring up racism, and I wish [the Re-
publican candidates] were here to
either apologize or explain.”

Aside from discussing the alleged
racism, the freeholders unanimously
passed resolutions awarding a total of
$163,779 to The Louis Berger Group
of Morristown for “the design, con-
struction, administration and inspec-
tion services for the intersection im-
provement project[s]” in Summit and
Elizabeth. This month, The Berger
Group, one of the United States
government’s biggest contractors in
Afghanistan, agreed to pay $69.3 mil-
lion in civil and criminal penalties for
defrauding the federal government.
The payment was a deferred prosecu-
tion settlement offered to the firm by
the U.S. Department of Justice.

In response, Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson petitioned the free-
holders “to separate these two [reso-
lutions pertaining to the Berger
Group] out for a separate vote on
these to make a statement about in-
tegrity in government.”

“We [have] problems here,” Mr.
Paterson continued in a general state-
ment later in the meeting. “You bet-
ter do something with ‘pay to play’
because if not, I’m looking at a crimi-
nal enterprise going on here.”

Among the other resolutions
passed unanimously, the freehold-
ers agreed to accept $1,031,442 from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation for road improvement
projects, with $1,118,000 of this
money being allocated towards im-
provements to Terrill Road, which
runs between Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Plainfield.

The board also welcomed Union
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska
and Union County Bomb Squad Com-
mander Lieutenant Richard Puschel,
who elaborated on the county bomb
squad’s work diffusing a bomb dis-
guised as a printer cartridge at New-
ark Liberty International Airport late
last month.
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saying, ‘I’m going to stop this per-
son.’ That’s our job.”

Lt. Donnelly said the police have a
service for residents who go away on
vacation, where residents can fill out
a form stating what days they will be
away from home, and the police will
be on the lookout for any suspicious
activity at that residence during that
time. Lt. Donnelly also recommended
that residents who go away have a
neighbor take their mail inside for
them, rather than tell the Post Office
to put their mail on hold, because
there have been cases of postal work-
ers being involved with burglary
schemes.

The first line of defense, according
to Lt. Donnelly, is “target harden-
ing.”

“You have pretty much everything
you need,” Lt. Donnelly stated. “What
you want to do is just have that bur-
glar say, ‘I can’t get in to this house,
I’m going to move on.’ A lot of bur-
glars have been going in open win-
dows and open doors. The number-
one thing: lock your doors, lock your
windows.”

“Lock your garage doors,” Lt.
Donnelly advised. “[Burglars] can
drive along and open up your garage
doors with a universal remote, so
don’t trust the remote. If you’re going
to go away, just unplug your garage
door [opener].” Lt. Donnelly also re-
minded residents to lock the interior
garage door as well, so even if a
burglar can find a way into the ga-
rage, he cannot get into a house.

When asked if there was any con-
nection between the Scotch Plains
burglaries and the string of burglar-
ies that hit Westfield, Springfield
and Mountainside around the same
time last year, Chief Mahoney
stated, “We’ve spoken to the
Westfield detectives. That may be
something that our detectives are
working on with Westfield, but I
don’t have that information to re-
lease tonight.”

The pair who were arrested and
charged with the Westfield-area bur-
glaries, Kristin Modoski, 18, of
Westfield and Kamil Ciesluk, 21, of
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Springfield, had been sentenced to
probation instead of jail time, which
raised the possibility that they could
be out continuing to commit similar
crimes. Also arrested was Samantha
Mathis-Smith, 18, of Westfield.

“We’re not going to release a whole
lot of information about suspects,”
Chief Mahoney restated.

In addition to working with
Westfield detectives, Chief Mahoney
noted that the Scotch Plains police
have “helped Hillside with their K-9
unit, [and now] Hillside’s offering to
send detectives here to help us with
our burglaries.”

Chief Mahoney encouraged resi-
dents to sign up for the Union County
First Alert System to receive alerts on
burglaries or attempted burglaries,
and promised to publish the police
blotter on the town website, in addi-
tion to having that information listed
in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Burglaries, cont.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE…Volunteers and judges for the 2010 Downtown
Westfield Halloween Costume Contest included, from left to right, Daniel Cronin,
Nick LaRosa, National Honor Society Members, and Lee Corcoran, Barry
Corcoran, Cynthia Alexander, Kathy Collins, Carole Leone, Diane Barabas, Peg
Lockwood, and Jamie Lemberg. Not pictured are Brendan Lenihan, Maryann
Garbowsky, Dee Murley and Beth Brenner.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Whether you’re new to the community 

or looking for a deeper connection, 

J Connection has something for you.

Next meetings are Tuesday, November 30 and Tuesday, December 14

Jewish Discovery Zone
PJ Day Sunday, December 19

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. at the JCC, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

&

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

DECEMBER 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm                            
Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 pm  

Closed on December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 3:00 p.m. on December 31 for New Year’s Eve 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Westfield cardholders only) 

12/1  7:00 pm MothUP! Tell your own story.    
Topic: “A Sense of Wonder” 

12/3  1:30 pm TGIF! Metro Rhythm Chorus (live) 

12/7 & 
12/8

 7:00 pm Cigar Box Craft Project with local 
mixed media artist Shari Seltzer 

12/9  7:00 pm Computer class: Inkscape: Graphic 
Design class 

12/10  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Holiday Affair” 

12/14  7:00 pm Local author Tina Lesher  
“The Abaya Chronicles” 

12/15  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “Suite Francaise” 

12/20 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Last Station” 

12/21 12:00 pm Harpist Merynda Adams 

12/5  2:00 pm The Organized Student by organizer 
Amara Wiley (for elementary and    
middle school students) 

12/11 10:30 am Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime. 
Ages 6 and under with parent or care-
giver. Spanish only spoken. 

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Assembly OKs ‘Model Contract’
Law for School Superintendents

Legislation sponsored by Assem-
bly Democrats that would control
school superintendent contracts was
approved 78-0 on Monday by the
Assembly. The legislation has been
referred to the Senate Education
Committee for consideration.

The bill (A-406) would require
the Commissioner of Education, in
consultation with the New Jersey
School Boards Association and the
New Jersey Association of School
Administrators, to develop a model
employment contract for superin-
tendents. The contract would ad-
dress salary, health insurance, pen-
sion benefits, sick days and vacation
leave.

The mandated model employment
contract could only be altered by a
school district with prior approval
of the Commissioner of Education.

Ex-Assemblyman Gets Three
Years in Prison for Taking Bribe

Former state Assemblyman Daniel
Van Pelt was sentenced to more than
three years in prison last week for
accepting a $10,000 bribe from a
developer, according to nj.com.

U.S. District Judge Joel Pisano
ordered Van Pelt to serve 41 months
in a federal prison – the maximum
sentence for his conviction.
State Legislation OKs Bullying Bill

In Response to Clement Suicide
The State Legislature on Monday

passed what is said to be the tough-
est anti-bullying law in the nation.
The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
cleared the Assembly by a 73-1-5
tally and the Senate 30-0. Assem-
blyman Michael Carroll (LD-25,
Morristown) was the only vote op-
posing the legislation.

According to press reports, the
legislation would require teachers,
administrators and school staff to
receive bullying training in addition
to the suicide training already man-
dated. Administrators would also be
required to collect data of the num-
ber of incidents and actions taken
against bullying, to be reported quar-
terly. Each school would receive a
bullying grade.

The bill sped through the Legisla-
ture following the suicide of Rutgers
University freshman Tyler Clement,

whose sexual encounter with an-
other male was secretly taped via a
webcam by his roommate and
streamed on the Internet.

Ethics Committee Votes, 9-1,
For Censure of Charlie Rangel
The House Ethics Committee voted

9-1 last Thursday to recommend cen-
sure or reprimand for Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-N.Y.), in response to 11
rules violations committed by the 20-
term congressman. The committee is
split evenly among Democrats and
Republicans, according to a CBS
News report.

As reported by CNN, Zoe Lofgren,
the committee’s co-chairwoman, in
addition to the censure, Mr. Rangel
would have to pay restitution for any
unpaid taxes and report back to the
committee.

The congressman, who represents
Harlem and who was first elected in
1970, will face a full House vote after
Thanksgiving.

The House will likely consider a
censure motion after Thanksgiving.
If it passes, he would have to stand
before Congress and receive an oral
rebuke from the House Speaker. No
House member has received a cen-
sure in the past 30 years.

Whitman, Lawmakers Receive
Christie Appointments

Former Congressional candidate
Kate Whitman of Peapack, Somerset
County, has been appointed to
Raritan Valley Community College’s
Board of Trustees by Governor Chris
Christie.

Ms. Whitman, the daughter of
former Governor and Environmen-
tal Protection Agency administrator
Christine Whitman, ran unsuccess-
fully for Congress from the Seventh
District in a seven-candidate Repub-
lican Primary Election in 2008, a
race won by Rep. Leonard Lance.

Appointed to the Board of State
Canvassers by Governor Christie are
Senator Donald Norcross (LD-5,
Camden), Senator Steven V. Oroho
(LD-34, Franklin), Assemblywoman
Elease Evans (LD-35, Paterson) and
Assemblyman Joseph Malone, 3rd
(LD-30, Bordentown).

Dana Kaspereen-Guidicipietro of
Mountainside was named to the Pro-
fessional Counselor Examiners Com-
mittee.

RVSA Hires New Dir., 6-5;
WF, SP and MS Vote ‘No’

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) last Thursday hired James
Meehan as its new executive director.

Mr. Meehan is currently the execu-
tive director of the Lambertville Mu-
nicipal Utilities Authority, a position
he has held for eight-and-a-half years.
He will join RVSA on November 29.
His hiring was approved by a 6-5 vote,
with Westfield Commissioner Allen
Chin most vocal among the opposition.

Mr. Chin read a statement arguing
for the promotion of current acting co-
executive director Bob Valent to the
position of executive director and Dan
Ward, the manager of plant mainte-
nance, to serve as Mr. Valent’s assis-
tant. This would, as Mr. Chin described
it, continue the current situation at
RVSA, with the executive-director du-
ties shared by the two men on staff.

He said this would have saved the
RVSA $114,500 instead of incurring
the costs of hiring a new executive
director. Mr. Meehan will be paid
$130,000, with fringe benefits
amounting to $45,500.

Previous Executive Director
Michael Brinker was paid $153,755
plus a monthly stipend of $2,500, to-
taling to $183,755. Bob Materna, the
authority’s secretary/treasurer, put the
cost of fringe benefits at roughly 30
percent, or $39,000, somewhat less
than the amount Mr. Chin had esti-
mated for the new executive director.

Clark Commissioner Frank
Mazzarella said it would be “refresh-
ing to have new eyes” looking at the
authority and suggested that Mr.
Meehan may save the authority

money. Voting against the appoint-
ment were the commissioners from
Cranford, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Woodbridge.
Voting in favor were the commis-
sioners from Rahway, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Garwood, Clark and
Roselle Park.

Rene Dierkes, the commissioner
from Mountainside, who headed the
search committee, voted against the
appointment.

In other business, Mr. Valent re-
ported that the sludge-drying facility,
a component of the co-generation
facility, has been operating since
October 18. The sludge drying uti-
lizes waste heat from the electrical
generation engines to dry the sludge,
which is the residue remaining after
bacterial digestion of the sewage. Mr.
Valent mentioned some minor
glitches with the gas compressor and
blender.

Among annual services contracts
being considered was a proposal from
Cipolla & Company, forensic ac-
counting firm, for $1,270,000 for
2011. This proposal was to be dis-
cussed further before any action.
Among contracts approved were one
for general counsel to Weiner Lesniak,
LLP for $562,125; Suplee Clooney
and Company for auditing services
in the amount of $28,000; McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter,
LLP as labor counsel for $51,750;
regulatory counsel services for
$16,400 to Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
and Davis; sludge contract adminis-
tration, Camp, Dresser, and McKee,
for $32,500; two contracts were ap-
proved with QC Labs for lab ser-
vices, one for bioassay for $4,110
and the other for sludge quality as-
surance reporting amounting to
$32,855; a $25,600 expenditure for
engineering services for air permit
compliance to Environmental Com-
pliance Associates, LLC, and a
$32,240 contract was awarded to D2L
Associates for meter sampling and
analysis.

Two contracts for litigation sup-
port were tabled. These were to have
been awarded to Integrated CHP Sys-
tems. This company has been work-
ing for the authority by subcontract
through Cipolla & Company as an
expert in co-generation.

Editor’s Note: In an article, James
Wancho was misidentified as an em-
ployee of Consolidated Construction
Management Services (CCMS) Cor-
poration. He is employed by Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor.

Charlie Brown’s Files for
Chap. 11; WF, SP Stay Open

MOUNTAINSIDE — CB Hold-
ing Corporation, the owner of Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouses and The Office
Beer Bar and Grill restaurants, filed
for Chapter 11 Protection last week.
The company also shut 13 New Jer-
sey restaurants. Charlie Brown’s in
Scotch Plains and Millburn will re-
main open for business, as will all of
its Office Bar and Grill locations,
including Westfield and Cranford.

The company filed for Chapter 11
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in
Wilmington, Del. It said it intends to
use the reorganization process to pro-
vide for an orderly sale of its ongoing
business operations.

The Mountainside-based com-
pany estimates it has assets of $100
million to $500 million, and debt of
$50 million to $100 million, ac-
cording to published reports. The
company also said it filed a motion
to secure $2.5 million from Ally
Commercial Finance to continue
operations.

CB Holding currently operates 20
Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse, 12
Bugaboo Creek Steak House and
seven The Office Beer Bar & Grill
restaurant locations along the East-
ern Seaboard.

Charlie Brown’s restaurants were
closed restaurants in Alpha,
Blackwood, Clifton, Green Brook,
Hackettstown, Highland Park,
Hillsborough, Kingston, Matawan,
Montclair, Piscataway, Tenafly and
Union. Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse
will continue to operate in Carlstadt,
East Windsor, Edison, Fairfield and
Hamilton.

The company last year sued its
former chief executive officer,

Russell D’Anton, alleging he billed
the company for renovations he
made to his Manasquan home and
teamed up with a contractor to pur-
chase land, build restaurants, sign
leases at above-market rent and sell
at a profit, according to published
reports.

D’Anton pleaded guilty to con-
spiring to defraud the company by
accepting kickback payments of $1
million in return for awarding con-
tracts to vendors.

According to the New Jersey
United States Attorney’s Office, he
faces a maximum of 25 years in prison
and $500,000 in fines when he is
sentenced next month.

AN ANNUAL TRADITION…Workers from Cascade Tree Service of Gillette
hang Christmas wreaths in Downtown Westfield. The workers also have been
hanging the Welcome Home to Westfield banners around the business district
in preparation for the holiday shopping season, which begins with Black Friday.

‘Small Business Sat.’
On November 27

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is do-
ing its part by promoting Small Busi-
ness Saturday on November 27. Ameri-
can Express is also championing the
national event.

For every $100 spent in locally
owned, independent stores, $68 re-
turns to the community through taxes,
payroll and other expenditures, ac-
cording to DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin. “Downtown Westfield
needs your help to make the inaugu-
ral Small Business Saturday a suc-
cess.”
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TASTY FUNDRAISER…The Mountainside Education Foundation recently
held its Taste of the Towns fundraiser at L’Affaire to raise funds for educational
-enrichment programs such as Star Lab Planetarium, Dancin’ with the Honey-
bees, Colonial Day, the Rutgers Science Explorer Bus and the Raz-Kids online.
Seventeen restaurants participated, including Acquaviva and The Brick Oven of
Westfield, delighting the 250 attendees. A wine and beer tasting was offered by the
Vine Republic as well. Pictured, from left to right, are: Board members, Laura
Small, Amy Provel, Tricia Freer, Donna Marchese, Gina Perrotta, Kerri Proper,
Maria Goldman, Ron Zuzovsky, Susan Buchner, Elisa Roland, Judy Wargaski,
Barbara Dubno and Kirsten Post. To learn more about the MEF,  visit
mountainsideschools.org.

Here’s your chance to meet and interview several OB/GYN physicians and medical staff from Overlook 
Hospital, at one time and in one location. You will move from table to table every few minutes and 
have the opportunity to ask questions and speak with doctors at each station, hopefully finding one 
that is right for you.

Additional doctors and resources will also be available from Neonatology, Maternal Fetal Medicine, 
and parent education.

LOOKING FOR AN OB/GYN?
COME TAKE A ‘DOC-TOUR’ AT OVERLOOK HOSPITAL.

OVERLOOK HOSPITAL INVITES YOU TO ATTEND A FREE EVENT: ‘DOC-TOUR’. 

Child life experts will be on hand to 
provide child supervision and activities.
Free validated parking. 
Food and beverages to be served.

WHEN: Monday, November 29th
TIME: 6-7pm
WHERE: Overlook Hospital, Summit, NJ 07902

‘DOC-TOUR’ DETAILS:

The event is free, however space is limited.

To register, call 1-800-247-9580 or visit www.atlantichealth.org

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Westfielder Charged
In Madoff Ponzi Scheme

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Joann Crupi, a former employee
of jailed Ponzi scheme financier Ber-
nard Madoff, faces a maximum 65
years if convicted on all charges of
securities fraud and other charges.
The FBI arrested Crupi November 18
at her Grove Street home.

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) has charged Crupi as
playing a key role in the Ponzi scheme
as a 25-year employee at Bernard L.
Madoff Investment Securities, LLC
(BMIS) in New York.

According to SEC a press release,
Crupi was responsible for super-
vising the primary bank account
used in BMIS’s investment advi-
sory operations. She allegedly
“helped facilitate the fraud and mis-
lead investors, auditors, and regu-
lators into believing that BMIS was
a legitimate enterprise.” When the
fraud was on the verge of collapse,
Crupi is said to have helped decide
which accounts should be cashed
out and prepared checks for those
selected investors, many of them
who were friends or family of
Madoff.

The SEC complaint against Crupi
was filed in U.S. District Court for
the Southern District of New York.
The SEC said she was hired in 1983
as a keypunch operator in Madoff’s
investment advisory operations.

“Crupi had exclusive control over
two important aspects of the BMIS
fraud: she handled the primary bank
account used in the Ponzi scheme,
and she created false trading portfo-
lios and account statements related to
a purported hedging strategy using
baskets of stock for a group of limited
partnership funds managed by a long-
time BMIS investor,” according the

SEC press release.
According to the SEC, Crupi knew

the true financial condition of
Madoff’s Ponzi scheme and its dwin-
dling assets. On December 3, 2008,
Frank DiPascali, Madoff’s chief fi-
nancial officer who was charged last
year with securities fraud, told Crupi
that the scheme was about to col-
lapse. Crupi is alleged to have contin-
ued to process client deposits during
this time period, depositing some $59
million of client checks into the Ponzi
scheme bank account from Decem-
ber 4 to December 12, 2008.

According to Crupi’s complaint,
Crupi wired $2.25 million from a
Ponzi scheme account to an outside
bank account. That money was used
to purchase a home at the Jersey
Shore in Mantoloking.

Searching online real-estate
records available on the New Jer-
sey Tax Assessors Association
website, The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
learned that Crupi purchased a
house with Judith G. Bowen in 1997
on Grove Street in Westfield for
$412,000.

Crupi is charged with conspiracy,
securities fraud and falsifying records,
in addition to other charges. Crupi
faces a maximum of 65 years in prison
if convicted of the most serious
charges, according to Bloomberg
News.

The arrest of Crupi bring to 10 the
number of former Madoff employees
charged in the case.

Madoff pleaded guilty in 2009 to
11 counts related to running the larg-
est Ponzi scheme in history, with
losses to individuals and charities
reaching $20 billion. He was sen-
tenced to 150 years in jail.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN MEMORY...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky proclaimed November as Pan-
creatic Cancer Awareness Month in Westfield. During the October 26 council
meeting, Mayor Skibitsky noted that pancreatic cancer is the fourth-leading
cause of cancer death in the country. An estimated 1,130 New Jerseyans will lose
their fight with pancreatic cancer in 2010. Accepting the proclamation for the
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Network in memory of her father, Joe Kramer,
who died of the disease in 2008, is Jeanne Gladis and her daughter, Olivia Gladis.

DWC Announces Winners
Of Best Halloween Costume

Just Peanuts...

that’s all it Costs

 for fast action, place a Classified Ad in

THE WESTFIELD LEADER &

THE SCOTCH PLAINS FANWOOD TIMES

with speedy, successful results.

Nothing succeeds like success - and Classified Ads 

are traditionally successful.

CALL 908-232-4407 TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY OR BEFORE TUESDAY AT 5 P.M.

or submit your Ad online at 

www.goleader.com/classifieds

WESTFIELD – The Downtown Trick-
or-Treat and Costume Contest, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), took place on Sunday, October
31. Over 2,000 trick-or-treaters enjoyed
treats from downtown businesses from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. An estimated 300 children
paraded in the costume contest on Quimby
Street, and over 60 winners were awarded
prizes from sponsoring businesses. Enter-
tainment was provided by local resident
and entertainer Michael Doyle.

Beth Brenner, DWC assistant executive
director, said “We were really happy with
the level of participation this year. Our
businesses provided great prizes and cre-
ative categories for the costume contest.”

The following is a listing of the win-
ners from each sponsoring category:

Adler’s Jewelers, Sparkliest Girl, Kim-
berly Sa; Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery, Edgi-
est, Alexander Fitzgerald; Alan’s Orchard,
Freshest, Reece Sharma; Anais Boutique,
Best Fashionista, Emma Sylvester; Bath
Junkie, Smelliest, Sam Tolouie; Boogie’s
Tickets, Best Boogie, Luca Celentano;
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Sweetest Cos-
tume, Piper Wallenstein; Brunner Opti-
cians, Cutest Animal, Nima Moinian; Capi-
tal One Bank, Best Football Costume,
Jackson Rossitto; Castle Bootery Inc.,
Cutest Ballerina, Katherine Pink; and
Citibank, Most International, Nick Marano.

Coldstone Creamery of Westfield,
Which Witch, Ally Escaldi; Coldwater
Creek, Best Creation, Ravi Nanavati; Cool
Vines, Coolest Costume, Rebecca White;
Crumbs Bake Shop, Cute as a Cupcake!,
Benjamin Thomas Lane; Dave Rossi Pho-
tography, Friendliest Ghost, Sean
Vlkovic; Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, Most Colorful, Ali Vlkovic; Esprit,
Most Spirited, Ava Pranke; Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery, Most Artistic, Sarah
Rappoport; Farmhouse Store, Best Hand-
made, Jean Fei; Ferraro’s Most Tradi-
tional, Luke Mokrzycki; Five Guys
Burgers and Fries, Meatiest Costume,
Ethan Jaffee; Flower Zone, Most Down
to Earth, Luke Sylvester; GAP Kids, Best
Icon, Paul Battinelle; Ghost of Lancaster
Past, Best Ghost, Liam Tucker; Hip Thrift
and Art Gallery, Hippest Costume, Ro-
man Onica; J. Winthrop and Co.. Most
Dazzling, Teresa White; Jay’s Cycle
Shop, Best Bicycle Racer, Frank Martielli;
Just Bead Yourself, Most Bead-i-ful, Tay-
lor Moss; Knit-A-Bit, Best Sewn, Aiden,
Lucas and Tyler Meshulam; Learning
Express Toys, Most Creative Toy, Kim
Shannon; Limani Seafood Grill, Best Pi-
rate of the Sea, Brandon Clemente and
Stephanie Concannonl; Lord and Taylor,

Most Trendy, Christopher Ng and
Stephany Muenzen; and Madeleine Moss,
Most Stylish, Lauren Sullivan.

Manhattan Bagel, Costume with the
Most Holes, Douglas Manning; Maria
Candida’s Hair Forum, Most Enchanted
Girl, Juliana DeLos Rios; Melinda Lane,
Best Witch, Kaitlyn Rossitto; Michael
Kohn Jewelers, Most Brilliant, Victoria
Stambaugh; New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, Most Musical, Hayley Bloch;
Paw House of Westfield, Most Pawfectly
Frightful, Kobe; Rita’s Italian Ice, Most
Chilling, Giovanna DeRobertis; Robert
Treat Deli, Most Delicious, Emma Shakal;
Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse Plus Bistro, Best
Rocker or Rock Diva, Matt Sylvester;
Running Company, Most Athletic, Danny
Stender; Sole Fine Italian Shoes, Sunni-
est Costume, Tyler Manning; Staples
Copy and Print Shop, Easiest Costume,
Jackie Mohan; Success Express, Most
Successful Fairy, Jillian Dedomenico;
Tamar Jewelers, Most Sparkly, Abigail;
Thinka Dinka, Most Toyrific, Kathryn
Pink; Town Book Store, Most Character-
istic White (last name only); Trader Joe’s,
Best Food, Joy Molzoff; Treasure Cove
Watersports, Best Aquaman, Andrew
Kapaead; UBS, Most Keyed into Hal-
loween, Michael Marshall; Westfield Fit-
ness, Best Superhero, Jonathan
Dedomenico; Westfield Health and Re-
habilitation, Scariest Skeleton, Vincent
Moral Windmill, Wild and Wacky,
Katherine Chang, and Xocolatz Restau-
rant and Grill, Most Tasteful, Kayla Reyas.

WF Resident Named
Trinitas Assistant Director

WESTFIELD — Carroll Keating of
Westfield, a board member of the Trinitas
Health Foundation since 2008, has joined
the staff of the Foundation as assistant
executive director.

Ms. Keating has
planned and directed
marketing strategies
in support of sales ob-
jectives and goals of
Fortune 500 compa-
nies at Source One In-
ternational in New
York, New York, a
computer sales and
consulting firm. Ms.
Keating generated
more than $12 mil-
lion in service and
product sales at
Source One.

She executed a nationwide com-
puter system installation in retail
stores in connection with cosmetics
giant Estee-Lauder while managing
the computer needs for the firm’s
Manhattan and Long Island locations.

She also worked closely with Ziff-
Davis, a digital media company that
specializes in the technology market
and in publishing.

Ms. Keating is a
sustaining member of
the Plainfield Garden
Club and has for many
years supported the
Junior League of
Elizabeth/Plainfield
in addition to
Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center prior
to its closing in 2008.

She has been active
in coaching boys and
girls lacrosse in
Westfield, and has
most recently assisted
with the Guggenheim

Museum and with Charity: Water,
based in New York City. “I hope to
bring new and exciting opportunities
to TRMC, while maintaining existing
partnerships, all of which are essential
to our success,” Ms. Keating said.

Carroll Keating

Weichert Toy Drive
To Benefit Needy Kids
WESTFIELD – Weichert has an-

nounced the start of its 32nd Annual Toy
Drive. Members of the community are
invited to drop off new, unwrapped toys
now through Friday, December 10, at
the company’s Westfield office at 185
Elm Street in Westfield.

These donated toys will be collected on
behalf of soup kitchens, hospitals, shelters,
orphanages and families in need. Agents in
the office hold luncheons and raffles
throughout the year in order to raise funds
for this community project. On November
17, they held a Thanksgiving toy drive
luncheon, which was chaired by Alan Rubin
and organized and catered by all the male
associates in the Westfield office.

Toys will be delivered throughout the
holidays. For more information or to make
a toy or financial donation, call Nadine
Allen or Phyllis Stern at the Westfield
office at (908) 654-7777.
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More Letters
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapidarist – An expert in cutting

precious stones
2. Littoral – The region on the shore of

the sea or large lake
3. Plumosity – The quality of being

feathered
4. Guariba – A howling monkey

SELCOUTH
1. Rare; unusual
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Abundant; plentiful
4. A miser

SYNOCIL
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. An astringent or repellent
3.  A hermit; loner
4. In zoology, a sense organ in sponges

ZABRA
1. Small sailing vessel
2. A type of Greek alcholic beverage

flavored with the seeds of the anise plant
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. Resilient; flexible

ZIMB
1. A species of South African gazelle
2. Dipterous insect of Ethiopia
3. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
4. Lacking adequate mental power

We Should Give Thanks for All We Enjoy
As Citizens of Free and Prosperous Nation

This week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for
most of us means the coming together of family and
friends, a smorgasbord of delights ranging from
turkey to pumpkin pie, and perhaps the big football
game — all made especially festive by brilliant
autumn hues and the start of the holiday season.

At such a busy time of year, with so much to
prepare for, it is easy to take for granted the privileges
and opportunities most of us experience daily as
citizens of the United States, but which are a luxury
or non-existent in many other parts of the world.

The majority of us need not wonder how we will
feed, shelter, educate or obtain medical care for their
children. We need not fear persecution or worse
because of cultural or religious differences, nor the
threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single
day.

We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our own
leaders. We can travel outside our homeland, associ-
ate with whom we choose, and pursue our dreams as

far as our ambition and hard work will take us,
regardless of our background.

It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims
courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new
lives in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled
the American colonists’ fight for independence more
than a century afterwards and inspired countless men
and women to risk their lives in defense of these
freedoms ever since. While our society is not flaw-
less, and there are many within our own borders who
struggle against hunger, homelessness and other
woes, we continue to stand tall for our strength as a
nation and for the ideals we represent.

So as you sit around your holiday table, take an
extra moment to contemplate the many things for
which we have to be grateful. Then take another
moment to remember all of those people, both here
and abroad, who face a daily battle just to survive,
live with dignity, or carve out a better tomorrow for
their children. And to all our readers, and your
families — our best wishes for a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving Day.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Governor, Senator Kean: Allow Towns
To Put RVSA Costs Outside of Cap

Will BOE OK Merit
Raise at Next Meeting?

The Westfield Board of Education is
becoming famous for its haste. Although
it never gave an explanation for its haste,
it approved the budget and labor con-
tracts just days before knowing how much
the Governor’s office was giving in aid.
Now it has signed a new pact with Ms.
Dolan when the old contract will not
expire until June of next year. The new
pact, Ms. Walker emphasizes, allows a
“merit raise,” which has to be earned.

Since the board seems to be forming a
habit of acting prematurely, may we as-
sume that it will approve the “merit raise”
at the next board meeting?

John Blake
Westfield

Local Firefighters Express Gratitude
For Support During Difficult Year

A Special Person Is Remembered
And a Beautiful Life Honored

Performers Shouldn’t Have to Sing
Song, But Let’s Not Cancel Show

If Parent Doesn’t Like
Song, Send Her Child

To Private School
I am almost at a loss for words after

reading about Lisa Rafal’s comments re-
garding the singing of “Joy to the World.”
And, unfortunately, it sounds like no one
from our board of education enlightened
her about the United States of America
being a Christian nation. Like “In God
We Trust and “One Nation Under God.”
Maybe she doesn’t use dollar bills, and
I’m sure she works on Christmas Day,
refusing to take the day off, when we all
celebrate that Christian holiday. Or on
Good Friday, when our country recog-
nizes the death of our Lord Jesus Christ?
Do you work that day, Lisa? We have
caved in to these extremists enough in the
past and watered down our Christmas
concerts in school to “winter” or “holiday
concerts.” If we take Christ out of Christ-
mas, then let’s take away the day off and
the week off from school that follows.

Wouldn’t Islamic terrorists love that?
If Lisa doesn’t like her child singing

“Joy to the World,” go to a private school
or home school, where she can dictate her
beliefs. That’s what our board should
have told her. Don’t waste any more time
talking about our policy, Mr. Parisi; we
have watered it down too much already.

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the Re-
public for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Merry Christmas to all!

Pat Leonard
Scotch Plains

Will Grinch Play SP-F
Parent in New Film?
In 2000, Actor Jim Carrey was the

voice of the Grinch in How the Grinch
Stole Christmas. In 2009, he played
Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.

Curious, has he been approached to
play Lisa Rafal in the upcoming film,
How the Grinch Tried to Steal a Christ-
mas Carol? Merry Christmas, Lisa!

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Freeholder Dan Sullivan Stands
By Letter, Supports At-Large System

Editor’s Note: The following letter has
been sent to Governor Chris Christie and
Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

I am asking for your support for a
Local Finance Board ruling or legislation
to exclude the Rahway Valley [Sewer-
age] Authority (RVSA) capital costs from
the spending and property tax levy caps
on Cranford Township and other RVSA
members.

In 2010, our township committee chose
to get under the property tax levy cap by
separating the RVSA payment from the
property tax levy and instead institute a
sewer fee, which supported over $1.7
million of RVSA costs. This new sewer
bill infuriated taxpayers because it was
seen as a gimmick. It didn’t reduce costs
or taxpayer burden. Cranford taxpayers
also got an increase in their property tax
bill at the same time they received the
new non-deductible sewer bill.

The context of this matter needs to be
understood. Cranford, as well as other
RVSA members like Westfield, was sub-
jected to a significant increase in prop-
erty taxes brought about by litigation to
stop ocean dumping of sewage. The court
ordered a $275-million RVSA capital
plan to expand sewage-treatment capac-

ity. Cranford has had to pay this cost as an
operating expense under the spending
and tax levy cap and not as a capital or
debt expense, which are excluded from
the caps.

Cranford pledges as part of the RVSA
bond covenants its unlimited general ob-
ligation pledge to make its payment to
RVSA. Almost 85 percent of the pay-
ment is to retire the RVSA bonds. This is
a debt obligation, and the debt service
should be excluded from the spending
cap and property tax levy limits.

Property taxpayers in Cranford and
Springfield in 2010 recognized the sewer-
bill gimmick and voted out the majority
political party in both cases. In 2011, it
may be that Westfield will face this same
problem and may have to consider such a
perverse policy.

I urge you to take this matter up. It is
not a political issue because it affects
both political parties.

Cranford as well as other communities
subjected to this unfair treatment still will
have to struggle to meet the challenge of
lower property taxes, which we endorse
wholeheartedly.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford Mayor (in 2011)

After reading several responses to my
recent letter, I wonder if anyone actually
cared about what I was saying. No one
seemed to mind the ridiculous statements
(Cattle prod, knuckle head) by our oppo-
nents but that I was “gloating” over our
victory. Are you kidding me? There was
no gloating on my part, but there certainly
was anger. Time and time again, I read
how ignorant any voter is who votes for
the Democratic ticket. I hope my re-
sponse showed how fed up I am when I
read those insults over and over.

Two other points. Your writer from
Kenilworth believes I shouldn’t even write
to anyone who reads this newspaper be-
cause I didn’t get enough votes? Sorry
JB, you don’t get to make that call. The
parrot comment just shows what a class
act you are and proves the point of my
letter. We did get a number of votes from
the Leader readership. I even have more
than a few friends who live here. None of
them bear any resemblance to a parrot.

Secondly, we have an at-large system

for electing all county officials, the same
as the vast majority of counties in this
state. This isn’t the Electoral College,
where you can win the election but lose
the popular vote (right George Bush!). If
this system is good enough for Morris,
Somerset and others, why isn’t it good
here? If you want to have the same pro-
cess in every county, I’m more than happy
to have that conversation.

Running for office can be a very rough
business. You don’t have to like the poli-
cies of my party, and you can criticize
them all you like, but I will never tolerate
any comments like those made by our
opponents on Election night. I’d like to
think they were made in the heat of the
moment, but that’s their business. Re-
gardless, I stand by everything I said in
my previous letter.

I’d like to extend by best wishes to all
readers for a wonderful Holiday Season.

Dan Sullivan
Chairman, UC Freeholders

The membership of the Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association Local 30
wishes to express our deepest apprecia-
tion to all those residents and businesses
who have been very supportive of the
membership during this trying year.

We wish to thank everyone who as-
sisted in our successful fundraiser in
March for one of our members who is
battling cancer, firefighter Dan Maglione.
Most recently, to all those who expressed
their sympathies for the sudden loss of
our friend and colleague, Lt. Jimmy
Pfeiffer, Jr.

We would especially like to thank some
individuals and businesses that went
above and beyond in their kindness and

support: Mike Kenny, Temple Emanu-
El, Ferraro’s, Falcon Printing, 16 Pros-
pect, Bovella’s, Peerless Beverages, Fox
and Fox and the membership of the
Westfield PBA Local 90, Cranford FMBA
Local 37 and the N.J. State FMBA.

Those wishing to contribute to the edu-
cational trust fund established for Jimmy
Pfeiffer’s daughter, Carly, may make
donations payable to the Carly Pfeiffer
Fund, 405 North Avenue, West,
Westfield. Commemorative T-shirts also
are available for purchase at fire head-
quarters.

The members of
Westfield FMBA

On behalf of the family of Ron Frigerio,
we wish to express our heartfelt gratitude
to the hundreds of friends who offered
their kind and thoughtful expressions of
sympathy, in so many ways, and those
who attended Ron’s visitation and fu-
neral Mass. The outpouring of love and
support, for us, was very comforting and
helpful during this difficult time.

Ron will be remembered for his warm
and dynamic nature and for his commit-
ment to his principles and ideals. We
were always grateful, to God, for all His
blessings bestowed on our family, and
your friendships were always included.
Ron wanted us to celebrate his life, at the
end of his journey. Thanks to all of our
friends for enriching his life and making
it possible. I know he was happy and
humbled.

Special thanks to the Dooley Colonial

Funeral Home for all their compassionate
funeral arrangements. We wish to thank
Monsignor Joseph Masiello, Deacon Tom
Pluta, Reverend Alex Pinto and Rever-
end Bill Morris and all who participated
in the beautiful celebration of the Mass of
Christian Burial for Ron. He thoroughly
enjoyed being part of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church and Elementary
School family.

Many thanks to Mayor Skibitsky and
the Westfield Town Council, local offi-
cials, county and state dignitaries, friends
from the Westfield Rescue Squad, the
Westfield Service League, the Westfield
Symphony and the Westfield Police De-
partment, for the many courtesies af-
forded our family for an exceptional final
tribute to Ron.

Janet Frigerio,
Westfield

In response to the November 18 story
regarding a parent’s request for a more
comprehensive school policy against
prayer in public school, I counter with a
request for an ethics class.

I am not what one would call a reli-
gious person. I was raised a Protestant
Christian, but it’s been years since I at-
tended a Sunday service. I do, however,
believe that Jesus was one of the great
ethics teachers of all time. He preached
about brotherly love (centuries after Plato)
and about tolerance. He also taught about
communicating with One he called
“Abba” — Greek not for “Father” but for
“Daddy,” as I was told by a Christian
scholar. This was the basis of how he
believed people should approach their
Creator. And with the affection and re-
spect that one approaches a Daddy, this is
how he encouraged us to approach each
other: fondly, not adverserially; respect-
fully, not disdainfully.

Some do not believe in a “Creator”;
that’s no skin off my nose. However, I do
not accept that as an excuse for not trying
to tolerate the beliefs of others around
them. Tolerance is an ethical practice, not
a religious one, even though almost all
religions with which I have a nodding
acquaintance encourage tolerance.

And as to any essay for tolerance, or

song for hope, or masterwork of any kind
for peace that was created by an atheist, I
am, unfortunately, ignorant thereof. In
striving toward tolerance, hope, and peace,
the great works with which I am familiar
have been created by devotees of various
religions. Are these works to be shunned
because they were created by those who
believed in a God? What about this:
Should the evolutionary theory not be
taught because it is in conflict with cre-
ationists’ beliefs?

Education in part is the examination of
various schools of thought, and thought is
a product of knowledge and belief. Ignor-
ing the lesson of tolerance truly presents
an obstacle to learning. Aren’t there
enough obstacles to learning in public
education already?

I hope that if there is a song that pre-
sents a conflict to a performer, the per-
former would be allowed to stand with
the rest of the chorus, out of respect, and
simply not sing it. But banning the song?
No.

Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

Ferraro’s Thanked
For Food Donations

On November 20, Ferraro’s provided
hundreds of dollars worth of food to a
gathering of autistic children and their
families at the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
YMCA. While the sponsoring organiza-
tion, Autism Family Tours with Brianna,
had some money to spend, as a non-profit
their funds were limited. As a customer of
Ferraro’s over the years, I contacted the
owners about helping to provide some
discounted food to this important event.

They went one step further, and pro-
vided a full meal to the 30 individuals at
no cost to the organization or the families.

I feel so grateful to live in a community
where so many are willing to help others.
Thank you to Chuck and Maria Murray,
the owners of Ferraro’s, for their kind and
generous spirit.

Lisa Jackman
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

The Night Before Thanksgiving,
All at The Trolley Were Jolley

Regardless of how you spelled it, Jolly or Jolley,
the Jolly Trolley watering hole was the place to go on
Wednesday night in Westfield before Thanksgiving
less than a decade ago. As many came back home
over a span of 40 years to visit family and friends,
there was one call – “See you at The Trolley.”

In the last 10 years in the newspaper, we spelled it
incorrectly 10 percent of the time.
We’re not alone. In filing for bank-
ruptcy this week in Delaware, the
owners of the Charlie Brown’s restau-
rant chain also spelled it “Jolley Trol-
ley.”

Five decades ago, it was the Rail-
road Bar for shots and beers on the
way home for commuters. Things
started to pick up when it was taken
over by local entrepreneurs and re-
made into the Jolly Trolley – peanut
shells on the floor, cold draft beer and the best prime
rib. The hallmark for the guys was the shoulder-high
porcelain urinals, always iced down. It flourished for
more than three decades as this landmark, unpreten-
tious and comfortable. It became the genesis for the
Charlie Brown chain, though common sense pre-

vailed back then, and it stayed named The Trolley.
Things started to go wrong when the peanut shells

were swept from the floor, and the urinals were
smashed in politically correct remodeling.

Then brain surgeons, corporate investors, bought
out the chain in 2005. The name stayed Jolley until
2009, when those same brain surgeons changed the

name to The Office.
There were many business blun-

ders over the years, such as in 1961,
when a record company decided not
to sign The Beatles – or as in 1876,
when Western Union turned down the
purchase of the frivolous telephone
patent, or as in 1981, when M&M
Mars refused to allow its candy to be
used in the fledgling movie produc-
tion – ET.

But for Westfielders, nothing could
have been more insulting than changing the name of
The Jolley Trolly [sic.] We all knew the end was near.

Somehow, after all this corporate fandangle, frip-
pery and flub are dispatched, up to snuff – we can
envision in the not-too-distant future to hear, “See
you at The Trolley.”
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Make a memory for your family in Mindowaskin Park
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects.  We invite you to be a permanent part of 
Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. Personalized pavers can be purchased for $195 and 
your tax-deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your employer. Please inquire for additional naming opportunities within the Park.

Name

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone:

e-mail:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3
The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3).  All text is subject to Board approval.

Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF
MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028

www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail:  info@mindowaskinpark.org

Over 90 years of enjoyment for the Westfield community

Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line, 
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen.  Spaces count as one.)

Makes a special gift for the holidays!

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·We remove the hassle of collision repairs from you
promptly and perfectly!

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Jackson Family
Expresses Thanks

Editor’s note: See story on page 18.
We would like to thank the community

of Westfield for its support of The Paul
Jackson Fund.

The Paul Jackson 5K * 2 Mile Walk *
Kids Fun Run, held in Oak Ridge Park,
was a great success thanks to the generos-
ity and support of so many. Our heartfelt
thanks to all the participants, donors,
volunteers and sponsors of this event.

Particular thanks go to the local clubs
and business who generously donated:
Two River Community Bank, RWJ
Rahway, Health Ed, Union County
Rugby, Dillon’s, Investors Savings Bank,
Hands of Life and Snapple.

The Paul Jackson Fund provides assis-
tance to individuals and families who are
in financial crisis due to a catastrophic
illness or disability.

The Fund was started for Paul (WHS
1979) in 1991 after he became paralyzed
from a surgery to remove a spinal-cord
tumor. When he no longer needed the
assistance, Paul led The Fund and helped
hundreds of families who found them-
selves in dire circumstances, with no
where else to turn. Paul passed away in
February 2009. His wish was for the work
of The Fund to continue.

Thank you again for your generosity
and participation in our first community
fundraiser. We have already begun plan-
ning for next year’s Paul Jackson 5K.
Please visit our website,
pauljacksonfund.org, for more informa-
tion about The Fund and upcoming events.

The Jackson Family
Westfield

New Jersey Needs a Beer and Wine
License for Smaller Restaurants

Our state, and our restaurants, are des-
perate for the creation of a New Jersey
beer and wine license. Creating this li-
cense would generate millions of dollars
in the sales and tax revenue. Each munici-
pality would benefit by the annual re-
newal fees. The state is forgoing millions
of dollars by not having this license.

If a restaurant does not sell alcohol,
which carries a higher profit margin than
food, this does not make sense for a
successful business model. And being a
BYOB is no bargain. So why doesn’t New
Jersey  have a limited beer and wine li-
cense? Because holders of liquor licenses
are lobbying against it, and our senators are
listening to them.

Currently, the only alcohol license
available in New Jersey is a “full” liquor
license, which allows for the sale of beer,
wine and/or liquor appropriate for a bar,
and cost, on average, $500,000. These
licenses are limited in quantity, privately
held and carry a price that is prohibitedly
expensive for smaller restaurants. To com-
pare, in New York City, a full-liquor

license costs $4,352. Furthermore, the
New Jersey law mandates that an estab-
lishment with a full-liquor license con-
struct a physical bar from which to serve
the alcohol. This essentially forces a res-
taurant to become a bar.

Even if a restaurant bought a liquor
license for $500,000, and utilized it only
for beer and wine, the cost would negate
the profits unless the establishment is
physically big enough to generate the
volume to justify the cost. Smaller bistros
often do not have this space. Offering
restaurants the option to purchase a New
Jersey beer and wine license, at an afford-
able price, would enable restaurants to
sell beer and wine and enable them to stay
in business. And businesses staying in
business and creating jobs is just what
New Jersey desperately needs.

Kitty Stillufsen
Point Pleasant

Editor’s Note: The writer’s family owns
Red’s Lobster Pot, a B.Y.O.B. in Point
Pleasant Beach.

Letters to the Editor
What Is Fairer Than Election in Union
County Decided by the Popular Vote?

May The Force Be With You All;
There Is a Dark Side in Westfield

Thank you — to so many wonderful
friends and neighbors. Please read this to
your children.

In a galaxy not that far away – not that
long ago, on a planet that was called
Westfield – came the dark side, who at-
tacked the little planet. It was not ex-
pected, and no one was prepared. The first
citizens to feel the blows had a Jedi in the
family, but he was old and wounded and
fragile. The dark side attacked without
mercy or morals. It wasn’t clear why they
attacked; the little planet never had prob-
lems with the dark side, but the dark side
knew the little planet of Westfield was all
about children, and of all the planets in the
galaxy, Westfield loved children and the
noises they made when they played.

So they built beautiful parks and pools
and homes, where all the children were
welcome to play in the citizens’ gardens.
The dark side found this very disturbing;
they wanted quiet, and happy children
noises were forbidden on the dark side.
They made not one or two but three
attacks. The dark side did their damage to
the old Jedi and his family, then they
retreated behind their walls. But the force
heard about the attack and rushed to de-
fend the little planet in this vast galaxy.

All the brave Jedi who were available
came and surrounded the old Jedi and his

family and called on the Galactic Senate
to exile the dark side. It took time, but
they won their point, and the request was
granted. The Jedi who rallied to protect
their fellow citizens did well and were so
kind and good to love their neighbors as
themselves. They will never give into
hate, as they know that will lead to the
dark side. Bless all who protect, defend,
and stand up to injustice (you know who
you are; you will never be forgotten).
May the force be with you always.

Joan Peiffer
Westfield

I was astonished to read the letters in
The Westfield Leader from readers com-
plaining about the tone of Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan’s letter thanking voters
for their support. This type of letter from
successful (and unsuccessful) candidates
is, of course, standard procedure. Some
readers complained that Sullivan and the
Democrats did not have a true mandate
from voters because they were defeated
in the majority of Union County munici-
palities. What can be fairer than an elec-
tion decided by the popular vote of the
electorate in total? Would these voters
opt for an Electoral College-type system,
such as our federal system, that resulted
in the election of a President in 2000 who
lost the popular vote by 500,000?

This argument implies that a vote from
a citizen of Westfield, Mountainside,
Summit, or Scotch Plains should be worth
more than a vote from Hillside, Elizabeth
or Plainfield?

One writer complained that Sullivan

only cares about “ ... preserving [his]
political career and beating the Republi-
can Party.” Doesn’t this crass partisan-
ship prevail within both major parties and
at all levels of government? I wonder if
this reader harbors the same level of
disdain for U.S. Senate Minority leader
Mitch McConnell, who has stated that the
main goal of Senate Republicans for the
next two years is to ensure that Barack
Obama is a one-term President, or for
South Carolina Republican Jim DeMint,
who states that Republicans should make
healthcare reform “Obama’s Waterloo.”
These two, obviously, only care about
preserving their political careers and de-
feating the Democratic Party.

Full disclosure: I did not vote for Sullivan.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Benedict Thanks
Fanwood Supporters
I’d like to congratulate Tony Parenti

and Kathy Mitchell on their hard-earned
victory. Fanwood will be well served by
their dedication and experience. I am
eager for any opportunity I may have to
work with them in the future, as an ac-
tively involved resident, as they serve in
their official capacity – keeping Fanwood
a great place to live and raise a family.

Also, a thank you to Kevin Boris for
his observations and thoughts on the is-
sues facing Fanwood. I look forward to
working with him in whatever other roles
he may undertake here in town as well as
seeing him and his family at future bor-
ough events.

I’d like to thank my wife and son for
their faithful love and encouragement as
I pursued this opportunity to offer my
services to the residents of Fanwood. I’d
also like to thank my supporters for all
they did throughout the campaign. Your
feedback has been invaluable and has
given me great insight into Fanwood and
into the governing process. I appreciate
the trust you put in me, and I hope that I
can fulfill that trust in the many years to
come. I have learned a lot from my run-
ning mate Tony Parenti’s experience and
his vast knowledge of the community. It
was a truly enjoyable campaign, and I
strongly recommend the experience to
anyone else who has an interest in main-
taining the quality of our hometown.

Jason Benedict, GOP Candidate
Fanwood Borough Council

Thanks to All Our
United Fund Agencies
Thanksgiving is the time of year when

we say thanks for the blessings of home
and health, friends and family. In that
spirit, we at the Westfield United Fund
wish to express our gratitude for the car-
ing neighbors at our 19 member agencies
who help make life better for so many of
us through their programs and services.
To name just a few, we are thankful for:

The volunteers at Mobile Meals, who
prepare and deliver hot meals to the
homebound;

The staff at the Westfield Day Care
Center, who provide scholarships to single
parents and families experiencing job
loss;

The after-school tutors at the Westfield
Elementary Schools, who help low-in-
come students achieve their academic
potential;

The compassionate listeners at CON-
TACT We Care, who staff their hotlines
around the clock so no call for help goes
unanswered;

The professionals at Youth and Family
Counseling Services, who provide coun-
seling to help resolve addiction, depres-
sion, anxiety and family issues;

The counselors at the YWCA of East-
ern Union County, who shelter and sup-
port women and children suffering from
domestic abuse;

The handymen and bus drivers of the
American Red Cross, who make it pos-
sible for our elderly neighbors to remain
in their homes.

We are especially thankful to the more
than 1,000 Westfield residents who make
all these programs possible through their
generous contributions to our annual cam-
paign. As a sign of personal “thanks-
giving,” we encourage all who have not
yet made a pledge this year to either send
in a pledge card or contribute online
(westfieldunitedfund.org).

By sharing our blessings, we can ex-
tend the holiday spirit throughout the
coming year. On behalf of all of us at the
Westfield United Fund, best wishes for a
happy and healthy Thanksgiving.

Charlie Weidman
Kim Benou

Westfield United Fund

Retirees’ Pensions, Health Care
Benefits Should Be Left Alone

In the last month, I was one of over
2,000 post-age-55 retirees who partici-
pated in a national survey of retirees from
44 states to see what we think about
retirement security and insecurity in
America. The results show that an impor-
tant chapter in American life sadly ap-
pears to be ending. Almost three quarters
of retirees said that they expect their
children and grandchildren to have worse
career and lifestyle opportunities than
they enjoyed.

Over 65 percent of respondents replied
“no” when asked if they thought their
children will be able to afford retirement.
Over 70 percent doubt their grandchil-
dren will be able to afford retirement.
According to Thomas J. Mackell Jr., ph.d,
former Federal Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond Chairman and White House ERISA
advisor, “In the past, it was a given that
children would enjoy better career and
lifestyle opportunities than their parents.
That chapter in American life appears to
be ending.” In the poll, jointly conducted
by the non-profit ProtectSeniors.Org
(ProtectSeniors.org) with Dr. Mackell,
the vast majority of the 2,021 retirees

polled (84 percent) felt they were given
the opportunity to achieve the American
Dream, but they forecast a grim outlook
for their offspring, with 89.2 percent say-
ing it will be more difficult for their
children, and only 1.9 percent saw an
easier time for their grandchildren.

Full poll results can be found at:
protectseniors.org. The survey reaffirms
the economic fear Americans are living
under and shows retirees need to be out-
raged and forceful advocates for their
own and their children’s economic fu-
ture.

Most retirees are fed up with the me-
dia, elected officials and those who want
to take away the pensions and healthcare
benefits that they earned. I participated in
this survey and write as a member of
ProtectSeniors.Org, which advocates for
the healthcare benefits protection of retir-
ees from 392 different companies, 45
union locals, 98 municipal, state and fed-
eral retiree groups, 16 associations and
me.

Fred Wening
Scotch Plains

Westfielder Can’t Wait
For Next Chance to

Vote on BOE Matters
So, let’s review the current state of

affairs in the Westfield school system:
Property taxes go up every year; the
Westfield School Budget goes up every
year; state aid to Westfield schools is
almost completely eliminated; services
to Westfield students (you remember
them, the ones who are supposed to be
educated by this system?) are cut; in the
2010 ranking of public schools by NJ
Monthly, Westfield drops to 41st, and
Governor [Chris] Christie puts a cap on
superintendents’ salaries.

How do the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion and Superintendent [Margaret] Dolan
respond to all of this? By renegotiating
the Superintendent’s employment con-
tract well before it expires to try to squeeze
a few more bucks from the taxpayers of
Westfield.

The Board of Ed and Superintendent
Dolan have made it crystal clear that
they’re not on the same side as the tax-
payers or the children of Westfield. Can’t
wait to vote the bums out.

Rich Johnston
Westfield
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AN EAGLE RISES…Jake Penders recently completed his Eagle Scout project,
located at the corner of Watterson Street and Rahway Avenue in Westfield. A
2007 graduate of Holy Trinity Interparochial School and currently a senior at
Seton Hall Preparatory School in West Orange, Jake, 17, raised $9,600 to enhance
Paul Robeson Park. The project involved the construction of a 45-foot stone
pathway and the installation of six iron benches and two tables for the community
to enjoy. Jake, the son of Melanie and Bill Penders of Westfield, is pictured with
Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Holiday Boutique to Begin
On Tuesday at Thrift Shop

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop will hold its
annual Holiday Boutique beginning
on Tuesday, November 30, and con-
tinuing until Saturday, December
18. Items will be available for men,
women and children. The thrift shop
is located at 1730 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains.

Hundreds of gift items, all in
original packaging and wrapping,
will be featured on the display table
in the main room of the shop. De-
signer purses and wallets, holiday
serving dishes and decorations,
stemware, small appliances, men’s
ties and costume jewelry will be
among the available merchandise.
The boutique gift table will be re-
plenished continually throughout
the days and weeks to come as room
permits.

Shoppers also are invited to enter
a free contest for four drawing prizes.

Individuals need just write their name
and telephone number on a piece of
paper and put it into the bag marked
“Prize Drawing.” Winners will be
called on Tuesday, December 14.
They need not be present to win.

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information or directions, call
the shop at (908) 322-5420 during
business hours.

The thrift shop is a completely
non-profit business managed by an
all-volunteer staff. All sale proceeds
benefit local charitable organiza-
tions. Interested persons are invited
to stop by the store to see a list of
the league’s 2010 donation recipi-
ents, which received a total of
$23,000. If interested in becoming
a member of the Service League,
ask any store volunteer for infor-
mation.

POLICE BLOTTER

Get your 
advert is ing 

into the 
Leader/Times !

S ince this is  
where their  
SHOPPING  

s tar ts ,  th is  is  the 
best  place for 

you to s tar t  your 
SELLING !

The Leader/Times 
covers your market like 
a blanket…reaches the 

people you want as 
customers.

These newspapers generate 
the greatest selling impact 

because they’re where 
people LOOK to buy!

When people are ready 
to buy, they look at the ads 
in the Leader/Times for 

shopping guidance.

These newspapers will 
produce better results at 
lower cost than any other 

advertising medium.

RIGHT PEOPLE

HIGH IMPACT

RIGHT TIME

LOW COST

     When i t  comes to put t ing 
your message before the r ight 
people at  the r ight t ime wi th the 
greatest  sel l ing impact at  the 
lowest  cost…the Leader/Times  
is  your winning advert is ing 
medium on al l  counts!

WINNER!
an all around

LEADER/TIMES

LOCAL SHOPPERS START 
IN THE PAGES OF THE 

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Girl Scouts to Hold
Mitten Tree Collection
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Girl Scouts will be present with
their Mitten Tree collection box  this
Sunday, November 28, at
Westfield’s annual Christmas tree-
lighting ceremony at the North Av-
enue entrance to the train station.
Now in their 17th year of the project,
they will collect new mittens,
gloves, hats, scarves and socks for
needy New Jersey adults and chil-
dren. The festivities, sponsored by
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, will begin at 5 p.m.

Additionally, a Mitten Tree col-
lection box will be present until
Wednesday, December 8, in each
elementary and middle school in
Westfield and at Westfield High
School. Donations are given to St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center and
St. Clare’s Home for Children in
Elizabeth, the Family Support Or-
ganization of Union County, and
Madonna House in Neptune.

Dr. Mira Stotland Joins Team
At Advanced Dermatology

Mira Stotland

WESTFIELD – Advanced Derma-
tology, Mohs and Laser Surgery Cen-
ter is pleased to announce the arrival of
Dr. Mira Stotland. Dr Stotland is a
board certified dermatologist who spe-
cializes in general dermatology for
adults and children, skin cancer and
cosmetic dermatology. She has received
extensive training in laser treatments
for hair removal, acne and
scars, chemical peels,
Botox treatments and
filler injections including
Restylane and Juvederm.

After completing her
undergraduate education
at the University of Penn-
sylvania, Dr. Stotland
graduated summa cum
laude from the State Uni-
versity of New York
(SUNY), Downstate
Medical Center, in Brook-
lyn. She completed her
internal medicine internship at St.
Vincent’s Medical Center in New York
and then returned to SUNY Downstate

to complete her residency in dermatol-
ogy, where she was named Chief Resi-
dent in Dermatology in her final year of
training.

Dr. Stotland has published on vari-
ous topics including acne treatments,
sunscreen safety and laser treatments.
She is an active member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatology and of

Alpha Omega Alpha, the
prestigious national medi-
cal honor society.

She joins the practice
of Dr. Sabatino Ciatti, Dr.
Susan McFalls and
Rachel Cittone, P.A.-C.
Dr. Ciatti is a board certi-
fied dermatologist and
fellowship trained Mohs
Surgeon who specializes
in the removal of skin
cancer, plastic recon-
structions, dermatologic
surgery, laser procedures

and cosmetic dermatology. Dr.
McFalls is a board certified derma-
tologist specializing in general der-
matology for adults and adolescents.
Rachel Cittone, P.A.-C is a certified
Physician Assistant who specializes
in dermatology.

Advanced Dermatology, Mohs and
Laser Surgery Center is a compre-
hensive dermatology center provid-
ing patients with a wide range of
medical and cosmetic services. Apart
from skin screenings, general derma-
tology and surgical dermatology, we
offer laser treatments for hair removal,
acne, nail fungus, tattoo removal,
spider veins and broken blood ves-
sels, dark and age spots. We perform
chemical peels, microdermabrasion,
Botox and Dysport and dermal fillers
like Restylane and Juvederm.

Our practice offers extended hours
on Tuesday evenings, Thursday eve-
nings and Saturday mornings. We
participate with Medicare and many
other insurance plans. Our office is
located at 240 East Grove Street in
Westfield, N.J. Call today to sched-
ule an appointment: (908) 232-6446.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Trees for Troops Weekend
Set for December 3 to 5

Cub Scouts from Den 171 help load trees for troops

WESTFIELD — A local garden
center is doing much more than
providing fresh, fragrant Christmas
trees for your holiday enjoyment
this year. Williams Nursery is part
of a national effort called Trees for
Troops, which will provide more
than 15,000 real Christmas trees to
military families across the United
States and overseas.

Since 2005, Christmas tree farmers
and retailers have donated their own
trees for the Trees for Troops pro-
gram. The Christmas SPIRIT Foun-
dation, the non-profit that implements
Trees for Troops, received many re-
quests from the public on how they
could help to donate. This year, con-
sumers will have the opportunity to
purchase a tree at Williams Nursery
that will be delivered to a military
family in the United States. Consum-
ers can come during Trees for Troops
Weekend, Friday, December 3,
through Sunday, December 5, to pur-
chase a tree for a military family, or
they can order one through Williams’
website, www.williams-nursery.com.
Williams Nursery will also have tables
set up so that children can personalize
notes that will be attached to the trees
before they are delivered to the troops.

“This is our third year that we are
involved, and we are very excited to
be a part of this program,” said David
Williams, partner at Williams Nurs-
ery. “Also, for every tree that a con-
sumer purchases, we will contribute
$5 per tree to the Christmas SPIRIT
Foundation, which implements the
Trees for Troops program and other

programs for kids, families and the
environment. This is a great way for
consumers to become directly in-
volved with the Trees for Troops
program and allow more military
families to receive a tree this holiday
season. Providing memories at this
time of year is extremely important,
especially for families with loved
ones serving our country. Our staff
was deeply touched with our in-
volvement in the program last year
and can’t wait for us to participate
again this year. Williams Nursery
will also be donating 10 trees locally
to families of the 102nd Cavalry
Squadron of the Army National
Guard.”

Trees for Troops began in 2005
when FedEx, which donates the
shipping of the trees, and the Christ-
mas SPIRIT Foundation provided
4,300 real Christmas trees to mili-
tary families at five bases in the
U.S. and overseas. In 2009, over
16,000 military families at 53 bases
in the U.S. and overseas received a
tree. Since 2005, CSF and FedEx
have delivered over 50,000 real
Christmas trees to 17 countries.
FedEx has traveled over 144,000
over-the-road miles to deliver trees.
This year, CSF, FedEx and Garden
Centers of America Members, with
the help of consumers across the
country, plan to deliver 16,500
Christmas trees to military fami-
lies.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

More Community News on Pages 15 & 16

Westfield
Friday, November 19, a motor ve-

hicle was damaged through an act of
criminal mischief while parked in a
driveway on the 800 block of Dorian
Road. Someone unknown used an
unidentified object to shatter the
driver’s-side front window.

Saturday, November 20, Claiston
Smith, 41, of Newark was arrested on
outstanding criminal warrants from
Union and Newark, with bail amounts
of $1,000 and $50, respectively. The
arrest was pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Mountain and Colonial
Avenues. Smith was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Saturday, November 20, Paul
Parker, 41, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an active traf-
fic warrant from Wall Township in
the amount of $96. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting the
full bail.

Sunday, November 21, Jose A.
Martinez-Reynoso, 37, of North
Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
West South Avenue and Boulevard.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Sunday, November 21, Michael J.
Ebert, 46, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Crossway Place. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Fanwood
Saturday, November 13, an indi-

vidual walking at approximately 1
a.m. heard a smoke alarm going off
in a residence on the 100 block of
North Martine Avenue. According
to police, the individual saw smoke
coming from the back of the resi-
dence and began banging on the door
to wake the owner. The owner was
awakened by the banging and at-
tempted to put out the fire, but failed,
and the fire department was called.
No one was injured and the cause of
the fire is under investigation.

Saturday, November 13, Daniel
Moreno, 27, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle stop on South Martine
Avenue, at which time the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol.
According to police, Moreno failed
multiple sobriety tests at the scene
and was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Monday, November 15, Alexander
Hughes, 21, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Cranford in the amount of $81.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, November 17, Larry
Debnam, 44, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark in the amount of $250 after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, November 18, Thomas
Homenuk, 53, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with providing
false information to police after ap-
plying for a firearms application at
police headquarters. He was pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Friday, November 19, a resident
of the 200 block of Terrill Road
reported that, sometime overnight,
someone entered her residence and
removed multiple pieces of jewelry
and several fur coats. According to
police, there were no signs of forced
entry, and the total value of the items
taken is being calculated.

Friday, November 19, multiple
motor vehicles parked on the street
on the 10 block of Oakwood Court
were hit with eggs.

Saturday, November 20, Manuel
Balarezo, 53, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with pro-
viding false information to police,
and on two Elizabeth warrants in the
amount of $1,380. According to au-
thorities, Balarezo was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail set at $2,130.

Sunday, November 21, a resident
of the 20 block of Tower Place re-
ported that, sometime overnight, two
of his motor vehicles were rum-
maged through while they were
parked unlocked in his driveway.
According to police, a GPS unit and
loose change, with a total value of
$160, were removed.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 16, a resi-

dent came into police headquarters
to report that she had received an
order for $167 worth of merchan-
dise through her Internet makeup
company. According to police, the
suspect sent her a check for $1,450
and asked her to deduct $167 and to
send the remaining money through
Western Union, including a $75 fee.
The $1,450 check bounced, and the
victim lost $1,282 in the transac-
tion.

Thursday, November 18, an em-
ployee of a lawn sprinkler company
came into police headquarters to re-
port that a customer on Mill Lane
who was dissatisfied with the ser-
vice assaulted the employee by push-
ing him against his truck, injuring
his forearm, back and neck.

Holiday Celebration
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood will officially begin the
holiday season on Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, at 3 p.m. Everyone is invited to
meet Santa Claus under the big tent
on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station and enjoy an
afternoon of seasonal music, holiday
crafts and refreshments, all for free.

Children who stop by to say hello
to Santa will receive a free photo-
graph of their visit with him. Con-
tests will be held with prizes for the
winners. The celebration will con-
clude at 5 p.m., when Mayor Col-
leen Mahr will light the borough
tree on the train station lawn. The
Fanwood Recreation Commission
will sponsor the festivities.

Junior Optimist Club
Conducts Toy Drive

WESTFIELD – The Junior Opti-
mist Club of Westfield has announced
the start of its annual Holiday Toy
Drive, which is underway and will
continue until Friday, December 10.

The organization is again collect-
ing new toys at the elementary and
middle schools and the high school in
Westfield. The toys will be donated
to The Arc Kohler School in
Mountainside. Toys should be suit-
able for young children (chalk,
children’s DVDs, construction pa-
per, soft dolls, wood puzzles, card-
board picture books and balls are
among the suggested items.)

The Junior Optimist Club is open
to all Westfield High School students
and is involved in community service
projects such as the Haunted House
and Drug Awareness Week.

Rotary to Welcome
District Governor

WESTFIELD – Ahmed Azmy, se-
lected as Governor of District 7510
for the 2010-2011 Rotary year, will
bring his Governor’s message to the
Rotary Club of Westfield on Tues-
day, November 30.

A member of the Princeton Ro-
tary since 2000, Mr. Azmy was born
in Egypt, the son of an architect who
followed in his father’s footsteps.
While he retired in 2006, he contin-
ues his architectural pursuits through
his firm, Azmy Architects LLC. He
calls Rotary his “lifetime job.”

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
50 weeks per year, from 12:15 to 1:30
p.m., for lunch and a program in the
second-floor Kellogg Room of the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Guests are welcome at any meet-
ing. Anyone interested in attending
a program or learning more about
Rotary in Westfield may contact Ray
Kostyack, president, at (908) 789-
7834 or
raymond.kostyack@wachoviasec.com.

Teen Pedestrian Struck
While Crossing Street
WESTFIELD – A 16-year-old

Westfield resident was seriously in-
jured November 16 when she was
struck by a motor vehicle while cross-
ing northbound on South Avenue be-
tween Tuttle Parkway and
Cumberland Street in Westfield.

Lieutenant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department con-
firmed that the young woman was
struck at about 4:30 p.m. by a
Chevrolet pickup truck. The driver
was identified as Jeffrey Hofmeister,
38, of Toms River. As of press time,
he had not been issued any citations,
according to police.

The victim, whose name was not
released because she is a juvenile, was
transported to an area hospital for
treatment of multiple injuries, which
police said included two broken legs,
a broken arm, a punctured lung as a
result of a broken rib, and a fractured
skull. An investigation into the acci-
dent is continuing and police plan to
take a statement from the victim.

Local Students Earn
St. Peter’s Honors

AREA – Jim DeAngelo, principal of
Saint Peter’s Preparatory School in Jer-
sey City, announced that the following
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield residents attained Honor Roll
status for the school year 2009-2010:

Mountainside: Matthew Apicella,
2012; William Giannone, 2011;
Stephen Hart, 2011, and Matthew
LaBau, 2011;

Westfield: Joseph Burke, 2013;
Michael Giacone, 2012; Matthew
Hartzell, 2011; Peter Iannelli, 2013;
William Lavelle, 2013; Kevin
Mikovits, 2013; James Reynolds,
2013; William Reynolds, 2011; Tyler
Schiavo, 2013; John Serzan, 2011,
and Robert Slaski, 2012;

Scotch Plains: Joseph Carroll,
2011; Daniel Lesce, 2011, and Peter
LiVolsi, 2011.

The following won subject med-
als: Matthew LaBau (Gold, History
2), William Reynolds (Gold, Math-
ematics and Biology), Matthew
Hartzell (Gold, Spanish 2 and Silver,
English 3) and Robert Slaski (Silver,
Religious Education 2.)
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Local Menorah Lightings,
Chanukah Events Are Set

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center of Westfield has an-
nounced that a Menorah Lighting
ceremony will take place in down-
town Westfield at the train station on
North Avenue on Wednesday, De-
cember 1, at 7 p.m.

The Cranford Menorah Lighting
will be held across from the municipal
building near the gazebo on Sunday,
December 5, at 5 p.m. There will be
music, refreshments and “Chanukah
gelt” for everyone in attendance.

The Union County Torah Center
will host a Family Chanukah Party on
Thursday, December 2, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. The program will feature a
traditional Chanukah dinner with
latkes, lasagna, baked ziti, live enter-
tainment, Chanukah gelt and dreidels.

Movie actor and stuntman Kevin C.
Karr, a graduate of Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey and of The Ameri-
can Academy of Dramatic Arts in New
York City, will perform in a program
geared for all ages. The suggested
donation is $5 per person. Those age 3
and under may attend for free. Reser-

vations are preferred but not required.
The Union County Torah Center,

together with the Chai Center in
Millburn, will sponsor a “Chanukah
on Ice” event. It will take place on
Saturday, December 4, from 8:30 to
10 p.m. at the Union Sports Arena on
Route 22, West, next to Best Buy, in
Union. Participants will skate to Jew-
ish music while watching a Menorah
being lit in the center of the rink.
Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $10 per person, including skates.
Reservations are not required.

The Union County Torah Center
and Tzivos Hashem will present “Pro-
fessor Pellah’s Place,” a Chanukah
adventure for children, to be aired on
Wednesday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, December 5, at 9 p.m. on
Comcast Cable Channel 96.

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights,
will begin on Wednesday, December
1, at sundown and continue through
Wednesday, December 8. For more
information, call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

Museum Invites Families
To ‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“Gingerbread Sunday” on December
5 between 1:30 and 4 p.m. During the
program, children will make a ginger-
bread house and one additional craft
to take home, plus hear stories about
the Gingerbread Man and other tales.
Light refreshments will be served.

Reservations are required for this
program and must be requested by
noon on Friday, December 3. Admis-
sion is $4 per child; accompanying
adults may attend for free.

The museum will present “Christ-
mas at Mount Vernon with Martha
Washington” on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11, between 4 and 7 p.m. Guests
will be greeted by docents in period
costume, who will conduct candlelit
tours of the 18th-century, fully fur-
nished farmhouse and describe holi-
day customs of the period. “Martha

Washington” will tell stories of her
love for and life with President George
Washington.

Holiday food will be featured, with
guests offered sweets and savories as
refreshments. Visitors also will have
the opportunity to view the prepara-
tion of a traditional Mount Vernon
Christmas dinner as prepared over
the museum’s open hearth. The pro-
gram will be conducted against a
background of 18th-century music
and toasts of the period.

Reservations will be made for spe-
cific time slots between 4 and 7 p.m.,
and tickets must be purchased in ad-
vance by noon on Monday, December
6. Admission is $12. Children must be
age 12 or older to attend this program.

To reserve space for either pro-
gram, call the museum office week-
days between 9 a.m. and noon at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

8 Depot Square
Englewood, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

70 E Ridgewood Ave
Ridgewood, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

For more info call 1.646.236.7256

Buy 3 get 1 Free
E V E R Y T H I N G  i s

BLACK FRIDAY BLOWOUT BLACK FRIDAY BLOWOUT 

of equal or lesser value: Nov 26 - Dec 8

6 South Park St
Montclair, NJ

17 Elm St
Westfield, NJ

Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 11am-6pm

Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri 9-9 Sat 10-8

Sun 11-6

57 Route 23
West Belt Plaza

Near HomeGoods
Wayne, NJ

Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

Sun 11-5

49 Dean St
Englewood, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

Cheap & Chic SHOES

244 Westwood Ave
Westwood, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Fri & Sat 10-8

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS

www.newjerseysamplesale.com
info@newjerseysamplesale.com    twitter.com/warehousecc     facebook.com/newjerseysamplesale

First Baptist to Feature
Life-Size Nativity Scene

WESTFIELD – Members of the
First Baptist Church will transform
the sanctuary and entryways this Sun-
day, November 28, between noon
and 3 p.m. as they decorate the church
for Christmas.

Volunteers are invited to help deco-
rate, and soup will be provided for all
workers in the middle of the after-
noon. The church is located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

The unique centerpiece of the trans-
formation will be a life-size nativity
scene watched over by Renaissance
angels, designed and created by
church member and graphic artist Art
Taylor, formerly of Mountainside.

The two dozen individual figures
of the nativity will fill the front of the
sanctuary, which elsewhere will be
decorated with banners, candlesticks,
wreaths, garland and red bows. In the
entry area, four live trees will be
covered with miniature lights.

The decorated sanctuary will be the
background for the performance of
“Carols in the Round” in the sanctuary
at 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday,
December 4 and 5. This Christmas
program will feature the voices of
more than 50 former members of the
Westfield High School Chorale under
the direction of Minister of Music Bill

Mathews. They will sing a variety of
holiday music, punctuated by read-
ings appropriate to the season and
sing-along Christmas carols.

“Carols in the Round” is open to the
public, but requires advance purchase
of tickets, which sell out quickly. For
more information, contact the church
office at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

Recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of

White Collar Criminal Defense

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW WIELGUS
(She is the former Miss Kim Charlesworth)

Miss Kim Charlesworth
Marries Matthew Wielgus
Miss Kim Charlesworth, daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Monteleone
of Scotch Plains and Ocean Grove,
N.J., was married on Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, 2010, to Matthew Wielgus.
He is the son of the late Stanley and
Maureen Wielgus of Scotch Plains.
Miss Charlesworth also is the daugh-
ter of the late Dr. Tom Charlesworth
of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, with
Deacon Thomas Pluta officiating. A
reception followed at The Berkeley
Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

Given in marriage by her two
brothers, Chris and Jim
Charlesworth, both of San Francisco,
Calif., the bride wore a sleeveless
ivory lace gown embedded with tiny
crystals and pearls, and a cathedral-
length veil. She carried an autumnal
arrangement of calla lilies, circus
roses, Gerbera daisies, hypericum
berries and seeded eucalyptus.

The bridesmaids included Erin
Esposito of North Carolina and
Caitlin Mahoney of Cranford, cous-
ins of the bride, and Ann Wielgus of
North Carolina, sister of the groom.
All wore strapless chiffon new-red
knee-length dresses by B2 and car-

ried fall-colored bouquets similar to
the bride’s.

Serving as groomsmen were James
Wielgus of Pennsylvania, brother of
the groom; Mike Gattis of Glendora,
cousin of the groom, and Dan Witmer
of North Carolina, brother-in-law of
the groom.

Haley and Ava Charlesworth of
San Francisco, nieces of the bride,
were greeters at the church and dis-
tributed the wedding programs.

The bridal party hosted a bridal lun-
cheon in July at Clyne & Murphy in
Westfield. A rehearsal dinner was held
at Trap Rock Restaurant in Berkeley
Heights the night before the wedding.

The bride graduated from Westfield
High School. She earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychology and
was awarded a Masters in Social Work
from Kean University. She is em-
ployed as a residential counselor for
Volunteers of America.

The groom graduated from Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
and earned his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Seton Hall University. He
is the owner of Acurovision Video
Productions in Cranford.

The couple honeymooned in Riviera
Maya, Mexico. They currently reside
at their home in Scotch Plains.

IHM Healing Mass
To Be Held Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-

late Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish will
host a Healing Mass, or Mass of
Anointing, this Saturday, November
27, at 11 a.m. in the Main Church.
IHM is located at 1571 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Although the Sacrament termed
“Anointing of the Sick” is normally
associated with the terminally ill, this
Mass represents a broader outreach
to those who are troubled in body,
mind and spirit, according to IHM.

While the Mass is a religious cel-
ebration, it is free and open to all who
feel a need for healing. For additional
information and directions, call the
Parish Office at (908) 889-2100 or
visit the parish website, ihmparish.net.

4-H Invites Children
To Gift-Making Event
WESTFIELD – A Union County

4-H Holiday Gift-Making Night for
youngsters will take place on Friday,
December 3, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Westfield Municipal Building’s
Community Room at 425 East Broad
Street. 4-H will supply all materials,
plus instructions and guidance.

Six projects will be available to
choose from, among them a candy-
filled snowball, potted plant,
snowman ornament and a puppet.
Additionally, the 4-H Teen Council
will host a refreshment table as a
fund-raising project. This program
will be open to all Union County chil-
dren in first grade and older (4-H
membership is not required.) The fee
is $10 for the first child and $5 for each
additional child. Advance registration
is required. To register, contact 4-H
Secretary Ellen DiIorio at (908) 654-
9854 or ediiorio@ucnj.org.

Tree Lighting Is Set
Sunday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
sponsor Westfield’s Annual Tree
Lighting event this year on Sunday,
November 28, at 5 p.m. at the North
Avenue train station.

Visitors will have an opportunity
to welcome Santa and Mrs. Claus as
they arrive on a fire truck to join
Mayor Andy Skibitsky in lighting the
Christmas tree.

The Westfield Community Band
will provide holiday music; the DWC
will distribute special “Santa glasses”
to all the children; the Lions Club of
Westfield will collect used eyeglasses
and the Girl Scouts Heart of New
Jersey Westfield Service Unit will
collect new gloves, mittens, hats,
scarves and socks to distribute as
gifts to the needy.

Additionally, the First United Meth-
odist Youth Group will offer hot choco-
late; Xocolatz will provide cookies;
Walgreens will provide candy canes
and Williams Nursery and The Flower
Zone will provide decorations.

Elaine and Frederick Gould

Frederick and Elaine Gould
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Gould,

Jr. of Roselle Park, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, recently celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. They were
married at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield on July
30, 1960. Mrs. Gould is the former
Elaine Monti of Westfield.

On July 30, the Goulds and their
children, Karen Bachert and her hus-
band, Donald, of Mountainside, Jef-
frey Gould of Roselle Park and Chris-
topher Gould and his wife, Jacqueline,

of Roselle Park, and their grandchil-
dren, Brandon and Morgan Gould
and Trevor and Sarah Bachert, cel-
ebrated with a dinner and other fes-
tivities while vacationing in Stone
Harbor, N.J.

Fred and Elaine both graduated
from Westfield High School and lived
in Westfield for over 50 years.
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– Obituaries –
George A. Rubine, 93, Was Executive;
Active With Temples and Civic Groups
George A. Rubine, 93, died on

Monday, November 15, 2010, in
Providence, R.I. from complications
of Parkinson’s Disease. He was pre-
deceased in 1999 by his wife of 58
years, the former Vera Newmark.

George was born in 1917 to Barney
Rubine and Anna Goodman. He grew
up in Bayonne, N.J., surrounded by a
very large and loving family. George
was a graduate of Rutgers University,
where he was the student leader of the
marching band and a lacrosse player.
He served in the U.S. Army in World
War II as a member of the Third Infan-
try Division in the European Theater.

Following his army service, George
worked for over 50 years in the com-
panies founded by his father, The
Hudson Iron and Metal Company
and the Bayonne Nipple Company,
eventually becoming the president of
both firms. He was active in industry
organizations and was a president of
the New Jersey chapter of the Insti-
tute of Scrap Iron and Steel and a
member of the National Association
of Pipe Fitting Manufacturers.

George lived for many years in
both Cranford and Westfield, N.J.,
and was active both in the communi-
ties where he worked and where he
lived. He served on the board of di-
rectors of the Bayonne Hospital for

24 years and was a member of the
Rotary Club and the Bayonne Cham-
ber of Commerce. In Cranford, he
served on the board of education and
was past president of Temple Beth-
El. In Westfield, he was an active
congregant of Temple Emanu-El.

George also was predeceased by a
sister, Miriam Herr, and is survived
by a sister, Helen Lappe, and by his
son, Superior Court Associate Jus-
tice Allen Rubine of Cranston, R.I.,
and his wife, Barbara, and by his
daughter, Marcia Rubine of New York
City, and her husband, John Masten.
He also is survived by five loving
grandchildren, Daniel, Michael and
Jessica Rubine and Benjamin and
Andrew Masten.

A graveside service was conducted
on Thursday, November 18, 2010, at
Baron Hirsch Cemetery in Staten Is-
land, N.Y. Arrangements were through
Menorah Chapels at Millburn, 2950
Vauxhall Road, Union, N.J.

The family requests that donations
be made to: The Alliance for Better
Long Term Care, 422 Post Road,
Warwick, R.I. 02888 or the Rhode
Island Chapter of the Parkinson Dis-
ease Association, 455 Toll Gate Road,
Bldg. 2C, Warwick, R.I. 02886, or to
a charity of one’s choice.

November 25, 2010

Robert Smith, Sr., 76
Robert N. Smith, Sr., 76, of Scotch

Plains died on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 17, 2010, at JFK Medical Center
in Edison.

Born and raised in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada, he lived in Scotch
Plains since 1965.

Mr. Smith was employed as an
accountant with Polaner Preserves in
Roseland until his retirement in 1990.
After that, he worked at Kings in
Berkeley Heights until 1995.

He served with the U.S. Army in
the 1950s and had been an avid Green
Bay Packers fan since the 1950s.

Surviving are his wife, Eleanor;
two sons, Robert and his wife, Karen,
and Mark and his wife, Laura, and
four grandchildren, Valerie, Christo-
pher, Taylor and Sydney.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
November 20, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at St.
Teresa’s Cemetery in Summit.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Orline G. Russo, 93
Orline G. (DeAngelis) Russo, 93,

died on Saturday, November 6, 2010,
at Harbour’s Edge Health Center in
Delray Beach, Fla.

Born in New Brunswick, she lived
in Baltimore, Md. and Westfield be-
fore moving to Florida in 1997.

A 1939 graduate of Douglass Col-
lege, New Brunswick, she taught high
school in Succasunna, N.J. and also
taught at Johns Hopkins School of
Nursing in Baltimore, Md. She was a
member of the College Women’s
Club, Garden Club of Westfield and
Echo Lake Country Club.

Her first husband, Kenneth M.
Kutz, died in 1954 and her second
husband, Ralph J. Russo, died in 1995.

Surviving are her two children,
Jackie Allen of Florida and Kenneth
Russo of Massachusetts; a brother,
Arnold DeAngelis of Nevada; a sis-
ter, Gloria Borick of Florida, and four
grandchildren.

Private services were held Tues-
day, November 9, 2010, under the
direction of the Quackenboss Funeral
Home in New Brunswick.
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Menorah-Tree Lightings,
Craft Show to Take Place

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks
and Community Renewal will
present the 27th annual Holiday
Nature Craft Show at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center on Sunday,
December 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The craft show will be held in
conjunction with the Union County
Menorah and Tree Lighting Cel-
ebration. Admission will be an item
of dry or canned food or a new,
unwrapped toy to be distributed
through local charities.

More than 40 vendors will sell
handcrafted items such as natural
wreaths, ornaments, handmade gift
baskets and hand-painted or sten-
ciled home décor. Crafters and arti-
sans also will offer unique children’s
toys, jewelry, stained glass and gift
items featuring wildlife, gardening
and nature themes. Light refresh-
ments will be available for pur-
chase throughout the day.

Children will be able to visit with
Santa and Mrs. Claus from noon to
4:30 p.m. in the Trailside audito-
rium. Free children’s coloring and
face-painting activities will be of-
fered on the upper level of the Visi-
tor Center. The day will culminate
at 4:45 p.m. with the Union County
Menorah and Tree Lighting.

“Adding to the holiday atmo-
sphere, carolers will entice visitors
to join them in sing-alongs, and
decorated trees will be displayed
throughout the Visitors Center,” said
Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon, liaison to the
Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board. “Trees are decorated by staff
from various county departments,
and all trees, ornaments and gift
cards collected will be distributed
to Union County families in need.”

Visitors are encouraged to stop by
each tree and then cast a vote for
their favorite tree. The Department
of Parks and Community Renewal
has expressed appreciation to
ShopRite of Clark for its donation of
candy canes and assorted items for
this holiday event and charity drive.

For additional information about
the Holiday Nature Craft Show, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Dr. Bernard de Hosson, War Veteran;
Honored For Outstanding Dentistry

Dr. Bernard Stuart de Hosson of
Chatham Township died on Thurs-
day, November 18, 2010, at home.

Dr. de Hosson grew up in Westfield,
N.J. He graduated from
Rutgers Prep School,
the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore Col-
lege of Dental Surgery
and the Institute of
Graduate Dentists in
New York City, for the
practice of Orthodon-
tia. Previously, he had
lived in Millburn, mov-
ing to Chatham Town-
ship in 1976.

Dr. de Hosson prac-
ticed for 47 years in
Chatham. In 1976, he
was awarded a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Health, London, England,
the first dental organization in the
world, for his exceptional work in
dentistry. He truly loved dentistry,
and before it was mandatory, took
Continuing Education Courses, in-
cluding all the years of his retire-
ment. He performed many hours of
charitable work at the Matheny Medi-
cal School in Peapack.

He was a lieutenant in World War II
and served in the Korean War, where
he was in charge of six other dentists.
Dr. de Hosson was awarded the
Fauchard Medal for his outstanding
dental service in the military.

Dr. de Hosson was a member of the
American Academy of Oral Medi-

cine, American Endodontic Society,
New Jersey Academy of Medicine,
and N.J. Tri-County and State Dental
Organizations.

He also had been a
member of the
Maplewood Country
Club, playing golf and
tennis; National Arts
Club of New York, The
New York Academy of
Sciences, Psi Omega,
Oxford Club, Presbyte-
rian Church, Theta Chi
Fraternity and the U.S.
Power Squadron.

Dr. de Hosson was the
happiest being with his
whole family and being
in and around the sea.

Surviving are his daughter, Whitney
Marriott; son-in-law, Michael Marriott,
and three grandchildren, Bailey, Dean
and Russell, of Manhattan.

A service for Dr. de Hosson was
held on Tuesday, November 23, 2010,
at the Presbyterian Church in
Chatham Township.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

For those who wish to make a re-
membrance, a donation can be made
to the University of Maryland Dental
School, Suite 6207, 650 W. Balti-
more Street, Baltimore, Md. 21201.
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Dr. Bernard de Hosson

John Donohue, 64, Active In Shows;
Retired Computer Systems Analyst

John Roger Donohue, 64, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Friday, November 19, surrounded by
his loving family. The cause was com-
plications from thyroid cancer.

Mr. Donohue spent his career as a
computer systems analyst, having
worked 24 years at Prudential Insur-
ance Company and later Aetna In-
surance Company, both in Roseland.
He then was employed by
Elizabethtown Water Company and
United Health Group in Basking
Ridge, retiring in 2008.

Educated in the Westfield school
system, first at Lincoln, Grant and
Roosevelt schools, Mr. Donohue
graduated from Holy Trinity High
School in 1964 as Valedictorian. While
at Holy Trinity, he was a member of
the school’s track and basketball teams.
Mr. Donohue graduated from
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, D.C. with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English in 1968, in the same
class as former President Bill Clinton.

An avid gardener, poet and painter
who loved travel, Mr. Donohue also
spent much time devoted to genea-
logical research – where he traced
his family’s lineage several centu-
ries. He was an active participant in
the Washington School PTA’s an-
nual parent-teacher productions, first
as a member of the troupe, later as a
director.

Surviving are Kate (O’Shea), his
loving wife of 40 years; his daughter,
Julia (David Roth) of Allentown, Pa.;
his son, William; his brother, Will-
iam (Carolyn) of Glen Cove, N.Y.;
his sister, Mary Ellen Verdon of
Jamesburg; a stepbrother, Robert
Cleaveland (Judy) of Ho-ho-kus, and
a stepsister, Lois (Ken) Peterson of
upstate New York.

He was predeceased by his brother-
in-law, J. Burke O’Shea. Also surviv-
ing are his sisters-in-law, Maureen
(Donald) Himes of West Hartford,
Conn., Sheila (James) Kahrs of
Bogart, Ga. and Eileen (Julio) Brau

of San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 13
adoring nieces and nephews.

A Mass of The Resurrection was
held on Tuesday, November 23, at
The Church of St. Helen in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076, or to Doctors
Without Borders.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10006380

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11809

Plaintiff: MIDFIRST BANK
VS.
Defendant: KEVIN T. HURTT; KAREN B.

HURTT; HOFFER & LEFF, DDS
Sale Date: 12/01/2010
Writ of Execution: 08/25/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty Eight Thousand Ten and 38/100***
$248,010.38.

The property to be sold is located in: The Town
of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 517 Cumberland Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No: 15 in Block: 2707
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 142 x 91
Nearest Cross Street: Osborn Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able. You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if any): None.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Eighty Two

Thousand Six Hundred Sixty Two and 73/100***
$282,662.73 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No: XFZ-113686
4 T - 11/04, 11/11, 11/18
& 11/25/10 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10006615

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. L-2915-09B

Plaintiff: VELOCITY INVESTMENTS LLC
VS.
Defendant: MILDRED ECKER
Sale Date: 12/08/2010
Writ of Execution: 05/26/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Twenty Four Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty Seven and 92/100***
$24,847.92.

Street and street number: 625 West Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot and Block Number: Block 2819, Lot
1.01 on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey 07090

Nearest cross street: Corner Lot, West Broad
Street and Hazel Avenue

Dimensions: 86.16 x 100 x 83.61 x 100.02
Full Description: Deed Book 3190, page 480
Prior Liens: None known
Total Upset:  ***Twenty Seven Thousand

Seven and 10/100*** $27,007.10 together with
lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAGAN & RAGAN - COUNSELLORS AT LAW
BRINLEY PLAZA BUILDING ONE
3100 ROUTE 138 WEST
WALL, NEW JERSEY 07719
(732) 280-4100
4 T - 11/11, 11/18, 11/25
& 12/02/10 Fee: $155.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10006607

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-32982-08

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE BENIFIT OF CERTIFI-
CATE HOLDERS, CWMBS, INC., CHL MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH TRUST 2007-J2
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES

VS.
Defendant: ERNEST DI FRANCESCO;

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR COUN-
TRYWIDE BANK FSB

Sale Date: 12/08/2010
Writ of Execution: 09/02/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety Five Thousand Nine Hundred Forty Seven
and 99/100*** $495,947.99.

Property to be sold is located in: Township of
Scotch Plains, County of Union, in the State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1923 Moun-
tain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot # 18.0201, Block # 1803
Approximate Dimensions: .31 Acres
Nearest cross street: Union Avenue
Taxes: Current through 3rd Quarter of 2010*
Other: Sewer = $425.96 (estimated)*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amouts.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty Six Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Twenty Eight and 81/100***
$556,928.81 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY - ATTORNEYS
7001 LINCOLN DRIVE WEST
THREE GREENTREE CENTRE - PO BOX 974
MARLTON, NEW JERSEY 08053-0974
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 11/11, 11/18, 11/25
& 12/02/10 Fee: $183.60

Carol Ann Slusser
Carol Ann Slusser of Westfield,

N.J. passed away on Friday, Novem-
ber 19, 2010, at Mount Sinai Hospital
in New York.

Born in Mount Crawford, Va., she
lived in Westfield for the last 12 years.

Ms. Slusser was a graduate with a
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Environmental Sci-
ence and Biology from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va.
She graduated with the distinction as
an Echols Scholar.

She worked as a Senior Director of
Medical Communications, Clinical
Submission and Documentation at
Schering-Plough Research in
Kenilworth, N.J.

She was a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.

She was the wife of Joseph C.
Gentile and the mother of John
Charles Gentile. Also surviving is
her mother, Doris Ann Slusser.

A religious service took place yes-
terday, Wednesday, November 24, at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield. Interment was at Pleasant
Valley Cemetery in Weyers Cave, Va.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made in her memory to the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society.
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Adult Education Series
To Continue at FCC
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church will continue its adult
education series with two programs
focusing on Corinthians and the Bible
in current events. All classes are free
and open to the public.

On Monday evenings, November
29 through December 13, “And the
Greatest of These is Love: 1st
Corinthians” will explore Paul’s let-
ters to the early church in Corinth
and the lasting impact of his teach-
ings on what it means to live a Chris-
tian life. The class will meet on
consecutive Mondays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

“Faith and the Front Page” will
meet on Tuesday evenings, Decem-
ber 7 and 14, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Chapel Lounge. Taking its cue
from theologian Karl Barth, who
suggested people should travel
through life with a Bible in one hand
and a newspaper in the other, this
class will approach current events
through the lens of faith.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Garwood Library Among
Food Drive Participants

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Free Public Library currently is
participating in a food drive spon-
sored by the Union County Public
Libraries to assist individuals and
families in need.

Now through Friday, December
31, the library is accepting dona-
tions of non-perishable food items
to benefit the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey and other
local food pantries. Library staff
will route 100 percent of the dona-
tions to designated food banks.

The Community FoodBank of
New Jersey assists by supplying food
to more than 1,500 non-profit chari-
ties in 19 counties, including soup
kitchens, food pantries, shelters, lo-
cal food banks, after-school pro-
grams and senior centers. Groceries
most urgently needed are canned
meat and fish; canned soups and
stews; peanut butter (in plastic jars);
boxed pasta and rice; powdered milk;
infant formula, and canned veg-
etables and fruits. Individuals are
asked to be aware of expiration dates
on the products donated.

Other participating libraries in-
clude the Berkeley Heights Public
Library, Clark Public Library,
Cranford Public Library, Elizabeth
Public Library, Fanwood Memorial
Library, Hillside Public Library,
Kenilworth Public Library, Linden
Public Library, Mountainside Pub-
lic Library, New Providence Me-
morial Library, Plainfield Public Li-
brary, Rahway Public Library,
Roselle Free Public Library, Roselle
Park Veterans Memorial Library,
Scotch Plains Public Library,
Springfield Public Library, Sum-
mit Public Library, Union Free Pub-
lic Library and Westfield Memorial
Library.

The Garwood Public Library also
is collecting non-perishable pet
food to be donated to local animal
shelters.

For more information, call the
Garwood Public Library at (908)
789-1670 or visit the Union County
Public Libraries’ website,
luccnj.org. The library is located at
the corner of Third Avenue and
Walnut Street, behind the Lincoln
School complex.

WSL Invites Public
To Thrift Shop Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League’s (WSL) Thrift
Shop, located on the lower level of
114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
hold its annual Holiday Sale on
Saturday, December 4, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. New toys and clothing
will be available at discounted
prices, as well as Christmas deco-
rations and a large selection of holi-
day gift items.

In support of the sale, every WSL
member has donated a new toy,
while the general public has do-
nated other items for sale. The shop
racks and shelves will be replen-
ished during the day with fresh
merchandise.

The WSL Consignment Shop, lo-
cated on the second floor, also will
feature an assortment of items suit-
able for holiday gift giving. Men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing,
plus shoes, books, household items
and jewelry, will be available.

The WSL is a non-profit organi-
zation. Proceeds from the shops are
donated to local charities. Both
shops are open Tuesday through
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call the thrift shop at
(908) 233-2530 or visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com.

Library to Continue Series
Featuring Foreign Films

WESTFIELD – The Fall For-
eign Film Festival at the Westfield
Memorial Library will continue
through November and December.
Films will be shown at 2 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. on Monday nights in the
library’s Meeting Room, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

The next in the series will be the
unrated Italian film Mid-August
Lunch, to be screened on Novem-
ber 29. This 75-minute film takes
place during the Pranzo di
Ferragosto, Italy’s biggest summer
holiday, as a middle-aged man at-
tempts to keep four Italian moth-
ers in his care well fed and happy

in cramped quarters. Mid-August
Lunch won multiple prizes at in-
ternational festivals, including
“Best First Film” at Venice.

The final film in the series will
be the R-rated The Last Station, to
be shown on December 20. Helen
Mirren, Christopher Plummer and
James McAvoy lead the cast in this
sweet comedy-drama about the fi-
nal days of the Russian novelist
Leo Tolstoy. The film runs 112
minutes.

The film festival is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register,
go to the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Norbert A. Weldon, 95, Built Business;
Honored For Service to ‘Y’ and Pingry
Norbert Austin Weldon died on

Saturday, November 20, 2010, in Juno
Beach, Fla. at age 95.

He is survived by his wife of 69
years, Jane Nickel Weldon, and two of
their three children, Peter Weldon of
Winter Park, Fla. and William Weldon
of New Vernon, N.J., along with five
grandchildren. Jane and Norbert’s el-
dest son, Tom, passed away in 1979.
Tom’s son, Norbert W. Weldon, blessed
his grandfather with three great-grand-
children who have been a constant
source of joy in his later years.

Norbert was born and raised in
Westfield, N.J. and raised his family
there as well. He attended The Pingry
School (’35) and Lafayette College
(’39), where he was captain of his
varsity football team. Following col-
lege, Norbert served as a first lieuten-
ant in the Air Corps of the U.S. Army,
co-piloting B25 bombers. He earned
the Distinguished Flying Cross in
April 1944 for his service in the Pa-

cific during World War II.
Norbert, together with his late

brother, Robert Weldon, and other
family members, built a road materi-
als business in North Central New
Jersey that continues under family
management. Norbert also served on
leadership boards of several industry
associations.

A significant contributor to his
community, Norbert was named in
the YMCA’s Book of Honor for his
long-time service to the Westfield
YMCA, and in 1993 received the
Letter-in-Life Award honoring his
lifetime service to The Pingry School.

Norbert’s memory endures through
his example of hard work, individual
responsibility, grace and love for his
family.

Donations in Norbert’s memory may
be made to the Weldon FOP research
fund at the University of Pennsylvania
(see: www.weldonfop.org).
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SP-F Board Of Education
Honors Newly Tenured Staff
SCOTCH PLAINS – In what has

become an annual event, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
held a reception on October 14 hon-
oring the district’s newly tenured
teachers.

Board members passed a resolu-
tion reaffirming the district’s com-
mitment to hiring only the most
qualified candidates, expecting ex-
ceptional performance by staff and
promoting the maximum perfor-
mance and achievement at all times
by every staff member.

District teaching staff members
who achieved tenure in the district
with the start of the 2010-2011 school
year are Jessica McClellan and
Samantha Werres-Carroll, Brunner
School; Harry Musto and Courtney
Nemec, Coles School; Yana
Faynshteyn, Michelle Stoller and
Meghan Zagari, Evergreen School;

Allison Weiner, McGinn School;
Lynda Chan-Lo, JoAnn Feinstein,
Nikki Glinski, Katherine L’Heureux
and Jaclyn Stoller, School One; Sacha
Batra, Shannon Bishop, Christine
Krasovsky and Brian Rawlins, Park
Middle School; Angela Atkinson,
Viviana Jimenez and Margaret
Shelton, Terrill Middle School; Elyse
Dick, Lauren Dooley, Ryan Goracy,
Lindsay Murphy, Cynthia Prybella
and Suzanne Wojcik, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

Also receiving tenure this year are
Scott Bortnick, K-12 Supervisor of
Science; Tim Donahue, Assistant
Principal (Counseling Services),
SPFHS, and Linda Materna, K-12
World Language Supervisor.

As a memento of the occasion, the
honored teachers were presented with
a pen and copy of the book “A Cup of
Comfort for Teachers” by Colleen Sell.

Woman’s Club Announces
Gray Scholarship Recipients
WESTFIELD – The

Woman’s Club of
Westfield announced
the winners of the 2010
Robert M. Gray Fall
Scholarship. The funds
are given through the
generosity of the Gray
Family Foundation,
headed by Marie Gray.

The following stu-
dents will receive
$1,000 each.

Samantha Avis,
daughter of Thomas
and Gail Avis, is a 2008
graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS).
In high school,
Samantha played the
violin in the symphony
orchestra and held the
position of drum ma-
jor in the Color Guard,
in addition to running
track. She is a junior at
the University of Con-
necticut (UConn),
where she majors in
Environmental/Earth
Science. Samantha is
a member of UConn’s
Marching Band and
volunteers at a local
homeless shelter.

Courtney Fox-
Sherman, daughter of
Susan Sherman, is a
2006 graduate of WHS.
While in high school,
Courtney successfully
balanced working part-
time while maintaining
good grades and was
elected to the National
Honor Society. At
Rutgers, Courtney con-
tinues to work hard in
and outside of school,
and has been named to
her college’s dean’s list.
She is a senior and ma-
jors in mathematics and
education. Courtney
has been accepted into
the Rutgers’ Master
Degree program.

Catherine Cognetti,
daughter of Sherilyn
and Anthony Cognetti,
is a 2008 graduate of
WHS. While at WHS,
she earned 11 varsity
letters and attained a
grade point average of
4.17. Catherine was a
youth minister and a
peer minister. She cur-
rently is a junior at the
College of William and
Mary, where she ma-
jors in political science.
Catherine is a member
of Pi Sigma Alpha Po-
litical Science Honor
Society, captain of the
women’s club soccer
team and a teaching as-
sistant for the Econom-
ics Department.

Her sister, Christina
Cognetti, daughter of
Sherilyn and Anthony Cognetti, is a
2 0 0 8
gradu-
ate of
W H S .
W h i l e
in high
school,
Chr is-
t i n a
volun-
tee red
a t
Children’s
S p e -
cialized Hospital and worked as a
camp counselor. She was a member
of the National and French Honor
Societies. Christina is a junior at the

University of Scranton
majoring in occupa-
tional therapy with a
minor in psychology.
She is captain of the
women’s soccer team
and team development
leader for Colleges
Against Cancer.

Michelle Ball,
daughter of Ellen and
Russell Ball, is a 2009
graduate of WHS,
where she excelled as
a member and captain
of the school swim
team. Michelle con-
tributed to the Hi’s
Eye, was a Eucharis-
tic Minister and was
president of the Jun-
ior Optimist Club. She
received the National
Latin Award, Magna
Cum Laude. Michelle
is a sophomore at
Villanova University,
works for Habitat for
Humanity, contributes
to an inner-city ser-
vice-learning project
and majors in busi-
ness.

Amanda Lojo,
daughter of Susan
Lojo, is a 2009 gradu-
ate of WHS. During her
high-school days, she
was able to balance
playing field hockey
with an after-school job
as well as being a peer
minister. She worked
at a local homeless
shelter as well as vol-
unteering at other com-
munity-service-ori-
ented activities at
church and school.
Currently, Amanda is a
sophomore at Loyola
University, Md., study-
ing biology/psychol-
ogy and playing field
hockey.

Leslie Holt, daugh-
ter of Bonnie and Tom
Holt, is a 2010 gradu-
ate of WHS. At WHS,
she was a member of
the swim team and
played the flute with
the wind ensemble. She
sang with her church
Handbell Choir and
also was a Sunday
school teacher. Leslie
is a freshman at
Douglass College,
Rutgers University.
She plans to major in
French or one of the
social sciences and is
part of the Rutgers
Crew Team.

Kristi Peyton, daugh-
ter of Carole Morgan-
Peyton and Robert
Peyton, is a 2010 gradu-
ate of WHS. While in
high school, She was
inducted into the Na-

tional Honor Society and the French
Honor
S o c i -
e t y .
Kristi is
an out-
s tand-
i n g
eques-
t r i a n
and has
worked
i n t r o -
ducing
c h i l -

dren to horses. She attends the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, majoring in
neuroscience, and is a member of the
equine team.

Samantha Avis

Courtney Fox-Sherman

Catherine Cognetti

Christina Cognetti

Michelle Ball

Kristi PeytonLeslie Holt

Amanda Lojo
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SP Student White Attends
Disability Mentoring Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corporation (NPC)
last month hosted 50 high-school and
college students with disabilities for
a mentoring and
hands-on career
exploration event
on National Dis-
ability Mentoring
Day.

The purpose of
the event at the
company’s East
Hanover campus
was to enlighten
special-needs stu-
dents about the ca-
reer possibilities
open to them and
to help build a di-
verse local future
workforce.

Students from
Bloomfield High
School, the
Gramon School in
Fairfield, Orange
High School, Caldwell College, the
College of Saint Elizabeth, Fairleigh
Dickinson University and Rutgers
University participated.

They heard a keynote speech by
25-year-old Paralympics skier, best-
selling author and former stand-up
comic Josh Sundquist, along with
words about overcoming obstacles

from a panel of Novartis employees
who have disabilities, or whose loved
ones do.

“We can’t always choose what hap-
pens to us, but we
can always choose
what we want to
do about it,” Mr.
Sundquist, who
lost a leg to cancer
when he was 9,
told the group.

Maia White, a
25-year-old stu-
dent at the college
who lives in
Scotch Plains,
added that she
found Mr.
S u n d q u i s t ’ s
speech inspiring.

“I was im-
pressed with Josh’s
story in general,
learning about him
and his motiva-
tion,” Ms. White

said. “It showed that, no matter what
your situation is, there’s always some-
thing that could have been worse.”

The American Association of
People with Disabilities sponsors
National Disability Mentoring Day.
In New Jersey, Allies, Inc., an advo-
cate for people with disabilities and
their families, coordinated it.

Courtesy of Ravenwood Photographic
NEVER GIVING UP…Maia White, a
Caldwell College student who lives in
Scotch Plains, participates in a seminar
on interview techniques during National
Disability Mentoring Day at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corporation last
month.

Mention this ad and receive a Free Gift!
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Students Answer Question
On Most Influential Italian

ONE AND ONLY…Seniors Shannon Reilly and Adrian Szycowski composed
their winning UNICO essays based on the contest’s theme “The most influential
Italian or Italian-American.” On hand to congratulate the students were, left to
right, UNICO Essay Contest Chairman Robert Tarte, UNICO President Dave
Lovato and Secretary John Chiesa, with students Shannon and Adrian, as well as
Westfield High School Social Studies teacher Adam Pizzi.

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield
High School (WHS) students were
named winners of $250 savings bonds
each in the 2010 Westfield UNICO
essay contest.

Seniors Shannon Reilly and Adrian
Szycowski composed their essays
based on the contest’s theme: “The
most influential Italian or Italian-
American.”

For her essay, Shannon wrote about

Dr. Anthony Fauci, an immunologist
who contributed research to the study
of AIDS. According to Shannon, Dr.
Fauci had a large part in creating the
vaccinations that people have today.
“Everyone should know more about
him because he is an unsung hero,”
she said.

Adrian wrote about John Sirica,
the judge presiding over the
Watergate scandal. He wrote about
Judge Sirica because as a junior at
Westfield High School last year,
Adrian took Advanced Placement
United States History and “was al-
ways interested in how society’s
thought process evolved into a mis-
trust of the government and second-
guessing the government,” he said.

Judge Sirica was named TIME
Magazine’s Man of the Year in 1973
for his work on the Watergate scandal.

The UNICO essay contest was es-
tablished 11 years ago. The organiza-
tion also provides scholarships to
graduating seniors. The name UNICO
means “one” or “only” or “only one of
its kind.” Additionally, the letters are
interpreted as U-unity, N-neighborli-
ness, I-integrity, C-charity and O-op-
portunity.

Himmel Participates
In Annual French Play

WESTFIELD – Anneliese
Himmel of Westfield participated in
the ninth annual French play at
Susquehanna University earlier this
month.

The play, titled Green Fairy Tales
for a New Century, was written and
presented by students in the French
301: Advanced Conversation and
Phonetics class.

Green Fairy Tales for a New Cen-
tury depicts 21st-century versions of
the classic fairy tales Cinderella,
Sleeping Beauty and Puss in Boots.
The play ties in Susquehanna’s 2010-
2011 theme of “A Sustainable Fu-
ture” by integrating ideas drawn from
texts in this year’s common reading
anthology.

Anneliese is a freshman biology
and psychology major at Susquehanna.
A 2010 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Himmel.

Dr. McCabe Awarded
Dentistry Fellowship
ORLANDO, FLA. – Timothy P.

McCabe, D.M.D. was awarded Fel-
lowship in The Academy of Den-
tistry International during convoca-
tion ceremonies held at the Annual
Meeting on October 7, 2010. Fellow-
ship in the Academy is an honor
bestowed upon dentists who have
distinguished themselves in their pro-
fession and who were nominated for
the award by an active Fellow of the
Academy.

Dr. McCabe has been practicing at
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, 555
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
since 1995.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Dr. Timothy P. McCabe

Star-Crossed Lovers Meet
At Scotch Plains Black Box
SCOTCH PLAINS – December will

be a big month for The Academy for
Performing Arts (APA), housed on the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools campus. Romeo and Juliet will
arrive December 2 and run through
December 4 in the Black Box Theatre.

This will mark the first production to
be presented in the newly constructed
building for APA. More than 30 actors
will be on stage and another 30 will
work behind the scenes.

Brenden Paternostro, who plays the
tragic lover Romeo, said, “Working in
the Black Box in our own building has
been surreal, and just being a part of
such a great produc-
tion has been even
more rewarding.”

Scott Rubin,
principal of the
APA, said, “I could
not be more proud;
the students are so
dedicated to refin-
ing their craft, and
they have made a
tremendous com-
mitment to them-
selves and each
other. I can’t wait
for opening night.”

Romeo and Juliet
is William Shakespeare’s timeless trag-
edy that tells the tale of young people
falling in love, but their lives are left in
the hands of their two feuding families
– the Capulets and Montagues. Abun-
dant with sword fighting, dancing and
humor, this tragedy will entertain all
audience members.

Kelly Freeman, who will play Juliet,
said, “I am not expecting this show to
be any less than great with all the hard
work, dedication and talent the entire
cast, crew and director are all putting
into it. I can’t wait for opening night.”

Students have been rehearsing since
September, and crews have been orga-
nizing every backstage need in hopes
of making this event memorable.

Joe Mondi, a sophomore who por-
trays Lord Capulet, said, “Romeo and
Juliet is obviously a classic and has
been performed thousands of times,
but I guarantee that this performance

will be very unique, due to the ‘in the
round’ concept and our collaboration
with our new director, Mrs. [Tori]
Clemens.”

“Coming into APA as a freshman
was very exciting, but to also be a part
of Romeo and Juliet will make it even
better,” said Kyra Morling, who will
portray Mercutio. “The rehearsals are
so much fun, and Mrs. Clemens has
made this experience enjoyable and
professional. We have such a wonder-
ful space, and I know, speaking for the
whole cast, we are all pumped to put on
an amazing performance.”

A strong artistic team supports Di-
rector Clemens.
Paul Milea de-
signed and con-
structed a set that
hearkens back in
time to the beauti-
ful land of Verona.
Technical Director
Chris Grimm has
added to the mood
by designing the
lights and sound for
the lovers to meet.

Wendy Sheridan,
who is making each
character come to
life, has elaborately

executed costumes. Ms. Sheridan’s
daughter, Ariel, is performing the role
of Lady Capulet.

“Theater can mobilize us and help us
see what might be or what we might
become. Like our dreams, theater leads
us to undiscovered settings, reveals our
deepest passions and inspires us to
make our wildest visions become
reality. Believing that we can live our
dreams is as important, if not more
important, today as it ever was,” said
Mrs. Clemens, who serves as the
performing-arts teacher at the APA as
well as being the co-owner of Triple
Threat Productions.

The show dates are: December 2 at
7:30 p.m., December 3 at 8 p.m. and
December 4 at 2 and 8 p.m.

Tickets are $10 and can be ordered in
advance at apasales@ucvts.tec.nj.us

The APA is located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Brenden Paternostro as Romeo and
Kelly Freeman as Juliet.
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SOPH. LEXI BOOR FINISHED 29-1 AT FIRST SINGLES

Blue Devil Tennis Girls Reach
Perfection; Seized TOC Crown

UC COACHES NAME 5 BLUE DEVILS TO FIRST TEAM

Soccer Blue Devils Captured
UCT Title, Finished, 17-3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wisely, no one overlooked this
year’s Westfield High School boys
soccer team that entered the season
with a deep squad of 27 talented
athletes that featured nine, who re-
ceived All-Union County (UC)
Coaches poll honors.

The Blue Devils won their confer-
ence with an 11-0-2 record and cap-
tured their first Union County Tour-
nament title since 1996, before being
shocked by Hunterdon Central, 2-1
in overtime (OT), in the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 semifinal round to
finish with a 17-3-2 overall record.
The Blue Devils’ other losses were to
Kearny, 3-2 in OT, and Summit, 2-1.
The ties were to Plainfield and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
whom they defeated twice this sea-

son, including 2-1 in OT for the county
championship.

“We accomplished some great
things, but we left a little bit on the
table. But we had not won the county
in 14 years. That’s a tremendous ac-
complishment,” Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner said. “It was
pointed out to me, while in my tenure
as varsity coach, that the only teams
that won more games than this team
were the two teams that won the state
championship.”

Senior Co-Captain/midfielder
Ryan Heine, literally, could have been
said to be in the middle of all the
action. Heine, who scored seven goals
and added seven assists, also appeared
to be the primary playmaker. Heine
was selected First Team All-UC
Coaches poll.

“Ryan, I think is the best player in

the county. He should be First Team
All-State. This year, he was constantly
in the right place. He was the one who
would step up and be involved in the
goal, whether he was scoring in pass-
ing or passing to somebody else, who
would create the setup for a score,”
Coach Kapner said.

Senior striker Joe Greenspan used
his 6’4/5” frame very well and led the
Blue Devils with 13 goals, while add-
ing an assist. Most of those goals
came off headers after well-directed
restarts from sophomore midfielder
Shane Kronick, who was directly re-
sponsible for 17 assists, while scor-
ing two goals. Greenspan and Kronick
also received All-UC Coaches First
Team recognition.

“I don’t remember the last time we
had a guy, who had 17 assists. His

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sweep was the word at the Union
County Tournament (UCT) when the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team won all five flights at Donald
Van Blake Courts in Plainfield on
September 24. But their mission was
not complete until the Lady Blue
Devils breezed through the sectional
tournament, won the Group 4 title
and defeated Red Bank Catholic, 3-
2, to claim the Tournament of Cham-
pions (TOC) crown and to finish with
a perfect, 21-0 record.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils
won four of the five flights to claim
the UCT title then advanced to the
Group 4 tournament after blanking

Piscataway, 5-0, for the sectional title.
The Blue Devils toppled West
Windsor-Plainsboro South, 3-2, to
advance to the (TOC) where they
were upset, 3-2, by Haddonfield and
to finish the season with a 23-1 record.

“Over the past two seasons, we are
44-1. What makes these teams differ-
ent than the team in 2008? The answer
is simple,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Matt Varhley. “We’ve transformed a
very talented group of individuals into
a dominant group who puts team
first…a team who believes in proper
preparation and who plays the game
the right way. This team – and I in-
clude Tara Criscoulo [played second
singles last year] with this group – has
established a high standard and ex-
pectation for this program.”

Part of the Blue Devils’ stiffest
competition this season came during

the preseason. Because of the team’s
depth and talent, several of the girls,
who did not make the starting lineup,
could very well have been starters for
most teams in the area.

“Selecting a starting lineup after a
competitive preseason was not an
easy task. Each player came into the
season with a strong desire to make
the starting lineup. Unlike most
sports when athletes play with each
other to demonstrate their skill set,
our girls compete directly against
each other to claim their spot. Se-
lecting a lineup was not an easy
task,” Coach Varhley said.

Preseason was also more than just
rapping the tennis ball around. The
girls also underwent a rigorous con-
ditioning program, and that superior
conditioning paid off several times

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPIONS AND UNDEFEATED…Blue Devil seniors Kathryn McKinley, left, and Melissa Morawski won the
Union County Tournament second doubles title. They also finished their season with a 23-0 record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A HEAD ABOVE THE REST…Blue Devil senior forward Joe Greenspan, center, used his 6’4”/5” frame to score the
majority of his 13 goals via headers this season.
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Blue Devils Grabbed UCT Title, Finished, 17-3-2
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Blue Devil Tennis Girls Captured TOC Crown
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restarts were literally the best I have
ever seen,” Coach Kapner said of
Kronick.

Senior Co-Captain/center back
Evan Heroux was instrumental in
keeping the flow of the soccer ball
heading in the direction of the oppo-
nents’ goal area. Occasionally, he
would go on the attack, and when he
did, he managed to net three goals
and an assist. Heroux’s heroic perfor-
mances earned him All-UC First Team
honors. Senior midfielders Andrew
Garfinkel (4 goals, 2 assists) and Eric
Byers, and senior back Philip Mendel,
who both netted four goals and an
assist, received All-UC Honorable
Mention recognition.

“Going from Shane’s restarts, it
was a tremendous plus for our team
that we had height and physicality.
Joe, Evan Heroux and Phil Mendel
would all go off on restarts, and you
can’t mark them all, and you can’t
mark height. Joe is 6’5”, 6’6”. He was
pretty much double-teamed all year
to the point where his jersey was
literally ripped off his back,” Coach
Kapner said.

“The strength of our team was,
without a doubt, midfield. We had
Ryan, Shane, and on top of that, we
had Eric Byer and Andrew Garfinkel,

who on almost any team that I coached
would have been the two best
midfielders. On this team, they were
third and fourth midfielders. On any
given day, if you are focusing on
Ryan and Shane, we were happy,
because Andrew and Eric were off
and running,” Coach Kapner added.

On the other end of the spectrum,
sophomore forward Henry Smith uti-
lized his low-to-the-ground frame to
outmaneuver opposing backs. He
found the angles to score 10 goals,
while contributing seven assists.
Smith received All-UC Second Team
honors.

“If you put too much attention on
Joe, Henry was there to put the ball in
the goal. He has as good a work ethic
as any player I have ever coached,”
Coach Kapner said.

Junior Jake Vergara netted one goal
and three assists, senior Mike Jones
and junior Spencer Kerkhof each
scored two goals, and senior Steve
Korn added an assist.

The Blue Devils’ last line of de-
fense was left up to senior goalkeeper/
Co-Captain Zach Zagorsky, also an
All-UC First Team selection. He al-
lowed only 15 goals, while making
104 saves and recording 12 shutouts.
Junior Justin Coelho filled in a goal

and made 12 saves, while allowing
three goals.

“We had a great goalkeeper in Zach
Zagorsky. In front of him, we had a
wonderful defense – Evan, Phil, Dan
Eliades and his brother Sam, Jake
Heroux. We played 22 games and 12
of them were shutouts,” Coach kapner
said. “Often when we lost a shutout,
it was because we were winning by so
much that I substituted very freely.
Not that the guys, who stepped on the
field weren’t good, but it took them a
little while to coalesce as a team.
What I found out later in the season
was I would substitute one at a time
until they got a little more comfort-
able. We probably gave away three or
four shutouts early in the season by
the way we substituted.”

Even though 14 seniors will gradu-
ate, because of the depth and talent on
the varsity, along with a JV squad that
lost on penalty kicks to the eventual
UCT JV champions (Elizabeth), the
Blue Devils should be very competi-
tive next year also.

“One of the things I love about
coaching high school is you can’t
recruit them, you can’t buy them, it’s
whoever shows up, and I am looking
forward to building another team next
year,” Coach Kapner said.

when matches stretched to grueling
three-set marathons.

“I believed in emphasizing the pro-
cess over winning. The process includes
practicing with purpose, playing the
game the right way, and being an un-
selfish teammate. Winning is a func-
tion of mastering the process and our
girls are masters,” Coach Varhley said.

Sophomore Lexi Borr earned the
first singles spot for the second straight
year, and for the second straight year,
she won the UCT title at that position.
Borr went on to advance to the NJSIAA
individual finals where she lost her
only match of the season in three sets.
Borr finished with a 29-1 record to
bring her two-year total to 60-3.

In the Group 4 semifinals against
Montgomery, which the Blue Devils
won, 3-2, Lexi Borr was taken to the
brink by Rachel Pierson but rallied
back from match point to win in three
sets, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. She was chal-
lenged once again in the TOC match
against Red Bank Catholic when she
lost the first set, but rallied to win the
next two sets.

Senior Sam Borr, who played first
singles her freshman season and won
UCT first doubles titles in her sopho-
more and junior seasons, jumped back
to second singles and added another
UCT crown and later finished the
season with an 18-6 record.

Senior Debbie Wu finished her sea-
son at third singles with a 24-0 record
and added her third UCT singles title
(third singles – 2009 and 2010 – sec-
ond singles – 2008). She was also put
to the test in the match against Mont-
gomery when she was struggling with
Rachel Casey, but managed to finish
her match with a 5-7, 6-2, 7-5 victory.

The “M&M” girls, senior Morgan
Murphy and her sister Sarah became
a deadly combination to opponents at
first doubles. The pair breezed to a
UCT title and finished with a 21-5
record. Morgan Murphy also won
two UCT first doubles titles (2008,
2009) while teaming with Sam Borr.

The second set of “M&M” girls,
seniors Katherine McKinley and
Melissa Morawski, cruised to cap-
ture a UCT title at second doubles
and finished with a 23-0 record. Last
year, the two were upset in the UCT
finals. Morawski also won UCT sec-
ond doubles title in her freshman and
sophomore seasons.

“I encouraged this team to first find
out it’s identity and then set goals,”
Coach Varhley said. “September was

about understanding our identity as a
team. Winning the county champion-
ship, in the manner that we did, was a
big indicator. After that, we began to
talk about winning and setting goals.
October was about believing that we

could achieve our goals. And our goal
was to get back to the Tournament of
Champions and take care of unfin-
ished business. All seven players
played a huge role in making our
dreams become reality.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALWAYS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ACTION…Midfielder Ryan Heine, who scored seven goals and added seven assists,
was the chief playmaker for the Blue Devils this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPION AT SECOND SINGLES – Senior Sam Borr

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPION AT FIRST DOUBLES – Senior Morgan Murphy

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPION AT THIRD SINGLES – Senior Debbie Wu
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  Commercial—Construction Management 
                                                                                               

Contact Bill Lyons at 908-542-1500  
 blyons@weskcm.com 

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

908-246-5664

REPAIRS & REMODEL
INDOOR & OUT!

1456 Route 22, Mountainside, NJ 07092
We Return All Calls

The Man With 
The Golden 

Hammer.

We Beat All Prices Hands Down!

Jersey Gutter &

Window Cleaning
*Powerwash *Seamless Gutters

*Gutter Guards *Gutter Cleaning

*Window Cleaning *Chimney Caps

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Open 7 Days

908-922-7913

Garwood
Mountainside
Clark

Westfield
Train Station

Airport

Scotch Plains
Fanwood
Cranford

A BETTER RIDE CAR SERVICE
(908) 456-1015

Local Lowest Prices! Long Distance

STRETCH LIMOUSINE AVAILABLE

NYC
Theater District
Stadiums

24 HOUR RESERVATIONS A BETTER RIDE
Westfield, NJ 07090

Dependable & Reliable Service

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

FALL SPECIAL!
$10.00 OFF

Any Gutter Cleaning Service
Exp: 1/15/11



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 25, 2010 Page 13

SEVEN RAIDERS RECEIVE ALL-STATE RECOGNITION

Raider Soccer Boys Zoomed
Fast Forward, Finished 10-8-7

KRONICK, COSTELLO, LANDEKA LED WAY ON OFFENSE

Lady Blue Devils Overcame
Slow Start, Finished 13-5-2

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At the beginning of their season the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team set the same goal
they do every year, to play in three
championship games; the Union
County title game, the Sectional final
and the Group 3 State Championship
game.

After a poor start, in which the
inexperienced, underclassmen domi-
nated team, dropped to 2-6-3, most
wrote off the Raiders. But Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky, who has 596 career
wins under his belt, knew that this

team was close to turning it around.
“We were a little bit unlucky in the

first part of the season,” Coach
Breznitsky admitted. “We had some
bad breaks, gave up leads and just
could not get it together. We began to
shuffle lineups looking for something
that would work… Once we found
that core group, those 15-16 kids, we

began to reel off wins.”
Without a legitimate scoring threat

– the Raiders had no player score
more than five goals this year – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood scrapped and fought
its way to a surprising 10-8-7 record.
Although that record is misleading,
the Raiders actually won 12 games,
but two of their games were won on
penalty kicks, and official records
have them go down as ties, not wins.

One of those penalty-kick victo-
ries came in the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament against
A.L. Johnson. The Raiders, who went
into the tournament as a seventh seed,
were not expected to do much dam-

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2010 season did not quite start
the way the Westfield High School
girls soccer team envisioned it. Four
games into the season the girls had
already lost two games, including a
painful 1-0, loss to rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. But the team settled into
the season, fought tough and finished

the year off with a 13-5-2 record,
which included a birth in the Union
County Championship game.

“The start of the season was diffi-
cult mentally for the girls,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said.
“However, their turnaround and
growth was nothing short of phe-
nomenal.”

“The girls, especially the seniors,
realized that they would have to fig-
ure out the game themselves; there
was no one else to turn to. Game by
game we became stronger and our
level of play improved… I am ex-
tremely proud of the girls on this
year’s team.”

Among the seniors Coach Schmidt
was referring too were midfielder
Hannah Kronick and forward Sam
Costello, the leading scorers for the
Blue Devils. Kronick finished the
season with 12 goals and six assists.
Her year was highlighted by a hat
trick against Elizabeth on September
23. Costello scored seven goals on
the year; one of her biggest goals of
the coming in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) semifinals against
A.L. Johnson.

Senior forward Tina Landeka was
also crucial for the Blue Devil of-
fense this year, leading the team with
10 assists.

The girls achieved one of their
major goals for the season, reaching
the Union County Championship
game, something last year’s squad
did not accomplish. “Unfortunately,
we played one of our worst games of

the season in the UCT finals; a mix of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood playing well
and us collapsing under the pres-
sure,” Coach Schmidt said.

But the girls refused to finish their
season on that note and fought hard in
their sectional semifinal game against
Watchung Hills. As Coach Schmidt
put it, “They saved their best for
last… While it was lost in penalty
kicks, the girls played like it was their
‘Last Play’ and as a coach, that is all
I can ask for.”

The Blue Devils are sending a num-
ber of players onto college soccer
programs. Costello will play at
Kutztown University and Kronick
will head off to Division III Johns
Hopkins.

Senior Katie Ponce, a starter on
last year’s team, tore her ACL prior to
the season and was not able to play
for this year’s squad, but will head to
Division I Towson University.

Katie Gold, Westfield’s goalkeeper,
who recorded 13 shutouts, will take
her talents to Binghamton Univer-
sity.

While the Blue Devils are losing a
lot of talent, Coach Schmidt is hope-

ful for next year.
“There are many underclassman

who stepped up this year who will
play a major role on next year’s team.
Ninth grader Karli Sottung and 10th
grader Alexandra Tinfow, who both
started as center halfbacks this year,
will be returning to help lead our
midfield once again… We’ll also have
three of our four starting defenders

returning, Vicki Gagliano, Mercedes
Smith and Jess Kenny.”

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built 
expanded Ranch spares no attention to detail, exuding quality 

throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres. This fine 
home awaits its most discerning buyer.                

Offered for $899,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICES ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION YEAR-TO-DATE

#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008
#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
Sales Associate 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090     

Charming Colonial situated on a quiet street just blocks to town, train 
and schools.  This fantastic opportunity boasts an updated eat-in 
Kitchen, formal entrance Foyer, Dining and Living Room with 
fireplace and built-ins, hardwood floors and patio overlooking private, 

fenced rear yard.                                                Offered for $469,000

Charming 8 room Cape Cod just blocks to town, train and schools.  
This fantastic opportunity boasts an eat-in Kitchen with adjacent 
Sunroom, formal Dining and Living Rooms,  4 Bedrooms, 2 full 
Bathrooms and spacious deck overlooking private, fenced rear yard.                

                                        Offered for $379,000

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

 333 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD 1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

Pristine and renovated 2 Bedroom Park Edge end unit boasts new 
Kitchen with granite counters and high end appliances, new 
Bathrooms, Living Room, Dining Room, hardwood floors, fireplace, 
full basement and attic ready to finish!                                                      

       Offered for $439,000

552 PIERSON STREET, WESTFIELD 260 WALNUT STREET, WESTFIELD

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2009
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2009

www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

I am deeply thankful and extend to you

my best wishes for a Happy and Healthy

Thanksgiving Day

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Best Wishes,

Frank

      special greeting at Thanksgiving time

to express to you my sincere appreciation

for your confidence and loyalty.

A

Coach Breznitsky’s Record
Now Stands at 596-152-52

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A HEAD ON THE BALL…Raider junior Giovanni Tobon, No. 8, gets his head on the ball during a spirited game
in Cranford.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished fourth
at the NJSIAA Meet of Champions
at Holmdel Park on November 20.
Christian Brothers Academy took
top honors with a 68 total, fol-
lowed by Haddonfield at 98, West
Windsor-Plainsboro South at 124
and the Blue Devils at 126.

Senior Co-Captain Andrew
Kirna finished 20th with a time of

16:06. Junior Jack Leahy crossed
35th at 16:21, and Co-Captain
Sam Tooley finished 51st at 16:31.
Co-Captain Zach Lizmi finished
60th with a time of 16:38, and
junior David Carville came in 80th
with a time of 16:59 to record a
WHS all-time fastest five-man av-
erage. Kevin Smith finished 91st
in 17:10 and John Kirna finished
97th in 17:14.

Blue Devil Boys Place Fourth
At X-C Meet of Champions

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LEADING SCORING THREAT…Senior midfielder Hannah Kronick, No. 13, netted 12 goals and added six assists for
the Blue Devils this season.
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Raider Soccer Boys Zoomed
Fast Forward, Finished 10-8-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

age. Again surprising everyone but
themselves, the Raiders made it into
their first championship game of the
season.

Unfortunately, they could not bring
home the title and dropped a nail
bitter. The Raiders lost to their bitter
rivals, Westfield, 2-1, in overtime.

But again the Raiders fought back,
downing Nutley in the Group 3 state
tournament, just two days after the
heartbreaking loss. They reached the
sectional final and their second cham-
pionship game, this time against
Chatham.

However, the Raiders could not
secure the victory and their season
ended with that game. But it was an
effort in which they could hold their
heads high, fighting to the end.

“I couldn’t be prouder of these
kids.” Coach Beznitsky said. “All the
credit goes to them, they are a unique
and special group of players… Win,
lose or draw, playing for champion-
ships is always the goal.”

While no player put up gaudy scor-
ing numbers, they were well repre-
sented on the Union County and All-
State teams, voted on by the Soccer
Coaches Association. Andrew
Leischner, Travis Cortes and Dan
McMillian were named First Team

All-Union County and Second Team
All-State Central 1. Goalkeeper Vince
Bianco, who didn’t start the season in
goal, was named First Team All-Union
County and Third Team All-State
Central 1. Michael Daly, Morgan
Ellman and Colin Stripling were
named Second Team All-Union
County, honorable mention All-State
Central 1.

What makes this team truly scary,
however, is that the vast majority of
those players will be on this Raider
team next year. “We are returning 20
of 23 players next year,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “When you have that
number of kids returning it is easy to
get excited.”

New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

From $799,000 - $1,199,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128
gialluisihomes@yahoo.com

WF PAL ‘A’ Levels Summit
To Win Super Bowl, 32-8

The Westfield PAL “A” football
team faced a Summit team that en-
tered the Super Bowl with a 32-0,
three-year record and strutted away
with a 32-8 victory in Belleville on
November 21.

Summit marched downfield to the
Westfield 20, but stops by Sean Elliott,
Jack Simcox and Jake Maher led to
fourth-and-two for Summit. Cotter
Spurlock stuffed the Summit running
back for a two-yard loss. Westfield
answered with a long scoring drive.
Simcox, Elliott and Danny Mitchell
had strong runs to set up Elliott’s 24-
yard touchdown (TD) run behind
Andrew Githens, Spurlock, Nick
Costa and Brian Johnson.

The Blue Devils scored on their
next possession. Simcox had runs of
nine and 11 yards. Elliott went for six
and nine yards behind blocks from
Colin Dursee and Eli Wirtshafter, and
then Mitchell completed a nine-yard
pass to Jake Maher. Simcox scored
from seven yards out behind block-
ing from Jack Colleran and Andrew
Malacrae. Elliott kicked the extra

point. Westfield made the halftime
score, 20-0, when Mitchell faked a
handoff to Elliott and hit him out of
the backfield for a 40-yard TD pass.

In the second half, Westfield’s sti-
fling defense was anchored by Harry
Williamson, Luke Prybylski who had
a sack and two tackles for losses,
Matt Catanzaro, who had an inter-
ception, and Nick Costa, who had the
hardest tackle of the day. Colleran,
Jimmy Hunter, Michael Dabulas,
Chris Previlon, and Kyle Burns con-
tributed tackles.

Westfield upped the scored to 26-0.
Mitchell connected with Simcox for
15 yards and Elliott for 25 yards,
before scoring on a 12-yard bootleg
behind Jack Bunting’s block. With
four minutes remaining, runs by Nick
Buontempo, Charley Lloyd and
Mitchell put the ball at the three where
fullback John Fuller, behind Thomas
Dazzo, Zach Koch, Jeffrey Felter,
Nick Cannone and Freddy Gladis
punched it for the TD.

Summit scored with 40 seconds
left in the game.

Arlene & Thomas “Tom” Gonnella
 Sales Associates 

 Arlene is the #1 Agent in the Entire Company for 2002, 2004 thru 2009 
 Short Hills Office      Office: 973-376-4545 ext.190 

Arlene’s Cell: 201-306-1357      Tom’s Cell: 20-978-3776 

 www.GonnellaTeam.com 
 www.ArleneGonnella.net 
©2006 Weichert, Realtors®. If your home is currently listed with a real estate broker, this is not intended to be a solicitation of the listing. All square 
footage, room dimensions, and lot sizes are approximate. Offering subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price, or withdrawal without notice. 
The inforamtion herein is provided by the seller, and not Weichert, Realtors, and while deemed reliable, is not guaranteed. 

27 Scudder Road, Westfield - Every inch of this home was redone in 2004. Spectacular 
gourmet kitchen totally open to the family room with wet bar and stone gas fireplace, 
luxurious master suite with beautiful master bath with jacuzzi, shower and heated floors,  
plus four more bedrooms (guest suite on first level and three bedrooms on the second). 
It has a beautifully finished third floor office, a beautifully finished lower level with play 
room and exercise room.  Ideally located on totally level property on a desirable quiet 
cul-de-sac in Wychwood.                 Asking $1,625,000 

SPF’s Dougher Nets 24
For Stony Brook Hoops

STONY BROOK, N.Y. – Junior
guard Bryan Dougher of Scotch Plains
scored 21 of his game-high 24 points
in the second half to lead the Stony
Brook University men’s basketball
team to an 80-43 win over Mount Ida
on November 14.

Dougher, who was 0-for-6 from
the field in the first half, caught fire
after halftime to shoot 7-for-9 from
the field, including 6-for-6 from be-
hind the arc. In addition to his 24
points, he finished with four assists
and four rebounds.

WF’s O’Dwyer Places
In Skate Boarding

Brian O’Dwyer, 11, of Westfield,
competed in the first skate contest of
the season at shields Skate Park in
Flemington on November 21. The
categories were beginner, intermedi-
ate and advanced. O’Dwyer placed
fourth in advanced and was the only
11-year-old in the category compet-
ing with skaters ranging from age 14
to 21.

SUPER BOWL CHAMPS – Westfield PAL “A” football team

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Lori Majeski, Collector of Taxes of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, DECEMBER
7, 2010 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ at 2:00 o’clock in the
afternoon or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all
of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names
are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of
municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A.
54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 7th day of December 2010.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale.  Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid,  but in no case in excess of 18%.  Payments for said parcels shall be
made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order
or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will  be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs.  Payment must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER LOCATION TOTAL DUE
03603 31 Zydalis, Dennis 2343 Belvidere Drive $5,938.32

Lori Majeski
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 11/11, 11/18, 11/25 & 12/2/10, The Times Fee: $124.44

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD, UNION COUNTY

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A: 12-13, the Borough of
Fanwood will offer the following used police vehicles for sale at public auction.  Auction
to take place on Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 10:00 AM to Noon (preview 9:00 AM)
at the Department of Public Works Yard at One Manfra Way, Fanwood, New Jersey,
07023.

Year Make Identification Number Minimum Bid Location
1999 Ford Crown Victoria 2FAFP71W6XX2077897 $500 1 Manfra Way, Fanwood
1999 Ford Crown Victoria 2FAFP71W4XX207896 $500 1 Manfra Way, Fanwood
2003 Ford Crown Victoria 2FAHP71W03X216369 $750 1 Manfra Way, Fanwood
1998 Ford Crown Victoria 2FAFP71W3WX135989 $750 1 Manfra Way, Fanwood

1. Said sale shall be conducted by the Borough Clerk or by any person so designated
by her.

2. Said property is being sold “as is”.
3. Payment is to be made in cash or certified check
4. All prospective purchasers are put on notice to personally inspect the property at the

Department of Public Works on Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 9:00 AM.
5. At the Time of said sale, the purchaser shall deposit the entire purchase price with

the Borough Clerk. If the purchaser fails to take title and possession within ten (10) days
of the date of purchase, the governing body of the Borough of Fanwood may declare the
contract of sale to be terminated and may retain all monies paid there under as liquidated
damages, and the Borough may resell said property or pursue such other and further
legal and equitable remedies as it may have. If the purchaser fails to take title or
possession within said ten (10) days, purchaser will be liable for reasonable storage fees.

6. If the title to this property shall prove to be unmarketable, the liability of the Borough
shall be limited to the repayment of the amount of any sums paid by said purchaser to
the Borough without any further costs, expense, damage, claim against or liability upon
the Borough.

7. The Borough of Fanwood  reserves the right to reject all bids and shall not be
obligated to accept any bids

8. All prospective purchasers are put on notice that no employee, agent, officer, body
or subordinate body has any authority to waive, modify or amend any of the within
conditions of sale.

Pat Hoynes, Purchasing Agent
2 T - 11/18/10 & 11/25/10, The Times Fee: $126.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2010

6:30 pm
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year 37 at the above
time and place.

The Borough of Fanwood has benefit-
ted from Community Development fund-
ing since the inception of the program and
will offer its submissions this year.

For further information contact the Bor-
ough Clerk at (908) 322-8236.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/25/10, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that on or about November
15, 2010, a change occurred in the owner-
ship of Spirits Holdings, L.L.C., trading as
GrilleStone Bar & Grill, holder of Plenary
Retail Consumption License No. 2016-33-
007-007, for premises located at 2377
U.S. Route 22 West, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, resulting in the following
person’s acquiring in the aggregate one
percent or more of the ownership thereof:

Philip A. Sgroi, 2524 Oxford Avenue,
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

Any information concerning the qualifi-
cations of the above current stockholder
should be communicated in writing to:
Bonnie Lacina, R.M.C., Municipal Clerk,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Spirits Holdings, L.L.C.
c/o John F. Vassallo, Jr., Esq.

50 Twin Hill Drive
Willingboro, New Jersey 08046-3724

1 T - 11/25/10, The Times Fee: $21.93

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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RaidersBlue Devils

Courtesy of Brian Dunlap for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST IN DIVISION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Cobras U12 girls soccer
team finished its season by beating Colonia, 2-1, in Edison on November 20 to
capture first place in the Intercounty Youth League. The Cobras allowed only two
goals the entire season.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

November 25, 1999: The Raider
football team plowed over the No.
17-ranked Union Farmers, 27-13, in
the Annual Thanksgiving Classic in
Scotch Plains. Senior Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three TDs
and junior Gary Cousar returned an
interception 59 yards for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The Blue
Devils football team held on for a
wild 42-25 victory at Hub Stine Field,
finishing off a 6-4 season. It was the
Blue Devils’ best offensive showing
of the year as they piled up 25 first
downs and ran for 331 yards.

Senior Mike Mroz had 112 yards
rushing, with two TDs, two pass re-
ceptions and a team-high 11 tackles.
Chris MacKay recovered a fumble
that set up Mroz’s first TD. Jim
McKeon had an interception that
turned the tide early in the fourth
quarter. Matt Daly rumbled for 77
yards and two scores. With Westfield
ahead, 28-25 at the half, Mroz and
Daly each scored a TD in the fourth
quarter to insure the victory.

November 23, 2000: The Raider
football team stomped Union 34-14
in Union. Senior halfback Clifton
Freshwater reeled out TD runs of five
yards and 52 yards to give the 8-3
Raiders a 27-0 lead. The “Wild Dogs”
held the Farmers to just 14 yards total
rushing, but did allow 146 yards pass-
ing – one a 65-yard touchdown pass
to Ron Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards,
including a 47-yard TD strike to An-

drew Pavoni. Schiller also hooked six
yards around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a punt 41
yards for a TD.

November 28, 2002: Underdogs
can be very dangerous, especially if
they are expected to lie down at the
cleats of the No. 1 rated team in
Union County. The Elizabeth Min-
utemen failed to realize that they were
dealing with the “Wild Dogs” of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood instead of
puppies, and the result was a 33-6
thrashing at Williams Field on
Thanksgiving Day.

Senior backup quarterback Markell
Harrison completed four of seven
passes for 69 yards, including touch-
down passes of 23 yards (Josh Wexler)
and six yards (Charlie Bachi), and
engineered an offensive machine that
also chewed up 321 yards on the
ground, which included three rush-
ing TDs. Senior running back Kyle
Adams had 17 carries for 174 yards,
which included a 32-yard TD, a two-
point rushing conversion and gallops
of 50 and 58 yards. Junior running
back Kyle Baker rumbled for 125
yards, including a 32-yard dash, and
had respective TD runs of three yards
and five yards.

November 27, 2003: The visiting
Cardinals got a 93-yard punt return
for a touchdown from Dante Harvey
and were awarded a safety on a bad
snap to nip Westfield, 9-7, in their
99th Turkey Day meeting. Fifteen
penalties were exercised – 11 against
Westfield for 82 yards. Junior run-
ning back Tom DelDuca (91 yards, 8
carries) initiated the Blue Devils’ only
touchdown drive with a 37-yard sprint,
assisted by senior Tyshon Blackmon’s
fine block, and quarterback Jan
Cocozziello took it in from the two.

November 25, 2006: Senior George
Cornell picked the right time to have
his best game when the Blue Devil
football team defeated Plainfield, 17-
7, in the Annual Thanksgiving Day
Classic that was actually held on No-
vember 25 at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield. Cornell rushed 19 times for
121 yards, including a one-yard TD
plunge to seal the victory. Addition-
ally, he had several key runs for first
downs, including a 30-yard gallop that
set up his TD bash.

MOST VALUABLE SENIOR…Westfield High School senior Captain of the
gymnastics team, Kelly Bohlinger, middle, received the Most Valuable Senior
award from the Westfield Booster Club. Booster Club representative Frank
Fusaro, right, and Director of Athletics Sandra Mamary, left, presented the
award.
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

SRS. BERRY & DAUBERT, JR. HALEK TOOK 5TH IN UCT

Lady Tennis Cougars Finish
As Conference Co-Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A strong start and a strong finish
yielded this season’s Cranford High
School girls tennis team a 16-4
record, which included a co-share of
the conference title with New Provi-
dence, both finishing with a 9-1
record in the conference.

At the beginning of the season, the
Lady Cougars had their eyes set on

the top spot in their conference, which
consisted of Cranford, New Provi-
dence, A.L. Johnson, Linden,
Plainfield and Elizabeth, and they
succeeded.

In order to accomplish that feat,
after losing their first conference meet
to New Providence, the Cranford girls
reeled off nine straight victories,
which was concluded with a stun-
ning, 3-2 victory over the Pioneers

and a 5-0 wipeout of A.L. Johnson on
the next day. It was the first confer-
ence title since 1984.

“We lost our season opener to New
Providence. I told the girls they had
to go 9-0 to be co champs with New
Providence,” Cougar Head Coach
Gene Melleno said.

The Cougars also had a banner
season last year, finishing with a 17-

BARRY LED WITH 338 ASSISTS, BIZUB LED IN KILLS

Lady Cougar V’ballers Won
Conference, Finished, 17-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outstanding athletes come and go
in high school sports, and every year
the coaches must meld their teams in
an effort to achieve maximum effi-
ciency.

The 2009 Cranford High School
girls volleyball team finished with an
outstanding 25-7 record but had an
all-state setter, Megan Barsch, and an
all-conference, all-county libero,
Kaitlyn Irwin, who had since gradu-
ated, so this year’s Cougars had to fill
those important vacancies and de-
velop the confidence needed to main-
tain that high quality.

The confidence came quickly, and
after competing in the prestigious Jer-
sey Classic Tournament to begin the
season, the Lady Cougars followed by
winning six of their next seven regu-
lar-season games, which included a
three-game, 25-20, 23-25, 25-15, vic-
tory over Union County rival Union
Catholic on September 22. The Cou-
gars knew they had the right stuff
when they had a very competitive
match with top-ranked Immaculate
Heart Academy in the Jersey Classic.

As the season progressed, the Lady

Cougars received the No. 1 seed for
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
and the NJSIAA Group 2 Tourna-
ment for the first time ever. They
recorded first-time regular-season
victories over Bridgewater-Raritan
and Science Park. The Lady Cougars
became Union County Mountain
Conference champions with an 8-2
record, had a 14-4 record against
Union County opponents, established
a state top-20 ranking and finished
with a 17-8 record.

The Cougars defeated A.L.

Johnson, 25-8, 25-8, in the first round
of the UCT. After defeating fourth-
seeded Union, 19-25, 25-17, 25-11,
the Lady Cougars advanced to the
UCT title game to face the defending
champion Union Catholic Vikings.
The Cougars won the first game, 28-
26, but dropped the next two games,
25-22 and 25-16, respectively.

“Through thick and thin, this team
held their heads up high to come
together to make things happen. Their
commitment and determination gen-
erated throughout all of the levels.
We are always proud and honored
that our volleyball teams, year after

New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

From $799,000 - $1,199,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128
gialluisihomes@yahoo.com

Probitas Verus Honos

Here’s your chance to meet and interview several OB/GYN physicians and medical staff from Overlook 
Hospital, at one time and in one location. You will move from table to table every few minutes and 
have the opportunity to ask questions and speak with doctors at each station, hopefully finding one 
that is right for you.

Additional doctors and resources will also be available from Neonatology, Maternal Fetal Medicine, 
and parent education.

LOOKING FOR AN OB/GYN?
COME TAKE A ‘DOC-TOUR’ AT OVERLOOK HOSPITAL.

OVERLOOK HOSPITAL INVITES YOU TO ATTEND A FREE EVENT: ‘DOC-TOUR’. 

Child life experts will be on hand to 
provide child supervision and activities.
Free validated parking. 
Food and beverages to be served.

WHEN: Monday, November 29th
TIME: 6-7pm
WHERE: Overlook Hospital, Summit, NJ 07902

‘DOC-TOUR’ DETAILS:

The event is free, however space is limited.

To register, call 1-800-247-9580 or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG SEASON AT SECOND SINGLES…Cougar senior Maggie Brown had an 8-2 record in her conference and
finished with a 15-4 record at second singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIXTH IN THE COUNTY AT THIRD SINGLES…Cougar senior Liz Berry, who placed sixth in the Union County
Tournament, had a 9-1 conference record and finished with a 16-4 overall record at third singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CONFERENCE CHAMPS…The Lady Cougars volleyball team won its conference with an 8-2 record
and finished 17-8 overall. Pictured, left to right, are: Tessa Gonzales and Tori Gonzales; second row, Kim LaFronz, Sarah
Barry, Alexis Inselberg and Katherine Ahern; back row, Hayley Eisenhardt, Stephanie Bagniewski, Katie Knorr, Alex
Bizub, Izzy Acton, Paulina Przydzial and Coach Lucy Diaz. Others: Danielle Manginelli and Gab Pericone.
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Cougars Become Conference Tennis Co-Champs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar V’ballers Won Conference, Finished 17-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year, from freshmen on down to var-
sity, come out and play with power,
spirit, and a lot of character,” Cougar
Head Coach Lucy Diaz said.

The Lady Cougar varsity put up
some hefty individual statistics. Se-
nior setter Sarah Barry led the team
with 338 assists. She also had 43
service aces, 18 kills, eight digs and
four blocks.

Tri-Captain/outside hitter Alex
Bizub led the Lady Cougars in two
categories – kills with 147, service
aces with 83. She also had 50 digs
and five blocks. Senior Tri-Captain/
outside hitter Alexis Inselberg
notched 128 kills, while recording 36
digs, 36 service aces and three blocks.
Senior Tri-Captain/middle hitter
Katie Knorr led the Cougars with 21
blocks, whiled recording 128 kills,
51 service aces and eight digs.

Junior middle Izzy Acton notched
69 kills, 57 service aces, 16 blocks
and six digs. Junior outside hitter
Cathryn Ahern finished with 56 kills,
34 service aces, 14 digs and four
blocks. Junior middle Stephanie
Bagniewski notched 30 kills and
added five digs, five service aces and
five blocks. Junior libero Tessa
Gonzales led the team with 80 digs,
while junior libero Danielle
Manginelli had 40 assists and 12 ser-

vice aces. Sophomore setter Paulina
Przydzial contributed 40 assists.

Next year, the Lady Cougars must
fill the slots that had been occupied

by their four starting seniors, but with
their strong junior corps, along with
talented underclassmen, the transi-
tion should be relatively easy.

5 record and placing eighth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT).
This season, the Cougars took a step
upward and placed seventh in the
UCT.

“We also had four flights out of
five advance to the Union County
Tournament. This also is a first since
the 80’s,” Coach Melleno said.

The Lady Cougars advanced to the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Group 2, Section 2 tournament, beat-
ing Newark East side, 5-0, before
bowing to Chatham, 4-1.

This year, Cougar sophomore
Marianna Dzunova had her work cut
out for her when she jumped up from
third singles to grab the first singles
position. She finished the conference
with an 8-2 record and qualified for
the NJSIAA individual states tourna-
ment. In the sectional tournament,
Dzunova was Cranford’s only win-
ner against Chatham.

“She is a strong server and hits the
ball hard,” Coach Melleno noted.

Senior Co-Captain Maggie Brown
had a strong season at second singles,
finishing 15-4 overall and 8-2 in the
conference. She also placed eighth in
the UCT.

According to Coach Melleno,

Brown, a four-year varsity player,
“Plays a consistent game and moves
the ball around with different speeds.”

Senior Liz Berry, a three-year var-
sity player, had a very strong season
at third singles, amassing a 16-4 over-
all record and finishing 9-1 in the
conference. She was selected Cougar
Athlete of the Week in mid Septem-
ber, and one week later placed sixth
in the UCT.

In the UCT, Berry had a marathon
two-set match with Voncy Ragin of
Union but prevailed, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3), to
advance to the fifth-place round,
where she dropped a 6-3, 6-4, deci-
sion to Scotch Plains-Fanwood SPF
Raider Alex Sullivan.

According to Coach Melleno, she
“plays a nice baseline game.”

Cougar senior Co-Captain Kristy
Daubert and junior Rachel Halek fin-
ished with a clean slate in the confer-
ence, going 9-0. They also finished
17-2 overall.

Daubert, a four-year varsity player,
“plays a solid net game and is the
leader on the doubles team,” Coach
Melleno pointed out.

Halek, a two-year varsity player,
“plays a nice baseline game. Rachel
and Kristy compliment each other

well. [They were], a very solid team
for two years,” Coach Melleno said.

In the UCT, Daubert and Halek had
a marathon three-set match with SPF
Raiders Alyssa Leyden and Hannah
Nizri, but prevailed, 4-6, 6-0, 6-2, to
advance to the fifth/sixth place round.
The pair went on to place fifth after
defeating A.L. Johnson’s Kate
Matthews and Elizabeth Zalewskie
in three sets, 6-2, 6-7 (7-5), forfeit.

Cougar seniors Lori Joseph and
Colleen Jones had a conference record
of 7-3 at second doubles and finished
with an overall 14-6 record. Joseph
was a two-year varsity starter at
doubles. Jones, in her first full season
at varsity, had some varsity experi-
ence last year. The pair placed eighth
in the UCT.

“They both started playing in the
ninth grade. They have accomplished
a lot as tennis players in such a little
time. Colleen plays well at the net
and Lori has a very good baseline
game. They played well together as a
team this year,” Coach Melleno said.

With five of the seven varsity start-
ers being seniors, it is expected that
there will be plenty of new faces
vying for the varsity positions next
year.

December 10-12
Fri 12/10

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

STUART LITTLE.  A full length musical based on the book by E.B. White.  Adapted for stage 

by Joseph Robinette.  Music by Ronna Frank.  Lyrics by Joseph Robinette & Ronna Frank. 

December 10-12
Fri 7:30p

Sat 1:30p, 4:30p, 7:30p
Sun 1:30p, 4:30p

New! Purchase tickets online:
www.cdctheatre.org

STUART LITTLE

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIFTH IN UNION COUNTY AT FIRST DOUBLES…Senior Kristy Daubert and her partner Rebecca Halek placed fifth
in the Union County Tournament at first doubles. The pair finished with a perfect 9-0 record in the conference and a 17-
2 record overall.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY COUGAR VOLLEYBALL TEAM CAPTAINS…Senior Tri-Captains Alexis Inselberg, No. 6, Katie Knorr, No. 9,
and Alex Bizub, No. 12, helped lead the Cougar girls volleyball team to a conference championship and a 17-8 record.
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Asm. Bramnick to Address
Historical Society Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick will present “Interpersonal
Skills, Past, Present, and Future” at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The lun-
cheon will begin at noon on Decem-
ber 1 at the Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

“Politicians constantly interact
with people and have developed a
unique interpersonal skill set,” said
Asm. Bramnick. He has spent years
recording the do’s and don’ts of in-
terpersonal communications and will
look at how interactions have changed
and can be improved.

Asm. Bramnick is a four-term
member of the New Jersey General
Assembly, representing District 21.
As Conference Leader, he is the sec-
ond-highest-ranking member of the
Republican Caucus in the Assembly.
He also is the ranking member of the
Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee and a member of the State
House Commission and Bipartisan
Leadership Committee.

A former member of the Plainfield
City Council, Mr. Bramnick also was
an assistant professor of business law
at Rider University and an adjunct

professor of business law at Rutgers
University.

Asm. Bramnick holds the title
“Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey”
after winning contests sponsored by
the Bar Association, and often volun-
teers his services as a comedic auc-
tioneer on behalf of many area non-
profit organizations.

He has been honored with the Out-
standing Legislator of the Year Award
from the New Jersey Society for En-
vironmental and Economic Develop-
ment; the Legislator of the Year Award
from the Food Council Committee
for Good Government; the 2009 Spirit
of the YMCA Award and the 2010
Government Leadership Award from
the Advocates for New Jersey His-
tory. Additionally, the National Fed-
eration of Independent Businesses
named him a “Guardian of Small
Business.”

Asm. Bramnick resides in Westfield
with his wife, Patricia, and has two
grown children, Brent and Abigail.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, November 29. The
cost of the luncheon is $18, including
gratuity.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 12/14/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Drainage Cleaning & Video Contract, North - 2011, Various
locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson,

Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10470
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 11/25/10, 12/2/10 and 12/9/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 12/14/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-Advertisement of Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, North - 2011,
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10494

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 11/25/10, 12/2/10 and 12/9/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 17th day of
December, 2010 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at nine o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 17th day of December, 2010, together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2010.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent  (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey , 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the munici-
pality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who
is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 17th day of December, 2010, exclusive of the lien for the year
2010 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield,  New Jersey

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 17, 2010

1. 5 Fairhill Road Sharpe, Larry & Susan 201/43 $  5,414.70
2. 1053 Lawrence Avenue Lawrence Avenue, LLC 304/11 $15,705.01
*3. 955 Lawrence Avenue Wissel, Conrad & Tina 304/17 $  1,504.58
4. 24 Barchester Way Berry, Glenn & Sally 308/1 $35,535.01
5. 367 Brightwood Avenue Pringle, Edward 701/8 $  3,236.56
6. 109 Dudley Avenue W Parsloe. Robert Joseph & Mary Lynn 1004/8 $ 17,422.03
7. 132 Lincoln Road Trask, Stephen & Megan 1006/15 $  9,329.07
8. 619 Kimball Avenue Khedr, Christine-Gadzera, Irene 1206/23 $  7,775.00
9. 209 Sunset Avenue Genievich, Jean 1902/15 $13,783.42
10. 201 Baker Avenue Buontempo, Anthony 2212/6 $19,844.33
*11. 618 Maye Street O’Brian, Theresa M. 2302/51 $     302.66
12. 728-734 South Avenue West Buontempo, Joseph, LLC 2510/5.01 $49,984.48
13. 440 West Broad Street Centennial Lodge #400 IBOP Elks 2512/27 $  3,520.88
14. 1020 South Avenue West   Buontempo, Joseph 2606/10 $18,286.87
15. 1016 South Avenue West   Buontempo, Joseph 2606/11 $16,444.49
16. 918 South Avenue West Journeyman Title Agency, Inc. 2606/18 $11,127.26
17. 115 Scotch Plains Ave No Taliaferro, Lucille & Evans, R 2704/20 $  6,280.50
18. 642 West Broad Street Barnes, James & Monroe, Mark 2709/21 $  8,184.35
19. 624 Downer Street Clavijo, Victor & Maria 2710/16 $  1,659.11
20. 601 First Street Aguirre, Donna Contreras M. 2802/1 $10,011.31
21. 214 Scotch Plains Avenue Morse, Norman & Nancy 2816/2 $10,309.44
22. 401 West Broad Street B & G Properties, A Partnership 2901/1 $  4,209.92
*23. 530 Summit Avenue Farrington, Robyn 3003/24 $     487.64
24. 220 Elmer Street CBK Realty LLC 3114/9 $25,253.87
25. 412 Elmer Street South Mormile, Antonio & Mary Ann 3207/6 $  1,219.89
26. 724 Sherman Street Rear Hirth, Edward & Diane 3405/2.08 $       64.63
27. 118 Cacciola Place Colonel, Lottie c/o N. Pringle 4001/4 $     423.50
28. 114 Livingston Street Furnari, Nancy J. 4001/16 $  1,444.32
29. 228 Windsor Avenue Henry, Lois 4001/61 $  4,725.44
30. 117 Myrtle Avenue Frasier, Sheila Est of 4001/94 $  5,914.20
31. 727 Central Avenue Patel, Hasmukh S-Patel, Mahendra C 4001/98 $16,915.34
32. 229 Windsor Avenue Winsor, Barbara Franklin 4004/43 $  1,263.81
33. 820 Carleton Road Buontempo, Anthony 4707/4 $14,416.49
34. 124 Grove Street East Allen, Craig J. & Juanita 4802/4 $  2,872.12
35. 152 Harrow Road DelMonico, Gerald & Joanne 4911/16 $ 8,295.47
36. 6 Byron Court Cort, James & Yvonne 5004/28 $ 8,441.10
37. 8 Manchester Drive Metz, Lillian D. Est Of 5004/37 $19,672.41
38. 454 Otisco Drive Genievich, Jean M. 5105/13 $13,435.04
39. 30 Genesee Trail Buontempo, Anthony 5112/26 $13,154.30
40. 12 North Wickom Drive Gabriel Estates, LLC 5203/13 $21,814.22
41. 101 Surrey Lane Genievich, Jean 5205/17 $11,894.89
42. 132 Cambridge Road Junno, Anna Mae 5717/1 $15,225.02
*sidewalk or curbing assessment

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

4 T - 11/18, 11/25, 12/02 & 12/9/10, The Leader Fee: $558.96

Facial Reality Spa and Salon
Opens Westfield Location

Pat Brading

WESTFIELD – Pat Brading, one
of the area’s leading skin care profes-
sionals, has opened her own
spa and salon on Lenox Av-
enue.

Says Ms. Brading, “This
is a dream come true for me.
At last, I can offer clients
top-level services in an envi-
ronment I have created with
them in mind.” Ms. Brading
is well known in Westfield,
having located Facial Real-
ity within several salons over
the past 14 years.

Ms. Brading has more than 20 years
of experience in skin care, waxing,
sugaring and makeup design. She has

recently added detoxifying body treat-
ments, which incorporate

aromatherapy to regulate
fluid balance and eliminate
cellulite. Only the finest pro-
fessional products are used
for every service, including
natural and organic skin care
lines. Clients receive per-
sonalized care, including
facials tailored to their spe-
cific needs.

Ms. Brading and her staff
invite everyone to stop by
for a cup of coffee and a tour

of her new facility.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Spirit Today in America Is Being
Undermined By Talking Heads on TV
“These are the times that try men’s

souls. The summer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of their country; but he
that stands by it now, deserves the love
and thanks of man and woman.” Thomas
Paine, December 23, 1776.

Thomas Paine, often called “The Fa-
ther of the American Revolution,” could
have been talking about today. There is
an optimistic determination in his words
and we need to heed them, especially on
Thanksgiving Day. We must affirm and
reaffirm the future and not listen to the
naysayers who tell us that it cannot be
done, that our country has peaked, as I
have heard some unfortunately say on
television, that we must pass the baton to
other countries, that the Statue of Liberty
no longer beckons “the homeless tem-
pest-tost” Emma Lazarus referred to in
her poem “The New Colossus.”

The United States will always be “the
new colossus.” We are a land of 3,790,000
square miles with a vast cornucopia of
resources, with a population of
310,000,000 talented and hard-working
people, with a constitutional system of
democracy the envy of the world. We are
the people who built the Hoover Dam and
the interstate highway system. We are the
people who put a man on the moon and
brought him safely home. We are the
people who have solved social problems
many countries have not even begun to
explore.

Are we to forget, after all we have been
through, economic depressions, world
wars, domestic strife, civil war, that we
are America “the beautiful?” Are we to
forget the “spacious skies,” “the amber
waves of grain,” the “purple mountains
majesties,” “the fruited plain,” the “ala-
baster cities gleam?”

In times of national trouble and crisis,
we have always come through even stron-
ger. We must not falter in believing that
our best days are still ahead of us.

President Ronald Reagan’s speech,
“The Shining City On A Hill,” January
25, 1974, should be must reading for
every American of whatever political
belief. He said that we still are “the shin-
ing city on a hill. We are not a sick
society.” And President Jimmy Carter’s
unfortunately criticized “Malaise” speech,
July 15,1979, should also be required
reading, however one views his policies.
He concluded by saying, “Whenever you
have a chance, say something good about
our country.”

Mortimer Zuckerman, the owner of
The New York Post and the editor-in-
chief of U.S. News and World Report,
wrote in The Wall Street Journal’s “Opin-
ion Journal,” August 10, 2010, “Our brief
national encounter with optimism is now
well and truly over.” He was referring to
efforts to rebuild the nation’s economy.
Mr. Zuckerman has it wrong. American
optimism is eternal. He does a disservice
by suggesting otherwise. Yes, the coun-
try has serious economic problems. Yes,
unemployment is high. Yes, we are at

war. No, “the political scene” is “not
downright depressing.” No, “We” do not
“have a paralyzed system.”

We are not like the “old soldier” Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur called himself
in his farewell address to Congress, April
19,1951, who will “just fade away.” Read
the words of Benjamin Franklin as he
waited to sign the Constitution on Sep-
tember 17,1789 in Philadelphia. “I have
often looked at that picture behind the
President without being able to tell
whether it was rising or setting. Now at
length I have the happiness to know that
it is indeed a rising, not a setting sun.”

Our democracy works. It always has.
But if we continue to say we cannot do it,
our political world is depressing, our sys-
tem of government is paralyzed, then we
surely will be in trouble and perhaps even
fail.

We can learn from Winston Churchill,
who led his people to victory during the
dark days of the Second World War,
when his country was ravaged by U-
boats at sea, bombed by the Luftwaffe at
home, and humiliated by having to evacu-
ate its army at Dunkirk. On October
29,1941 he visited Harrow School, his
alma mater, to listen to the old songs he
had sung when he was a young student
there. He was asked to speak to the stu-
dents. He said, “Never, ever, ever, ever,
ever, ever give up. Never give up. Never
give up. Never give up.”

Churchill also once said, “The pessi-
mist sees the problems in every opportu-
nity. Whereas the optimist sees the op-
portunity in every problem.” He addressed
the British House of Commons on June
4,1940, “We shall not flag or fail. We
shall go on to the end.” He finished with
his famous words about fighting on the
seas and oceans, on the beaches, on the
landing fields, in the streets, in the hills.
“We shall never surrender….”

Who speaks this way today? Churchill
was not speaking as a politician. He was
not out to win votes. He was not con-
cerned if the House of Commons liked or
disliked what he said. After all, he had
been a political pariah in the 1930s for
calling for British rearmament instead of
appeasement of the Nazi thug. He did not
listen to the pollsters.

He knew the victory was possible,
likely, probable, unquestionable if only
the people had faith in themselves and in
their country. And they did. And they
won against nearly insurmountable odds.

Where is that spirit today in America?
It is there but it is being undermined. Just
listen to the talking heads on television
and radio. President Kennedy did not
use the phrase “New Frontier” for noth-
ing. There was the sense, whatever one
may have thought of his policies, that
there is a new frontier ahead of us. But
only if we come together as a country
and believe in it and leave aside self-
interest.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Recent Program Provided Insight Into
Palestinian Feelings Toward Israel

Reporting on the Middle East is almost
as controversial as the issues that divide
the region. For some real facts, check out
Palestinian Media Watch (PMW). PMW
reports what Palestinians say on TV, print
in their papers and teach in the schools
(www.palwatch.org.) This information
gives everyone unbiased factual infor-
mation. I think it’s the most reliable source
available.

PMW Director Itamar Marcus and
PMW analyst Nan Jacques Zilberdik
spoke to about 60 people at Temple Beth
O’r/Beth Torah in Clark on Thursday,
November 18. I wish more members of
our community had the opportunity to
learn about his work. His presentation
was riveting, as he demonstrated through
real video clips the vicious propaganda
promulgated not just by Hamas, but also
by Palestinian Authority Chairman
Mahmoud Abbas and Fatah.

If you want to see the real roadblock to
peace, check out www.palwatch.org.
Abbas holds a stone rendering of his
emerging state. The shape unmistakable:
not Palestine of pre-1967 borders, as is
often discussed in the peace talks. The
stone sculpture, recognizable to anyone,
is the State of Israel. Where is the possi-
bility of a two-state solution in this ges-
ture? This gesture makes clear the inten-
tion of the Palestinian movement.

In several Palestinian TV quiz pro-
grams, Palestinians were asked to name
several large Palestinian cities. Tel Aviv
and Haifa were often among the correct
prize-winning answers. These are Israeli
cities, which are not within any proposed
Palestinian state.

Perhaps more telling of all: as recently
as 1995, more than 80 percent of all
Palestinians considered Israel the most
respected democracy in the world (Israel
scored higher than the USA.) Fast for-
ward, today more than 80 percent of all
Palestinians think Israel has no right to
exist, and they support the terrorist mur-
der of eight yeshiva boys in Jerusalem in

2008. The boys were non-combatants
who likely would never have served in
the IDF for religious reasons.

To those who think Israel is the bully,
standing in the way of peace, direct them
to Palestinian Media Watch. The work of
this NGO has persuaded the Canadian
government, and others, of the facts on
the ground. This information helps the
international community to sharpen its
focus on the real impediment to peace,
propaganda.

Susan Lewis Knopf
Warren

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
THIS EAGLE SOARS…Head of Ora-
tory Prep School Robert Costello pre-
sents Westfield resident Joe Macri with
a certificate lauding his outstanding
efforts in social studies. The son of
Theresa and Steve Macri, Joe recently
was named an AP Scholar with Dis-
tinction by the College Board’s Ad-
vanced Placement Program for earn-
ing an average score of at least 3.5 out
of a possible 5 on five or more Ad-
vanced Placement exams he took. Joe
currently attends Boston College.

Local Oratory Teen
Macri Wins Awards

SUMMIT – Joe Macri, a Westfield
resident, is one of six students from
the Class of 2010 at Oratory Prep
School in Summit named as an AP
Scholar with Distinction.

To achieve that status from the Col-
lege Board’s Advanced Placement Pro-
gram, students needed to earn an aver-
age score of at least 3.5 out of a possible
score of 5 on all Advanced Placement
exams taken and scores of 3 or higher
on five or more of these exams.

In addition to his AP Scholar with
Distinction award, Joe was cited by his
school in the field of social studies at
the end of the school year at the Bacca-
laureate ceremony at the Canoe Brook
Country Club.

Alumni Assoc. Proud
Of SP-F Robotics Team

To the members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Alumni Associa-
tion: just a brief note to tell you how much
the members of the [SPFHS] Alumni
Association present were of the display
of your robot at our September 21 meet-
ing.

With all the criticism now prevalent
regarding public education, we wish that
all critics could be treated to the marvel-
ous display of talent and ability shown by
this group of students.

Wishing you all success with future
undertakings as well as in career choices
in the future.

Laura D. Swidersky
Scotch Plains

BABYSITTER WANTED

W’field family seeking after school
babysitter, M-Th 3:00 - 6:30pm.
Clean NJ DL and References req.

(908) 917-0548

P/T RECEPTIONIST

Temp. position needed for tax
season Jan 14-Apr 15.
Experienced receptionist w/ light
clerical for busy Fanwood CPA
office. Hours M-F 3pm-7pm.
Knowledge of QuickBooks
software and Tax return collating
helpful. Call (908) 889-9500

SURGICAL COORDINATOR

Seeking full time Surgical
Coordinator/Medical Tech. for
busy Orthopaedic practice in
Union. Medical experience a must!
Applicant must be outgoing, detail
oriented, self-motivated and
dependable. No weekends, some
evenings, Monday-Friday. Duties
include, insurance verification and
authorization, surgical scheduling,
patient history, computer work,
filing, phones, etc. Position offers
great benefits package.

Serious applicants only.
Send Resumes to
(908) 686-3475 or

call (908) 686-6665 ext. 816
to schedule an interview.

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

Lovely appointed home in
Schackamaxon section featuring
Kindel, Chippendale style dining
rm table & chairs, decorator living
rm furn, chandeliers, Tiffany Ster-
ling nut dishes, Pottery Barn
bedrms, rugs, home off. furn,
children’s itms, cast iron garden
urns, Dept 56, smalls, Trek mtn bike,
outdr furn. Numbers out 8am Fri.
649 Nottingham Pl, Westfield

Fri, Nov 26 & Sat, Nov 27
9:30am-4pm

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trustworthy,
honest, reliable house cleaning.
Very hard working & detail ori-
ented. Take pleasure in what I like
to do. 6 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

ENGLISH TUTOR

Charles Dodge, Kean University
Graduate B.A. degree in English
Education available to tutor your
student after school. Prior teaching
experience and willing to drive to
your location. Contact me for
inquiries. (908) 233-0021

BAY HEAD RENTAL

Pristine Home for Rent, East Ave,
Ocean Views, Steps to Bridge/
Howe Guarded Beaches, Walk to
Town, Bay & Lake, 6 BRooms,
3.5 Bths, Fr Porch, Bk Deck, CAC,
Fin. Basement w/ Ldry Room.
Avail to Rent Weekly or Monthly
for May, June, July, Aug, Sept &
Oct. Pls Call (973) 727-8978 for
all inquires. EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARER

Temp for tax season 2/14/11 -
4/15/11. Tax Preparer - 5 yrs
experience for Fanwood CPA
office. 15 hrs/wk-flexible schedule.

Call (908) 889-9500

WE CONVERT VHS TO DVD

Let us convert your VHS/VHS-C
home movies onto a DVD for
memories that will last a lifetime!
Holiday Special $15.00/DVD.

Call (908) 347-1660
Computer Tutors, Inc., TODAY!

Sale expires 12/17/2010.

MEDICAL MASSAGE
Westfield - Do you have lower
back pain or does Sciatica
bother you? Would you like 5
years more in your life?

Call Jason
cell  (908) 487-8375

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Immaculate office seeks assistant
for Thursday evenings. Potential
for more hours if desired.

Please call (732) 424-1111

10 HOMES $399K FOR ALL!

10 single family homes,
$399,000. Will separate. Good
condition, Good neighborhood.
Immediate cash flow, Huge ROI

(908) 306-0203

Bill of Rights Should
Not Be Trumped
By War of Terror

The fourth amendment to the U.S.
Constitution states the following: “The
right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and effects against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated and no warrants shall
issue but upon probable cause supported
by oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched and
the person to be seized.”

Since 2001, with the passage of laws
like the Patriot Act and with new and
intrusive technologies like body scanners
at airports making its way into the light,
one must wonder if the fourth amend-
ment is still applicable today. Sadly, there
are many politicians, judges and political
pundits (progressives, “moderates,” and
conservatives) that are saying that it does
not. These people, all of them, state be-
cause of the war on terror, and because of
safety concerns, all this trumps the Bill of
Rights. I find this to be very much to I find
this to be very much to be wrong.

If the Constitution is the law of the
land, then it must be treated as such.
There can be no deviation, no cutting of
corners and no setting aside the law for
any purpose, noble or evil. The choice is
clear to me: follow the law or be ruled by
fiat. I choose to follow the Constitution,
which is and always will be the law.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth



Page 16  Thursday, November 25, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

C.H.I.L.D. to Feature
Special Needs Trusts
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

C.H.I.L.D. Organization will offer a
program on Special Needs Trusts that
parents can establish to ensure care
for their disabled children. It will
take place on Wednesday, December
1, from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located
at 430 Park Avenue.

Daniel Kaplan and Michael Sprung
with AXA Advisors will present “Plan
for the Future: Have Peace of Mind
by Protecting Your Child’s Assets.”
There is no charge to attend this meet-
ing and all are welcome.

Professionals registered with
C.H.I.L.D. also can earn Professional
Development Hours for Continuing
Education. Those interested in at-
tending are asked to respond by call-
ing (908) 322-4020.

With the holiday season approach-
ing, attendees are asked to bring one
unwrapped present for a child or a
teenager in need. C.H.I.L.D. will de-
liver these gifts to local charity groups
in Scotch Plains for distribution. For
more information, visit childorgspf.org.

C.H.I.L.D. is a volunteer, non-profit
organization dedicated to providing
advocacy, help, resources and sup-
port to children and their families
where there is a learning difference,
challenge or disability.

Parents’ Guild to Hold
‘Peppermint Boutique’

CLARK – The Parents’ Guild of
Mother Seton Regional High School
will sponsor its annual “Peppermint
Boutique” Craft Fair on Saturday,
December 4, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the school.

More than 100 crafters will display
original handmade crafts, including
unique Victorian items, as well as in-
door and outdoor holiday decorations.

The kitchen will be open all day.
Admission and parking will be free.
Mother Seton Regional High School is
located at One Valley Road in Clark,
Exit 135 off the Garden State Parkway.

Chelsea Event to Offer
Theater and Shopping
FANWOOD – Members of the

public are invited to a theater and
holiday shopping event on Saturday,
December 11, at The Chelsea at
Fanwood assisted living residence.
The Chelsea is located at 295 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

The program will include a holi-
day production staged by The Senior
Acting Class, directed by Les Minski,
and holiday shopping for clothing,
handbags, jewelry and scarves. Shop-
ping will begin at 1:30 p.m., with the
production starting at 2:30 p.m. Re-
sponses are always appreciated. To
respond, call (908) 654-5200.

Trinity Episcopal Announces
Breakfast With Santa Event
CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-

copal Church will present Break-
fast with Santa on Saturday, De-
cember 4, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in
the church’s Sherlock Hall. The
church is located at North and For-
est Avenues in Cranford.

The festivities will include a pan-
cake breakfast and an opportunity
for children to have their picture
taken with Santa, as well as a gift
basket raffle, 50/50 drawing,
wreaths and greens sale and face
painting.

“It is a great event for the whole
family; everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentess, Breakfast
With Santa event coordinator. “The
gift baskets are beautiful and there
is something for everyone.”

Breakfast will be $5 per person,
and photos with Santa will be $7.
Everyone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.

The Trinity Episcopal Church has
been serving the needs of Cranford
area families since 1872. The church
building is in the final stages of a

$2-million renovation that is due to
be completed in December 2010.
Sunday services have been con-
ducted at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. during
the renovations in Sherlock Hall,
located behind the church building.

The first service in the newly reno-
vated church building is scheduled
for Sunday, December 5. The Rever-
end Gina Walsh-Minor, rector of the
Trinity Episcopal Church, is the cel-
ebrant. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047.

Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Advent, Christmas Events

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced its
Advent and Christmas services and
programs. Advent will begin this
Sunday, November 28, with the light-
ing of the first Advent candle at the
regular 10 a.m. service. The Rever-
end David Jahnke, senior pastor, will
officiate.

A Heifer Market will be held on
Sunday, December 5, at 11 a.m. in
Westminster Hall. The children of
the Sunday school will sell shares of
different animals for Heifer Interna-

tional. Heifer is a non-profit, humani-
tarian organization dedicated to end-
ing hunger and poverty and caring
for the Earth by providing livestock
and training to those in need. Recipi-
ents agree to “pass on the gift” of one
or more of their animal’s offspring to
others. A card and note is given to
those who purchase shares of ani-
mals as gifts. The public is invited to
come to this market.

On Sunday, December 19, a pro-
gram of Lessons and Carols will be
presented during the regular 10 a.m.
worship time. The program will in-
clude choral and congregational
Christmas music. Janice Haer will
direct the sanctuary choir. A potluck
luncheon will follow in the dining
room.

Two Christmas Eve services will be
held on Friday, December 24. The
family service at 5 p.m. will include a
Christmas pageant presented by chil-
dren age 4 to fifth grade. At 11 p.m.,
there will be a candlelight commun-
ion service preceded by special Christ-
mas music beginning at 10:45 p.m.

Everyone is invited to attend all or
any of these services. The church is
located on the corner of Martine,
LaGrande and Marian Avenues. For
more information, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

F-SP Rotary to Commence
Luminary Sale December 4
FANWOOD – The Rotary Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold
its annual sale of luminary kits for
illuminating streets and sidewalks
on Christmas Eve. Luminaries will
be sold at the Fanwood Public Works
Garage on Manfra Way, opposite
the Fanwood Memorial Library at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The sale will start on Saturday,
December 4, and continue on sub-
sequent Saturdays and Sundays,
concluding on Friday, December
24. Sale hours will be 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., except December 24, which
will be 9 a.m. to noon only.

As in previous years, kits will
cost 50 cents apiece in quantities of
50 or more (60 cents per kit for
smaller quantities). Kits include a
candle and paper bag for casting a
holiday glow. Sand to ballast the
bags will be available at the
Fanwood garage as well, with local
Boy Scouts available to help load
car trunks.

“Because we’re offering a lower
price for quantities of 50 or more
kits, we hope that customers will
consider buying generous quanti-
ties, for example, to line a curb
where neighbors may be away from
home during the holidays,” said Neil

Schembre, Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Luminary Chairman.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains meets weekly for lunch
on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. at the
Stage House Restaurant, located at
366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Guests are welcome and may con-
tact Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-
3175 or membership@fsprotary.org.

HOLIDAY TREAT…The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford will hold its
annual Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 4, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in
the church’s Sherlock Hall. Pictured with Santa are Kate, Will Christian and
Luke Robinson of Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE BY AUCTION

OPEN SALE AT AUCTION FOR AN ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE EASE-
MENT ALONG WRIGHT STREET, OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, AND NOT RE-
QUIRED FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-
13(A) ET SEQ.

On December 10, 2010, at 11:00 A.M. at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building located
at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, the Township of Scotch Plains
will hold an open sale at auction to sell and access and maintenance easement along
Wright Street owned by the Township and not needed for public use.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
RESTRICTIONS:

1. The Township of Scotch Plains is the owner of Wright Street, an unimproved paper
street located along the northerly side of Old Raritan Road measuring approximately 50
feet wide by 435 feet in length.  The Township of Scotch Plains desires to sell and access
and maintenance easement along Wright Street (the “Easement”). (note: No metes and
bound descriptions will be supplied; successful bidder is to prepare and submit a metes
and bounds description of the Easement for review by the Assistant Township Engineer
for inclusion in the Easement).

2. The Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains has determined it to be in
the public interest to sell said Easement by open public sale at auction to the highest
bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(a).

3. The Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains declares the Easement to
be surplus property and not needed for public use.

4. The sale of the Easement by open public sale at auction to the highest bidder by not
later than thirty (30) days from the date a contract for sale (the “Contract”) is authorized
by formal resolution of the Township Council and signed by the Mayor and Township
Clerk. The sale shall be held at 11:00 December 10, 2010, at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

5. This constitutes an invitation for bids published in accordance with the law. A bid for
the Easement may be accepted in accordance with the terms and conditions of this
invitation for bids. All bids shall satisfy any requirements and meet any terms and
conditions of this invitation for bids.

6. The following conditions for the sale of the Easement apply:
(a) The highest bidder will be the purchaser, subject to the provisions below.
(b) Prior to commencement of the auction, every person who wishes to bid on the

Easement will be required to provide to the person conducting the auction or to his or her
assistant, cash or a certified check in the amount of $1,000.00, payable to either the
“Township of Scotch Plains” or to the name of the bidder (checks made payable to the
bidder are to be endorsed to the Township of Scotch Plains if the bidder is the successful
bidder) as a security deposit. Persons who have not presented such cash or certified
check will not be permitted to bid.

Any person bidding on behalf of a corporation or limited liability company must either
submit a copy of a Resolution or letter on its business stationary signed by the President
or Managing Member of the entity authorizing the bidder to bid on the property on behalf
of the entity. A person bidding on behalf of a Partnership or using a Trade Name must
submit a letter of authorization from the other majority partners and certifying their
ownership interest, and in the event of the use of a Trade Name, a copy of the filed
Certificate of Trade Name.

(c) The Township will only accept bids calling for an all cash purchase of the Easement.
Full payment of the purchase price must be received within 30 days of the date the
Purchaser receives notice from the Township that all conditions of the Contract of Sale
have been satisfied. The successful bidder will be required to pay, by either cash or by
certified check, a deposit equal to ten (10%) percent of the purchase price, less the
deposits referenced in 6(b) above, within three business days of acceptance of the
successful bid, with the balance to be paid by either cash or certified check at closing.
Pending closing of title, this contract deposit and the deposit referenced in 6(b) above will
be held by the Township of Warren in an non-interest bearing escrow account, with the
total deposit (excluding interest) to be credited to the purchase price at closing.

(d) The sale of the Easement is being made subject to the terms, conditions, restrictions
and limitations of the Contract, which is on file with the Township Clerk, including but not
limited to the following terms and conditions:

1. The Successful Bidder will be responsible for costs associated with relocating any
utility pole and/or fire hydrant along Old Raritan Road at the Wright Street frontage;

2. The Successful Bidder will be required to replace the existing granite block street
curb with drop curbs along Old Raritan Road at the Wright Street frontage;

3. The Successful Bidder will be required to pave Wright Street as follows:
a. A bituminous concrete road surface of at least 18 feet in width and 350 feet in length

to allow access for emergency vehicles.
b. The bituminous road surface must conform to RSIS pavement thickness as follows:

1) 6 inch thick roadstone; 2)  3 ½ inch thick hot mix asphalt stabilized base course; and
3) 1 and 1/2 inch thick hot mix asphalt surface course;

4. The Successful Bidder shall be required to install a public fire hydrant on Wright
Street along the frontage of Lots 1 & 2 in Block 16303, as located on a municipal tax map,
at a location to be determined by the Township’s Fire Chief. The Township shall pay all
annual water charges associated with said fire hydrant, once installed, and be respon-
sible for its ongoing maintenance;

5. The Successful Bidder shall be required to obtain any and all necessary permits from

the NJDEP for any construction within the environmentally sensitive areas of Wright
Street prior to start of said construction. The Township will sign any required applications
to the DEP as the owner and/or co-applicant. If the Successful Bidder is unable to obtain
such NJDEP permits, the successful bidder shall be entitled to a full refund of any monies
paid to the Township;

6. The Successful Bidder shall be responsible for the maintenance of the Easement,
including its perpetual repair, snow, ice and other obstruction removal, and repaving as
necessary and as required by the Township’s Engineering Department from time to time.
Said maintenance obligation shall be set forth in the Easement to be prepared by the
Township Attorney and shall be binding upon successors of the Buyer; and

7. The Successful Bidder shall be required to complete all improvements set forth
above no later than twenty-four (24) months from the date the award is made by the
Township Council. If the Successful Bidder has not completed the improvements within
said twenty-four (24) month time frame, unless such time frame is extended by the
Township Council, the Easement shall automatically revert to the Township and all rights
of the Successful Bidder thereto shall terminate and be of no further legal force or effect.
In such event, no portion of the amount paid to the Township for the Easement shall be
refunded to the successful bidder.

8. Closing shall occur on or before thirty (30) days from the date the Contract is
authorized by Resolution of the Township Council and the Contract is signed by the
Mayor and Township Clerk. The notification (the “Closing Notification”) shall be in writing,
mailed to the Buyer’s address set forth above and shall designate the date, time and place
of closing. The closing will be held at the Township’s offices located at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jerset 07076.

9. The Easement is being sold in an “AS IS” “WHERE-IS” condition. The successful
bidder is responsible for conducting any and all inspections and testing of Wright Street
at its own cost and expense.

All bids must satisfy any requirements and meet any terms and conditions of the
Contract of Sale. The successful bidder will execute the Contract upon completion of
bidding and its payment of the required deposit. To execute the Contract, the bidder shall
properly execute the Contract in the signature spaces at the end. Failure to execute the
Contract properly shall not affect the obligation of the successful bidder or the validity of
the sale. At closing, the Easement shall be delivered to the Buyer. No other documents
shall be delivered at the Closing. Buyer shall deliver the balance of the purchase price
for the Easement.

(e) In the event that the successful bidder fails to close title to the Easement, the bidder
shall forfeit all deposit monies made to the Township. No refunds whatsoever will be
made by the Township of Scotch Plains in the event that the successful bidder fails to
complete the purchase of the Easement within thirty (30) days from the date the Contract
is authorized by Resolution of the Township Council and the Contract is signed by the
Mayor and Township Clerk.

(f) The purchaser(s) shall pay the cost of recording fees.
(g) The purchaser shall be responsible for attorney’s fees, survey fees , if any and costs.
(h) The Township reserves the right to accept the highest responsive bid if equal to or

greater than the minimum bid price, or to reject all bids at the public sale and not to award
to the highest bidder. The Township reserves the right to waive any and all defects and
informalities in any proposal, and to accept or reject the highest responsible and
responsive bid deemed to be in the best interest of the Township.

The Township’s acceptance or rejection of bids shall be made not later than at the
second regular Township Council meting following the auction. No bid shall be consid-
ered finally accepted until passage by the Township Council of a Resolution accepting
such bid.

(i) With respect to the sale of the Easement herein, NO real estate commission is owed.
(j) The Easement is being sold “AS IS” “WHERE IS”. The Easement is sold subject

to existing encumbrances, liens, easements, zoning ordinances, other restrictions of
record, such facts as an accurate survey would reveal and any present or future
assessments for the construction of improvements benefiting the Easement. A survey of
the Easement may be conducted by any prospective bidder, at its discretion, as part of
its due diligence.

(k) Any material prepared and distributed in connection with this auction sale is for
convenience purposes only and is intended to give prospective bidders a general
understanding of the condition, location and size of the Easement. The Township of
Scotch Plains is not responsible for errors that may appear in such materials. Each
prospective bidder is urged to thoroughly research and examine Wright Street prior to
placing a bid.

(l) BIDDER(S) SHALL AGREE TO INDEMNIFY AND SAVE HARMLESS THE
TOWNSHIP AND ANY OF ITS OFFICIALS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, ASSIGNS,
DESIGNEES, AGENTS OR CONTRACTORS AND THE AUCTIONEER, REAL ES-
TATE BROKER AND ANY OF ITS OFFICIALS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, ASSIGNS,
DESIGNEES, AGENTS OR CONTRACTORS FOR ANY DISCREPANCIES OF ANY
TYPE AND FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS OF ANY TYPE IN PRINT, ADVER-
TISING OR ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FOR ANY REPRESENTATIONS OR STIPULA-
TIONS, ORAL OR WRITTEN. THE TOWNSHIP MAKES NO WARRANTY OR REPRE-
SENTATION, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE  CONDITION OF
WRIGHT STREET.

(m) The Township has compiled this Notice to benefit prospective purchasers. To the
best of the Township’s knowledge, the information contained in the Notice is accurate.
The Township and any of its officials, officers, employees, assigns, designees, agents
or contractors shall not assume any liability for inaccuracies and respectfully instructs all
interested parties to independently verify this information.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC  - TOWNSHIP CLERK
2 T - 11/25/10 & 12/2/10, The Times Fee: $534.48

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 12/14/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Long Life Pavement Markings Contract, North – 2011; Various
locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson,

Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10454
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 11/25/10, 12/2/10 and 12/9/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS…Señora Bronna Lipton’s fourth-grade Spanish classes
at Evergreen School in Scotch Plains studied about the upcoming Mexican
holiday Día de los Muertos, which remembers the lives of family and friends. The
students were able to take their learning one step further by participating in a
traditional Mexican cultural activity, typical of the holiday. Pictured are some of
her students showing off their freshly painted sugar skulls, donated by Tinga
Taquería in Westfield.

Workshop Designed to Quiet
Fears About Cost of College
CRANFORD – Complete College

Planning Solutions will hold a free
community workshop for parents of
college-bound high-school students
on strategies for maximizing a
family’s financial aid and lowering
out-of-pocket costs.

This workshop will be held at 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, December 1, at
the Cranford Public Library, located
at 224 Walnut Avenue, and will re-
veal what all parents of seniors, jun-
iors and sophomores need to know as
they take on the challenge of apply-
ing to, being accepted at and paying
for college. Parents from any school
district are invited to attend.

Complete College Planning Solu-
tions details how to get the maximum
amount of financial aid a family is
entitled to, so they pay the least amount
out-of-pocket, regardless of income
level. This information is not readily
available, and even the experts may
not be savvy to this new “niche” of
college planning and financing.

Historically, more than 90 percent
of New Jersey families overpay for
college. Equally as important to a
child’s success, Complete College
Planning Solutions provides guidance
on locating the correct fit academi-
cally between the child and an insti-
tution of higher learning.

Co-founded by Ian Welham of
Westfield, the company demonstrates
how either a private and/or public
education is affordable and attain-
able for middle-class families.

This workshop will be taught by

Mr. Welham and will include the three
biggest mistakes New Jersey parents
make when planning for college that
cost them thousands of dollars; how
to pick colleges that will give the best
financial-aid packages; how to get
college aid even if one has a “B”
student; how to send a child to a top-
tier private university for less than
the cost of a state school, and how to
pay for college in a failing economy
without relying on 529 plans, expen-
sive private student loans or winning
the lottery.

The discussion will also center on
how to solve the cash-flow crunch of
paying for college and saving for
retirement at the same time.

The last seminar Complete Col-
lege Planning Solutions held had more
than 200 attendees. Ann Marie and
Bob Centrella of Westfield, two of
the attendees, remarked, “Through
their expert advice, we are able to
maximize our time, money and re-
sources while minimizing our stress.
It is a welcomed service in any [fi-
nancial] environment, but especially
in today’s.”

Reservations are suggested because
seating is limited and often sell out.
To reserve a seat online, visit
myacfa.com, or call (908) 857-4200.
All families who attend will receive
the online version of “Cash for Col-
lege,” the best-selling book on col-
lege planning and funding, plus a
checklist entitled “The Top 10
Strengths and Experiences Colleges
Look For in a High School Student.”

MothUP Session on Tap
At Library December 1

judges, chosen from the audience,
gives a score. To get a better idea of
how this evening works, participants
are encouraged to visit themoth.org
for inspiration.

The Moth, a not-for-profit
storytelling organization, was
founded in New York in 1997 by poet
and novelist George Dawes Green,
who wanted to recreate the feeling of
sultry summer evenings on his native
St. Simon’s Island, Ga., where he and
a small circle of friends would gather
to share stories. The first “Moth”
evening took place in his living room
in New York.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. This program is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register,
visit wmlnj.org and click on Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

Garwood Tree Lighting
On Tap December 4

GARWOOD – The Borough of
Garwood will host its annual tree-light-
ing ceremony on Saturday, December
4, at 6 p.m. The rain date is Sunday,
December 5, at 5 p.m. Hot chocolate
and doughnuts will be available.

Santa Claus will join visitors for the
lighting of the tree and songs. Event
organizers have asked that attendees
leave their pets at home in the interest
of safety of children and visitors.

WESTFIELD – Storytellers and
writers are invited to the Westfield
Memorial Library on Wednesday,
December 1, at 7 p.m. for another
session of MothUP, a new type of
storytelling event. The theme for the
evening will be “A Sense of Wonder,”
focusing on subjects that truly in-
spired or awed the storyteller.

Inspired by the popularity of New
York City’s “The Moth,” this pro-
gram is an event in which people get
up and tell five-minute, true stories
that are based on a particular theme.
All the stories are told in front of an
audience, without notes, scripts or
cheat sheets, and should be a true,
first person account.

The names of 10 individuals from
the audience who have prepared sto-
ries are picked randomly from a hat.
Each storyteller has five minutes to
share his or her story. A team of

Hetfield House Plans
Gingerbread Event

MOUNTAINSIDE – The historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, will hold its Ginger-
bread Open House on Sunday, De-
cember 12, from 1 to 4 p.m.

“This has grown to be one of the
most popular events that we conduct
every fall,” said Scott Daniels, chair-
man of the Mountainside Historic
Preservation Committee. “Last year,
we must have hosted over 100 guests,
many of them children.”

Volunteer committee members
have completely decorated the house
to celebrate the event, including the
replacement of curtains throughout
the home.

On October 16 and 17, the Hetfield
House once again was among the
tour venues during Union County’s
“Four Centuries in a Weekend” event.
The festivities also included an an-
nual pie-baking contest. Winners
were Debbie Boehmer, Bill Quick
and Karen Massa. Recipes are avail-
able on the Hetfield House website:
mountainsidehistory.org.

For more information, call Carol
Goggi at (908) 789-9420.
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San Martino Campanile,
taken in Burano, Venice,
Italy in September 2009. 

December 10-12
Fri 12/10

Sat 10/9, 10/16, 10/23: 8p

Sun Mat 10/17: 2p

New! Purchase tickets online at:
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

STUART LITTLE.  A full length musical based on the book by E.B. White.  Adapted for stage 

by Joseph Robinette.  Music by Ronna Frank.  Lyrics by Joseph Robinette & Ronna Frank. 

December 10-12
Fri 7:30p

Sat 1:30p, 4:30p, 7:30p
Sun 1:30p, 4:30p

New! Purchase tickets online:
www.cdctheatre.org

STUART LITTLE

CDC Community Theatre
78 Winans Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

Jayne Book Salomon Adds
To Arcadia’s ‘Image’ Series
To Appear at Book Signing This Sat.

WESXTFIELD – Westfield Leader
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
columnist Jayne Book Salomon an-
nounced the arrival of her book,
“Westfield,” which joins the series,
“Images of America.”

Ms. Salomon, announcing her
book, told The Leader and The
Times, “It has been a long year of
research and hard work, so it is with
great pleasure that I announce the
arrival of Arcadia’s new book
‘Westfield.’”

“Since no book of this sort has
been in existence for approximately
10 years, this is a very exciting time
not only for Arcadia but for myself
as well,” the author said.

Westfield is a thriving suburban
community, rich in history, culture,
and civic pride. Located just 22
miles outside of New York City, it is
affectionately known as “Colonial
Westfield.” In 1720, English immi-
grants settled the “West Fields” of
Elizabeth Town.

During the Revolutionary War, sev-
eral altercations with the Red Coats
took place here. Not only did George
Washington stop in Westfield during
the Revolutionary War, but it is be-
lieved he slept at the home of one of
the town’s forefathers.

After the advent of the railroad in
mid-1800s, the small but productive
farming village gradually developed
into the attractive upscale commu-
nity it is today.

Known for its high standards in
education, emphasis on the arts and
religious and civic institutions,
Westfield is one of the few suburban
towns in New Jersey that continues to
maintain an active downtown shop-
ping area, complete with a major
department store. With approximately

50 restaurants, it draws visitors from
all over the state.

Ms. Salomon is a freelance writer
with a monthly food column in the
Leader/Times. She is a member of the
board of trustees of the Westfield
Historical Society, where most of the
images for this book were acquired.
Their extensive collection dates back
to the 19th century.

The Town Book Store in Westfield
announced a meet and greet with Ms.
Salomon this Saturday, November
27, from 2 to 4 p.m. The book is
available at The Town Book Store,
which can be reached at (908) 233-
3535.

Kullaf to Demonstrate
Effective Use of Pastels

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) is looking for-
ward to a meeting and demonstra-
tion by Anne Kullaf on December 5.
This third meeting for the public is
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the community
room at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The community room has
a ramp for the disabled.

The WAA board has scheduled its
Holiday Party for Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, at Ferraro’s restaurant on Elm
Street at 6:15 p.m. following the
meeting. The cost will be $30 per
person (cash bar); those interested
in attending should send checks to
Mary Ann Iannitto at 1904 Terrace
Ave., South Plainfield, N.J. 07080.

Many artists choose pastel as a
medium because of its rich color and
spontaneous nature. By using loose,
broad strokes and avoiding blend-
ing, an artist can pack his or her
painting with energy and freshness.

Ms. Kullaf will demonstrate how to
use pastels to paint effectively and
efficiently in a loose, impressionis-
tic style.

Surface selection, preparation,
underpainting, color palette and
stroke techniques will be discussed
and demonstrated in detail in a study
of Ms. Kullaf’s favorite subject mat-
ter – the urban landscape.

Ms. Kullaf studied graphic design
and fine art at the University of
Bridgeport in Connecticut and at
The Art Students League of New
York. Her work has been exhibited
at the National Arts Club and has
been featured in two traveling mu-
seum exhibitions, “The New Real-
ity: The Frontier of Realism in the
21st Century” (nationwide exhibi-
tion) and “400 Years of Dutch His-
tory in Manhattan” (Vlissingen, the
Netherlands).

She is a faculty member of the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey,
the Hunterdon Museum of Art and
the Center for Contemporary. She is
represented by the following galler-
ies: Michael Ingbar Gallery, New
York City; JAG Fine Art, Philadel-
phia; Gallery Egan, Morristown;
Trudy Labell Fine Art, Naples, Fla,
and Chasen Galleries, Richmond,
Va.

She is planning on bringing cop-
ies of her book, “Loosen Up: Draw-
ing and Painting with Style and Con-
fidence,” which will be available for
sale for $35 at the demonstration
(cash or check).

Goodwill Art Auction Set
For Dec. 2 in Springfield

SPRINGFIELD – Approximately
500 works of art will be sold at
auction to benefit Goodwill Indus-
tries of Greater New York and North-
ern New Jersey, Inc. The auction –
the first of its kind in northern New
Jersey for the venerable human-ser-
vices organization – will be held at
Goodwill’s Springfield store on
Thursday, December 2, between 6
and 10 p.m.

Bidders can preview the sale from
5 to 6 p.m. on the same day. The
Springfield Goodwill store is located
at 126 Route 22 West. It can be reached
at (973) 912-0156.

Established in 1915, Goodwill In-
dustries is a well-known nonprofit
organization serving the unemployed
and people with physical, mental and
emotional disabilities; the elderly and
disadvantaged youth. Goodwill pro-
vides vocational, training and job-
placement programs and offers in-
school and after-school programs and

rehabilitation services.
To fund its mission, the New York-

New Jersey regional Goodwill oper-
ates 39 retail stores throughout the
region.

The auction in Goodwill’s Spring-
field store features paintings, litho-
graphs, prints and some sketches and
maps. Among the works of art are
limited-edition lithographs by Rob-
ert Tinney. Also in this trove is a page
of a newspaper announcing Babe
Ruth’s death.

Rosemary Sweeney, a local auc-
tioneer, will act as master of ceremo-
nies. Goodwill said the minimum bid
will be $10, with no buyer’s pre-
mium.

Goodwill programs served 164,000
people in the New York metropolitan
area last year.

For further information, contact Ri-
chard Kromer, at (973) 912-0156 or by
e-mail at
Richard.Kromer@goodwillny.org.

Annual Messiah Sing Takes
Place on Friday, December 3
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey, Inc. an-
nounced its annual Messiah Sing will
take place on Friday, December 3, at
8 p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the beloved
Handel oratorio. Audience members
are invited to bring scores and join in
the singing of both choruses and solo
sections or simply come to listen.

Trent Johnson, former organist and
choir director at First United Meth-
odist Church, will accompany the
Messiah Sing on the church’s
Aeolean-Skinner Pipe Organ.

The Messiah Sing has become a
Westfield tradition and is an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Admission to the Messiah Sing is $10
at the door, where scores may be
borrowed for the evening.

Mr. Little is no stranger to the
Messiah Community event, having
previously both accompanied and
directed the performance. In addition
to his duties as the director of the
Choral Art Society, he has been the
organist and choirmaster of Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit since
1993, having previously held similar
positions at Mountainside’s Commu-

nity Presbyterian Church. At Calvary
Church, Mr. Little directs an adult
choir, two youth choirs and the Cal-
vary Concert Series.

For information about the Choral
Art Society, check
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org or call
(908) 654-5737.

Mid-Day Musicales Are
Set to Resume in Dec.
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
resumption of its season of Mid-Day
Musicales on Wednesday, December
1, at noon.

The Mid-Day Musicales, now in its
27th season, present outstanding pro-
fessional musicians in free, half-hour
concerts, followed by a soup-and-sand-
wich luncheon available for $7.

The schedule for December is:
December 1 – The Enchantment Duo
(Laura George, flute; Beth Robinson,
harp); December 8 – Greg
Giannascoli, marimba; Yukyung Kim,
piano; December 15 – The Montclair
State University Trumpet Ensemble,
Charles Bumcrot, director.

For further information, or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Journey to Another Educator’s World
By MAGGIE FRAM

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – South Africa had a
large spotlight shine upon it this past
summer as the host of the FIFA World
Cup. However, a few weeks after the
sporting event finished, two Westfield
Resource Room Teachers from
Tamaques School, Maria Auricchio
and Shani Contreras, took the 18-hour
flight to Johannesburg on a 10-day
trip to review the educational needs of
teachers in South Africa as ambassa-
dors with the Language and Literacy
Delegation of the People to People
Program.

Ms. Auricchio, who is in her fourth
year of teaching in Westfield, received
the invitation to go on the trip through
her affiliation with the International
Reading Association and invited Ms.
Contreras to join her.

Ms. Auricchio accepted the invita-
tion even knowing she would just be
returning from her honeymoon in Ha-
waii. She was married on July 4, left
for Hawaii for two weeks and then
returned to take what these two pas-
sionate educators called a “once-in-a-
lifetime trip.” They had to pay their
own way – $7,000 per person. The two
women traveled from August 9 through
19 and visited Johannesburg, Soweto
(Nelson Mandela’s hometown) and
Cape Town.

Ms. Contreras, an 11-year teaching
veteran as well as the mother of two
girls, began by describing the living
conditions for Africans: “People are
living in former dormitories,” she said.
Ms. Auricchio continued by explain-
ing how the HIV epidemic has left so
many children as orphans and how
“people have to pay for their own beds
(usually just twin size) in these former
dormitories, so these children have to
sleep on the floor.”

“Women also have to travel four
hours to work in a hotel because it is
the only work they can get” Ms.
Contreras added.

Both women brought a few large
photo albums with them to the inter-
view with The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times.
Their digital camera drew a lot of
attention from the school children they
met.

“Things we take for granted, like a
digital camera,” at home, Ms.
Auricchio explained, got the kids very
excited. The schoolchildren were fas-
cinated that they could see themselves

instantly on the picture-preview
screen. This technological chasm was
the first of many surprises the two
women would encounter during their
trip as educational ambassadors.

Ms. Contreras and Ms. Auricchio
discovered that school teachers in
South Africa are only given two years
of training beyond their secondary-
school certificate. “Children must learn
in their native tribal tongue for the first
three years of their education, and
then the rest of their education is in
English. Their school teacher and other
school children in their classroom are
speaking different tribal languages so
that one teacher may not know any of
those tribal languages of any of her
students, and she may not even speak
in any of her students’ native tongues,”
Ms. Contreras explained.

The women’s delegation continu-
ously witnessed a desperate need for
teaching materials and schoolbooks
in every school they visited. Part of
their 48-member team included text-
book representatives and other educa-
tors, active and retired, who have re-
sources back in the United States and
Canada.

When asked if the South African
government is aware of the problems
in its educational system, both of them
affirmed: “There are so many people
to educate,” Ms. Auricchio began as
Ms. Contreras added, “There are a lot
of non-government programs doing
teacher training. That’s why the People
to People Program made this summer
trip to South Africa.”

“We visited schools where the teach-
ers told us ‘we need books, books on
tape.’ They’re doing things so far be-
hind.” Ms. Auricchio concluded.

When Ms. Contreras and Ms.
Auricchio were not visiting schools,
the People to People program also
took them on cultural excursions such
as a tribal dance exhibition and Afri-
can safari.

“They immersed us in the South
African culture,” Ms. Auricchio said
as she and Ms. Contreras showed
pictures of South African wildlife,
nature trails and the South African
tribal wear they saw during their 10-
day trip.

By the end of their journey to an-
other educator’s world, both left all
their toiletries, and anything else they
could, behind. That’s how much this
trip had affected them, and turned
their thoughts to South Africa.

Courtesy of Maria Auricchio and Shani Contreras
BEING RESOURCEFUL...Two Westfield Resource Room Teachers from
Tamaques School, Maria Auricchio and Shani Contreras, took the 18-hour flight
to Johannesburg on a 10-day trip to review the educational needs of teachers in
South Africa as ambassadors with the Language and Literacy Delegation of the
People to People Program. Above, Ms. Auricchio and Ms. Contreras are pictured
at the Cape Point Lighthouse, and below, they are photographed with a Zulu
warrior at The Lesedi Cultural Experience.

duCret School Hosts
Miniature Art Show

PLAINFIELD – Amidst recent eco-
nomic challenges, people have begun
to return to traditional, close-knit com-
munity activities that keep costs down
and family interaction a paramount
focus.

duCret, the oldest non-profit art
school in the state, is a small and spe-
cialized visual-arts school in Plainfield.
On Sunday, December 5, from 2 to 4
p.m., duCret will open its doors to the
public with an Open House / Miniature
Art Show featuring handcrafted origi-
nal art pieces created by its students.

It presents an opportunity to learn
about a community resource and find
one-of-a kind affordable gifts to give
this holiday season.

Attendees will have the chance to
interact with the artists. Refreshments
are included.

For additional information, call (908)
757-7171, from Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or visit duCret.edu.

A LESSON ON
AMERICANA…duCret Art Teacher
Peter Caras, taught by Norman
Rockwell, passes his knowledge on to
his students.

Juried Exhibit Selects
Linda Condrillo’s Photo
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Like many
tourists, when Linda Beaudry
Condrillo toured the island of Burano
in Venice, Italy, last year, she kept her
pocket camera handy. She snapped
photo after photo
for the pure plea-
sure of capturing
the breathtaking
sights of her trip.
She never dreamed
that a year later,
one of those pho-
tos would be se-
lected for the New
Jersey Photogra-
phy Forum’s 16th
Annual Juried
Photography Ex-
hibit.

Ms. Condrillo,
who has written
for The Westfield
Leader and the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times
since 2005, described what she liked
most about the photo, aptly titled
“See Through the Steeple?”

“There’s a bell tower [San Martino
Campanile]…and the chimney in
front of it is painted the exact same
blue color as the sky,” she said. “So
when you look at the photo, you think
you’re looking through a hole in the
steeple, but it’s really the blue chim-
ney.”

When Ms. Condrillo enlarged the
photo, she also noticed unusual com-
edy and tragedy masks carved into
the side of the tower.

She matted and framed the photo
to enjoy in her Mountainside home

but then saw a press release for the
exhibit in Watchung and entered the
piece “purely on a whim.”

When she noticed her friend,
Charlann Meluso of Berkeley
Heights, had chosen to use plain white
mattes and black frames for her own

submissions, as
that was “industry
standard,” Ms.
Condrillo feared
her off-white matte
with a red border
“screamed ama-
teur.”

But she was
soon thrilled to
learn both her and
Ms. Meluso’s
works had been ac-
cepted for the ex-
hibit.

Ms. Condrillo
reported there
were approxi-
mately 176 sub-
missions, with
only 45 selected.

She said the highlight was walking
into the Watchung Arts Center and
seeing her photo as one of the first
near the entryway.

“It’s like entering a race, in that
you don’t expect to place; you just
want to finish,” she added. “It’s like a
validation that someone else thinks
it’s good besides you.”

The exhibit is on display at the
Watchung Arts Center, located at 18
Sterling Road in Warren, until No-
vember 27 and then moves to
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside from November 28 to
January 29. All of the works will be
for sale.
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From traditional to pops, choral favorites to 
musical theater classics, this season of WSO concerts 

will fill the whole family with holiday cheer.

NEW YEAR’S EVE • Friday, December 31, 2010 at 7pm
Westfield High School, Westfield, NJ

THE GREAT 
AMERICAN SONGBOOK
Ring in the New Year with musical theater classics
featuring stars direct from the Broadway stage.

ADVANCE TICKETS $65 and $35

Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Join us for a family festival of traditional and
contemporary songs and music, sing-a-longs and more.

Tickets $25-$70.  All students only $10.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA!

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO: WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!
CALL 908-232-9400

Creating Paul Jackson Fund Film
Reconnects Rokosny to Hometown
Editor’s Note: As families across

the country spend the Thanksgiving
weekend offering thanks – whether
silent or verbalized – for the bounty
bestowed upon them, it seemed to be
a fitting time to publish the following
story. ~ Happy Thanksgiving, Michael

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A blend of fate and
fortune brought former Westfield resi-
dent John Rokosny back to his home-
town to tell the tale of Paul Jackson.

Mr. Rokosny, a producer and direc-
tor of public-service videos, created a
film for the Paul Jackson Fund, which
began in 1991 to benefit Mr. Jackson, a
1979 Westfield High School (WHS)
graduate who was diagnosed with a
spinal-cord tumor and rendered para-
lyzed after his second surgery.

When Mr. Jackson’s payments lev-
eled off as his health steadied for a
period, he used the fund to help others.

After a courageous struggle, Mr.
Jackson died on February 22, 2009, at
the age of 47. His wish was for the fund
to continue, even after his death, to
assist those most in need. The fund, a
tax-exempt charity, serves as a resource
of last resort for individuals and fami-
lies facing a financial crisis due to a
debilitating long-term illness or dis-

ability. The fund provides grants to
qualifying individuals in the tri-state
area for health- and family-related
needs.

Even in Mr. Jackson’s later days,
slowed by the illness, he made his way
to the homes of families who, without
his assistance, could not have afforded
an expensive procedure or therapy, or
would not have had the wherewithal to
construct a ramp for someone who had
become wheelchair-bound.

Mr. Rokosny’s short film on the fund
shows the lasting impact of Mr.
Jackson’s work; it shines a light on the
people whom Mr. Jackson touched and
allows them to offer their stories as well
as their appreciation for being given the
gift of his presence.

It is not without a smidge of seren-
dipity that the beneficiaries of the fund
linked up with Mr. Jackson, and in a
sense, Mr. Rokosny’s involvement in
the project is not without its own degree
of destiny.

* * *
Mr. Rokosny grew up in Westfield

and graduated from WHS in 1982; in
1986, he went to New York City to
pursue a music career. After meeting a
man who owned a video-production
company and telling him of his
songwriting background, Mr. Rokosny
earned a gig with the company, eventu-

ally working as a production assistant.
He went from production assistant to

producer and started producing a TV
series called “Quiet Triumphs,” which
he called a “perfect fit” for him. Shortly
after, he decided to go out on his own.
Now, he and his partner, Andriette
Redmann, produce professional
fundraising films for charities, high-
lighting the altruistic work of celebri-
ties. This, he said, was the couple’s
dream in the early 1990s.

“It (tying together celebrities and
their charitable work) felt really natural
to me. You’re doing really good work,
and you’re helping a lot of people.
You’re making a film – which is fun to
do – and then you can, over a period of
time, see how much it spreads and
promotes awareness to different causes.
You keep getting rewards from it,” Mr.
Rokosny said.

* * *
Starting out playing in bands at WHS,

Mr. Rokosny would go on to serve as a
road replacement guitarist for The
Smithereens and play on their first
record. His passion for creating music
persists to this day, as Mr. Rokosny and
Ms. Redmann perform in the band Sun
Palace. The duo tries to keep its music
alive in its video work, employing tracks
to complement their video footage.

* * *
Mr. Rokosny, one of six children, has

known the Jackson family, and their
eight children, his entire life.

“We all had a Jackson in our grade,”
he remembered.

Paul was a couple years older than
Mr. Rokosny and was friends with his
older brother. When Mr. Jackson first
got sick, the town rallied together and
formed the fund to help him with his
bills.

“I had a group called Carry Nation,”
Mr. Rokosny said. “We did a benefit
concert with a few other local bands. It
was one of the first fundraisers for the
fund (circa 1989). After that, I just
loosely followed Paul’s story. I lost
touch with the whole thing. Paul was
very private.”

Twenty years passed, and through
the grapevine, Mr. Roksony heard that
Mr. Jackson had gotten sick again. He
began to follow the story more closely,
asking his brother and friends about
Mr. Jackson’s condition. Shortly after,
in 2009, Mr. Jackson passed away, as
Sun Palace was putting the finishing
touches on its latest release.

“We made this record, and I said to
Andriette, ‘I want to put his name down
and remember him on this record.’”
The couple sent the record to Mr.
Jackson’s parents and sister Mary, who
wrote back in an e-mail that started the
ball rolling on the eventual project.

“It was just a great thing to get back
involved with,” Mr. Rokosny said. “It
just felt so right. It felt like Paul’s spirit
had put us together. One little connec-
tion to another. Just putting the name
on the record [had led us here].”

That same sense of fate was not lost
on Ms. Jackson.

“There is a bit of serendipity,” Ms.
Jackson told The Westfield Leader and
The Times in a phone interview. “John
and Andriette wrote a condolence note
to my parents; they also included the
CD, and they did list Paul in memory
of. I just happened to be in my parents’
kitchen the day it arrived. I looked
[John] up. I didn’t know what he did for
a living. The idea came to me. I wrote
him a long e-mail, around this time last
year, and just explained the situation…I
threw the idea out about making the
film. I didn’t know what that would
entail or if he’d be interested. We met,
sent countless e-mails back and forth,
and I put him in touch with volunteers.
It just evolved over time. They were
very generous to come and meet with
us and film different people…The stars
were aligned. It was meant to be. They
were very enthusiastic and very sur-
prised at how much good the fund has
done over the year. They saw the
struggle first-hand.”

And seeing that struggle had a fun-
damental impact on the couple.

“I felt really honored to be able to
come back and get associated with the
family again and to come back to
Westfield and do a project here,” Mr.
Rokosny said. “It was really fulfilling,
and the emotions that have come out of
it have been incredible for us. Inter-
viewing people who were helped by
Paul has been some of the most deep
and moving – and ‘intense,’ Ms.
Redmann noted – experiences.”

The couple works with a lot of larger
national charities. The Paul Jackson
Fund may be smaller and more local,
but as Ms. Redmann said, “they’ve
affected people in a more personal way,
which we didn’t expect to encounter.”

Ms. Jackson is grateful to the couple
for helping to present, in concrete fash-
ion, she said, what the fund does and
whom it impacts. She was also tremen-
dously pleased that someone who grew
up with her family could reunite in this
manner.

“John grew up with us,” Ms. Jackson
said. “When we took over the fund to
continue it, which was Paul’s wish, I
…needed to raise money, and I thought
there was a story that would benefit the
fund if they heard it. I had the idea to
approach John, and that’s how it began.
I needed to reach a larger audience and
tell Paul’s story, which was moving,
and I wanted something concrete to
show people who Paul was and what
the fund does for people. What better
way to put that into film and talk to
some of the people who had volun-
teered for the fund and been impacted?”

Ms. Jackson said the short film has
been “successful in reaching a larger
audience.”

“And I think it will evolve over time.
It’s easy for us to hand someone a DVD
or direct them to a website. It’s helpful
and will continue to be…John did a
terrific job with the film. I’m very
grateful to their help. It portrays the
fund in a positive way.”

The short film, as Ms. Redmann says
in her voiceover, shows how “[Paul’s]
own personal tragedy became his in-
spiration. He now had a calling.”

Kevin O’Callaghan, a major sup-
porter of the fund, is quoted in the film,
recounting, “He (Paul) would say,
‘Given the choice of being able to walk
again or run the fund, I choose running
the fund.’”

As Mr. Rokosny said, “It’s not easy
for a healthy person to live their life and
raise money to help others and to find
people who need help. It’s not easy. For
a person in a wheelchair – it’s almost
unheard of.”

Mr. Jackson, being paralyzed, oper-
ated a special van that was built for him;
he drove around and met prospective
beneficiaries of the fund. He would sit
with the families and guide them
through all the physical and emotional
aspects of coping with illness. Talking
to families from an authoritative per-

spective, Mr. Jackson provided a great
sounding board to those dealing with
pain. Just speaking with someone who
had gone through tremendous odds
was a comfort for families.

“He helped them in so many ways,
just to have someone to talk to,” Mr.
Rokosny said. “It just makes the experi-
ence very unique. And for us to follow
his trail and go back and interview these
people... [We were] finding out what it
meant to them. They could barely put it
into words. It was a magical story; they
said he was like an angel to them. Paul
just appeared in their life.”

Ms. Redmann, following up on that
point, said meeting the recipients of the
fund was “an honor.”

“It’s been a great thing. I love these
people,” she said.

* * *
According to Paul’s sister, from an

early age, her brother had the intuition
and drive to help others.

The family had a shore house in New
Jersey, and Paul loved the water from a
young age. The family had a small
boat, which he would take out into
Barnegat Bay.

“If people needed help and needed a
tow, he was there to help. He was 13 or
14, and he would tow them in,” Ms.
Jackson told The Leader and The Times.

“He had it in him from the start,” Mr.
Rokosny said after referencing the same
story. “Life and circumstances brought
him to that place. Unfortunately, it had
to be through a series of tragedies that
it brought him to the place he was
meant to be.”

For those who wish to keep up with
the fund’s story and see the short film,
visit pauljacksonfund.org. In other Paul
Jackson-related news, the 5K run at

Oak Ridge Park last month was suc-
cessful and will continue in the future.

Also, the Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield has chosen the fund as its
recipient of the club’s annual
fundraising event. Next year’s gala will
take place at the Grand Summit Hotel
on Saturday, March 12, 2011. Inter-
ested persons may contact Mary Boland
at bolandpauljackson@gmail.com to
learn more. Coincidentally, March 12,
2011, would have been Mr. Jackson’s
50th birthday.

* * *
Assessing the short film they did for

the Paul Jackson Fund, Mr. Rokosny
said, “This project was so surprising. It
hit harder than any [other] one had.”

These sentiments are poignant, given
the amount of celebrities and interest-
ing charities Mr. Rokosny and Ms.
Redmann have had the opportunity to
work with and spotlight.

In their production company,
NewYorkMVP, they have worked
alongside the likes of Bruce
Springsteen, Johnny Damon, Sarah
Ferguson and Paul Simon.

The company has worked with the
Children’s Health Fund (CHF) since
2004. CHF was one of the first re-
sponders after Hurricane Katrina, bring-
ing medical mobile units to the area.
Mr. Rokosny and Ms. Redmann fol-
lowed CHF down after the storm hit,
alongside Paul Simon. Shortly after,
they began following Simon and film-
ing the “unbelievable devastation.”

Staying in a house sans electricity
in near-100-degree heat, Mr. Rokosny
remembered the entire crew being
wiped out after one particularly long
day. They sat on the floor eating their
southern catfish dinners and were
surprisingly serenaded by Simon,
who began giving a private concert
and playing “Mrs. Robinson” and
“Bridge over Troubled Water.”

“We feel really fortunate...we’ve got
to travel around a lot and work with a
lot of fun celebrities,” Mr. Rokosny
said. “Honestly, we could go work for
a network and work on a TV
show...[but] that wouldn’t be as fulfill-
ing. So we make our sacrifices to
continue doing work we love to do.”

The duo is developing a TV show
called “World of Good,” which will
profile charities, interview celebrities
who do charitable deeds and spotlight
individuals who do “incredible things.”

To learn more about the duo, visit
newyorkmvp.com.

WHS’s ‘Midsummer Night’
Sees Bard Meet the Hippies

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Imagine, William
Shakespeare strolling through Cen-
tral Park, clad in a pair of his favorite
acid-washed jeans on a summer night
in 1967. The Westfield High School
Theatre Department brought that vi-
sion to life this weekend in the fall
production of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.

Shakespeare’s classic drama had a
run of three performances, playing
from November 18 through 20. Fresh-
man English teacher and play direc-
tor Daniel Devlin merged the elo-
quence of Shakespeare’s language
with the social influence of New York
City during the summer of love.

Led by Westfield High School jun-
ior Annie Oldakowski and senior
Christopher Morrissey as the young
lovers Hermia and Lysander, the Mid-
summer Night’s Dream cast com-
manded the stage as learned
Shakespeare thespians.

The dialogue and soliloquies stayed
true to Shakespeare’s writing, and
the young actors delivered their lines
with poignancy and precision.

Scenes took place at many of New
York City’s locales. Beginning in
Greenwich Village at Washington
Square Park, the play moved to dif-
ferent sections of Central Park and
even the famed now-defunct Tavern
on the Green restaurant, which re-
mained in operation until 2009 (it is
now a public visitors center and gift
shop).

Comic relief was found scattered
throughout the affair, emerging first
with the desperate, lovelorn Helena
prancing across the stage in high heels
and a handbag.

“The more I love, the more he
hateth me,” she pouts of her lust for
Demetrius. Seniors Catalina Gaglioti
and Garrett Verdone, who played the
despaired duo, spent most of the play

caught in a hide-and-seek match,
before poetically falling for each other
in the end.

The introduction of the fairy world
and its instigators Oberon and Puck,
played by seniors Peter Surace and
Peter Carmo, served to bridge the
free-spirited ‘60s with reality.

Puck stirs up trouble when he casts
a spell on the quarrelsome couples
that throws them into a state of irra-
tionality. “A sweet Athenian lady is
in love, with a disdainful youth,”
Oberon says before invoking
Demetrius with a fabricated love for
Helena.

The play’s musical score helped to
establish the social themes of tur-
moil, unrest and peace and love that
identified the 1960s. Rock and folk
tunes from the Beatles, Jefferson Air-
plane, The Rolling Stones, The
Supremes and more played through
each set change and helped the audi-
ence feel the spirit of the era.

The fairies performed a memo-
rable rendition of Simon and
Garfunkel’s “Scarborough Fair,”
complete with acoustic guitars and
hippie dancing. In a sense, it was
Woodstock for fairies.

At intermission, patrons were
treated to snacks and bottled water
available for purchase, as the heavy
fog from the events in Act One cleared
from the room.

Led by scenic artist and set de-
signer Roy Chambers and senior stage
manager Tzzetelina Garneva, the
stage crew made a habit of quickly
changing the elaborate sets.

The lively stage boasted tall park
trees, a throne and an elegant dining
theatre in the final acts. Clever light-
ing set the fairy world aglow, as omi-
nous fog hovered above the stage.
Sound effects of thunderclaps and
subtle melodies helped establish the
mood during many of the scenes.

Adam Ziering’s performance as
amateur stage-actor Nick Bottom
drew much applause from the audi-
ence for his physical comedy and
enthusiastic cadence. His jubilant
“Hee-Haws!” were audible from out-
side the auditorium when his head is
transformed to that of an ass.

Senior Colleen McCabe played
Titania, the Fairy Queen, who is se-
duced by Bottom after also falling
victim to a spell, spurring a raucous
and lustful display of affection by
both characters.

Costume’s ranged from knee-high
boots, vibrant eveningwear and con-
servative suits to the tie-dyed, earthy
tones and patchwork skirts on the
fairies. Fashion paralleled the social
diversity in the play as it did in the
1960s.

The capacity crowd gave a rousing
applause as the final curtain closed
Saturday night. After giving their fi-
nal bow the seniors were rewarded
with roses from their cast-mates.

The Westfield High School The-
ater Department will next begin work
on the spring production of Sweeney
Todd.

Left to right:
Andriette Redmann
Michael J. Pollack
and John Rokosny

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

ANNUAL
50% OFF SALE

BEGINS MONDAY JULY 26TH

@ 9:00AM

Including Selected - Giftware, Home Decor,

Frames, Greeting Cards, Jewelry,

Silk Wreaths, Doormats, Rugs, Baskets,

Cachepots, Shelves & much more

Christmas has arrived at Christoffers

Come see the magic

behind the windows.

Beautiful Flowers, Gifts,

& Home Decor to fit

every budget.

Free Parking

Free Gift wrapping

And as always.. free

advice.


