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Make a memory for your family in Mindowaskin Park
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects.  We invite you to be a permanent part of 
Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. Personalized pavers can be purchased for $195 and 
your tax-deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your employer. Please inquire for additional naming opportunities within the Park.

Name

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone:

e-mail:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3
The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3).  All text is subject to Board approval.

Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF
MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028

www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail:  info@mindowaskinpark.org

Over 90 years of enjoyment for the Westfield community

Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line, 
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen.  Spaces count as one.)

Makes a special gift for the holidays!

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·We remove the hassle of collision repairs from you
promptly and perfectly!

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Jackson Family
Expresses Thanks

Editor’s note: See story on page 18.
We would like to thank the community

of Westfield for its support of The Paul
Jackson Fund.

The Paul Jackson 5K * 2 Mile Walk *
Kids Fun Run, held in Oak Ridge Park,
was a great success thanks to the generos-
ity and support of so many. Our heartfelt
thanks to all the participants, donors,
volunteers and sponsors of this event.

Particular thanks go to the local clubs
and business who generously donated:
Two River Community Bank, RWJ
Rahway, Health Ed, Union County
Rugby, Dillon’s, Investors Savings Bank,
Hands of Life and Snapple.

The Paul Jackson Fund provides assis-
tance to individuals and families who are
in financial crisis due to a catastrophic
illness or disability.

The Fund was started for Paul (WHS
1979) in 1991 after he became paralyzed
from a surgery to remove a spinal-cord
tumor. When he no longer needed the
assistance, Paul led The Fund and helped
hundreds of families who found them-
selves in dire circumstances, with no
where else to turn. Paul passed away in
February 2009. His wish was for the work
of The Fund to continue.

Thank you again for your generosity
and participation in our first community
fundraiser. We have already begun plan-
ning for next year’s Paul Jackson 5K.
Please visit our website,
pauljacksonfund.org, for more informa-
tion about The Fund and upcoming events.

The Jackson Family
Westfield

New Jersey Needs a Beer and Wine
License for Smaller Restaurants

Our state, and our restaurants, are des-
perate for the creation of a New Jersey
beer and wine license. Creating this li-
cense would generate millions of dollars
in the sales and tax revenue. Each munici-
pality would benefit by the annual re-
newal fees. The state is forgoing millions
of dollars by not having this license.

If a restaurant does not sell alcohol,
which carries a higher profit margin than
food, this does not make sense for a
successful business model. And being a
BYOB is no bargain. So why doesn’t New
Jersey  have a limited beer and wine li-
cense? Because holders of liquor licenses
are lobbying against it, and our senators are
listening to them.

Currently, the only alcohol license
available in New Jersey is a “full” liquor
license, which allows for the sale of beer,
wine and/or liquor appropriate for a bar,
and cost, on average, $500,000. These
licenses are limited in quantity, privately
held and carry a price that is prohibitedly
expensive for smaller restaurants. To com-
pare, in New York City, a full-liquor

license costs $4,352. Furthermore, the
New Jersey law mandates that an estab-
lishment with a full-liquor license con-
struct a physical bar from which to serve
the alcohol. This essentially forces a res-
taurant to become a bar.

Even if a restaurant bought a liquor
license for $500,000, and utilized it only
for beer and wine, the cost would negate
the profits unless the establishment is
physically big enough to generate the
volume to justify the cost. Smaller bistros
often do not have this space. Offering
restaurants the option to purchase a New
Jersey beer and wine license, at an afford-
able price, would enable restaurants to
sell beer and wine and enable them to stay
in business. And businesses staying in
business and creating jobs is just what
New Jersey desperately needs.

Kitty Stillufsen
Point Pleasant

Editor’s Note: The writer’s family owns
Red’s Lobster Pot, a B.Y.O.B. in Point
Pleasant Beach.

Letters to the Editor
What Is Fairer Than Election in Union
County Decided by the Popular Vote?

May The Force Be With You All;
There Is a Dark Side in Westfield

Thank you — to so many wonderful
friends and neighbors. Please read this to
your children.

In a galaxy not that far away – not that
long ago, on a planet that was called
Westfield – came the dark side, who at-
tacked the little planet. It was not ex-
pected, and no one was prepared. The first
citizens to feel the blows had a Jedi in the
family, but he was old and wounded and
fragile. The dark side attacked without
mercy or morals. It wasn’t clear why they
attacked; the little planet never had prob-
lems with the dark side, but the dark side
knew the little planet of Westfield was all
about children, and of all the planets in the
galaxy, Westfield loved children and the
noises they made when they played.

So they built beautiful parks and pools
and homes, where all the children were
welcome to play in the citizens’ gardens.
The dark side found this very disturbing;
they wanted quiet, and happy children
noises were forbidden on the dark side.
They made not one or two but three
attacks. The dark side did their damage to
the old Jedi and his family, then they
retreated behind their walls. But the force
heard about the attack and rushed to de-
fend the little planet in this vast galaxy.

All the brave Jedi who were available
came and surrounded the old Jedi and his

family and called on the Galactic Senate
to exile the dark side. It took time, but
they won their point, and the request was
granted. The Jedi who rallied to protect
their fellow citizens did well and were so
kind and good to love their neighbors as
themselves. They will never give into
hate, as they know that will lead to the
dark side. Bless all who protect, defend,
and stand up to injustice (you know who
you are; you will never be forgotten).
May the force be with you always.

Joan Peiffer
Westfield

I was astonished to read the letters in
The Westfield Leader from readers com-
plaining about the tone of Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan’s letter thanking voters
for their support. This type of letter from
successful (and unsuccessful) candidates
is, of course, standard procedure. Some
readers complained that Sullivan and the
Democrats did not have a true mandate
from voters because they were defeated
in the majority of Union County munici-
palities. What can be fairer than an elec-
tion decided by the popular vote of the
electorate in total? Would these voters
opt for an Electoral College-type system,
such as our federal system, that resulted
in the election of a President in 2000 who
lost the popular vote by 500,000?

This argument implies that a vote from
a citizen of Westfield, Mountainside,
Summit, or Scotch Plains should be worth
more than a vote from Hillside, Elizabeth
or Plainfield?

One writer complained that Sullivan

only cares about “ ... preserving [his]
political career and beating the Republi-
can Party.” Doesn’t this crass partisan-
ship prevail within both major parties and
at all levels of government? I wonder if
this reader harbors the same level of
disdain for U.S. Senate Minority leader
Mitch McConnell, who has stated that the
main goal of Senate Republicans for the
next two years is to ensure that Barack
Obama is a one-term President, or for
South Carolina Republican Jim DeMint,
who states that Republicans should make
healthcare reform “Obama’s Waterloo.”
These two, obviously, only care about
preserving their political careers and de-
feating the Democratic Party.

Full disclosure: I did not vote for Sullivan.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Benedict Thanks
Fanwood Supporters
I’d like to congratulate Tony Parenti

and Kathy Mitchell on their hard-earned
victory. Fanwood will be well served by
their dedication and experience. I am
eager for any opportunity I may have to
work with them in the future, as an ac-
tively involved resident, as they serve in
their official capacity – keeping Fanwood
a great place to live and raise a family.

Also, a thank you to Kevin Boris for
his observations and thoughts on the is-
sues facing Fanwood. I look forward to
working with him in whatever other roles
he may undertake here in town as well as
seeing him and his family at future bor-
ough events.

I’d like to thank my wife and son for
their faithful love and encouragement as
I pursued this opportunity to offer my
services to the residents of Fanwood. I’d
also like to thank my supporters for all
they did throughout the campaign. Your
feedback has been invaluable and has
given me great insight into Fanwood and
into the governing process. I appreciate
the trust you put in me, and I hope that I
can fulfill that trust in the many years to
come. I have learned a lot from my run-
ning mate Tony Parenti’s experience and
his vast knowledge of the community. It
was a truly enjoyable campaign, and I
strongly recommend the experience to
anyone else who has an interest in main-
taining the quality of our hometown.

Jason Benedict, GOP Candidate
Fanwood Borough Council

Thanks to All Our
United Fund Agencies
Thanksgiving is the time of year when

we say thanks for the blessings of home
and health, friends and family. In that
spirit, we at the Westfield United Fund
wish to express our gratitude for the car-
ing neighbors at our 19 member agencies
who help make life better for so many of
us through their programs and services.
To name just a few, we are thankful for:

The volunteers at Mobile Meals, who
prepare and deliver hot meals to the
homebound;

The staff at the Westfield Day Care
Center, who provide scholarships to single
parents and families experiencing job
loss;

The after-school tutors at the Westfield
Elementary Schools, who help low-in-
come students achieve their academic
potential;

The compassionate listeners at CON-
TACT We Care, who staff their hotlines
around the clock so no call for help goes
unanswered;

The professionals at Youth and Family
Counseling Services, who provide coun-
seling to help resolve addiction, depres-
sion, anxiety and family issues;

The counselors at the YWCA of East-
ern Union County, who shelter and sup-
port women and children suffering from
domestic abuse;

The handymen and bus drivers of the
American Red Cross, who make it pos-
sible for our elderly neighbors to remain
in their homes.

We are especially thankful to the more
than 1,000 Westfield residents who make
all these programs possible through their
generous contributions to our annual cam-
paign. As a sign of personal “thanks-
giving,” we encourage all who have not
yet made a pledge this year to either send
in a pledge card or contribute online
(westfieldunitedfund.org).

By sharing our blessings, we can ex-
tend the holiday spirit throughout the
coming year. On behalf of all of us at the
Westfield United Fund, best wishes for a
happy and healthy Thanksgiving.

Charlie Weidman
Kim Benou

Westfield United Fund

Retirees’ Pensions, Health Care
Benefits Should Be Left Alone

In the last month, I was one of over
2,000 post-age-55 retirees who partici-
pated in a national survey of retirees from
44 states to see what we think about
retirement security and insecurity in
America. The results show that an impor-
tant chapter in American life sadly ap-
pears to be ending. Almost three quarters
of retirees said that they expect their
children and grandchildren to have worse
career and lifestyle opportunities than
they enjoyed.

Over 65 percent of respondents replied
“no” when asked if they thought their
children will be able to afford retirement.
Over 70 percent doubt their grandchil-
dren will be able to afford retirement.
According to Thomas J. Mackell Jr., ph.d,
former Federal Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond Chairman and White House ERISA
advisor, “In the past, it was a given that
children would enjoy better career and
lifestyle opportunities than their parents.
That chapter in American life appears to
be ending.” In the poll, jointly conducted
by the non-profit ProtectSeniors.Org
(ProtectSeniors.org) with Dr. Mackell,
the vast majority of the 2,021 retirees

polled (84 percent) felt they were given
the opportunity to achieve the American
Dream, but they forecast a grim outlook
for their offspring, with 89.2 percent say-
ing it will be more difficult for their
children, and only 1.9 percent saw an
easier time for their grandchildren.

Full poll results can be found at:
protectseniors.org. The survey reaffirms
the economic fear Americans are living
under and shows retirees need to be out-
raged and forceful advocates for their
own and their children’s economic fu-
ture.

Most retirees are fed up with the me-
dia, elected officials and those who want
to take away the pensions and healthcare
benefits that they earned. I participated in
this survey and write as a member of
ProtectSeniors.Org, which advocates for
the healthcare benefits protection of retir-
ees from 392 different companies, 45
union locals, 98 municipal, state and fed-
eral retiree groups, 16 associations and
me.

Fred Wening
Scotch Plains

Westfielder Can’t Wait
For Next Chance to

Vote on BOE Matters
So, let’s review the current state of

affairs in the Westfield school system:
Property taxes go up every year; the
Westfield School Budget goes up every
year; state aid to Westfield schools is
almost completely eliminated; services
to Westfield students (you remember
them, the ones who are supposed to be
educated by this system?) are cut; in the
2010 ranking of public schools by NJ
Monthly, Westfield drops to 41st, and
Governor [Chris] Christie puts a cap on
superintendents’ salaries.

How do the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion and Superintendent [Margaret] Dolan
respond to all of this? By renegotiating
the Superintendent’s employment con-
tract well before it expires to try to squeeze
a few more bucks from the taxpayers of
Westfield.

The Board of Ed and Superintendent
Dolan have made it crystal clear that
they’re not on the same side as the tax-
payers or the children of Westfield. Can’t
wait to vote the bums out.

Rich Johnston
Westfield


