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More Letters
on Page 15

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapidarist – An expert in cutting

precious stones
2. Littoral – The region on the shore of

the sea or large lake
3. Plumosity – The quality of being

feathered
4. Guariba – A howling monkey

SELCOUTH
1. Rare; unusual
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Abundant; plentiful
4. A miser

SYNOCIL
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. An astringent or repellent
3.  A hermit; loner
4. In zoology, a sense organ in sponges

ZABRA
1. Small sailing vessel
2. A type of Greek alcholic beverage

flavored with the seeds of the anise plant
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. Resilient; flexible

ZIMB
1. A species of South African gazelle
2. Dipterous insect of Ethiopia
3. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
4. Lacking adequate mental power

We Should Give Thanks for All We Enjoy
As Citizens of Free and Prosperous Nation

This week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for
most of us means the coming together of family and
friends, a smorgasbord of delights ranging from
turkey to pumpkin pie, and perhaps the big football
game — all made especially festive by brilliant
autumn hues and the start of the holiday season.

At such a busy time of year, with so much to
prepare for, it is easy to take for granted the privileges
and opportunities most of us experience daily as
citizens of the United States, but which are a luxury
or non-existent in many other parts of the world.

The majority of us need not wonder how we will
feed, shelter, educate or obtain medical care for their
children. We need not fear persecution or worse
because of cultural or religious differences, nor the
threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single
day.

We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our own
leaders. We can travel outside our homeland, associ-
ate with whom we choose, and pursue our dreams as

far as our ambition and hard work will take us,
regardless of our background.

It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims
courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new
lives in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled
the American colonists’ fight for independence more
than a century afterwards and inspired countless men
and women to risk their lives in defense of these
freedoms ever since. While our society is not flaw-
less, and there are many within our own borders who
struggle against hunger, homelessness and other
woes, we continue to stand tall for our strength as a
nation and for the ideals we represent.

So as you sit around your holiday table, take an
extra moment to contemplate the many things for
which we have to be grateful. Then take another
moment to remember all of those people, both here
and abroad, who face a daily battle just to survive,
live with dignity, or carve out a better tomorrow for
their children. And to all our readers, and your
families — our best wishes for a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving Day.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Governor, Senator Kean: Allow Towns
To Put RVSA Costs Outside of Cap

Will BOE OK Merit
Raise at Next Meeting?

The Westfield Board of Education is
becoming famous for its haste. Although
it never gave an explanation for its haste,
it approved the budget and labor con-
tracts just days before knowing how much
the Governor’s office was giving in aid.
Now it has signed a new pact with Ms.
Dolan when the old contract will not
expire until June of next year. The new
pact, Ms. Walker emphasizes, allows a
“merit raise,” which has to be earned.

Since the board seems to be forming a
habit of acting prematurely, may we as-
sume that it will approve the “merit raise”
at the next board meeting?

John Blake
Westfield

Local Firefighters Express Gratitude
For Support During Difficult Year

A Special Person Is Remembered
And a Beautiful Life Honored

Performers Shouldn’t Have to Sing
Song, But Let’s Not Cancel Show

If Parent Doesn’t Like
Song, Send Her Child

To Private School
I am almost at a loss for words after

reading about Lisa Rafal’s comments re-
garding the singing of “Joy to the World.”
And, unfortunately, it sounds like no one
from our board of education enlightened
her about the United States of America
being a Christian nation. Like “In God
We Trust and “One Nation Under God.”
Maybe she doesn’t use dollar bills, and
I’m sure she works on Christmas Day,
refusing to take the day off, when we all
celebrate that Christian holiday. Or on
Good Friday, when our country recog-
nizes the death of our Lord Jesus Christ?
Do you work that day, Lisa? We have
caved in to these extremists enough in the
past and watered down our Christmas
concerts in school to “winter” or “holiday
concerts.” If we take Christ out of Christ-
mas, then let’s take away the day off and
the week off from school that follows.

Wouldn’t Islamic terrorists love that?
If Lisa doesn’t like her child singing

“Joy to the World,” go to a private school
or home school, where she can dictate her
beliefs. That’s what our board should
have told her. Don’t waste any more time
talking about our policy, Mr. Parisi; we
have watered it down too much already.

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the Re-
public for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Merry Christmas to all!

Pat Leonard
Scotch Plains

Will Grinch Play SP-F
Parent in New Film?
In 2000, Actor Jim Carrey was the

voice of the Grinch in How the Grinch
Stole Christmas. In 2009, he played
Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.

Curious, has he been approached to
play Lisa Rafal in the upcoming film,
How the Grinch Tried to Steal a Christ-
mas Carol? Merry Christmas, Lisa!

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Freeholder Dan Sullivan Stands
By Letter, Supports At-Large System

Editor’s Note: The following letter has
been sent to Governor Chris Christie and
Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

I am asking for your support for a
Local Finance Board ruling or legislation
to exclude the Rahway Valley [Sewer-
age] Authority (RVSA) capital costs from
the spending and property tax levy caps
on Cranford Township and other RVSA
members.

In 2010, our township committee chose
to get under the property tax levy cap by
separating the RVSA payment from the
property tax levy and instead institute a
sewer fee, which supported over $1.7
million of RVSA costs. This new sewer
bill infuriated taxpayers because it was
seen as a gimmick. It didn’t reduce costs
or taxpayer burden. Cranford taxpayers
also got an increase in their property tax
bill at the same time they received the
new non-deductible sewer bill.

The context of this matter needs to be
understood. Cranford, as well as other
RVSA members like Westfield, was sub-
jected to a significant increase in prop-
erty taxes brought about by litigation to
stop ocean dumping of sewage. The court
ordered a $275-million RVSA capital
plan to expand sewage-treatment capac-

ity. Cranford has had to pay this cost as an
operating expense under the spending
and tax levy cap and not as a capital or
debt expense, which are excluded from
the caps.

Cranford pledges as part of the RVSA
bond covenants its unlimited general ob-
ligation pledge to make its payment to
RVSA. Almost 85 percent of the pay-
ment is to retire the RVSA bonds. This is
a debt obligation, and the debt service
should be excluded from the spending
cap and property tax levy limits.

Property taxpayers in Cranford and
Springfield in 2010 recognized the sewer-
bill gimmick and voted out the majority
political party in both cases. In 2011, it
may be that Westfield will face this same
problem and may have to consider such a
perverse policy.

I urge you to take this matter up. It is
not a political issue because it affects
both political parties.

Cranford as well as other communities
subjected to this unfair treatment still will
have to struggle to meet the challenge of
lower property taxes, which we endorse
wholeheartedly.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford Mayor (in 2011)

After reading several responses to my
recent letter, I wonder if anyone actually
cared about what I was saying. No one
seemed to mind the ridiculous statements
(Cattle prod, knuckle head) by our oppo-
nents but that I was “gloating” over our
victory. Are you kidding me? There was
no gloating on my part, but there certainly
was anger. Time and time again, I read
how ignorant any voter is who votes for
the Democratic ticket. I hope my re-
sponse showed how fed up I am when I
read those insults over and over.

Two other points. Your writer from
Kenilworth believes I shouldn’t even write
to anyone who reads this newspaper be-
cause I didn’t get enough votes? Sorry
JB, you don’t get to make that call. The
parrot comment just shows what a class
act you are and proves the point of my
letter. We did get a number of votes from
the Leader readership. I even have more
than a few friends who live here. None of
them bear any resemblance to a parrot.

Secondly, we have an at-large system

for electing all county officials, the same
as the vast majority of counties in this
state. This isn’t the Electoral College,
where you can win the election but lose
the popular vote (right George Bush!). If
this system is good enough for Morris,
Somerset and others, why isn’t it good
here? If you want to have the same pro-
cess in every county, I’m more than happy
to have that conversation.

Running for office can be a very rough
business. You don’t have to like the poli-
cies of my party, and you can criticize
them all you like, but I will never tolerate
any comments like those made by our
opponents on Election night. I’d like to
think they were made in the heat of the
moment, but that’s their business. Re-
gardless, I stand by everything I said in
my previous letter.

I’d like to extend by best wishes to all
readers for a wonderful Holiday Season.

Dan Sullivan
Chairman, UC Freeholders

The membership of the Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association Local 30
wishes to express our deepest apprecia-
tion to all those residents and businesses
who have been very supportive of the
membership during this trying year.

We wish to thank everyone who as-
sisted in our successful fundraiser in
March for one of our members who is
battling cancer, firefighter Dan Maglione.
Most recently, to all those who expressed
their sympathies for the sudden loss of
our friend and colleague, Lt. Jimmy
Pfeiffer, Jr.

We would especially like to thank some
individuals and businesses that went
above and beyond in their kindness and

support: Mike Kenny, Temple Emanu-
El, Ferraro’s, Falcon Printing, 16 Pros-
pect, Bovella’s, Peerless Beverages, Fox
and Fox and the membership of the
Westfield PBA Local 90, Cranford FMBA
Local 37 and the N.J. State FMBA.

Those wishing to contribute to the edu-
cational trust fund established for Jimmy
Pfeiffer’s daughter, Carly, may make
donations payable to the Carly Pfeiffer
Fund, 405 North Avenue, West,
Westfield. Commemorative T-shirts also
are available for purchase at fire head-
quarters.

The members of
Westfield FMBA

On behalf of the family of Ron Frigerio,
we wish to express our heartfelt gratitude
to the hundreds of friends who offered
their kind and thoughtful expressions of
sympathy, in so many ways, and those
who attended Ron’s visitation and fu-
neral Mass. The outpouring of love and
support, for us, was very comforting and
helpful during this difficult time.

Ron will be remembered for his warm
and dynamic nature and for his commit-
ment to his principles and ideals. We
were always grateful, to God, for all His
blessings bestowed on our family, and
your friendships were always included.
Ron wanted us to celebrate his life, at the
end of his journey. Thanks to all of our
friends for enriching his life and making
it possible. I know he was happy and
humbled.

Special thanks to the Dooley Colonial

Funeral Home for all their compassionate
funeral arrangements. We wish to thank
Monsignor Joseph Masiello, Deacon Tom
Pluta, Reverend Alex Pinto and Rever-
end Bill Morris and all who participated
in the beautiful celebration of the Mass of
Christian Burial for Ron. He thoroughly
enjoyed being part of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church and Elementary
School family.

Many thanks to Mayor Skibitsky and
the Westfield Town Council, local offi-
cials, county and state dignitaries, friends
from the Westfield Rescue Squad, the
Westfield Service League, the Westfield
Symphony and the Westfield Police De-
partment, for the many courtesies af-
forded our family for an exceptional final
tribute to Ron.

Janet Frigerio,
Westfield

In response to the November 18 story
regarding a parent’s request for a more
comprehensive school policy against
prayer in public school, I counter with a
request for an ethics class.

I am not what one would call a reli-
gious person. I was raised a Protestant
Christian, but it’s been years since I at-
tended a Sunday service. I do, however,
believe that Jesus was one of the great
ethics teachers of all time. He preached
about brotherly love (centuries after Plato)
and about tolerance. He also taught about
communicating with One he called
“Abba” — Greek not for “Father” but for
“Daddy,” as I was told by a Christian
scholar. This was the basis of how he
believed people should approach their
Creator. And with the affection and re-
spect that one approaches a Daddy, this is
how he encouraged us to approach each
other: fondly, not adverserially; respect-
fully, not disdainfully.

Some do not believe in a “Creator”;
that’s no skin off my nose. However, I do
not accept that as an excuse for not trying
to tolerate the beliefs of others around
them. Tolerance is an ethical practice, not
a religious one, even though almost all
religions with which I have a nodding
acquaintance encourage tolerance.

And as to any essay for tolerance, or

song for hope, or masterwork of any kind
for peace that was created by an atheist, I
am, unfortunately, ignorant thereof. In
striving toward tolerance, hope, and peace,
the great works with which I am familiar
have been created by devotees of various
religions. Are these works to be shunned
because they were created by those who
believed in a God? What about this:
Should the evolutionary theory not be
taught because it is in conflict with cre-
ationists’ beliefs?

Education in part is the examination of
various schools of thought, and thought is
a product of knowledge and belief. Ignor-
ing the lesson of tolerance truly presents
an obstacle to learning. Aren’t there
enough obstacles to learning in public
education already?

I hope that if there is a song that pre-
sents a conflict to a performer, the per-
former would be allowed to stand with
the rest of the chorus, out of respect, and
simply not sing it. But banning the song?
No.

Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

Ferraro’s Thanked
For Food Donations

On November 20, Ferraro’s provided
hundreds of dollars worth of food to a
gathering of autistic children and their
families at the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
YMCA. While the sponsoring organiza-
tion, Autism Family Tours with Brianna,
had some money to spend, as a non-profit
their funds were limited. As a customer of
Ferraro’s over the years, I contacted the
owners about helping to provide some
discounted food to this important event.

They went one step further, and pro-
vided a full meal to the 30 individuals at
no cost to the organization or the families.

I feel so grateful to live in a community
where so many are willing to help others.
Thank you to Chuck and Maria Murray,
the owners of Ferraro’s, for their kind and
generous spirit.

Lisa Jackman
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

The Night Before Thanksgiving,
All at The Trolley Were Jolley

Regardless of how you spelled it, Jolly or Jolley,
the Jolly Trolley watering hole was the place to go on
Wednesday night in Westfield before Thanksgiving
less than a decade ago. As many came back home
over a span of 40 years to visit family and friends,
there was one call – “See you at The Trolley.”

In the last 10 years in the newspaper, we spelled it
incorrectly 10 percent of the time.
We’re not alone. In filing for bank-
ruptcy this week in Delaware, the
owners of the Charlie Brown’s restau-
rant chain also spelled it “Jolley Trol-
ley.”

Five decades ago, it was the Rail-
road Bar for shots and beers on the
way home for commuters. Things
started to pick up when it was taken
over by local entrepreneurs and re-
made into the Jolly Trolley – peanut
shells on the floor, cold draft beer and the best prime
rib. The hallmark for the guys was the shoulder-high
porcelain urinals, always iced down. It flourished for
more than three decades as this landmark, unpreten-
tious and comfortable. It became the genesis for the
Charlie Brown chain, though common sense pre-

vailed back then, and it stayed named The Trolley.
Things started to go wrong when the peanut shells

were swept from the floor, and the urinals were
smashed in politically correct remodeling.

Then brain surgeons, corporate investors, bought
out the chain in 2005. The name stayed Jolley until
2009, when those same brain surgeons changed the

name to The Office.
There were many business blun-

ders over the years, such as in 1961,
when a record company decided not
to sign The Beatles – or as in 1876,
when Western Union turned down the
purchase of the frivolous telephone
patent, or as in 1981, when M&M
Mars refused to allow its candy to be
used in the fledgling movie produc-
tion – ET.

But for Westfielders, nothing could
have been more insulting than changing the name of
The Jolley Trolly [sic.] We all knew the end was near.

Somehow, after all this corporate fandangle, frip-
pery and flub are dispatched, up to snuff – we can
envision in the not-too-distant future to hear, “See
you at The Trolley.”


