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AND THE WINNERS ARE…Volunteers and judges for the 2010 Downtown
Westfield Halloween Costume Contest included, from left to right, Daniel Cronin,
Nick LaRosa, National Honor Society Members, and Lee Corcoran, Barry
Corcoran, Cynthia Alexander, Kathy Collins, Carole Leone, Diane Barabas, Peg
Lockwood, and Jamie Lemberg. Not pictured are Brendan Lenihan, Maryann
Garbowsky, Dee Murley and Beth Brenner.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Whether you’re new to the community 

or looking for a deeper connection, 

J Connection has something for you.

Next meetings are Tuesday, November 30 and Tuesday, December 14

Jewish Discovery Zone
PJ Day Sunday, December 19

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. at the JCC, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

&

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

DECEMBER 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm                            
Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 pm  

Closed on December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 3:00 p.m. on December 31 for New Year’s Eve 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Westfield cardholders only) 

12/1  7:00 pm MothUP! Tell your own story.    
Topic: “A Sense of Wonder” 

12/3  1:30 pm TGIF! Metro Rhythm Chorus (live) 

12/7 & 
12/8

 7:00 pm Cigar Box Craft Project with local 
mixed media artist Shari Seltzer 

12/9  7:00 pm Computer class: Inkscape: Graphic 
Design class 

12/10  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Holiday Affair” 

12/14  7:00 pm Local author Tina Lesher  
“The Abaya Chronicles” 

12/15  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “Suite Francaise” 

12/20 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Last Station” 

12/21 12:00 pm Harpist Merynda Adams 

12/5  2:00 pm The Organized Student by organizer 
Amara Wiley (for elementary and    
middle school students) 

12/11 10:30 am Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime. 
Ages 6 and under with parent or care-
giver. Spanish only spoken. 

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Assembly OKs ‘Model Contract’
Law for School Superintendents

Legislation sponsored by Assem-
bly Democrats that would control
school superintendent contracts was
approved 78-0 on Monday by the
Assembly. The legislation has been
referred to the Senate Education
Committee for consideration.

The bill (A-406) would require
the Commissioner of Education, in
consultation with the New Jersey
School Boards Association and the
New Jersey Association of School
Administrators, to develop a model
employment contract for superin-
tendents. The contract would ad-
dress salary, health insurance, pen-
sion benefits, sick days and vacation
leave.

The mandated model employment
contract could only be altered by a
school district with prior approval
of the Commissioner of Education.

Ex-Assemblyman Gets Three
Years in Prison for Taking Bribe

Former state Assemblyman Daniel
Van Pelt was sentenced to more than
three years in prison last week for
accepting a $10,000 bribe from a
developer, according to nj.com.

U.S. District Judge Joel Pisano
ordered Van Pelt to serve 41 months
in a federal prison – the maximum
sentence for his conviction.
State Legislation OKs Bullying Bill

In Response to Clement Suicide
The State Legislature on Monday

passed what is said to be the tough-
est anti-bullying law in the nation.
The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
cleared the Assembly by a 73-1-5
tally and the Senate 30-0. Assem-
blyman Michael Carroll (LD-25,
Morristown) was the only vote op-
posing the legislation.

According to press reports, the
legislation would require teachers,
administrators and school staff to
receive bullying training in addition
to the suicide training already man-
dated. Administrators would also be
required to collect data of the num-
ber of incidents and actions taken
against bullying, to be reported quar-
terly. Each school would receive a
bullying grade.

The bill sped through the Legisla-
ture following the suicide of Rutgers
University freshman Tyler Clement,

whose sexual encounter with an-
other male was secretly taped via a
webcam by his roommate and
streamed on the Internet.

Ethics Committee Votes, 9-1,
For Censure of Charlie Rangel
The House Ethics Committee voted

9-1 last Thursday to recommend cen-
sure or reprimand for Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-N.Y.), in response to 11
rules violations committed by the 20-
term congressman. The committee is
split evenly among Democrats and
Republicans, according to a CBS
News report.

As reported by CNN, Zoe Lofgren,
the committee’s co-chairwoman, in
addition to the censure, Mr. Rangel
would have to pay restitution for any
unpaid taxes and report back to the
committee.

The congressman, who represents
Harlem and who was first elected in
1970, will face a full House vote after
Thanksgiving.

The House will likely consider a
censure motion after Thanksgiving.
If it passes, he would have to stand
before Congress and receive an oral
rebuke from the House Speaker. No
House member has received a cen-
sure in the past 30 years.

Whitman, Lawmakers Receive
Christie Appointments

Former Congressional candidate
Kate Whitman of Peapack, Somerset
County, has been appointed to
Raritan Valley Community College’s
Board of Trustees by Governor Chris
Christie.

Ms. Whitman, the daughter of
former Governor and Environmen-
tal Protection Agency administrator
Christine Whitman, ran unsuccess-
fully for Congress from the Seventh
District in a seven-candidate Repub-
lican Primary Election in 2008, a
race won by Rep. Leonard Lance.

Appointed to the Board of State
Canvassers by Governor Christie are
Senator Donald Norcross (LD-5,
Camden), Senator Steven V. Oroho
(LD-34, Franklin), Assemblywoman
Elease Evans (LD-35, Paterson) and
Assemblyman Joseph Malone, 3rd
(LD-30, Bordentown).

Dana Kaspereen-Guidicipietro of
Mountainside was named to the Pro-
fessional Counselor Examiners Com-
mittee.

RVSA Hires New Dir., 6-5;
WF, SP and MS Vote ‘No’

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) last Thursday hired James
Meehan as its new executive director.

Mr. Meehan is currently the execu-
tive director of the Lambertville Mu-
nicipal Utilities Authority, a position
he has held for eight-and-a-half years.
He will join RVSA on November 29.
His hiring was approved by a 6-5 vote,
with Westfield Commissioner Allen
Chin most vocal among the opposition.

Mr. Chin read a statement arguing
for the promotion of current acting co-
executive director Bob Valent to the
position of executive director and Dan
Ward, the manager of plant mainte-
nance, to serve as Mr. Valent’s assis-
tant. This would, as Mr. Chin described
it, continue the current situation at
RVSA, with the executive-director du-
ties shared by the two men on staff.

He said this would have saved the
RVSA $114,500 instead of incurring
the costs of hiring a new executive
director. Mr. Meehan will be paid
$130,000, with fringe benefits
amounting to $45,500.

Previous Executive Director
Michael Brinker was paid $153,755
plus a monthly stipend of $2,500, to-
taling to $183,755. Bob Materna, the
authority’s secretary/treasurer, put the
cost of fringe benefits at roughly 30
percent, or $39,000, somewhat less
than the amount Mr. Chin had esti-
mated for the new executive director.

Clark Commissioner Frank
Mazzarella said it would be “refresh-
ing to have new eyes” looking at the
authority and suggested that Mr.
Meehan may save the authority

money. Voting against the appoint-
ment were the commissioners from
Cranford, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Woodbridge.
Voting in favor were the commis-
sioners from Rahway, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Garwood, Clark and
Roselle Park.

Rene Dierkes, the commissioner
from Mountainside, who headed the
search committee, voted against the
appointment.

In other business, Mr. Valent re-
ported that the sludge-drying facility,
a component of the co-generation
facility, has been operating since
October 18. The sludge drying uti-
lizes waste heat from the electrical
generation engines to dry the sludge,
which is the residue remaining after
bacterial digestion of the sewage. Mr.
Valent mentioned some minor
glitches with the gas compressor and
blender.

Among annual services contracts
being considered was a proposal from
Cipolla & Company, forensic ac-
counting firm, for $1,270,000 for
2011. This proposal was to be dis-
cussed further before any action.
Among contracts approved were one
for general counsel to Weiner Lesniak,
LLP for $562,125; Suplee Clooney
and Company for auditing services
in the amount of $28,000; McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter,
LLP as labor counsel for $51,750;
regulatory counsel services for
$16,400 to Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
and Davis; sludge contract adminis-
tration, Camp, Dresser, and McKee,
for $32,500; two contracts were ap-
proved with QC Labs for lab ser-
vices, one for bioassay for $4,110
and the other for sludge quality as-
surance reporting amounting to
$32,855; a $25,600 expenditure for
engineering services for air permit
compliance to Environmental Com-
pliance Associates, LLC, and a
$32,240 contract was awarded to D2L
Associates for meter sampling and
analysis.

Two contracts for litigation sup-
port were tabled. These were to have
been awarded to Integrated CHP Sys-
tems. This company has been work-
ing for the authority by subcontract
through Cipolla & Company as an
expert in co-generation.

Editor’s Note: In an article, James
Wancho was misidentified as an em-
ployee of Consolidated Construction
Management Services (CCMS) Cor-
poration. He is employed by Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor.

Charlie Brown’s Files for
Chap. 11; WF, SP Stay Open

MOUNTAINSIDE — CB Hold-
ing Corporation, the owner of Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouses and The Office
Beer Bar and Grill restaurants, filed
for Chapter 11 Protection last week.
The company also shut 13 New Jer-
sey restaurants. Charlie Brown’s in
Scotch Plains and Millburn will re-
main open for business, as will all of
its Office Bar and Grill locations,
including Westfield and Cranford.

The company filed for Chapter 11
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in
Wilmington, Del. It said it intends to
use the reorganization process to pro-
vide for an orderly sale of its ongoing
business operations.

The Mountainside-based com-
pany estimates it has assets of $100
million to $500 million, and debt of
$50 million to $100 million, ac-
cording to published reports. The
company also said it filed a motion
to secure $2.5 million from Ally
Commercial Finance to continue
operations.

CB Holding currently operates 20
Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse, 12
Bugaboo Creek Steak House and
seven The Office Beer Bar & Grill
restaurant locations along the East-
ern Seaboard.

Charlie Brown’s restaurants were
closed restaurants in Alpha,
Blackwood, Clifton, Green Brook,
Hackettstown, Highland Park,
Hillsborough, Kingston, Matawan,
Montclair, Piscataway, Tenafly and
Union. Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse
will continue to operate in Carlstadt,
East Windsor, Edison, Fairfield and
Hamilton.

The company last year sued its
former chief executive officer,

Russell D’Anton, alleging he billed
the company for renovations he
made to his Manasquan home and
teamed up with a contractor to pur-
chase land, build restaurants, sign
leases at above-market rent and sell
at a profit, according to published
reports.

D’Anton pleaded guilty to con-
spiring to defraud the company by
accepting kickback payments of $1
million in return for awarding con-
tracts to vendors.

According to the New Jersey
United States Attorney’s Office, he
faces a maximum of 25 years in prison
and $500,000 in fines when he is
sentenced next month.

AN ANNUAL TRADITION…Workers from Cascade Tree Service of Gillette
hang Christmas wreaths in Downtown Westfield. The workers also have been
hanging the Welcome Home to Westfield banners around the business district
in preparation for the holiday shopping season, which begins with Black Friday.

‘Small Business Sat.’
On November 27

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is do-
ing its part by promoting Small Busi-
ness Saturday on November 27. Ameri-
can Express is also championing the
national event.

For every $100 spent in locally
owned, independent stores, $68 re-
turns to the community through taxes,
payroll and other expenditures, ac-
cording to DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin. “Downtown Westfield
needs your help to make the inaugu-
ral Small Business Saturday a suc-
cess.”


