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Fanwood Police Department Offers
Tips to Prevent Home Burglaries

CAPPING THINGS OFF...Vietnam veteran Joe McCourt of Scotch Plains
celebrates Veterans Day with William White, a fourth grader at Evergreen
School. William requested a Veterans of Foreign Wars cap for his birthday last
year. He wore his cap to school to show his support for veterans.

Scotch Plains BOE Honors
Raider Marching Band

SP Police Say Recent Burglaries
Have Not Spread to Fanwood

School Officials Rip Christie Caps
On School Superintendent Salaries

SID Board Says Assessments
Need To Rise to Promote SP

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education representa-
tives last Thursday heard criticism
from school officials during the first
of four public hearings on Governor
Chris Christie’s plan to cap school
superintendent salaries.

The caps would follow a sliding
scale. School systems with up to 250
students would cap superintendents’
salaries at $120,000; districts with
6,501 to 10,000 students, like

Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, would be limited at
$175,000. The state education com-
missioner may approve a higher sal-
ary for a superintendent whose dis-
trict has more than 10,000 pupils.
Superintendents also could receive
a $2,500 stipend if their district in-
cludes a high school.

The issue of school chief salaries
follows a new 2-percent cap on
county, school and municipal tax
levies starting next year. The new
superintendent salary caps are set to
take effect in February.

Superintendents and other school
officials said the cap would cause
New Jersey public schools to be less
competitive in attracting school ad-
ministrators.

Only one of the department offi-
cials, Eric Taylor, a lawyer from the
Office of Statutes and Review, was
up at the front of the room hearing
questions from the audience. The
other three representatives, includ-
ing Union County Executive Super-
intendent Carmen Centuolo, were in
attendance at the meeting but did not
speak or participate. Neither Acting
Education Commissioner Rochelle
Hendricks nor Governor Christie at-
tended the hearing.

According to Richard Bozza, ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
School Administrators Association,
capping superintendent salaries will
result in school principals and other
administrators receiving greater

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A recent
wave of burglaries in the township
was the subject of a public meeting
Monday night at St. Bartholomew
Interparochial School. Police offi-
cials said the hearing was intended to
dispel any rumors residents may have
heard, as well as to encourage resi-
dents to take positive measures to
help prevent any future burglaries
from occurring.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, Scotch Plains Police Chief
Brian Mahoney, Detective Lieuten-
ant Brian Donnelly, Patrol Division

Commander Captain Steven Fried-
man, Sergeant Ted Conley, Township
Manager Christopher Marion, as well
as Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo, all attended the meeting.

“[Chief Trigo] is here to support
[the Scotch Plains police],” Chief
Mahoney stated. “One of the rumors
that we are trying to dispel here to-
night is that there has been a rash or
a wave of burglaries that has hit
Fanwood as well. I can tell you with
certainty, and [Chief Trigo] can nod
his head, that is not true. The burglar-
ies have not gone over the border.”

“For a period of three months, there
have been a total of 16 burglaries and

three attempted burglaries,” Chief
Mahoney stated. The last known bur-
glary attempt occurred sometime be-
tween Friday and Sunday on Judy
Lane on the south side of the town-
ship, near the Fanwood border, in
which the alarm was cut and the door
was kicked in.

The last successful burglary took
place November 17 on Winchester
Drive, also on the south side of the
township, but closer to Edison than
Fanwood. The victim of this burglary
commented at the hearing but re-
quested to remain anonymous.

According to the victim, her neigh-
bor saw a suspicious vehicle parked
in her driveway and was not sure if it
was someone she had hired. The
neighbor “felt weird” about possibly
reporting the man to the police, and
called the victim, who returned home
just as the man was leaving. The
victim reported that the man was a
black male, about 6 feet, 4 inches tall.
Upon entering her home, she found
that her small dog had been locked in
a closet.

The Winchester Drive burglary was
not in any way connected with heli-
copter activity over the south side of
the township on the morning of No-
vember 17. According to Lt. Donnelly,
“We had a bad storm. That was a gas
main that sprung a leak.”

Lt. Donnelly also spoke at the meet-
ing and went over some crime-pre-
vention tips for residents to follow.
The main thing, Lt. Donnelly and
Chief Mahoney both emphasized, was
for residents to call the police if they
see a suspicious person or vehicle,
instead of confronting that person
themselves.

“I’m not asking you to be vigilan-
tes; I don’t want anybody to be hurt,”
Chief Donnelly stated. “If you see a
car or something, you call [the Scotch
Plains police]. I don’t want anyone

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. (SPMC) spent the bulk
of their monthly meeting last week
wrestling with financial and expen-
diture issues amidst concerns about
its ability to effectively promote the
commercial business district on a lean
budget.

Board member Dominic Verdic said
at the November 16 meeting that a
hike in property assessments from
the present $200 per year will be
needed “if we want to continue and
we want to expand” the organization’s
efforts to promote existing businesses
and recruit new ones. “We’ve been
doing great so far this year,” he said,
singling out for praise David Biagini,
president of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager.

Without an increase in the annual
assessment, Mr. Verdic said, “we’re
going to sit in limbo.” Other board
members were more cautious, with
Greg Bisson saying any significant
boost in assessments would be diffi-

cult to implement in the current
economy. Shana Coelho agreed, say-
ing that an increase would be a “hard
sell.”

But Mr. Verdic said that even re-
turning the assessment to the $400
level that was in force during SPMC’s
initial year of operation would still
leave the organization’s finances
strained after accounting for Mr.
Biagini’s fee, the cost of printing and
distributing SPMC’s Simply Scotch
Plains quarterly magazine and the
expense involved in producing and
airing cable television commercials.
He added that any fee increase would
not be felt by property owners until
the assessment is due next summer.

SPMC’s annual budget is approxi-
mately $64,000, and adding to the
concern is an accounting quirk con-
tained in the 2008 ordinance that
created the SPMC in which disburse-
ments from the municipal govern-
ment, which collects the assessments,
are done only once a year during the
summer. As a result, SPMC’s next
infusion of funding won’t be until

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FANWOOD — In light of the re-
cent increase in burglaries in neigh-
boring jurisdictions, Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo is offering safety
tips to Fanwood residents to safe-
guard their homes. “First and fore-
most, if you see something suspi-
cious, please call the police. Our motto
is ‘please bother us if something
doesn’t appear right.’Chances are it’s
not,” Chief Trigo told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Chief Trigo also suggested resi-
dents follow the tips below:

Keep doors and windows locked.
Let your neighbors know if you are

going to be away so they can keep an
eye on your home.

Have someone pick up your news-
papers and mail while you are away.

Consider putting lights, radios or
televisions on timers to give the im-

pression of someone being home.
Keep landscaping around your

home trimmed so that bushes do not
give an intruder a place to hide while
gaining access through a window.

If your yard is fenced, lock the
gates so an intruder cannot easily
enter your rear yard.

Secure sliding doors by putting a
bolt lock on the bottom or a piece of
wood in the track to prevent the door
from sliding open.

Never leave valuables in plain view
by a window or door.

Once again, if you see anything out
of the ordinary, please call police.
Chief Trigo urged all residents to
make the call and let the police de-
cide if any action should be taken. If
you have any questions, please call
the Fanwood Police Department at
(908) 322-5000.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE ARE N.J. DOE OFFICIALS?...Cranford Superintendent of Schools
Gayle Carrick comments during a state Department of Education public hearing
on new salary caps for superintendents by the Christie Administration. The
hearing was held last Thursday night at Kean University. She questioned why
only one person represented the department at the hearing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Preceding
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meeting last Thurs-
day evening, members of the board
honored the 2010-2011 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raider March-
ing Band.

It was noted at the ceremony that
the Marching Band, under the direc-

tion of Durand Thomas, won the State
Championship held on October 23.

The winning Raider Marching
Band program is entitled “Genera-
tion Millennium” and showcases
music from Walt Disney’s Epcot Cen-
ter Fireworks Display entitled “Mil-
lennium Celebration!”

According to a resolution read in
its honor, the Raider Marching Band,

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY MEETING...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool addresses residents in attendance during a community
meeting Monday night in the St. Bartholomew Interparochial School auditorium over concerns regarding recent burglaries.
Police Chief Brian Mahoney, center, answers questions from the audience.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEKING APOLOGY…Roselle Borough Council President Jamel Holley, speak-
ing at Tuesday night’s freeholder meeting, demands an apology from the Union
County Republican candidates for comments that were attributed to GOP
hopefuls concerning voters in urban areas of the county. See letter on page 10.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 Roselle Residents Rip GOP
Hopefuls For ‘Racist’ Words

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Three Roselle
residents have demanded an apology
from Republican county candidates,
charging that they made racist com-
ments on Election Night that were
printed in The Westfield Leader [and
The Times]. The residents, including
a councilman, attended Tuesday
night’s freeholders meeting.

Commenting on an article printed
in The Leader/Times on November 4
under the headline “Democratic
County Freeholders Sweep; Sheriff
and Clerk Return,” Roselle Borough
Council President Jamel Holley ex-
pressed his disgust at what he felt was
“the most distasteful, disrespectful
article [he] has ever read in [his]
entire life.”

Mr. Holley read a letter signed by

he and 16 other elected officials from
Roselle, Linden, Union, Rahway and
Hillside, Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20), Asm. Jerry Green (D-22), Asw.
Linda Stender (D-22) and Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, which complained
about allegedly racist statements
made by the Republican candidates
for freeholder and county clerk.

“Most dismaying were the com-
ments made by candidate for County
Clerk Arthur Zapolski,” Mr. Holley
read, “who referred to the Demo-
cratic Party’s success, saying, ‘you
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.’”

“Your condescending statements
are simply unacceptable,” Mr. Holley
continued to read. “We collectively
urge you [the Republican candidates]

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


