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Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
WHO WILL SACRIFICE?...Among the many panel discussions at last week’s New Jersey League of Municipalities
Convention was one entitled “Shared Sacrifice: State-Local Relations and Government Reform.” The panel included, from
left to right, Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Whippany), Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), NJN moderator Michael Aron, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (LD-3, Gloucester).

WELCOME...Ron Czebrowski and Michelle Cousoulis of Lord & Taylor in
Westfield, along with Santa and Mrs. Claus, collected three truckloads of canned
food last year. The annual DWC-Lord & Taylor photos with Santa will take place
again at Lord & Taylor on November 26, 27 and 28.

tried to impose salary caps on their
superintendents, and the school sys-
tems have suffered because of it.”

“Minnesota did it in the way that
New Jersey is planning; they tied it to
the governor’s salary,” Ms. Garand
stated. “The effect on the schools was
that it was impos-
sible to recruit good
people from out of
state, and within the
state the schools
found ways to get
around the system.
Within a decade, the
state’s Legislature
abolished the law.”

Barbara Horl of
the New Jersey
School Boards As-
sociation said the
governor’s 2-per-
cent cap on prop-
erty-tax levies has
already served the
purpose of reduc-
ing costs.

Martin Dickerson, assistant superin-
tendent for Irvington Public Schools,
asked, “Does Governor Christie truly
care about the students of Newark,
Camden, Trenton? Does he have a pas-
sion for them? Why is the Governor
acting like he is still a prosecutor, and
New Jersey public schools are the de-
fendants?”

“While [Gov. Christie] is flying
around the country raising millions of
dollars for members of his own politi-
cal party,” Mr. Dickerson continued,
“he should’ve stacked the table with
educational leaders in New Jersey and
come up with a sensible, prudent solu-
tion to our big problem.”

Margaret Innet, of the Franklin Lakes
Board of Education, called the superin-
tendent salary caps “an act of bullying,
rather than true reform; it’s smoke and
mirrors, and makes for dramatic air-
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Meeting on Super Salaries

ity at that residence during that time. Lt.
Donnelly also recommended that resi-
dents who go away have a neighbor
take their mail inside for them, rather
than tell the Post Office to put their mail
on hold, because there have been cases
of postal workers being involved with
burglary schemes.

The first line of defense, according
to Lt. Donnelly, is “target harden-
ing.”

“You have pretty much everything
you need,” Lt. Donnelly stated. “What
you want to do is just have that burglar
say, ‘I can’t get in to this house, I’m
going to move on.’ A lot of burglars
have been going in open windows and
open doors. The number-one thing:
lock your doors, lock your windows.”

“Lock your garage doors,” Lt.
Donnelly advised. “[Burglars] can drive
along and open up your garage doors
with a universal remote, so don’t trust
the remote. If you’re going to go away,
just unplug your garage door [opener].”
Lt. Donnelly also reminded residents
to lock the interior garage door as well,
so even if a burglar can find a way into
the garage, he cannot get into a house.

When asked if there was any connec-
tion between the Scotch Plains burglar-
ies and the string of burglaries that hit
Westfield, Springfield and
Mountainside around the same time
last year, Chief Mahoney stated, “We’ve
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Scoth Plains Burglaries

featuring a panel comprised of Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney (D-3,
West Deptford), Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver (D-34, East Orange), and As-
sembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany). The de-
bate was taped as a special edition of
NJN’s show “On The Record.”

At the beginning of the meeting,
NJN moderator Michael Aron an-
nounced that due to Governor Chris
Christie’s budget cuts, the publicly
funded station would cease operation
on January 1 unless it could come up
with enough money from some other
source.

“I will not sleep at night unless
NJN is still on in January,” Asw.
Oliver stated in response.

“I know we’re in a fiscal crisis,”
Mr. Sweeney stated, “but we can’t
allow our voice for the people to go
dark in January. The Governor’s not
always right, and he’s not always
wrong, but here he’s wrong.”

“We’re finally having this conver-
sation in real-time,” Sen. Kean said,
not only pertaining to NJN’s funding
but the state budget in general. “Those
conversations on property-tax caps,
how to lower property taxes, how to
reduce the tax burden, how to create
new jobs and opportunities in the
state, how to have an education sys-
tem that is excellent in every single
zip code, those conversations weren’t
had in the past 10 years in Trenton.”

“The exciting thing in the last year,”
Mr. Kean continued, “is that Gover-
nor Christie and the Legislature are
actually talking about real-time solu-
tions and making the decisions that
are necessary, and NJN is one of
those answers.”

Shaun Van Doren, a Tewksbury
Township committeewoman in
Hunterdon County, asked Mr.
Sweeney to “elaborate on [his] ideas
and proposals of what [he’s] putting
forth” in regards to the potential shar-
ing of services between different gov-
ernment entities.

“We [in Gloucester County] closed
our women’s detention center (jail),”
said Mr. Sweeney, who resigned ear-
lier this year as Gloucester County
freeholder director. “The county
saved $2.8 million by closing it and
sent prisoners to Camden and Salem
County [jails]. Our juvenile deten-
tion center we [also] closed and sent
those juveniles to other places. We
were spending $700 a day for chil-
dren being incarcerated at $1.8 mil-
lion.”

“This isn’t about ‘towns, you need
to do X, Y and Z,’” Mr. Sweeney
stated. “This is about towns, coun-
ties, all governments finding ways
not to have to spend all the money
that we spend.”

Carl Bergmanson and Bob Russo,
former mayors of neighboring towns
Glen Ridge and Montclair in Essex
County, respectively, noted their suc-
cessful “shared service of fire ser-
vices, where Montclair gained rev-
enue and Glen Ridge saved money,”
as Mr. Russo said.

“I support Mr. Sweeney’s efforts to
have more and more regionalization
and consolidation,” Mr. Russo added.
“I support the idea of towns merging.
We just can’t have that many separate
mayors and separate councils and
separate police chiefs and superin-
tendents of school districts. Obvi-
ously, we have this ‘home rule syn-
drome’ in New Jersey.”

“Students do not understand why
there is a Princeton Borough and a
Princeton Township, a Chatham Bor-
ough and Chatham Township,” Mr.
Russo said. “They don’t understand
the history that brought that about.”

“What we need to do is get the
towns that are adjoining — the smaller
towns and larger ones — to merge,”
Mr. Russo stated.
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Convention

time. [It] allows blame to shift to a
small group rather than really address
what’s broken in the system.”

“For my district,” Ms. Innet contin-
ued, “it means losing our ability to
attract the talent we deserve. Forbes
recently rated us in the top 10 districts

in the nation. This
regulation, pushed
through by passing
[in] the Legislature,
will most certainly
take my district out
of that prime posi-
tion.”

Ms. Innet stated
that she felt that the
lack of Department
of Education em-
ployees up at the
front of the room
was “really in keep-
ing with the lack of
respect of this regu-
lation and every av-
enue through which
it’s been delivered.”

Cranford Superintendent Gayle
Carrick, who spoke after Ms. Innet,
also said she felt, “so disheartened by
the fact that there appears to be one
person” representing the Department
of Education.

“[Cranford] gets memos from Tren-
ton with people copied on them who
are no longer employed by the Depart-
ment of Education,” Ms. Carrick stated,
directing her comment at Mr. Taylor
specifically. “I find that frightening. Do
you know that they left?”

“I couldn’t find the room [for this
hearing],” Ms. Carrick continued. “I
couldn’t find the building; there’s one
person here to listen, and you’re not
even looking at me.”

When approached by The Westfield
Leader after the conclusion of the hear-
ing, Ms. Centuolo declined to com-
ment.

spoken to the Westfield detectives. That
may be something that our detectives
are working on with Westfield, but I
don’t have that information to release
tonight.”

The pair who were arrested and
charged with the Westfield-area bur-
glaries, Kristin Modoski, 18, of
Westfield and Kamil Ciesluk, 21, of
Springfield, had been sentenced to pro-
bation instead of jail time, which raised
the possibility that they could be out
continuing to commit similar crimes.
Also arrested was Samantha Mathis-
Smith, 18, of Westfield.

“We’re not going to release a whole
lot of information about suspects,” Chief
Mahoney restated.

In addition to working with Westfield
detectives, Chief Mahoney noted that
the Scotch Plains police have “helped
Hillside with their K-9 unit, [and now]
Hillside’s offering to send detectives
here to help us with our burglaries.”

Chief Mahoney also encouraged resi-
dents to sign up for the Union County
First Alert System to receive updates
and alerts on any subsequent burglaries
or attempted burglaries, and promised
that the Scotch Plains police would
start publishing their police blotter on
their official website, in addition to
having that information listed in The
Westfield Leader, which they do cur-
rently.

Garwood Asked to Guarantee
Trash Amount to 2050

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s gov-
erning body was asked Tuesday night
to guarantee a minimum amount of
garage at the county’s garbage incin-
erator through the year 2050 as part of
a long-term lease extension currently
being negotiated with Covanta Energy,
the company that operates the Rahway
facility.

Council members expressed worries
about the extended years on the deal.
They were concerned that some new
technology or trend, 20 or 30 years
down the road, could cause the levels of
waste output in the town to severely
drop.

“We could potentially place the bur-
den of this amendment on kids who
haven’t even been born yet,” Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma said.

Gina Bilangi, a lawyer from the
Teaneck-based law firm DeCotis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, which represents
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA,) said the UCUA recently re-
newed their agreement with Covanta to
extend the lifetime of the facility by
decades, as well as refinance the debt
on the waste-to energy facility.

Now the UCUA wishes to pass a first
amendment to the deal that they have
with the towns over their household
waste output. They are hoping that the
towns will extend the deal that they
have, one that currently ends in 2023, to
2045, with an option for it to be ex-
tended to 2050. She said the new rates
would go into affect January 1.

If the borough wished not to execute
the amendment, then the current rates
would stay in effect until it runs out in
2023.

Providing more waste [than the mini-
mum] is not an issue, council members
said, noting the borough just pays the

per-ton fee. Going under the tonnage
number could result in financial penal-
ties under the proposed deal. Ms.
Bilangi said the UCUA has never pur-
sued towns for that money. Every five
years, tonnage requirements can be
renegotiated, just never down, only up.

Fanwood PD Offers Tips
To Prevent Burglaries
FANWOOD — In light of the recent

increase in burglaries in neighboring
jurisdictions, Fanwood Police Chief Ri-
chard Trigo is offering safety tips to
Fanwood residents to safeguard their
homes. “First and foremost, if you see
something suspicious, please call the
police. Our motto is ‘please bother us if
something doesn’t appear right.’
Chances are, it’s not,” Chief Trigo told
The Westfield Leader.

Chief Trigo also suggested residents
follow the tips below:

Keep doors and windows locked at
all times.

Let your neighbors know if you are
going to be away so they can keep an
eye on your home.

Have someone pick up your newspa-
pers and mail while you are away.

Consider putting lights, radios or tele-
visions on timers to give the impression
of someone being home.

Keep landscaping around your home
trimmed so that bushes do not give an
intruder a place to hide while gaining
access through a window.

If your yard is fenced, lock the gates
so an intruder cannot easily enter your
rear yard.

Secure sliding doors by putting a bolt
lock on the bottom or a piece of wood in
the track to prevent the door from slid-
ing open.

Never leave valuables in plain view
by a window or door.

Once again, if you see anything out of
the ordinary, please call police. Chief
Trigo urged all residents to make the
call and let the police decide if any
action should be taken. If you have any
questions, please call the Fanwood Po-
lice Department at (908) 322-5000.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING APOLOGY…Roselle Borough Council President Jamel Holley, speak-
ing at Tuesday night’s freeholder meeting, demands an apology from the Union
County Republican candidates for comments that were attributed to GOP
hopefuls concerning voters in urban areas of the county. See article above.

Roselle Residents Rip GOP Over ‘Racist’ Comments in Leader
By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Three Roselle resi-
dents have demanded an apology from
Republican county candidates, charg-
ing that they made racist comments on
Election Night that were then printed
in The Westfield Leader. The residents,
including a councilman, attended
Tuesday night’s freeholders meeting.

Commenting on an article printed
in The Leader on November 4 under
the headline “Democratic County
Freeholders Sweep; Sheriff and Clerk
Return,” Roselle Borough Council
President Jamel Holley expressed his
disgust at what he felt was “the most
distasteful, disrespectful article [he]
has ever read in [his] entire life.”

Mr. Holley read a letter signed by
he and 16 other elected officials from
Roselle, Linden, Union, Rahway and
Hillside, Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20), Asm. Jerry Green (D-22), Asw.
Linda Stender (D-22) and Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, which complained
about allegedly racist statements
made by the Republican candidates
for freeholder and county clerk.

“Most dismaying were the com-
ments made by candidate for County
Clerk Arthur Zapolski,” Mr. Holley
read, “who referred to the Demo-

cratic Party’s success, saying, ‘you
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.’”

“Your condescending statements
are simply unacceptable,” Mr. Holley
continued to read. “We collectively
urge you [the Republican candidates]
to publicly apologize for these dis-
graceful remarks and to be more con-
siderate and respectful of all voters in
the future.”

Jineen Holmes, a representative and
vice-president of the Elizabeth branch
of the People’s Organization for
Progress, also spoke out against the
comments published in The Leader.
“If we allow [Zapolski] to say that,
then we’re going to allow someone
else to come back and say, ‘well,
because those people didn’t vote,
maybe we should have shackled them
and chained them and brought them
to the voting polls.’”

“We should not tolerate this Mickey
Mouse-minded man’s comment,” Ms.
Holmes stated. “I do not tolerate
people of [Zapolski’s] kind… I’m
allergic to ignorance.”

Cynthia Johnson, a business owner
and Roselle resident, also gave a tear-
ful and emotional statement.

“I need them to define a ‘cattle,’

okay? Why is he saying we do not
have the brain power? Obviously, we
had enough brain power to overthrow
them and win our election,” she said.

Kenilworth resident John Bury
made a general statement from the
opposing viewpoint. “[Holley] started
off saying they represent whites,
Haitians, African-Americans, and
then they take the comments as if it’s
attacking African-Americans. I didn’t
take it like that, and I can’t imagine
why they would make this a racial
thing. It’s not a black/white issue; it’s
more [about] competence. There are
real issues: pension deferrals, taxes
going up… nobody up there says ‘cut
taxes.’ I think it’s just a straw man to
bring up racism, and I wish [the Re-
publican candidates] were here to
either apologize or explain.”

Aside from discussing the alleged
racism, the freeholders unanimously
passed resolutions awarding a total of
$163,779 to The Louis Berger Group
of Morristown for “the design, con-
struction, administration and inspec-
tion services for the intersection im-
provement project[s]” in Summit and
Elizabeth. This month, The Berger
Group, one of the United States
government’s biggest contractors in
Afghanistan, agreed to pay $69.3 mil-
lion in civil and criminal penalties for
defrauding the federal government.
The payment was a deferred prosecu-
tion settlement offered to the firm by
the U.S. Department of Justice.

In response, Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson petitioned the free-
holders “to separate these two [reso-
lutions pertaining to The Berger
Group] out for a separate vote on
these to make a statement about in-
tegrity in government.”

“We [have] problems here,” Mr.
Paterson continued in a general state-
ment later in the meeting. “You better
do something with ‘pay to play’ be-
cause if not, I’m looking at a criminal
enterprise going on here.”

Among the other resolutions passed
unanimously, the freeholders agreed
to accept $1,031,442 from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
for road-improvement projects, with
$1,118,000 of this money being allo-
cated towards improvements to Terrill
Road, which runs between Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield.

The board also welcomed Union
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska
and Union County Bomb Squad Com-
mander Lieutenant Richard Puschel,
who elaborated on the county bomb
squad’s work diffusing a bomb dis-
guised as a printer cartridge at New-
ark Liberty International Airport late
last month.

This Letter Was Copied to The Westfield Leader,
November 23

Dear 2010 Republican Candidates
For Union Countywide Office,

One of Union County’s greatest
strengths is the incredible diversity
we enjoy within our communities.
That is why we are writing to express
our sincere shock and utter astonish-
ment at your comments after the Gen-
eral Election held on November 2 of
this year.

We are specifically referring to an
article printed on November 4, 2010
in The Westfield Leader in which
Freeholder Candidate Elyse Medved
said, “These people (Democratic vot-
ers in urban parts of the county) are
getting what they vote for, and it’s a
shame because they won’t open their
eyes, but we will eventually force
them to open their eyes. It’s not over.”
Freeholder candidate Ellen Dickson
continued by saying, “Those who are
benefiting from the largesse are get-
ting a bigger and bigger percentage,
and that percentage is sucking all the
rest of us.” Freeholder candidate Brian
Flanagan said, “We’ve tried so many
ways...we just keep getting hosed out
here in the western end of the county,
and it’s got to stop.” Most dismaying
were the comments made by candi-
date for County Clerk Arthur
Zapolski, who referred to the Demo-
cratic Party’s success, saying, “You
hit them (people in urban areas) with
a cattle prod, and they’ll go under;
there’s no brain power involved.”

We find that comments such as
these linger at the border of racism
and are not appropriate viewpoints of
candidates for Countywide, or any,
elected office. These remarks prac-
tice the politics of divisiveness that
have no place in society today.

The residents of our urban com-
munities are just as pensive and de-
liberate in their voting decisions as
those in our suburban neighboring
communities, and to suggest other-
wise is both insulting and disrespect-
ful. These calculated choices are ex-
hibited when voters elect individuals
fighting for those that best represent
their needs. Both at the Congres-
sional and State level, Republicans
have voted to extend benefits for the
wealthiest while cutting programs and
services for the vast majority of hard-
working residents. House Republi-
cans rejected a measure that would
have extended unemployment ben-

efits scheduled to lapse on November
30; yet, they continue to support ex-
tending the Bush tax cuts to the
wealthiest 2 percent of Americans.
At the state level, the Governor chose
to support tax cuts for millionaires,
yet submitted a budget that cut vital
services to our children and senior
citizens.

We thank these urban voters who
were also joined by thousands of
residents throughout the suburban
parts of the County and voted based
on the real issues. We believe the
voters of Union County knew exactly
what they were doing on November
2. They voted for those that have their
priorities in mind ... the right priori-
ties.

Your condescending statements are
simply unacceptable. We collectively
urge you to publicly apologize for
these disgraceful remarks and to be
more considerate and respectful of
all voters in the future.

Sincerely,

Council President Jamel Holley,
Borough of Roselle;

Councilman Derek Armstead,
City of Linden;

Councilman Yves Aubourg,
Borough of Roselle;

Mayor Chris Bollwage,
City of Elizabeth;

State Senator Raymond J. Lesniak
(D-20)

Assemblyman Gerry Green (D-22)
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22)

Councilman James E. Baker, Jr.,
City of Rahway;

Councilman Edward Brewer,
Township of Hillside;

Councilman President Carlisle,
Township of Hillside;

Committeewoman-Elect
Suzette Cavadas, Union Township;

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, (D-20)
Councilwoman Cecilia Dallis-Ricks,

Borough of Roselle;
Councilwoman Christine Dansereau,

Borough of Roselle;
Chris Hudak, City of Linden,
Democratic Municipal Chair;

Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh,
Union County;

Committeemen Clifton People, Union
Township (Union Township’s 1st

African-American Mayor)

Editor’s note: The Union County
Democrats set up a website,
apologizenowinuc.com.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
ATTACKING SUPER CAPS ...Rich-
ard Bozza, executive director of the
New Jersey School Administrators
Association, told state officials that
capping superintendent salaries will
result in principals and other adminis-
trators receiving greater compensa-
tion than superintendents.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


