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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Courtesy of Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
CONVENTION-AL WISDOM...A Westfield contingent, featuring Councilman
Keith Loughlin, Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Councilman Sam Della Fera, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca and Administrator Jim Gildea, pauses
from a day of seminars on how to better equip the town for operating under the
current fiscal climate, at the League of Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City.

Correction
In  the Westfield Board of Educa-

tion story last week, it refers to “some
Wilson school chlidren to be re-
zoned to attend EIS instad of RIS.”
That should have read Washington
Elementary School, not Wilson. We
regret the error.

Courtesy of Sharon Roitman
EDUCATION...As part of American Education Week, students at Westfield’s
McKinley Elementary School learned about the importance of education through
visits from guest readers. Pictured here, Westfield’s Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan reads “A Fine, Fine School” to third graders, including from left
to right, Andrew Principato, Henry Shapiro and Theresa Lizzo.
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Lawmakers Discuss Property-Tax
Reform, Shared Services at NJ LOM
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SP Police Say Burglaries
Have Not Spread to Fanwood

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ATLANTIC CITY — Thousands
of mayors, council members, free-
holders and public-works employ-
ees, representing each of New Jersey’s
566 municipalities and 21 counties,
gathered at the Atlantic City Conven-
tion Center November 16 to 19 to
discuss new ways of saving money,
and to marvel at new technologies
that can be bought with the money
that is saved.

The convention featured various
discussions, debates and lectures in
which attendees had an opportunity

to listen and participate. In addition,
there was a showroom floor on which
police, fire and utility vehicles were
showcased, and services were adver-
tised. The Union County Freeholders
also had their public-relations bus on
the premises with various pamphlets
and flyers available for passers-by to
learn about services offered by the
county.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) was one of the panel-
ists participating in the “Real Prop-
erty Tax Reform” discussion on
Wednesday morning. Accompanying
Mr. Bramnick was State Senator Steve
Oroho (R-24, Sparta) and Assembly-
man Lou Greenwald (D-6, Voorhees),
Wood-Ridge Mayor and State Sena-
tor Paul Sarlo (D-36), and Eatontown
Mayor Jerry Tarantolo. Rutgers Pro-
fessor Emeritus Ernie Reock moder-
ated the discussion.

Mr. Reock started off the discus-
sion by stating that property taxes in
New Jersey provide “a very stable
revenue” compared to sales and in-
come taxes, the latter of which he
described as “modest, except on the
highest taxpayers.”

In coming up with other solutions
to generate revenue so that property
taxes would not need to be as high,
Mr. Reock explained that if sales
taxes were applied to clothing and
footwear, New Jersey would gener-
ate $918 million per year. If the sales

tax were applied to gasoline, the state
would generate an extra $421 mil-
lion, and if the sales tax were applied
to prescription drugs, an extra $215
million.

Asm. Bramnick argued that in or-
der to provide more efficient services
for taxpayers, more services should
be provided by the municipalities,
and less by the counties or the state.

“Do not send your money to Tren-
ton under any circumstance,” Mr.
Bramnick declared. “The farther your
money is from your house, the less
likely it is to be efficiently managed.”

Sen. Oroho echoed Mr. Bramnick’s
sentiments, reminding attendees that,
“the best place to keep [your money]
is in your pocket. The worst place to
send your money is down to Tren-
ton.”

Asm. Greenwald noted that he was
“not in favor of more taxes; I am in
favor of equity.” Mr. Greenwald com-
pared the state’s property-tax laws to
an old house, which instead of being
“a fixer-upper” is “a tear-down-and-
rebuild.”

“I would scale back the sales tax to
6 percent so that municipalities can
use that to offset their property taxes
as they see fit,” Mr. Greenwald stated.

Later that day, the television net-
work NJN hosted a debate regarding
“Shared Sacrifice, State-Local Regu-
lations, and Government Reform,”

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A recent wave
of burglaries in the township was the
subject of a public meeting Monday
night at St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School. Police officials said the hear-
ing was intended to dispel any rumors
residents may have heard, as well as to
encourage residents to take positive
measures to help prevent any future
burglaries from occurring.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Detective Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly, Patrol Division Commander
Captain Steven Friedman, Sergeant Ted
Conley, Township Manager Christo-
pher Marion, as well as Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo, all attended
the meeting.

“[Chief Trigo] is here to support [the
Scotch Plains police],” Chief Mahoney
stated. “One of the rumors that we are
trying to dispel here tonight is that there
has been a rash or a wave of burglaries
that has hit Fanwood as well. I can tell
you with certainty, and [Chief Trigo]
can nod his head, that is not true. The
burglaries have not gone over the bor-
der.”

“For a period of three months, there
have been a total of 16 burglaries and
three attempted burglaries,” Chief
Mahoney stated. The last known bur-
glary attempt occurred sometime be-
tween Friday and Sunday on Judy Lane
on the south side of the township, near
the Fanwood border, in which the alarm
was cut and the door was kicked in.

The last successful burglary took
place on November 17 on Winchester
Drive, also on the south side of the
township, but closer to Edison than
Fanwood. The victim of this burglary
commented at the hearing but requested
to remain anonymous.

According to the victim, her neigh-
bor saw a suspicious vehicle parked in

her driveway and was not sure if it was
someone she had hired. The neighbor
“felt weird” about possibly reporting
the man to the police, and called the
victim, who returned home just as the
man was leaving. The victim reported
that the man was a black male, about 6
feet, 4 inches tall. Upon entering her
home, she found that her small dog had
been locked in a closet.

The Winchester Drive burglary was
not in any way connected with helicop-
ter activity over the south side of the
township on the morning of Novem-
ber 17. According to Lt. Donnelly, “We
had a bad storm. That was a gas main
that sprung a leak.”

Lt. Donnelly also spoke at the meet-
ing and went over some crime-preven-
tion tips for residents to follow. The
main thing, Lt. Donnelly and Chief
Mahoney both emphasized, was for
residents to call the police if they see a
suspicious person or vehicle, instead of
confronting that person themselves.

“I’m not asking you to be vigilantes;
I don’t want anybody to be hurt,” Chief
Donnelly stated. “If you see a car or
something, you call [the Scotch Plains
police]. I don’t want anyone saying,
‘I’m going to stop this person.’ That’s
our job.”

Lt. Donnelly said the police have a
service for residents who go away on
vacation, where residents can fill out a
form stating what days they will be
away from home, and the police will be
on the lookout for any suspicious activ-
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Courtesy of Victoria Candon
HOLIDAY ECHOES...Members of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
International American Alphorn Ensemble will  entertain holiday shoppers in
downtown Westfield  this season. Directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, the Alphorn
Ensemble will recreate the sounds of the Alps on  Saturday December 4, 11 and
18  between 2:30 and 4 p.m. on the corner of East Broad and Elm Streets.
Ensemble members will also appear at El  Teatro en El Museo Del Barrio on
December 10 at 2 p.m., December 11 at 2 and 8 p.m. and December 12  at 2 p.m.
at 1230 Fifth Avenue and 104th Street  in New York City. For more information,
please call (908) 789-9696.

WF Council Supports Idea of
Traffic Light at Lord & Taylor

School Officials Rip Gov. Christie’s
Caps on Superintendent Salaries
By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education representatives last
Thursday heard criticism from school
officials during the first of four public
hearings on Governor Chris Christie’s
plan to cap school superintendent sala-
ries.

The caps would follow a sliding scale.
School systems with up to 250 students
would cap superintendents’ salaries at
$120,000; districts with 6,501 to 10,000
students, like Westfield and Scotch

Plains-Fanwood, would be limited at
$175,000. The state education com-
missioner may approve a higher salary
for a superintendent whose district has
more than 10,000 pupils. Superinten-
dents also could receive a $2,500 sti-
pend if their district includes a high
school.

The issue of school chief salaries
follows a new 2-percent cap on county,
school and municipal tax levies start-
ing next year. The new superintendent
caps are set to take effect in February.

Superintendents and other school

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session, the council reviewed its agenda
for next week’s public meeting and
heard from residents regarding leaf
pickup and a proposed vacant-property
ordinance.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said the council would consider a reso-
lution supporting a proposed traffic
light on North Avenue at the Lord &
Taylor department store. He said the
project is in the “early stages” but that
Union County had indicated it may
help finance the project.

Mr. Gildea said a resolution from the
council would let everyone know the
project has support.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the traffic light would
control ingress and egress from the
parking lot and was “at Lord & Taylor’s
request.”

At next week’s meeting, the council
also will vote on a resolution to approve
a change order for the South Avenue
street-scaping improvements. The to-
tal contract price is $627,967.60, and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon said the
changes are due to additional landscap-

officials said the cap would cause New
Jersey public schools to be less com-
petitive in attracting school adminis-
trators.

Only one of the department officials,
Eric Taylor, a lawyer from the Office of
Statutes and Review, was up at the front
of the room hearing questions from the
audience. The other three representa-
tives, including Union County Execu-
tive Superintendent Carmen Centuolo,
were in attendance at the meeting but
did not speak or participate. Neither
Acting Education Commissioner Roch-
elle Hendricks nor Governor Christie
attended the hearing.

According to Richard Bozza, execu-
tive director of the New Jersey School
Administrators Association, capping
superintendent salaries will result in
school principals and other administra-
tors receiving greater compensation
than superintendents. He also said the
policy would result in experienced
school district leaders leaving New Jer-
sey to work in other states. Mr. Bozza
also said the new policy creates disin-
centives for those employees aspiring
to be superintendents in the state and
incentives for other officials to remain
in their current positions.

“We must remember that it is the
community that determines whether a
superintendent is hired, fired, earns a
raise or does not earn a raise,” stated
East Hanover Superintendent Joseph
Ricca, “not Trenton.”

“We do not need government inter-
vention here,” Mr. Ricca continued,
“no more than we need government
intervention telling us what to eat or
what type of health care to buy. The
people are the employer in this in-
stance, not the commissioner of educa-
tion, the Legislature or the Governor.”

Barbara Garand, a member of the
Northern Highlands Board of Educa-
tion, reminded the audience that, “two
states [Minnesota and New York] have

ing and other minor changes.
Resident Sharon Stockwell asked

the council to step up leaf collection
around the schools. She said in the area
of Franklin Elementary School, “it’s a
hazard,” because leaves are blocking a
crosswalk on Prospect Street and block-
ing storm drains. She also asked the
council if it had considered an ordi-
nance regulating vacant structures,
which she had proposed to the govern-
ing body.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said the
ordinance is on the Code Review and
Town Property Committee’s agenda
but that the “agenda is quite long.”

Prospect Street resident Len
Berman asked the council to ensure
that the vacant properties along Pros-
pect Street be maintained during the
winter weather, as a child fell last
year.

Mr. Gildea said the property owner
will be reminded and that if snow is not
shoveled, a violation will be issued.

The council went into closed session
to discuss the builder’s remedy lawsuit
being brought by Sunnyside Senior
Housing. Sunnyside is seeking a high-
density housing development, includ-
ing affordable housing, on Springfield
Avenue.

Courtesy of Ingrid McKinley
FOR THE BIRDS...Massive flocks of birds take to the air last week on Harrison Avenue in Westfield. Residents have
reported seeing hundreds of birds landing on their lawns and then, shortly afterwards, moving a few houses down.


