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Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

Pre-K, Children, Teens & Adults

FALL SESSION STILL FORMING

500 North Avenue East, Westfield  (908) 654-5663

All Levels Welcome

Ask About Our High School Portfolio Class

Local Artist Takes Three
Prizes with One Piece

WESTFIELD – In May, Bruce Long
of Westfield entered his segmented
woodturning piece into the ninth an-
nual “National Arts Program and Ex-
hibit for Union County Employees
and Their Families.”

He took first place in the Amateur
Craft category. He is eligible since his
wife, Paula, works in the county’s
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

Next in line was the “2010 Union
County Senior Art Show” in June,
where he entered the same piece and
received first place in the 3D Craft
category.

All first-place winners in the County
Senior Art Show are automatically
entered into the “State Senior Art
Show,” held this year in East Windsor.
Entries were submitted from all but
six counties in the state. Judging took
place in September, and after much

deliberation, Mr. Long’s piece won
second place in the Non-Pro Craft
category. An awards ceremony was
held late last month.

The work is comprised of hundreds
of pieces of wood of different species
precision-cut into segments and glued
together to form rings. The rings are
then stacked and glued together to
form an original geometric design.
The stacked formation is then turned
on a lathe to its final form. Sanding
and finishing complete the work.

Mr. Long is an amateur woodworker,
specializing in woodturning on the
lathe. He is a member of the New
Jersey Woodturners and their parent
organization, the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners. He is also a mem-
ber of the Westfield Art Association.
For information on any of these orga-
nizations, call him at (908) 654-1874
or (908) 461-1548.

Mother Seton to Present
Wizard of Oz Nov. 19-21

CLARK – Students at Mother Se-
ton Regional High School will per-
form in the school’s annual musical,
The Wizard of Oz, on Friday and Sat-
urday, November 19 and 20, at 7:30
p.m. and on Sunday, November 21, at
2 p.m. All performances will be held
in the school’s auditorium.

Hannah Clark, a sophomore from
Scotch Plains, is cast in the lead role of
Dorothy. Following her down the yel-
low brick road will be Soley Estevas,
a senior from Avenel, as The Friendly
Lion, Sarah Derderian, a senior from
East Brunswick, as The Scarecrow
and Lauren Mateo, a senior from Iselin,
as The Tin Man.

Takisha Pierre of Irvington will
portray The Wicked Witch of the West
and Katherine Newton of Middlesex
is cast as Glinda, The Good Witch.

Catherine Serzan, a sophomore from
Westfield, will portray Aunt Em and
Ryan Durkin is cast as Uncle Henry.
Paul Rosato of Woodbridge is cast as
Professor Marvel and The Wizard of

Oz.
The play will be performed under

the direction of Margaret Hak. Sister
Theo Furniss will serve as the play
coordinator. Music will be under the
direction of Lucille Obie, and Megan
Ferentinos is in charge of choreogra-
phy. Carol Henderson, faculty mem-
ber at Mother Seton, is in charge of
costumes. Set design is under the di-
rection of Janet Murphy and Jack
Duffy.

Stage managers for the show in-
clude sophomores Juliana Balabusta
of Linden, Vivian Cao of Colonia,
Miah Simmons of Plainfield, and
sophomores Carla Souza and Jackie
Stiles and freshman Breanna Barrett,
all from Rahway.

Ticket prices on Friday are $10 for
general admission and $8 for children
and senior citizens. On Saturday, all
tickets will be $10. For Sunday’s per-
formance, general admission will be
$10, while the cost for children and
senior citizens will be $5.

Author Helps People
Learn to ‘Be Happy’
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet with Westfield resident
Josie Varga, author of the inspira-
tional book “Make Up Your Mind to
Be Happy,” on November 20, from 2
to 4 p.m.

This book is not about teaching
people how to be happy; it is about
what one’s soul already knows to be
true. Ms. Varga grew up with a dis-
ability that often left her self-confi-
dence floundering, and she shares the
secret to staying positive and happy.

In addition to her book writing,
she has completed several medical
treatments that were broadcast for
reality television, including a televi-
sion series for her book, “Visits from
Heaven.” A creative thinker, she is
the holder of two patents. She lives
in Westfield with her husband and
two daughters. For more informa-
tion about the author, visit
josievarga.com.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). To learn more, call (908)
233-3535.

Crescent Society Presents
Two Versions of Magnificat

PLAINFIELD – The Crescent Cho-
ral Society will present two versions
of the Magnificat, written two centu-
ries apart, on Sunday, November 21,
at 3 p.m. in the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of Crescent Avenue and Sev-
enth Street in Plainfield. The concert
is the second of this season’s Cres-
cent Concerts Series.

Conducted by Ronald Thayer,
music director at the Crescent Av-
enue Church, the chorus and soloists,
accompanied by nine strings and or-
gan, will offer J.S. Bach’s Magnificat
in D major and Alan Hovhannes’s
Magnificat.

The text for these works is drawn
from the Gospel of Luke, I: 46—55.
Mary, having been informed by an

angel that she will bear Jesus, the
“Son of the most high,” offers praise
to God that begins, “My soul magni-
fies the Lord,” which in Latin is
“Magnificat anima mea Dominum.”

The Magnificat text has been set to
music countless times, dating back to
the Renaissance. Most of these are
relative short and meant to be in-
cluded in religious services. But a
small number, such as the two to be
heard on Saturday, are performed to-
day as part of a concert.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors and
$5 for students) may be purchased at
the door.

Handicap access, bathrooms and
large-print programs are available.
For enquiries, call (908) 756-
2468.

Musical Trio Girlyman
Returns to Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its 11th season by presenting the
pop-folk group Girlyman at the First
United Methodist Church, located at
1 East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue), in Westfield on Saturday,
November 20. Doors will open at
7:30 p.m., and the concert begins at 8
p.m. Admission is $19 on line and
$23 at the door. Advance purchase of
tickets is recommended by going to
girlyman.eventbrite.com.

Doris Muramatsu and Tylan
Greenstein became best friends in
second grade. The two met Nate
Borofsky in college at a talent show,
and since then, they have been creat-
ing their own unique language of
three-part harmony.

Informed by 1960s vocal groups
like Simon and Garfunkel and The
Mamas and the Papas, and infused
with years of classical and jazz train-
ing, Girlyman’s songs are a dance of
melody and suspensions – a blend of

acoustic, Americana, and rock.
Girlyman formed in 2001 in Brook-

lyn, where the friends shared an apart-
ment; their first rehearsal was sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 11. It
was postponed, but the events of that
day helped the trio clarify its vision:
“We decided to just have fun and not
take ourselves too seriously,” Mr.
Borofsky said.

The Keith Knost Special Needs
Trust is the beneficiary of this con-
cert. Keith Knost is a former Summit
resident who was paralyzed from the
chest down in a horrific car accident
in October 2000. He currently re-
sides at Manor Care in Mountainside,
where he is adjusting to his new life
circumstances. For more information
about Keith Knost and the Trust, go
to girlyman.eventbrite.com.

To learn more, visit
coffeewithconscience.org or call the
concert hotline at (908) 412-9105 or
send an e-mail to ahrre@ahrre.com.
Volunteers are always appreciated.

Comedian Marino Comes
Home for Special Benefit

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
native Mike Marino will bring his
“New Jersey’s Bad Boy of Comedy”
act to the Italian-American Hall in
Scotch Plains at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
November 27.

Mr. Marino lives in Los Angeles
now, but he never misses an oppor-
tunity to come home to New Jersey.
His parents still live in the house he
grew up in, just down the road from
the Italian-American Club.

“I was always in the limelight
when I was a kid,” Mr. Marino re-
called over the phone from Holly-
wood, where he was taping a show
with fellow comedian Tom Arnold
at The Laugh Factory.

“I got into the Screen Actors Guild
at age 4 and started doing commer-

cials when I was 16. and I’m still
doing them.”

At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, he performed in Repertory
Theater and was a drummer for the
Moonglowers jazz ensemble and the
high school marching band.

“If there was a drum, I banged on
it,” said Mr. Marino.

“Mr. [Vincent] Turturiello was our
new band director my senior year,
and he asked me to lead the drum
squad,” he continued. “All these
years later, Mr. ‘T’ saw me perform
at a comedy club in New Jersey and
asked me after the show if I would
come home to do a benefit for the
kids. So I called my older brother,
Paul, and he agreed to bring his band
for the Thanksgiving weekend
show.”

Mr. Marino’s New Jersey roots
inspire the standup material he de-
livers to audiences all over the world.
He has one of the most popular clips
on YouTube, with over 1.9 million
views. He just finished filming a
yet-to-be released movie, Ordinary
Average Guys. His 2011 comedy tour
will take him across the country and
around the world to England, Aus-
tralia and Dubai.

His last HBO special was in 2006,
and he hopes to do another HBO
special in 2011.

“This one I would love to film at
the high school,” said Mr. Marino. “I
would call it, ‘Mike Marino – Fi-
nally Out of Detention.’”

Tickets to Mr. Marino’s homecom-
ing event in Scotch Plains, to include
special musical guests The Paul Marino
Band and 33 and a Third, cost $30. All
proceeds benefit the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Music Department and the
Italian-American Club. The hall is lo-
cated at 1976 Valley Avenue in Scotch
Plains. To learn more or to purchase
tickets, call (908) 322-6533 or e-mail
spfcomedynight@gmail.com. People
can also buy tickets directly every
Monday and Wednesday, between 7:30
and 8:30 p.m., in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School lobby, located
at 667 Westfield Road.

Celebrate the Holidays
With Westfield Symphony

WESTFIELD – From traditional
to pops, choral favorites to musical-
theater classics, this season of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) concerts will fill the whole
family with holiday cheer.

In addition to the now-renowned
New Year’s Eve celebration, on Sat-
urday, December 4, at 8 p.m. the
WSO will present a brand-new holi-
day concert guaranteed to make the
season merry. Attendees can join
Maestro David Wroe and WSO mu-
sicians at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield for “Home for the Holi-
days,” a family festival of traditional
and contemporary songs and music,
sing-a-longs and more.

Tickets prices range from $25 to
$70 for adults, and there is a special
discount price of only $10 for stu-
dents in grades K-12.

On Friday, December 31, at 7 p.m.,
the fully professional WSO again
presents its New Year’s Eve musical

celebration. This year’s performance,
“The Great American Songbook,”
promises a superb revue of American
musical-theater classics presented in
glorious symphonic splendor.

This year’s lineup reads like a
“Who’s Who” of the best of Ameri-
can musical-theater composers and
again features renowned guest vocal-
ists direct from the Broadway stage.

The New Year’s Eve sellout concert
will take place in the newly
refurbished Westfield High School
auditorium, located at 550 Dorian
Road in Westfield, and will finish at
approximately 9 p.m. Tickets in
advance are $35 for general admission
and $65 for preferred seating.

Tickets for both concerts may be
purchased directly from the WSO by
calling (908) 232-9400 or visiting
the office at 224 East Broad Street.
Tickets are also available from The
Town Bookstore in Westfield, and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thanksgiving, the commemoration
of our arrival to this country and a day
to reflect on the things for which we
are grateful, kicks off the entire holi-
day season this year on November
25. Since 1941, the fourth Thursday
of the month has been the official
date to celebrate this most-festive fall
holiday.

This year, the Jets have the privi-
lege of also kicking off on Thanks-
giving Day. This may be a very excit-
ing event for the Jets and their fans,
but it certainly complicates my favor-
ite holiday plans.

I believe, I have mentioned before
that I live with three avid Jets fans.
The good news is that the game against
the Cincinnati Bengals doesn’t begin
until 8 p.m. The bad news is that for
the first time I can remember, the
game impacts the timing of our holi-
day feast.

One of my sons actually wanted
the family to have a Thanksgiving
dinner in the parking lot of the New
Meadowlands Stadium, tailgate-
style. He was dead serious. That idea
was, of course, immediately
squashed. However, the compromise
is the dinner will be served early in
the afternoon this year to allow my
fans the opportunity to enjoy a
Thanksgiving tailgate party at the
stadium.

Accordingly, leftover turkey and
trimmings will be on the menu for the
parking-lot gala. After the dinner is
digested and naps are taken, giant
sandwiches will get packed to snack
on before kick-off time.

On Wednesday, the 24th, I will
leave my kitchen only to go to Panera.
We are so lucky to have one of these
bakeries/restaurants right here in
Westfield.

Their specialty, delicious baked
breads, are the biggest I have ever
come across. I will pick up one of the
several varieties of these huge breads
and have it thickly cut. The choice
depends on my mood. Should I buy
the semolina or the whole wheat.

After dinner on Thanksgiving Day,
as we clean up, I will create a large,
unusual and hearty sandwich for the
guys. First, I will lay a generous
portion of turkey (of course) on a
slice of the bread.

Next, stuffing followed by cole-
slaw and then top it all off with gravy.
Put a slice of hunky bread on top, and
wrap. No cutting these man sand-
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Turkey To Go
wiches. Pack a big drink and maybe
some chips, and voila, a Thanksgiv-

ing feast in a sandwich.
Wherever you will be celebrating

the holiday this year, enjoy these
good-old, down-home and easy
Thanksgiving recipes.

GRANDMA’S EASY
COLE SLAW*
INGREDIENTS

1 medium head cabbage, shredded or 1 bag
(16 ounces) shredded cabbage

2 medium carrots, grated
1 green pepper, grated
1 teaspoon Kosher salt

½ cup sugar
½ cup Hellman’s mayonnaise

1 teaspoon white vinegar

PROCEDURE
     Put the shredded cabbage in a
large bowl. Add the carrots and green
peppers. Add the salt, sugar, mayon-
naise and vinegar. Toss and serve.

Yield: 6 servings
     *This coleslaw recipe is still the
best.

SHORTCUT
STUFFING

INGREDIENTS
1 bag (14 ounce) stuffing*

1 egg
2 tablespoons butter
1 cup chicken broth

PROCEDURE
     Prepare stuffing according to the
package directions. Spread the stuff-
ing on the bottom of a large roasting
pan. Place the turkey on top. Pour the
chicken broth over the turkey.**
Cover and roast 15 minutes per pound
of turkey. Remove the turkey and
spoon the stuffing into a large bowl.
Serve.
     *Any brand of stuffing will suffice.
     ** Since the stuffing is full of the
fat drippings from the turkey, this is
not a low-calorie recipe, but it is
incredibly good.

A manly post-Thanksgiving sandwich

NJWA Concert Band
To Play at Lady of Lourdes
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,

November 21, at 2 p.m., the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Concert Band, under the
direction of conductor Howard
Toplansky, will perform a fall con-
cert at Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside.

This is the second of a four-con-
cert series for the 2010-2011 con-
cert season. The event is open to the
public, and admission is $10 per
person.

“We are delighted to be invited
back to play at Our
Lady of Lourdes
Church. Our mu-
sical selections
are geared to
please a variety of
musical tastes,
and range from
Renaissance to
Ragtime favor-
ites,” said Mr.
Toplansky.

The Overture to
“Zampa” by Louis
Herold, Highlights from “Gigi” by
Lerner and Lowe and “Marche
Triomphale” by Berlioz will be the
main selections on the first half of
the program.

“Gold and Silver Waltzes” by
Franz Lehar will also be featured on
this program. Lehar was the succes-
sor to Johann Strauss as the premier
composer of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire.

John Ondrey, the organist and adult
choir director at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, as well as band director at
Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School, will be featured as guest
conductor while the concert band
performs “Toccata for Band” by the
American band composer Frank
Erickson and “Dedicatory Overture”
by Clifton Williams.

The concert will also offer “Dill
Pickles,” a ragtime feature and “La
Comparsita” by Rodriguez. Several
marches will also be performed on
this program, which includes “Nos-

talgia for the Moth-
erland” by the Rus-
sian composer
Trofimov and
“Royal Welch
Fusiliers” by John
Philip Sousa.

“Royal Welch
Fusiliers” was
composed in
memory of the as-
sociation of the
U.S. Marines with
the Second Battal-

ion of the Royal Welch Fusiliers dur-
ing the 1900 Boxer Rebellion in China.
Rounding out this concert will be “Pre-
lude and Fugue in F minor” by Bach,
“Caprice for Band” by Havlicek and
“Mr. Sandman” by Pat Ballard.

For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

The NJWA Concert Band, pictured
above, will perform at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church on November 21, this
Sunday.

Symphony Orchestra’s David Wroe in action ~ Courtesy of Joe Perez

SHOWING OFF THEIR TECHNIQUES…Helen Frees, left, Art teacher at
Edison Intermediate School, and Alison Hooper-Korkuch, right, art teacher at
the McKinley and Lincoln Schools, display their creative techniques at the
presentation of Kanzashi Fabric Folding, a class the teachers team-taught for the
Art Educators of New Jersey annual conference in Somerset. The two art
educators also worked together to demonstrate a second hands-on workshop
inspired by the artist Louise Nevelson. The final product of the second lesson,
titled Rainbow Wall Assemblages, is on permanent display in the front hallway
of the Lincoln School at 728 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.


