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Red Devils’ Stubborn Defense
Ices Blue Devil Gridders, 21-7
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Chatham Stops Raiders, 3-0,
For Boys Soccer Section Title
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Raider Footballers Trample
Millburn Miller Boys, 38-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Tennis Girls Qualified
For Section, Placed 7th in UCT
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David B. Corbin (September 24 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING FIFTH AT THIRD SINGLES…Raider Alex Sullivan defeated
Cranford Cougar Liz Berry, 6-3, 6-4, to place fifth in the Union County Tourna-
ment at third singles on September 24.

Senior co-captain Isabel Lopez took
a giant leap from second doubles in
2009 to second singles this season
and faced very stiff competition, fin-
ishing with a 4-14 record.

“Christina and Isabel will be truly
missed, their leadership with the
younger players really helped me out
with the coaching. It is always hard to
replace players like them,” Coach
Wasserman said.

Raider sophomore Alex Sullivan,
who finished 14-9 at third singles,
advanced to the fifth/sixth round at
the UCT with a 6-2, 6-1 win over
Nina Verghis of Summit. In the battle
for fifth place, she faced a familiar
face in Cranford Cougar Liz Berry.
Sullivan prevailed in her rematch with
Berry, winning, 6-3, 6-4.

Sophomores Hannah Nizri and
Alyssa Leyden filled the second
doubles spot and finished 4-13. At the
UCT, the pair had a marathon three-
set match with Cougars Kristy
Daubert and Rachel Halek, but
dropped a 4-6, 6-0, 6-2, decision to
shift to the seventh/eighth place round
where they defeated Summit’s Emma
Redest and Julia Shaffer, 6-3, 7-6.

Another pair of sophomores,
Lindsey Wilkinson and Gabriella
Mendes placed sixth at second
doubles in the UCT and finished with
a 12-10 record.

Other members of the varsity team
were seniors Eve Rosenheck and
Betsy Appel, and sophomore Taylor
Swaak.

“Next year, we are going to be a

very young team. Christina [Reiman]
and Isabel [Lopez] will be graduat-
ing. For the first time we had no
juniors or freshmen on the team this
year,” Coach Wasserman pointed out.

Sullivan and Leyden have been
named team captains for next year,
and for the third straight season, both
the Raider boys’ and girls’ teams have
been recognized by the United States
Tennis Association for having a no-
cut policy for the program.
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RANCH

Scotch Plains. This homey 3 Bedroom Ranch boasts charm throughout. The entryway,
with hardwood floors, leads directly into a large Living Room with wood burning fireplace.
The Dining Room, open to the Living Room, has built-in cabinetry and a beautiful bay
window. The kitchen, with breakfast bar, leads into a large closed porch with ceiling fan
and sliders to a deck overlooking a private backyard. The spacious basement recreation
room with wet bar completes this home.

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large rooms. Hardwood
throughout. “Sun tunnel” lights in kitchen & hallway. Basement with summer kitchen
and Wood Burning Fireplace. Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature
controlled room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place to
complete second story expansion.

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction LLC. This 4 BR,
2.5 Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed home sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to
a bright FR & features Granite countertops & SS appliances. Detailed trim & custom
ceilings are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The spacious sun
filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated & ready to finish, and
includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Scotch Plains. Completely rebuilt Colonial on the original foundation in 2007, this
home offers an inviting front sitting porch, CertainTeed Cedar Impressions & plank
siding, Timberline roof, spacious floor plan, lustrous wood flooring throughout, maple,
granite 7 stainless steel kitchen, 2.5 baths including jetted tub in master bathroom, multi-
zone heating and cooling, and so much more. Set on a tranquil cul de sac, just moments
from shops, schools, & NY transportation.

CUSTOM COLONIAL COLONIAL

Westfield. Extensive and all encompassing renovation/rebuild just moments to vibrant
downtown Westfield, NYC transit, Award winning schools and parks. First floor bedroom,
full bath, Living/Dining room, Eat In Kitchen. Second level features master bedroom with
full bath, 2 additional bedrooms plus full bath and walk up third floor. Stainless Steel
appliance package for kitchen.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room with wood burning
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The
second level has 4 Bedrooms and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/
Office plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished Basement and 2
car detached garage.

The Raiders were on their heels from
the start of the game. But the Raiders’
defense held strong, led by captain
Michael Daly, who was key in keep-
ing the Cougars off the board. Goal-
keeper Vincenzo Bianco was also
strong in net. He made two huge
saves in the 19th minute. The first one
was a diving save off a Chatham free
kick. Bianco leaped and just got his
fingertips on a ball that was heading
for the top corner. On the ensuing
corner kick, Bianco was able to jump
and just flip the ball over the bar off of
a strong header.

However, with three minutes re-
maining, no one could keep the Cou-
gars from putting the ball in the back
of the net. After a defensive break-
down the Cougars were able to get a
close range shot off. Bianco had no
chance.

“To a degree, we were a little lazy,”
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky said of
the first half effort. “We were waiting
for the ball to come to us. We weren’t
in our usual game.”

In the second half, however, the
Raiders came out stronger. They were
able to maintain possession and mount
some offensive attacks. But 20 min-
utes into the half the Cougars struck
again two give them the 2-0 lead.

The Raiders shifted their forma-
tion, moving Daly up into attack to
try and get back into the game. The
Raiders had chances over the last few

minutes. They had a free kick shot
clang off of the crossbar. A header by
Daly that just slipped over the net and
a 2-1 opportunity where they failed to
get a goal.

With time running down, the Cou-
gars significantly increased the physi-
cality of the game. However, they
showed a great deal of composure
and maturity over the last five min-
utes. The Cougars committed a num-
ber of dirty tackles, getting four yel-
low cards in just three minutes. The
Raiders never stooped to their level
and continued to press on, looking for
the goal.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood could not
pull off the comeback and ended their
season with a 3-0 loss. The third goal
was fairly inconsequential as Bianco
was all the way up the field taking a
free kick.

After the game, Coach Breznitsky
was dejected but positive. “I couldn’t
be prouder of this team,” he said. “We
gave a heck of an effort at the end. We
felt we could get here and were play-
ing with a lot of confidence. Nobody
expected us to be in the county final
or in the sectional final, but we man-
aged to reach both.”

With 20 of 23 players returning
next year, look for the Raiders to be
holding up some hardware at the end
of the season.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0
Chatham 1 2 3

Jacqueline “Jackie” Waldman
• Top Sales Month of October
• Local Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental
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fumbles. But the Red Devils had good
fortune on the opening drive when
Brocklehurst fumbled on a 26-yard
gain, but it was recovered by a team-
mate. Five plays later with 3:19 left in
the first quarter, Brocklehurst scored
his touchdown.

Late in the quarter, Blue Devil of-
fensive lineman Nick Matthews (two
tipped passes) tipped Ibrahim’s pass,
which was picked off by linebacker
James McCrea to give Westfield good
field position at the Hunterdon Cen-
tral 37. Kerr handed off to fullback
Garrett Pryor, who barreled eight
yards to the 29-yard line. Next, Kerr
hit wide receiver Ryan Hess, who
added 21 yards for a first down at the
Red Devil eight. The next two run-
ning plays yielded minus 10 yards.
After an incompletion, Jon Gribbin
set up for a 33-yard field goal attempt
that sailed just to the left.

In the second quarter, after Gribbin
booted a fine punt to the Hunterdon
Central 16, Ibrahim engineered a 12-
play, 84-yard scoring drive, which
ended with Ibrahim’s 27-yard touch-
down strike to Paul Leonhauser just
43 seconds before halftime.

The 6-3 Blue Devils had zero suc-
cess moving the ball up the middle in
the third quarter, but on the Red Dev-
ils’ second possession, Blue Devil
linebacker Pat Johnson intercepted
Ibrahim’s pass at midfield and re-
turned it to the nine-yard line. Kerr

was sacked twice, and after four
downs, the Red Devils took over at
their own 20-yard line.

But Ibrahim was intercepted again,
this time by safety Patrick Bergin at
the 32. On the first play, Kerr lofted a
pass down the left sideline to Hess,
who snagged it for the touchdown to
put the 6-3 Blue Devils within a 14-7
striking range with 1:56 left in the
third quarter.

A few minutes into the fourth quar-
ter, Johnson recovered a Red Devil
fumble at the Blue Devil 30. After
three running plays, the Blue Devils
had a fourth-and-inches near the 40.
Kerr’s keeper was stuffed. The Red
Devils took over. Ten plays later,
Ibrahim hit tight end Mike Furstenberg
in the middle of the end zone for a six-
yard touchdown with 1:37 remaining
to seal the Blue Devils’ fate.

“We couldn’t turn the turnovers
into points. We struggled offensively
all day,” Coach DeSarno said. “Our
defense played really well, but we
couldn’t match it offensively. We be-
came a little one dimensional, be-
cause we are a little banged up. No
excuses! They just outplayed us from
the defensive standpoint. They play a
lot of kids, and those guys on defense
are hungry. They were very aggres-
sive. They were active. They made it
hard for us all day. It’s nice to be able
to have that luxury.”

The Blue Devils will complete their
season in the annual Thanksgiving
Day showdown with Plainfield at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield at 11 a.m.

“We are fighters. We fight all game.
That’s what we do,” Murray said.
“We plan to play as hard as we can.
It’s our last football game.”
Westfield 0 0 7 0 7
Hunterdon Central 7 7 0 7 21

yards per carry. Tight end Alex
Daboub had a touchdown reception
and added a two-point conversion.

Kovacs, coming in off the bench
early in the game, finished the day 4-
for-9 for 95 yards and two touch-
downs with an interception. Both
touchdowns went to Channaoui.

The Raiders’ defense also had a
strong outing. Defensive back Matt
Jegede led the way with eight tackles.
Defensive lineman Mike Tufaro was
also key in creating pressure in the
backfield, recording five tackles and
a sack. Linebackers Neville Hall and
Andrew Miller each had four tackles,
and Byers added three tackles.

“For the kids,” Coach Ciccotelli said
after the game. “You know it is tough

to come out and work, work, work
without seeing rewards. And they hung
in there. But that is what it is all about.
You can’t stop! No matter what! You
just can’t stop! There are so many
times in life that failure teaches you,
and I’m just proud that they hung in
there. They could have given up, they
could have said it was not worth it but
they didn’t. I’m happy for them be-
cause they got something tonight.”

Coach Ciccotelli continued, “You
know the kids just flat out executed.
We had seven run plays ready for
tonight, but I only had to call three.”

Blackwell probably summed up the
night the best, “You know we played
hard and we never gave up. I can’t
even describe the feeling right now.”

Raider Frosh Finish
Football Season, 7-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood fresh-
man footballer team finished its sea-
son with a 7-2 record after defeating
Elizabeth, 22-14, on November 7.

Once again the Raiders running
game was in full effect with Sam
McQuoid rushing for 160 yards and
two touchdowns. James Lettieri ran for
107 yards, including one touchdown,
and a host of others ran for some gains
to total 305 yards on the ground. The
defense, that has played great all year,
once again shut it down, allowing only
100 yards of total offense and four first
downs to Elizabeth.


