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LIRE – C’EST BON POUR LA SANTÉ...Champ de Mars – Westfielders Phoebe
Chadowitz, Liam Dougherty, Lucy Vanecek, Zoe Chadowitz, Claudia Dougherty,
Bridget Dougherty, Rachel Vanecek and Lindsey Hamlin with The Westfield
Leader at the Eiffel Tower in Paris on Friday, November 5.

Westfield Intermediate
Schools Thank Veterans

WESTFIELD – Both intermediate
schools in Westfield hosted assem-
blies for the entire student body and
staff on Veterans Day with recogni-
tion of special guests who are local
veterans.

Sergeant Patrick Touhy, retired from
the United States Marine Corps and a
graduate of Westfield High School,
addressed the assembly at Edison In-
termediate School about his “belief in
American and our way of life.” He told
of “finding myself in the war in Iraq,
away from family and friends, within a
year of signing up for the Marines.”
The other Veteran speaker at Edison
was Retired Army Nurse Mary Jo Rice
Mahoney, who shared experiences of

her tour of duty in Vietnam while serv-
ing as an Army nurse.

Across town at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, Captain Michael
McLane, retired helicopter pilot, spoke
of the opportunities that his college
years in the ROTC, his tour of active
duty and his time in the Reserves have
provided him later in life. He offered
students this advice: “Challenge your-
self to take unpopular decisions.”

At each of the schools, student
choruses and bands performed musi-
cal selections and both students and
staff engaged in readings and short
speeches to express gratitude to all
veterans. The U.S. Marine Corps
served as Color Guard.

Commissioner of Education Roch-
elle Hendricks, ordering a review of
all superintendent contracts.

The order coincided with the re-
scinding of a five-year contract exten-
sion between the Parsippany Board of
Education and the district’s superin-
tendent, LeRoy Seitz, which would
have paid Mr. Seitz an average annual
salary of $225,064 over the contract’s
span.

In a news release on the State DOE
website, it reads that, “In correspon-
dence released today (Monday) from
Morris Executive County Superinten-
dent Kathleen Serafino to the
Parsippany Board of Education, the
Department of Education made clear
that a contract extension for the
Parsippany Superintendent of Schools
has not been approved. Today’s corre-
spondence clarifies previous reports
and statements from local officials
indicating that the contract had been
approved; those reports were incor-
rect.”

Ms. Serafino wrote to the Parsippany
Board of Education president and
secretary, telling them that the
extension, agreed to on November 9,

was “improperly approved” and ordered
them to “correct this deficiency” by no
later than December 1.

When asked specificially about
Westfield’s situation, Mr. Guenther said,
“All superintendent contracts are under
review, including Westfield’s. The review
will be completed by December 3. No
further comment will be made at this time.”

In a letter, Monday, from Ms.
Hendricks to the executive county
superintendents, she asks them to
provide responses to 15 questions
concerning superintendent contracts in
their county. Questions ask for the
beginning and ending dates of
superintendents’ contracts, the current
base salary and rate of increase, as well
as the district’s enrollment.

Ms. Dolan, who has been superin-
tendent for three years, joined the
district in 1996 as principal at Franklin
Elementary School after coming from
Mountainside, where she was princi-
pal at Deerfield Elementary School.
She was later elevated to assistant
superintendent of human resources
in 2001, a position she held until
being named superintendent in Au-
gust 2007.
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Superintendent Dolan

reform package is a hard 2-percent
cap on compensation and benefit in-
creases that can be awarded by arbi-
trators,” Mr. Kean said. “Combined
with the property tax cap’s intended
effect of capping negotiated pay in-
creases, the arbitration cap would
limit the rate at which public salaries,
benefits and workforce rosters can
rise from year to year.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he was hop-
ing to have arbitration reform in place
to assist the town in its current nego-
tiations with the PBA.

“They (state arbitrators) are mak-
ing [contract] awards that are not in
line with the times we are in,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. He said government
salaries have caught up with, and
even surpassed, the private sector in
recent years. “And I don’t know if
that is fair to the taxpayers,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said Democrats, who
control both houses of the State Leg-
islature, need to give local officials
“the tools they need to meet the 2-
percent cap.” He said the more strin-
gent cap is needed if towns are to be
able to better control increases in
property taxes. He also accused
Democrats of stalling on the issue of
property tax reform “rather than scor-
ing [one] for taxpayers.”

“The average taxpayer will suffer a
defeat if the Democrats don’t open
up the discussion on civil-service,
arbitration and pension reform,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “We need to have an
open dialogue on the tool-kit bills
and put them to an up-or-down vote.
Ignoring this issue won’t make it go
away. It is time for us to take action

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Property Tax Tool Kit
and give local governments the tools
they need to control spending and
give property taxpayers the help they
deserve.”

Meanwhile, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood),
who has served as mayor of Fanwood
and county freeholder chairman, has
a totally different take on the reform
package.

“The fact is the Assembly has ad-
vanced nearly 20 property-tax-reform
bills this year and continues to work
hard toward more progress, especially
on salary arbitration and civil-ser-
vice reform,” Asw. Stender said.
“Still, the fiscal analysis done by the
Christie Administration shows the so-
called tool kit would save, at most,
$288,000, which means this supposed
tool kit appears rather empty. Also,
sadly, nothing can undo the damage
already wrought by Gov. Christie’s
decision to drive up property taxes
throughout the state by cutting state
aid to schools and municipalities, and
deny senior citizens property tax re-
lief by giving a tax break to million-
aires.”

Asw. Stender said of the tool-kit
bills, 22 have been introduced, 15 of
which require fiscal notes detailing
gains or losses in state and local rev-
enues. Of those 15 bills, she said “the
Christie administration has submit-
ted fiscal notes on only four (A-2955,
A-3010, A-3075 and A-2956).”

“Of these four, the information
submitted by the administration
shows a net state savings of $249,000
to $288,000. In comparison, local
governments in New Jersey collected
$24 billion in property taxes in 2009,”
Asw. Stender said.

currently chairs the Westfield Re-
publican Committee, said Mr.
Frigerio “set an example on how you
could help your community…He
knew how to get things done,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

“He had a twinkle (in his eye) and
a warmth that just made you feel
good,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Mr. Frigerio defeated long-time
Westfield music teacher Carolyn
Klinger-Keuter in his first run for
mayor and Jim Hely, currently a state
Superior Court judge in Union
County, for his second term in 1984.
Mr. Hely later served 10 years on the
town council.

“Ron Frigerio’s legacy to the citi-
zens of Westfield from his two terms
as mayor and four years as a town
council member is profound,” Mr.
Hely said in an e-mail. “One riding or
walking past the precisely restored
Westfield fire house or the now-two-
decades-old Westfield Memorial Li-

brary should think of Mayor Frigerio,
whose leadership made those beauti-
ful buildings come to reality and be-
come cornerstones of the present
community.”

The $3.5-million referendum to
build the library on the site of the
former Grant School on East Broad
Street was passed on the ballot the
same year Mr. Frigerio was re-elected.

Born in Jersey City, Mr. Frigerio
spent his childhood in Lyndhurst be-
fore moving to Mountainside. He had
been a Westfield resident since 1966.
He is a graduate of Jonathan Dayton
Regional High School in Springfield
and Fairleigh Dickinson University
in Madison.

Professionally, Mr. Frigerio was a
founding partner of Amalgamated
General Agencies, known as aGa, a
full-line insurance agent/brokerage
company in Westfield. He later was a
founder and partner of Marfico, Inc.
an insurance financing company also
in Westfield. Mr. Frigerio was a found-
ing chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Town Bank of Westfield
when it opened in 1998.

Mr. Frigerio is survived by his wife
of 46 years, Janet; his children, Susan
Buckley of Pennsylvania, R. Gregg
Frigerio of Pennsylvania and Cheryl
Kurtz of Westfield; his brother, Rich-
ard, and 10 grandchildren. Funeral
services were held Monday at Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church fol-
lowed by burial at Fairview Cem-
etery, both in Westfield. Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home in Westfield
handled arrangements.

Rotter Steps Down as Dem. Chair;
Haas Named Interim Leader

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After 11 years of
leading the Westfield Democratic
Committee as its chairman, Ken
Rotter announced on Tuesday that
he had officially resigned from the
position. He has been replaced on
an interim basis by second-term
Third Ward Councilman David
Haas.

Mr. Rotter said, “It was just time to
step aside and to give other people
the opportunity to step up” and lead
the local party. “It’s public service;
it’s not meant to be a lifelong job,” he
said of the chairmanship.

“In Westfield, we are very blessed
with high-caliber candidates [for
mayor and town council] on both
sides of the aisle,” Mr. Rotter added.
“It’s been a privilege to have been a
part of the process.”

When reached for comment on
Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Haas said he
would be setting up a search commit-
tee within a week to find a new mu-

nicipal chairman.
“I am not going to remain a coun-

cilman and chairman of a [political-
party] committee [at the same time],”
Mr. Haas said. There is “currently too
much going on in my life to do both
jobs at once.” He said he also feels he
might lose the trust of the rest of the
council with the party-chairman la-
bel attached to his name.

Mr. Haas said he has not decided
how many members will sit on the
search panel or how long it will take
to find a new chairman. He also said
the search for candidates to serve as
party chairman remains “wide open,”
with the only criteria being someone
who is active in the party, such as in
fundraising or getting out the vote in
elections.

The councilman said that Mr. Rotter
“has done a phenomenal job” for 11
years.

“I don’t think I would have been
elected and re-elected without his
support,” Mr. Haas said. “I thank him
for all the work he has done.”

HOME OF THE SHAMROCK...Jenna Nierstedt of Garwood, a former newspa-
per intern who is working and traveling in Ireland, reads The Westfield Leader on
The Emerald Isle. Earlier in the month, she was visited by her brother, Eric, who
currently writes for The Leader’s arts and entertainment section.
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Ron Frigerio Dies at 70Scout Troops in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains will be “Scouting for Food.”
Residents of both townships are asked
to leave non-perishable food items on
doorsteps for pick up by the Boy Scouts.
Foods collected will then be brought to
Fanwood Presbyterian Church (FPC),
where the Boy Scouts will stock the
shelves of the FPC food pantry.

Food baskets will also be distrib-
uted to the approximately 50 families
who regularly receive monthly food
assistance from the FPC food pantry.
For more information, contact FPC
at (908) 889-8891.

Public libraries throughout Union
County are once again joining together
to “Check Out Hunger.” The drive for
non-perishable food items to benefit
the New Jersey Community Food Bank
and other local food pantries will be
held until December 31.

Food products most urgently
needed are canned meat and fish;
canned soups and stews; peanut but-
ter (in plastic jars); boxed pasta and
rice; powdered milk; infant formula;
canned vegetables and fruits.

Donations may be dropped off in
specially designated collection bins
whenever the libraries are open. Food
collected will then be donated to des-
ignated food banks.

Students Concerned for the Needy
(SCN), a service club of Scotch Plains
– Fanwood High School, is collect-
ing food items for their Thanksgiving
Food Box Project. Members of the
community are asked to donate tur-
keys to SCN. More information can
be found at scnonline.org/
projects.shtml.

Area residents who wish to donate
an entire holiday dinner can assist in
Evangel Church’s “Bless a Needy
Family Dinner Program.” A contri-

bution of $60 will pay for an entire
holiday dinner; $30 will pay for half
a dinner. Those wishing to help should
make checks out to “Evangel Church”
and place “holiday meals” in the
memo. Donations should be sent to
the church at 1251 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains, and will be accepted
right up until Christmas Day.

 St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church, 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, will be collecting new
hat, glove and scarf sets for men,
women and children on Sunday, No-
vember 28. All donations will be dis-
tributed to guests of St. Mary’s “Din-
ner Program.” Donations can be
placed in the receptacle of the church’s
narthex.

 Both the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary (FML) and the Westfield Me-
morial Library (WML) are once again
participating in the “Books for Kids”
program. Donations of new children’s
and teen’s books can be dropped off
at the libraries during regular library
hours. The FML drive runs until De-
cember 5, and the WML drive runs
through November 30.

Books are distributed throughout
the state to young people who have
limited access to books.

Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s Catho-
lic Churches are accepting donations
of food and turkeys for their annual
Thanksgiving Drive. Donations may
be dropped off at the Holy Trinity
Rectory, 315 First Street, or the St.
Helen’s gymnasium, 1600 Rahway
Avenue, until noon on Monday, No-
vember 22.

Volunteers who wish to help pack
food baskets are invited to St. Helen’s
Gymnasium at 10 a.m. on November
22. For more information, contact Holy
Trinity Rectory at (908) 232-8137.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
RECENTLY HIRED…Bozena “Bonnie” Lacina has assumed her duties as
Scotch Plains Township Clerk after serving as clerk in Metuchen for 15 years.
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Food and Clothing Drives

GW BOE Looks to Clark
For Added Shared Services

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written of The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s
board of education meeting, Super-
intendent of Schools Teresa Quigley
warned that “this year would be an-
other tough year” in terms of operat-
ing within the budget.

She reaffirmed that she would do
everything she could in order to save
money for the school system. She
mentioned that she recently met with
the superintendent of the Clark school
system in order to try and come up
with ways to share services. At this
point, both school systems share a
business administrator, but Ms.
Quigley was confident that they could
find other services to share.

The board also finalized the pay-
ment of $26,331 to Valese Bros., Inc.
and T.A. Valco contractors to replace
the roof and make other alterations to
the Lincoln School building.

In his committee report, John
Sullivan of the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood (EFG) discussed the
EFG’s first fundraiser of the year.
Bensi’s Italian restaurant, located at
300 South Avenue, is running a “Din-
ing for Dollars” campaign to help
raise money for the EFG. The restau-
rant will donate 10 percent of all
patrons’ bills, for those who dine in

or take out food on any Monday or
Tuesday in November and Decem-
ber, to the Education Foundation of
Garwood.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident John Conlin praised
Ms. Quigley and the rest of the board
for their work. He said that they were
doing the best job they could to try
and save money. However, he had
harsher words for those in the bor-
ough who he felt did not value educa-
tion as much as they should.

“I was upset that the bulk-pickup
problem in our town became a bigger
issue during elections than turning
our education system, which is al-
ready good, into one of the best in the
state,” Mr. Conlin said.

He asked for better communica-
tion by the board to residents and
suggested the possibility of advertis-
ing school events in the local news-
papers so people would be more aware
of what was happening.

At the beginning of the meeting,
those in attendance, as well as the
board itself, were treated to a sneak
preview of the eighth-grade Garwood
play, Beauty and the Beast. There
will be two showings of the musical,
one on Friday, November 19, and one
on Saturday, November 20. Both dates
feature 7:30 p.m. start times.

Election Results

goleader.com

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHIPS ARE DOWN...Blackjack players ponder the odds at the Casino Night
fundraiser on Saturday at the National Guard Armory in Westfield.

Redistricting Plan Adopted
Again By BOE After Ruling

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In a 6-3 vote,
Westfield Board of Education mem-
bers approved, upon its first read-
ing, the attendance-zone policy,
Tuesday evening, which requires
some Wilson School children to be
re-zoned to attend the Edison Inter-
mediate School instead of
Roosevelt.

The policy, which was first passed
in 2009, was the topic for most of
the almost-three-hour meeting. Ac-
cording to Board of Education Presi-
dent Julia Walker, the board must
go through the adoption process
again because of a ruling through
the courts ordered by New Jersey
Acting Education Commissioner
Rochelle Hendricks. The court or-
der was in connection to a legal
challenge filed by a group of
Westfield parents who challenged
the redistricting plan.

According to the Acting Com-
missioner, a state administrative
judge found that the board of edu-
cation violated their own by-laws
by having the second reading of the
policy read only three weeks after
the first reading. According to BOE
by-laws, four weeks is the manda-
tory period of time allotted between
readings of policies.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan said having the re-
districting in place since 2009 has
saved the town almost $100,000 in
additional salaries that would have
been needed to pay for additional
Roosevelt teachers.

Westfield resident Lee Stoller, a
Washington School-area parent who
has been outspoken on this matter,
spoke out against the re-districting
on Tuesday, saying that additional
monies for salaries could have been
found if the board had not approved
a 3.9-percent salary increase with
the Westfield Educational Associa-
tion (WEA), the teachers union,
back in March. He said, “A 2-per-
cent increase would have shown a
shared sacrifice between teachers
and taxpayers.” This, he added,
“could help Washington students
return to Roosevelt.”

He also noted that because of the
current economic situation, people
in the private workforce “are lucky
if they receive even a 1-percent in-
crease.”

Resident Suzanna McClain said
her daughter, who was slated to go
to Roosevelt School, was switched,
by her own decision, to Edison be-
cause of the district’s gifted-and-
talented program. She noted that
she worried about her daughter

switching schools and leaving her
friends behind. She reported that
since the switch was made this Sep-
tember, her daughter is “very happy”
and that the switch was really a
“non-event.” She said Roosevelt and
Edison are both good schools that
filter into Westfield High School.

Resident David Saroti com-
mented that, “Kids are very resil-
ient. The bigger issue I feel was the
attitude of the board president at
that time. When Ginny Leiz was
president explaining the redistrict-
ing she would roll her eyes when
people would talk and make com-
ments about the homes in the area
being starter homes. We in the area
still feel the sting.” He stated, “I
know you all put a lot of time into
serving the community, and we ap-
preciate it. We just need a little
communication as to why things
are happening.” He concluded by
saying “people in the community
do not typically attend board of
education meetings.”

Board members voting against
the policy were David Finn, Rich-
ard Mattessich and Mitch Slater.

The second reading of the policy
will take place at a Tuesday, De-
cember 14, meeting to be held caf-
eteria B at Westfield High School.

In other business, the BOE unani-
mously voted to allocate an addi-
tional $10,000 for a solar-panel
project. The board is set to award a
bid to a vendor before the new year.

During prior meetings and on Tues-
day evening, Mr. Mattessich reported
on the solar-panel project and the
aggressive timeline proposed for the
project. He had reported that the build-
ing and grounds committee had met
and discussed the possibility of cov-
ering all schools in the district with
solar panels, thus reducing energy
costs for the Westfield schools in the
future.

He had stated the solar-panel
project would also include needed
roof repair for Westfield schools. Mr.
Mattessich also stated that the project
was moving forward at an aggressive
pace, as the district needed to utilize
grant monies that would otherwise
expire on December 31. He noted
that the project is currently looking
for solar-panel companies to make a
request for proposals (RFP) and that
the deadline for such submissions is
November 30. Discussion of propos-
als and awarding of the bid will be on
the board’s December 14 agenda.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 7, at
7:30 p.m. at 302 Elm Street, where
the board will discuss the school
district’s strategic plan.


