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Soroptimists to Host
One-Woman Show

SCOTCH PLAINS – Soroptimist
International of the Greater Westfield
Area (SIGWA) will host a special
evening of entertainment for mem-
bers and guests on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 16, at 7 p.m. It will take place at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at 820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains, immediately following the
club’s 6 p.m. business meeting.

Actress-playwright-director
Heather Jopling will perform scenes
from her own one-woman shows,
entitled Date Him, Date His Angst
and Five Years Behind in My Five
Year Plan, that were favorably re-
viewed by the Toronto Star, Eye
Magazine and Brighton-Pittsford
Magazine.

Soroptimist International
(soroptimist.org) is a women’s service
organization that works to improve the
lives of women and girls in local com-
munities and throughout the world.

Admission will be complimentary,
but donations for SIGWA’s scholar-
ships and local service projects are
appreciated. Light refreshments, cof-
fee, tea and a dessert table will be
provided. For more information, call
Maria at (732) 381-2600 or Krystyna
at (732) 396-0890.

WF’s Winsbury Examines
Intersection of Art and Mind

Gail Winbury’s “Wellfleet in Autumn,” watercolor and pen and ink

WESTFIELD – Art lovers were
treated to an exploration of the inter-
section between the study of art and
the workings of the mind on Saturday
night, October 23, at an exhibition by
Westfield psychologist and artist Gail
Winbury.

Displayed in a local Westfield home
were more than 40 works in oil,
acrylic, watercolor and ink, includ-
ing landscapes, abstract works and
portraits, including portraits of the
artist.

Fifty guests from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, New York City and
Philadelphia came to enjoy this
show of 13 years of art. The guests
ranged in age from a young boy of
7- to a 92-year-old art lover and
grandmother who once performed
in vaudeville.

Psychologists, teachers, lawyers,
physicians, artist, interior designers,
financial planners, public speakers
grandparents and some youth all gath-
ered to celebrate and view this exhi-
bition.

The host, a local psychologist, au-
thor and friend of the artist, opened
her Westfield home as a gallery.
Rooms served as separate galleries,

one showing many abstract land-
scapes based on the southwest.

Another room was filled with deli-
cate watercolors of mother and child,
and portraits of families and models.
The first floor held larger oils and
acrylics. Ms. Winbury’s art is known
for its emotional tone and its visual
strength. Viewers enjoyed the brush-
work and colors of the oils and acryl-
ics.

The artist’s work is influenced by
her work as a psychologist. In her
artist’s statement, she discussed her
interest in what is on the surface of
the painting and allowing the
underpainting to show through much
like in her professional work as a
psychologist, where she “helps oth-
ers to see what is on the surface as
well as what is below.”

This was also accomplished by al-
lowing the canvas or ripped edges in
her work to be seen, thus implying
that “wholeness in art and life must
encompass an acceptance of mistakes
and imperfections.”

Her next solo show will be held
next year between April 4 and June 3
at the Pearl Street Gallery in Eliza-
beth.

Pineda Continues to Bring Quality
Opera to the Area, with La Traviata

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – La Traviata, one of
Giuseppe Verdi’s most beloved Italian
operas of the 19th century, was in the
capable hands of producer Valeria
Pineda, choral directors Juan and Valerie
Pineda and director Fausto Pineda for
the weekend of November 6.

Presented at Cranford Dramatic
Club’s Community Theater playhouse,
Pineda Lyric Opera Company’s ver-
sion offered a marvelously professional
treatment of the work that is filled with
merriment and gaiety with an under-
current of despair and anguish.

Violetta (Michelle Trovato), a Pari-
sian courtesan around 1850, greets her
party guests and is introduced to an
admirer, Alfredo Germont (Juan
Carolos Franco). This young man, hav-
ing adored Violetta from afar for over a
year, joins her in a rousing song,
“Brindisi: Libiamo.”

From the moment Ms. Trovato opens
her mouth, the audience is in for a treat
of epic proportions because her spar-
kling coloratura voice handles the skips

and leaps in the music like an Olympic
gymnast effortlessly completing a rou-
tine.

Guests at the party dance to the mu-
sic, while Violetta suffers a fainting
spell, which foreshadows her poor
health. Alfredo remains behind and
confesses his love for her as Violetta
wonders aloud, in a gorgeously ren-
dered aria, “Ah, fors’è lui,” if Alfredo
could be the man she could love. She
agrees to meet him the next day, and the
relationship progresses from there.

Months elapse to find Alfredo and
Violetta living together in her country
house near Paris, where Mr. Franco
sings magnificently of their bliss in
“De’ miei bollenti spiriti.” Maid Annina,
Rebecca Futrow, with her rich, velvet
voice, reveals that Violetta has pawned
her jewels in order to afford to keep the
house.

Trouble surfaces with the appear-
ance of Alfredo’s father Giorgio
Germont (Gustavo Ahualli), a stately
man who demands she renounce his
son. The scandal of Alfredo’s affair
with Violetta has threatened his
daughter’s engagement to a man of
high class.

Violetta says she cannot give up
Alfredo, but the senior Germont even-
tually convinces her to do so in his
wonderfully soulful rendition of “Dite
alla giovine.”

She leaves Alfredo for the good of
his family. When Alfredo sees an invi-
tation from Violetta’s beautiful friend
Flora (Jessica Renfro, a physical beauty
with a voice to match) to a party that
night, he thinks Violetta has left him for
another lover and prepares to go to the
party to confront her.

Alfredo strides into the party, gambles
recklessly at cards and insults Violetta,
who has arrived on the arm of Baron
Douphol (John-Andrew Fernandez).
Tenor Franco’s best musical moment
comes when he expresses regret pri-
vately to Violetta for embarrassing and
shaming her. But they part because of
Violetta’s agreement with Alfredo’s
father.

They meet again months later, but
the estranged pair finds it’s too late for
happiness. Professional backdrops and
colorful costumes of this production
set the mood, but it’s the ensemble’s
intensity that provides the energy and
excitement of the party scenes.

The professional voices and outstand-
ing orchestra make magic. The perfect
marriage between these stellar voices
and orchestra is due to conductor

Guerguan Tsenov’s attention to detail.
With a small, but magnificent, orches-
tra of nine members, he was able to
make Verdi’s music soar and take wing.

The lush stings, led by Georgy
Valtchez, were complemented by a
standout oboe (Jason Smoller) and
mellow clarinet (Goergy Borisov). To
Mr. Tsenov’s credit, the orchestra never
tipped the delicate balance between
instruments and vocals.

The night, however, belonged to the
exceptional soloists. Through this pro-
duction, the Pineda Lyric Opera Com-
pany has brought high-quality opera to
Union County while providing an op-
portunity for local teens and adults to
be onstage in an unforgettable musical
experience.

The company’s friends, relatives and
strangers leapt to their feet at Friday
night’s memorable performance to
show their appreciation of the ama-
teurs and professionals alike.

THE WOMAN GONE ASTRAY...From left to right, Jessica Renfro, as Flora, and Michelle Trovato, as Violetta, appear
in act one of La Traviata, presented by Pineda Lyric Opera Company in Cranford this past weekend. La Traviata is one of
Giuseppe Verdi’s most beloved Italian operas of the 19th century.

WHS to Use Comedic
Touch with ‘Midsummer’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Theater De-
partment has decided to take on “The
Bard” as it endeavors to bring to life
William Shakespeare’s lighthearted
comedy, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.

The play takes on themes such as
love, dreams and the creative imagi-
nation itself. The main plot is a com-
plex weaving of three smaller inter-
locking plots connected by a cel-
ebration of the wedding of Duke
Theseus of Athens and the Amazo-
nian queen, Hippolyta.

This grand love story and the
fairytale woods where the story takes
place serve as the backdrop for a
lively group of young lovers, the
woodland fairies with mischievous
Puck leading the merriment and the
“rude mechanicals,” a merry band of
simple folk who gather in the wood
to rehearse a play as a wedding gift
to the Duke.

Romance, complications, confu-
sion, trickery and folly under the
midsummer moon ensue, as the lov-
ers, the fairies and the amateur ac-
tors roam about this magical forest.
In the end, all are left wondering if
the night’s adventure was a reality or
only a dream.

The production will feature more
than 70 WHS student actors, techni-
cians and crew. Director Daniel
Devlin said, “It’s love, transforma-

tion and imagination magic. That’s
the show. And really that’s what the-
atre is supposed to be. We love the-
atre; I love working with them, and
their imaginations are magical and
kind of transform them from regular
high-school students into being
artists…and there really is a lot of
great stuff going on here.”

The production will be presented
at the high-school auditorium on
Thursday, November 18 at 4 p.m.,
and Friday, November 19, and Sat-
urday, November 20, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are available for general seat-
ing for $8 at the door.

The cast includes: Travis
Przybylski, Meghan Sullivan,
Michaela Tropeano, Geoffrey Ko,
Annie Oldakowski, Christopher
Morrissey, Garrett Verdone, Catalina
Gaglioti, Adam Ziering, Amelia
Morabito, Chris Mench, Nicole
Zimmerman, Hannah Margolin,
Matt Lynn, Peter Carmo, Taylor
Jackson, Colleen McCabe,, Peter
Surace, Rachel Choder, Isabel
DoCampo, Allie Hecht, Kate
Capodanno, with Elena Arida, Tori
Bonsall, Claire Dorwart, Megan
Mulrooney, Veronica Murphy,
Megan Pinna, Jessica Sipe, Rebecca
Skowron, William Cary, Dan
Connolly, Nick Gabuzda, Asher
Horowitz, Chris Ick, Kevin Morris,
Robert Romano, Malcolm Spurlock,
Jack Venezia and Fraser Weist.

FOLLY WILL ENSUE…The cast of WHS’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream
performs in a recent rehearsal. Pictured, from left to right, are: Adam Ziering as
Bottom, Catalina Gagliotti as Helena, Christopher Morrissey as Lysander, Peter
Surace as Oberon, Peter Carmo as Puck and Annie Oldakowski as Hermia.

SPFAA Welcomes
Children’s Book Designer

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday, No-
vember 18, from 7
to 9 p.m. at the
Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Cen-
ter, located on
Watson Road in
Fanwood.

A program on
children’s-book il-
lustration and de-
sign by author/illus-
trator David
Neuhaus will fol-
low a brief business
meeting.

Mr. Neuhaus
studied graphic design at the Philadel-
phia College of Art and received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Illus-
tration from Par-
sons School of De-
sign, where he
learned the “craft”
of children’s-book
illustration from
Caldecott Honor
award recipients
Robert Andrew
Parker and the late
James Marshall.

Since then, he
has illustrated 20
books for children
and has created
many illustrations
for various children’s publications. He
has worked as a senior designer or art
director for several children’s publish-
ing companies, including Simon and

Schuster, Reader’s Digest, Morrow Jr.
Books, Lee and Low Books, Scholas-
tic and HarperCollins Children’s Books.

Mr. Neuhaus and
his wife, Susan, run
NeuStudio, Inc. a
graphic-design stu-
dio located in
Fanwood, where
they concentrate on
children’s-book il-
lustration, art direc-
tion and design.

Mr. Neuhaus will
give a presentation
on children’s-book
illustration and de-
sign, and will dis-
play samples of his

work, as well as the work of others to
show the range of art in children’s
publishing. He will have copies of books

that he and his wife
have designed at
their home studio
and will do a dem-
onstration of how he
applies dye washes
to line art in his
work. His design
portfolio can be
seen on his website,
neustudio.com

All meetings,
demonstrations and
workshops are free
and open to the pub-
lic. There is ample

parking at the Carriage House Pocket
Park directly across the street on Watson
Road. For more information, contact
Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Plainfield Honors and Remembers
‘The Real Joe Black,’ A Pioneer

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA  –  The recent renaming of the
Plainfield High School
baseball field to “Joe
Black Field” coincided
nicely with the release a
biography entitled
“Meet the Real Joe
Black,” written by one
of Mr. Black’s former
students, Steven Michael
Selzer.

Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (of
Westfield) and Gerald
Green joined Plainfield
officials at the dedica-
tion ceremony, which
was held earlier in au-
tumn.

Governor Chris Christie signed a
proclamation declaring the day of the
dedication “Joe Black Day” in trib-
ute to the Plainfield native, who went
on to become a pitcher for the Brook-
lyn Dodgers, at age 28, and be named
the National League Rookie of the
Year in 1952.

That was the same year that Mr.
Black became the first African-
American to win a World Series game.

In “Meet the Real Joe Black,” Mr.
Selzer chronicles the ball player’s
humble beginnings as a Plainfield
youth who pitched rocks against the
front stoop of his house on East Fourth
Street because he couldn’t afford a
baseball. After his career as a profes-
sional player ended in 1958, Mr. Black
returned to Plainfield and worked at
Hubbard Junior High School as a
teacher and baseball coach. Later in
life, he went on to become a vice-
president of Greyhound Bus.

From 1969 to 1980, Mr. Black
wrote a column for Jet and Ebony
Magazines called “By the Way.” Also
syndicated in 40 newspapers, “By
the Way” provided inspirational com-
mentary that examined “the prob-

lems all blacks share.” Several “By
the Way” columns are included in
“Meet the Real Joe Black.”

The book also in-
cludes an introduction
by Bill Cosby, whose
relationship to Mr.
Black was so close, he
considered himself Mr.
Black’s younger
brother.

Mr. Selzer main-
tained a 45-year friend-
ship with his mentor
until Mr. Black’s death
from prostate cancer in
2002.

“As the coach of our
junior high school base-
ball team, he would

play individuals based not on their

ability but on their effort, team atti-
tude, sportsmanship and enthusiasm
for the game…he did not worry about
winning,” Mr. Selzer said.

During the process of writing the
book, the author had the opportunity
to interview Mr. Black’s family,
friends, and others who came in con-
tact with him.

“It was very satisfying for me to
write about this man [who] had been
the best schoolteacher I had ever had
and then was kind enough to be my
mentor for 40 years,” continued Mr.
Selzer, adding, “I enjoyed hearing
the stories of how he helped so many.
[It] reinforced my belief about his
unselfishness.”

“Meet the Real Joe Black “can be
purchased at MeettheRealJoeBlack.com
or through many online booksellers.


