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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

LADY COUGARS FINISH 5TH, QUALIFY FOR GROUP 2

Cranford X-C Boys Capture
N.J. Group 2, Section Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougars Tom Feeney and Elias
Howard finished 4-7 with respective
times of 17:25 and 17:34, and senior
Mike Cassidy finished a strong 13th
with a time of 17:51 to earn the
Cranford High School boys their sec-
ond straight North Jersey, Group 2,
Section 2 championship with a total
of 61, to beat out Chatham at 96,
Voorhees at 101 and Summit at 102 at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on No-
vember 6. Mike Zanfardino crossed
17th at 18:02, Zach Fitzgerald was
20th at 18:08, Paul Cassaro finished
24th at 18:15 and Connor McMahon
finished 47th with a time of 19:09.
The team finished with a 17:48 aver-
age time.

“The boys did an amazing job. We
graduated our top-four runners last
year. To come back this year even
stronger, it is beyond words. I am so
proud of these boys, the way they
worked, how hard they worked. They
earned every bit of this title,” Cougar
Head Coach John Schiano said.

Feeney and Howard significantly
cut their times from last year when
the Cougars also won the title.

“Big improvement over last year.
It’s funny, because The Star-Ledger
said that Chatham was going to pull a
tight one over us, so we wrecked
them,” Howard said.

“Those top-two guys really got us

off to a strong start, and then our pack
really finished strong, and that is what
made the difference in today’s race,”
Coach Schiano said.

The Cougar girls also qualified for
the Group 2 meet by finishing fifth
with a total of 130 points with a 21:59
average time. Megan Byrnes finished
10th with a time of 20:16, Katia
Oltmann crossed 21st at 21:33,
Veronica Miller was 30th at 22:34,
Megan Byrne took 33rd at 22:40,
Natalie Englese was 36th at 22:53,
Bridget Miller finished 44th at 23:17)
and Rebecca Roman was 46th at
23:25.

“The girls did a great job. This is,
hands down, the toughest section.
You have some of the top teams in

PAPANDREA RUNS FOR 4 TDs, 2-POINT CONVERSION

Delaware Valley Terriers Nip
Cougar Gridders in OT, 36-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was not at a premium in
the final regular-season showdown
between the Cranford High School
Cougars’ football team and Delaware
Valley at Frenchtown on November
5. When the dust finally settled from
the seesaw battle, the 6-2 Terriers
nipped the 5-4 Cougars, 36-35, in
overtime.

Very little passing took place as the
Terriers, even with a gun spread of-
fense, ran the ball exclusively, and the
Cougars, with their option offense,
passed nine times with five comple-
tions. Sophomore wide receiver Ryan
Williamson became Cougar quarter-
back Joey Papandrea’s receiver of
choice. Williamson turned three re-
ceptions into 78 yards, while Kasim
Lewis had a reception for 25 yards.

“We tried to mix it up a little bit, as
far as an option team goes. We did try
to stretch the field a little bit, and I
thought that backed them off us,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said.

The Cougars carried the ball 61
times for 284 yards, and Papandrea
led the charge with 152 yards on 30
carries, which included four touch-
downs and a two-point conversion.
Junior running back JP Christiano
had eight carries for 33 yards, includ-
ing a touchdown. Tyrone Avent car-
ried 11 times for 46 yards, Reggie
Green had 21 yards on six carries,
and Lewis added 32 yards on six
carries.

“There was a lot of offense in the
game. Both defenses struggled a little
bit, or both offenses executed well. It
depends on your perspective,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “We had some pen-
alties that hurt us. Not taking any-
thing away from Del Val, they did a
great job offensively.”

Linebackers JT Vicci recorded 10
tackles and Mike Klimek had eight.
Lewis had six tackles and forced a

fumble, which he recovered. Line-
backer Anthony DaSilva had four
tackles, and defensive back Walter
James had five tackles and a forced
fumble. Eric Garguilo made five tack-
les, TJ Nichols had four tackles and
Jon Mendoza had three, while Green,
Christiano and Bryan Fitzsimmons
each added two tackles. Rob Gaeta,
Nick Diaz and Adam Smith each had
one tackle.

The Terriers seized a 10-0 lead in
the first quarter, but the Cougars
fought back with a touchdown early
in the second quarter. The Cougars
nearly scored again before halftime,
when they drove to the Terrier 18-
yard line but fumbled.

At the beginning of the second
half, the Cougars got tricky and pulled
off a successful onside kick. It paid
off as the Cougars scored to take the
lead, 14-10.

“I really thought it got them
(Cranford) some momentum,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

More good fortune for the Cougars
came when Lewis swiped the ball
from a Terrier running back’s hand.
The Cougars capitalized with another
touchdown to make the score, 21-10.
Delaware Valley immediately an-
swered with a touchdown to make the
score 21-16, but the two-point con-
version attempt failed.

Next, some controversy over an in-
advertent whistle nullified a 10-yard
gain by Papandrea. The down was
done over, but the Cougars failed to
get a first down. The Terriers took
advantage of the Cougars’ misfortune
and churned the turf for another score
to grab a 22-21 lead. Another two-
point conversion attempt was stuffed.

The Cougars got on the better end
of the seesaw with another scoring
drive to take a 27-22 lead. Papandrea
scored the two-point conversion to
up their lead to 29-22. The Terriers
barked back and knotted the score,
but the Cougars still had some time

on the clock. Unfortunately, an ille-
gal procedure penalty, followed by a
holding penalty spoiled the drive,
and the Terriers gained possession
with one minute remaining. Situa-
tions got tense when the Terriers
scampered to the Cranford 10-yard
line, but the Cougars forced a fumble
to send the game to overtime.

“We got the ball first. We didn’t
want the ball first, but that’s how the
coin toss came out,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars scored on their pos-
session, but a low snap on the extra-
point attempt proved costly.

“That’s something that we dealt
with a couple of times this year, un-
fortunately,” commented Coach
Rosenmeier.

The Terriers also scored, and their
extra-point attempt was partially
blocked, but it went through anyway
for the win.

“We got three losses [Rahway –
21-20, Summit – 17-13, Delaware
Valley] by a total of six points. We
played a couple of close games too
where we won, Hillside and Scotch
Plains. It has been a season of very
close games,” Coach Rosenmeier
said. “We keep losing guys with in-
jury. Bobby Anstatt [defensive line-
man] didn’t play. [Sean] Trotter [start-
ing running back] didn’t play. The
Summit game knocked us out of the
playoffs, but Del Val needed the win
to be eligible for the playoffs. They
were thinking that if they were win-
ning, they were in the playoffs. We
were faced with the prospect playing
the game to get another win. It was
something that was very important
for us, so we played as hard as we
could.”

The Cougars will host Red Bank
Regional at Memorial Field in a con-
solation game tomorrow, Friday,
November 12, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   0   7 14   8 6 35
Delaware Valley 10   0   6 13 7 36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NORTH JERSEY, GROUP 2, SECTION 2 CHAMPIONS…The Cougar boys cross-country team pose near the start line
after winning its second consecutive North II, Group II State Sectional Title at Warinanco Park in Roselle on November 6.
The Cougar runners include Elias Howard, Paul Cassaro, Connor McMahon, Mike Cassidy, Mike Zanfardino, Tom Feeney
and Zach Fitzgerald.

Cranford Cougars Finish Fourth in Section Gymnastics
The Cranford High School gymnastics team finished fourth in the North Jersey, Section 2 gymnastics tournament

held at Bishop Ahr High School in Edison on November 6. The Westfield Blue Devils placed third and totaled
105.875, behind winner Bishop Ahr at 111.625 and Old Bridge at 107.55. The Cougars finished with a total of 105.5.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood took sixth with a 100.2 total and Union Catholic placed ninth with a 69.75.

Cranford Cougar Mary Kate Walch tied Corrie Greis (Bishop Ahr) for third All-Around with a total of 36.625.
Blue Devil Abby Cook placed fifth with a 36.25 total. Walch placed second in the vault with a 9.325, while Union
Catholic Viking Nicole Pietrapertosa took fourth at 9.275. Walch also took second on the floor exercise with a 9.4.
Blue Devil Lyndsey Lee placed third on the balance beam with a 9.3 and Cook tied for fifth with a 9.2.
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David B. Corbin (Cougar Classic files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING THIRD ALL-AROUND…Cranford Cougar junior Mary Kate Walch tied for third in the All-Around at the
North Jersey, Section 2 gymnastics tournament at Bishop Ahr High School with a total of 36.625.

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 9 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON

SAVE 50% - 65%

on the five best selling styles

Unparalleled comfort and quality 
have been the hallmarks of every
Shifman mattress since 1893. Shifman 
ultra-premium sets are entirely 
handmade in the USA featuring 
natural cotton upholstery, a unique 
hand-tufting technique, and eight-way 
hand-tied boxsprings.  So, don’t 
let this limited time offer 
catch you napping.

• EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT 
• NATURAL MATERIALS 
• TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES 
• HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

BANCROFT
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $99
FULL EA. PC. 460 $229

CRYSTAL
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $225
FULL EA.PC. 600 $299
QUEEN SET 1300 $649
KING SET 2080 $1039

JADE
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 590 $299
FULL EA.PC. 750 $379
QUEEN SET 1670 $835
KING SET 2590 $1295

SAVOY
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 1210 $605
FULL EA.PC. 1470 $735
QUEEN SET 3200 $1599
KING SET 4600 $2299

SATURN
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC.1410 $705
FULL EA.PC. 1710 $855
QUEEN SET 3720 $1859
KING SET 5330 $2665

SALE ENDS

NOV. 14


