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Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture Sectional Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

DEVIL COSTELLO, RAIDER NAGOURNEY HITS 2 EACH

Blue Devils, Raiders Advance
In Girls Soccer Group Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three sudden strikes put the fifth-
seeded Westfield High School girls
soccer team in the driver’s seat en
route to a 4-0 victory over Hunterdon
Central in the North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 tournament at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November
5. In the North Jersey, Group 3, Sec-
tion 2 quarterfinals a few hours later,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
struck gold in the second half to de-
feat Rahway, 3-0.

The Lady Blue Devils have ad-
justed well to the pre-season and
early-season loss of two key players,
Katie Ponce and Emma Franks, by
winning their last eight games. Se-
niors Tina Landeka, Hanna Kronick
and Samantha Costello found the right
chemistry to score all four goals
against the Red Devils.

The Blue Devils took seven shots
on goal in the first half and another
six in the second half in what could
have been called a half-court game.
The Red Devils got the opportunity
to take just one shot in the first half
and another late in the second half.

With 34:30 on the clock, Landeka,

a forward, was awarded a penalty
kick and converted to give the Blue
Devils a 1-0 lead. Less than five min-
utes later, Kronick, a midfielder, ap-
proached a volley near the penalty-
kick area and ricocheted a shot off the
keeper’s back and into the net. Two
minutes after Kronick’s strike,
Costello, a forward, drilled a 25-yard
skipper into the net to make the score
3-0.

The score held up until 10 minutes
into the second half, Kronick dribbled
down the right side, drew the keeper
out, then skid a right-to-left cross to
Costello, who buried the ball into the
net from seven yards out for her sev-
enth goal of the season. From that
point on, the Blue Devils enjoyed the
luxury of fielding their entire reserve
squad that held the Red Devils to
only one shot on goal.

The Rahway Indians played a coy

defensive game in the first half against
the Raiders, who shelled the goal 14
times, which included five direct kicks
and two corner kicks. The Indians man-
aged only one shot on goal in the half.

“They had every single player in
the box. That was our problem in the
first half. It was hard to get by them.

We had difficulties trying to get the
ball around them, but we started shoot-
ing more, and they opened up,” Raider
senior Emily Nagourney said.

Eight minutes into the second half,
Nagourney took a wide-open shot
from just outside the center of the
box, about 19 yards out, and drilled it
into the net for the first score of the
game.

“Christine Monroy got the ball back
to me. I was wide open, and I took a
shot,” Nagourney said

Moments later, the Raiders nearly
scored again when senior Avika Shah,
on the right corner, directed a low
riser to Monroy, who put a head on
the ball and just sailed outside the
near post.

But, with 19:21 on the clock, Shah
sent a left-to-right cross from near
the far post to the near post where
senior Erin Pierce tapped it in the

near corner.
With less than two minutes remain-

ing, Nagourney launched an accurate
shot from 30 yards away to make the
score, 3-0.

“Lea Salituro passed me the ball. I
just took a touch from the outside and
shot, and it went into the upper left-
center of the corner,” Nagourney de-
scribed.
Hunterdon Central 0 0 0
Westfield 3 1 4

Rahway 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3

MIKLAS, GLOVER SCORE; KLEIN, SHAH GET ASSISTS

Raiders Top Blue Devils, 2-0,
For UCT Girls Soccer Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five Union County championships
in six years became a reality when the
final second ticked off the scoreboard
that revealed a 2-0 victory by the top-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team over sec-
ond-seeded Westfield at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on November 7.

Interestingly, the 14-1-3, No. 15-
ranked Raiders’ first goal came off
the foot of a defender, sophomore
outside back Christine Miklas, who
slipped into the box and tapped Jesse
Klein’s one-hop corner kick from the
right side into the net with 31:33 on
the clock in the first half.

“She comes up on the corner kick,
and she put it in,” Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing explained. “It was great
for her. She’s a great kid, and I am
glad she did that.”

Julie Glover netted the second goal
17 minutes into the second half when
she was the first to reach teammate
Avika Shah’s pass into a swarm in the
middle and ripped a shot past Blue
Devil goalkeeper Gaby Gold.

Statistically, it appeared to be a
relatively even game, but the Raiders
ruled the turf in the first half, and the
13-5-1 Blue Devils came back with a
vengeance in the second half. The
Raiders held a narrow, 11-10 edge in
shots on goal. Both teams had four
corner kicks. Raider goalkeeper Paige
Della Badia made five saves, while

Gold made six.
The powerful Blue Devils’ 1-2-3

punch of forwards Sam Costello and
Tina Landeka and midfielder Hannah
Kronick put the Raiders’ defense to
the test in a big way in the second
half. All three ripped a pair of wicked
shots that were either saved by Della
Badia or sailed just wide of the posts.

“They were able to shut down our
three where no one else has. The
three of them did not have their best
game tonight, but for some of that,
you have to give credit to Scotch
Plains,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt said. “In the first half, our
girls came out really nervous. First
county finals in a while! The girls
talked at halftime. We settled down. I
think we did better in the second
half.”

“They have probably the three best
offensive players in the county. They

play hard. We were worried about
them. Our defense, Avia Shadmi,
Claudia Falconieri and Christine
Miklas did a great job all year. They
showed how good a defense they
were today,” said Coach Ewing, who
also mentioned that sophomore Chris-
tine Monroy contributed strong de-
fensive assistance.

Moments after Glover scored,
Landeka send a right-to-left cross to
Kronick, but Della Badia made a
wise decision to charge and make a
sliding save.

“That was a great save on a great

player by Paige,” Coach Ewing said.
“We had a few chances, but Scotch

Plains had them too. They finished
their chances, and we just missed
ours. That’s the game,” Coach
Schmidt said.

The win marked the third time this
season that the Raiders have defeated
the Blue Devils. It was the first time
ever that the Raiders have beaten
Westfield twice, let alone three times.

“It is hard to beat a good team three
times, and they are a very good team,”
Coach Ewing said.

“We have never beaten Westfield
even twice in one season,” Shah said.
“We came out in this game saying,
‘so what! We beat them twice this
season. We need to prove to them that
we deserved to be the winner in both
of those games.’ It was a whole new
game, and we had a brand new team
tonight with the loss of two of our

starters, Sarah Vanbuskirk and Erin
Pierce.”

“Obviously, Westfield is our rival.
It feels so good to beat them, espe-
cially in a county tournament,” se-
nior Emily Nagourney said. “Avika
and I have been talking about this
since we were freshmen. We wanted
to beat them in the county finals. We
beat them our freshman year, 1-0, in
the finals, so it’s like a full circle. It
feels so good to beat our rivals three
times in one season.”
Westfield 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2

21:43 finished 40-45.
“We committed ourselves to going

back to Holmdel this year, along with
defending our conference title. Did
it! Earning second place in the county
meet. Did it! And now qualifying for
Group 4,” Coach Hornish said. “We
had to overcome Bridgewater-
Raritan, Phillipsburg and JP Stevens.
The ‘PAC’ plus a lot of heart gave us
the chance to advance. Five of seven
runners ran their best efforts for this
course and you can’t ask any more.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
and girls both qualified for the Group
3 meet by placing fifth with respec-
tive totals of 139 and 154. Raider
Kathleen Leeper crossed third in her
race with a time of 20:03, and Alex
Parker finished sixth in his race with
a time of 17:15.

Cougars Tom Feeney and Elias
Howard finished 4-7 with respective
times of 17:25 and 17:34, and senior
Mike Cassidy finished a strong 13th
with a time of 17:51 to earn the
Cranford boys their second straight
North Jersey, Group 2, Section 2

championship with a total of 61, to
beat out Chatham at 96, Voorhees at
101 and Summit at 102. Mike
Zanfardino crossed 17th at 18:02,
Zach Fitzgerald was 20th at 18:08,
Paul Cassaro finished 24th at 18:15
and Connor McMahon finished 47th
with a time of 19:09. The team fin-
ished with a 17:48 average time.

“The boys did an amazing job. We
graduated our top four runners last
year. To come back this year even
stronger, it is beyond words. I am so
proud of these boys, the way they
worked, how hard they worked. They
earned every bit of this title,” Cougar
Head Coach John Schiano said.

Feeney and Howard significantly
cut their times from last year when
the Cougars also won the title.

“Big improvement over last year.
It’s funny, because The Star-Ledger
said that Chatham was going to pull a
tight one over us, so we wrecked
them,” Howard said.

“Those top two guys really got us
off to a strong start, and then our pack
really finished strong, and that is what

made the difference in today’s race,”
Coach Schiano said.

The Cougar girls also qualified for
the Group 2 meet by finishing fifth
with a total of 130 points with a 21:59
average time. Megan Byrnes finished
10th with a time of 20:16, Katia
Oltmann crossed 21st at 21:33,
Veronica Miller was 30th at 22:34,
Megan Byrne took 33rd at 22:40,
Natalie Englese was 36th at 22:53,
Bridget Miller finished 44th at 23:17)
and Rebecca Roman was 46th at
23:25.

“The girls did a great job. This is,
hands down, the toughest section.
You have some of the top teams in the
state, Voorhees, Summit, so for us to
qualify as a team and for Megan to
qualify as an individual, was an amaz-
ing accomplishment,” Coach Schiano
said.

FIRST PLACE TEAMS:
GROUP 4 BOYS: Westfield 56
GROUP 3 BOYS: Mendham 37
GROUP 2 BOYS: Cranford 61
GROUP 4 GIRLS: Ridge 44
GROUP 3 GIRLS: Mendham 37
GROUP 2 GIRLS: Voorhees 26

Raider Footballers Fall
To Warren Hills, Elizabeth

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team came up on the
short end of a 21-7 decision at the
hands of Warren Hills at Warren Hills
High School on October 29. On No-
vember 5, the Raiders finished their
regular season with a 34-16 setback
to Elizabeth at Williams Field in
Elizabeth.

Raider senior running back Quentin
Blackwell carried 15 times for 58
yards against Warren Hills. Fullback
Neville Hall rushed for nine yards on
two carries. Quarterback Brett Kovacs
had 11 completions for 137 yards and
no interceptions. Wide receiver
Moussa Channaoui had five recep-
tions for 30 yards, and Sean Coloney
had two for 95 yards.

Linebacker Kyle Berwick recorded
three tackles and one sack, Matthew
Jegede made 12 tackles, Hall made
seven tackles, Jack Cunningham had
five tackles and Anthony Byers had
seven tackles.

The Raiders’ game against the 4-5
Minutemen began like a seesaw.
Elizabeth quarterback P.J. Walker
connected with Jahad Thomas for a
10-yard touchdown in the first quar-

ter, but the Raiders chewed up the
clock in the second quarter with a 14-
play, 76-yard drive that ended with
Blackwell bashing over from the
three-yard line. Unfortunately for the
Raiders, Kason Campbell grabbed
the ensuing kickoff and galloped 85
yards for the touchdown to give the
Minutemen a 14-7 lead.

The Raiders immediately answered
when quarterback Conner Thompson
hooked up with Jegede for a 78-yard
pass play, then Byers scampered in for
a four-yard touchdown run. The point
after attempt was blocked, but the Raid-
ers got the ball back before the half, and
John Murphy booted a 40-yard field
goal to make the score, 16-14.

The Minutemen took a 21-14 lead
in the third quarter when Elijah Huges
bolted 40 yards for a touchdown. Later
in the quarter, Kevin Zakl picked up a
Raider fumble and scored from
20yards out to up Elizabeth’s lead to
27-14. The Minutemen iced the game
when Devante Boles was on the re-
ceiving end of a 54-yard pass play for
a touchdown.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0 16   0   0 16
Elizabeth   7   7 13   7 34

Blue Devils Finish 3rd
In Section Gymnastics

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team finished third in the
North Jersey, Section 2 gymnas-
tics tournament held at Bishop Ahr
High School in Edison on Novem-
ber 6. The Blue Devils totaled
105.875, behind winner Bishop Ahr
at 111.625 and Old Bridge at
107.55. Cranford placed fourth
with a total of 105.5, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood took sixth with a 100.2
total and Union Catholic placed
ninth with a 69.75.

Cranford Cougar Mary Kate
Walch tied Corrie Greis (Bishop
Ahr) for third All-Around with a
total of 36.625. Blue Devil Abby
Cook placed fifth with a 36.25 to-
tal. Walch placed second in the
vault with a 9.325, while Union
Catholic Viking Nicole
Pietrapertosa took fourth at 9.275.
Walch also took second on the floor
exercise with a 9.4. Blue Devil
Lyndsey Lee placed third on the
balance beam with a 9.3 and Cook
tied for fifth with a 9.2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING HARD FOR THE BALL…Blue Devil Sam Costello, center, and a Hunterdon Central defender leap for the
loose soccer ball at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on November 5. Westfield won, 4-0.

Brian Dunlap for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE TOUGH KIND…Raider Christy Monroy, No. 13, and a Blue Devil collide while
approaching the ball in the Union County Tournament championship game. The Raiders won, 2-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CONTROL OF THE BALL…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, controls the ball despite being held by a Rahway
defender during the sectional game at Scotch Plains on November 5. The Raiders won, 3-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN THE HOME STRETCH…Blue Devils Anna Tanji, right, and Shannon Mooney, center, head down the
home stretch during the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on November 6.


