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MURRAY SCORES TD AFTER LANDZANO INTERCEPTS

Football Spartans Hold Back
Blue Devil Grid Boys, 21-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two unfortunate events, a shanked
punt, a lost fumble and a series of ball
mishandlings placed the Westfield
High School football team on the
short side of a 21-7 decision in a
showdown with No. 16 Immaculata
in Somerville on November 5.

But before the tide of good fortune
turned in the 8-1 Spartans’ direction,
the 6-2 Blue Devils had smooth sail-
ing when outside linebacker John
Landzano intercepted a pass on the
Spartan 36-yard line. From there, it
took only six plays to get to the end
zone when AJ Murray slanted in from
eight yards out with 7:34 remaining
in the first quarter. Jon Gribbin kicked
the point-after.

The mishandled hikes and block-
ing difficulties plagued the Blue Dev-
ils throughout the game, resulting in

quarterback Dan Kerr being sacked
four times, and Murray being limited
to 54 yards on 22 carries. Kerr com-
pleted nine of 17 pass attempts for 67
yards. Ryan Hess had two receptions
for 20 yards, Landzano had three for
29 yards and Peter Ondi had one for
18 yards, while James O’Rourke had
a one-yard reception and Garrett
Pryor had one for minus a yard.

“We didn’t play well up front. We
picked a bad day to not have a good
game. We had been blocking well,
but we didn’t block well today,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“You can’t do that against a good
team like this.”

The shanked punt that gave the
Spartans great field position at the
Westfield 37 was the first sign of

doom. Five running plays later, run-
ning back Ish Mack, who surpassed
1,000 yards on the season, plunged
two yards for the touchdown and
Matt Kassebaum nailed the extra point
to knot the score just 29 seconds into
the second quarter.

Next, the wind was wisped from
the Blue Devils’ sails. Gribbins’ punt
was caught by Spartan Shayne Jones
at the 15-yard line, and the Blue Dev-
ils seemingly had him firmly in their
grasp, but he slipped free and sprinted
85 yards for the touchdown with 8:39
left in the half.

“We had him! We didn’t finish. I
think too many of the guys kind of
relaxed when they saw him tackled,
and they didn’t finish,” Coach
DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils responded with
their best drive of the game, chewing

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS; RAIDER GIRLS, BOYS GET FIFTH

Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture
N.J. Group 4, Section 2 Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intense pack mentality and the
friendly rivalry of Blue Devil
frontrunners Jack Leahy and Andrew
Kirna brought home the North Jer-
sey, Group 4, Section 2 champion-
ship for the No. 2-ranked Westfield
High School boys cross-country team
at Warinanco Park in Roselle on No-
vember 6.

The rivalry was also with the No. 7
Ridge Red Devils, who nipped the
Blue Devils for the title last year. But
this year, the Blue Devils took care of
business with Leahy, who placed third
with a time of 16:21, and Kirna (fourth
at 16:26) finishing ahead of Ridge’s
No. 1 runner, while Sam Tooley (12th
at 16:51), Kevin Smith (16th at 17:13)
and Zach Lizmi (21st at 17:25) fin-
ished ahead of the Red Devils’ No. 2
runner. John Kirna finished 24th with
a time of 17:29 and Evan Tarlow
finished 45th with a time of 18:10 to

give Westfield a 56 total to Ridge’s
85. North Hunterdon placed third at
117.

A tight pack of Blue Devil runners
were occupying most of the third
through 12th positions at the one-
mile mark. Andrew Kirna was run-
ning third at the time, and Leahy was
running tightly with three other com-
petitors just behind Kirna.

“I tried to stick with Andrew, and
that’s what I did. Andrew and I, it’s
like a friendly rivalry. [It’s] Whoever
can perform on that day. When I was
coming in, I was thinking like being
behind him, I’ve got to push up front.
It worked today, and I am really
happy,” said Leahy, who added, “We
have always known that Ridge has
always been our competitor. We were
pumped, because they are a real big,
rival.”

The Blue Devil girls were espe-
cially yearning to break the top-five
to qualify for the Group 4 meet, since

they placed sixth last year. At the
beginning of year, Blue Devil Head
Coach Thom Hornish had a goal for
his girls to all break the 20-minute
mark to ensure a qualification to the
Group 4 meet at Holmdel.

“We are a little shy of that. We are
improving, but we are not there yet.
There have been some breakthroughs.
Hopefully today, we will try to be in
the top five to qualify for Group 4. We
came up short last year. We were
sixth. There are five teams shooting
for two spots,” Coach Hornish said.

The Lady Blue Devil kept tight
enough to beat out Bridgewater-
Raritan for fifth place with a total of
144. Alyssa Hatch finished 21st with
a time of 20:59. Shannon Mooney
and Anna Tanji, both at 21:11, fin-
ished 27-28, respectively. Ellie Tanji
at 21:28 and Allegra Larche at 21:33
finished 36-37, while Danielle Grimes
at 21:36 and Hannah McRoberts at
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEMMED IN BY TOUGH SPARTANS…The Immaculata Spartans’ defense keyed on running back AJ Murray, No. 9,
and stopped the Blue Devils offense at crucial times in Somerville on November 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TO THE FRONTRUNNERS…Blue Devil Jack Leahy (650) and the rest of his teammates ran in the tight
pack close to the frontrunners at Warinanco Park in Roselle on November 6.


