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Nominees Being Requested
For Women of Excellence

COUNTY – Nominations currently
are being accepted for the 19th An-
nual Women of Excellence awards
program, sponsored by the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women and the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

“The Women of Excellence Award
honors the many different contribu-
tions of women from all walks of life,”
said Freeholder Chairman Daniel
Sullivan. “When you hear these per-
sonal stories of achievement, you gain

a deeper understanding of the people
who shape our Union County com-
munities and influence our lives.”

The commission is seeking out-
standing nominees who live or work
in Union County and have distin-
guished themselves in one or more of
the following categories: Arts and
Humanities; Business/Entrepreneur-
ial; Community Service; Education;
Government; Law; Law Enforce-
ment; Medicine/Health Care and
Women’s Advocacy.

The Women of Excellence who are
selected from the pool of nominees
will be honored at a celebratory din-
ner to be held at The Westwood in
Garwood on Friday, March 25, 2011.

To obtain a nomination form, call
Madeline Brigantino at (908) 527-4144
or visit WomenofExcellenceForm.pdf
to download the form. The completed
form should be mailed to: Jane O’Hara,
708 Newark Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Nominations must be post-
marked by Wednesday, December 1,
2010.

Library Event to Focus
On Marketing Tactics
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library will present a pro-
gram by the Service Corps of Re-
tired Executives (SCORE) entitled
“How to Really Market Your Prod-
ucts and Services” on Tuesday, No-
vember 16, at 7 p.m.

Presenter Bob Serry, who recently
retired from a successful sales career,
will review sales procedures geared
toward anyone who has something to
sell. He will discuss the usual chan-
nels for selling, such as word-of-
mouth, personal contact, trade shows,
magazines and newspapers, the
Internet, seminars, phone campaigns
and networking. However, he also
will explain that the successful tech-
nique is often not the obvious one; it
is necessary to try everything.

SCORE is a non-profit association
dedicated to educating entrepreneurs
and a resource partner with the Small
Business Administration.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield. This pro-
gram is open to Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL cardholders.
To register, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

BENEFIT BREAKFAST…The 10th Annual Faith, Home and Charity fund-
raising breakfast, benefiting Homefirst, Interfaith Housing and Family Services,
will be held on Thursday, November 18, from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m. at L’Affaire Fine
Catering in Mountainside. An hour-long program will begin promptly at 8 a.m.
There is no cost to attend; however, an opportunity to donate will be provided.
Reservations are required. For reservations, or more information, contact Rick
Porter at (908) 753-4001, extension no. 24, or at rick@homefirstinc.org. Pictured,
Caroline Leahy, left, and Amanda Schroeder make a new friend at the Homefirst
Children’s Halloween Party that was organized and run jointly by members from
Temple Sholom and the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Thrift Shop Reveals
Holiday Sale Dates

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop will hold
its annual Holiday Sale on two Wednes-
days, November 17 and December 1,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. A large
variety of slightly used and new cloth-
ing, toys, jewelry, kitchen supplies,
dishes, glassware and decorative
items, including pictures and frames,
candles and trees, will be available.

The shop entrance is located on
McDermott Place on the side of the
church, which is at the corner of Martine
and LaGrande Avenues. Ample park-
ing is available. All the shop workers
are volunteers and the proceeds will be
given to local charities. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-8891.

Nugent Association
Slates Annual Dance
AREA – The Joseph Nugent Sr.

Association of Union County will
hold its 77th annual dance on Satur-
day, November 20, from 8 p.m. to
midnight at the Kenilworth Veterans
Center, located at 33 South 21st Street
in Kenilworth.

The Irish-American organization
will honor Paul Bulger as Irishman of
the Year and Madelyn McCarron as
Irish Woman of the Year. This year’s
recipients of the Greta Sheridan Me-
morial Community Service Award
are Frank and Sharon Loftus. Roselle
Police Detective Matt Jakubowski
will receive the Jack O’Connor
Award. The Nugent’s Bravest Award
will be presented to retired Elizabeth
Fire Chief Ed Sisk.

The Willie Lynch Show Band will
provide entertainment. Admission is
$25 and will include beer, wine, cof-
fee, cake and tea. There also will be a
cash bar. For reservations or more
information, call Carol Martin at
(732) 851-5109 or Kevin Dowling at
(732) 594-1763. Tickets also will be
available at the door.

Founded by Joseph Nugent, Sr. in
1933, the Nugent Association is the
oldest independent Irish-American or-
ganization in the State of New Jersey.

Temple Sholom Plans
Free Pajama Party

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children up to first grade to a
free Chanukah pajama party on Satur-
day, November 20, from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

The festivities will include a kosher-
style pot-luck dinner, games, art projects
and music, among other activities, as
participants gather together to end
Shabbat and get ready for the Festival
of Lights. Older siblings are welcome.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Its chapel is around
the corner off Marian Avenue. Visitors
are asked to enter through the door on
Marian marked Temple Sholom.

For more information or to respond,
call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Turkey Drives to Take Place
At Area Sites November 20

COUNTY – Volunteers will be in
the parking lots at four locations in
Union County to collect frozen tur-
keys, non-perishable food and do-
nations on Saturday, November 20,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Locations will include the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey
Main Warehouse, 31 Evans Termi-
nal in Hillside; Franklin Elementary
School, 700 Prospect Street in
Westfield; St. James Roman Catho-
lic Church, 45 South Springfield Av-
enue in Springfield, and Orange Av-
enue School, 901 Orange Avenue in
Cranford.

The turkeys and other donations
will help the FoodBank to provide a
traditional Thanksgiving dinner and
other holiday meals to those in need,
and to be there for those in need
after the holidays.

“Our partner agencies have re-
ported a rise in need of 30 to 40
percent in the past year. When you
combine that recent rise in our pov-
erty statistics, the situation is dire,”
said Kathleen DiChiara, president and
CEO of the Community FoodBank

of New Jersey. “We rely on these
turkey drives to help combat the prob-
lem and provide a Thanksgiving meal
for those in need.”

In total, there are close to 40 sites
taking part in the 2010 Turkey
Drives across Northern and Central
New Jersey. A complete list of sites
is available online.

The FoodBank also is encourag-
ing financial donations, which will
be used to purchase turkeys at whole-
sale prices and assist in distributing
food and groceries throughout the
winter months, when the number of
families needing help increases
greatly. Donations can be made
online at njfoodbank.org/
turkeydrive.
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Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click 
on Online Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 ext 4140.
It’s your Library …  
make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

Learn the basics oLearn the basics of  violin at  
“Violin Magic for Adults” 

Saturday, November 20  2:00 pm 
at the Westfield Memorial Library 

Perhaps you took violin as a child, or always 

wished that you could. Here’s your chance to 

try it out under the guidance of Dr. Ted 

Schlosberg of the New Jersey Workshop for 

the Arts. Call 908.789.9696 to make an ap-

pointment for sizing, or bring your own violin. 

Fingernails must be trimmed. Class limited to 

16 so sign up now!  

Joseph Qutub

Mr. Qutub to Speak
At Library Next Week
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will present Joseph
Qutub of Fanwood, who will speak
on “America, the Land of Opportu-
nity” on Thursday, November 18, at 7
p.m. This program will be part of the
ALA and NEH Grant, “Picturing
America: Land of Opportunity.”

He will discuss how he and his
brothers came to America from the
Middle East, educated themselves with
scholarships and worked many jobs to
support themselves. Each brother pur-
sued a different career and each ful-
filled his life goals and ambitions.

Mr. Qutub is a member of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club,
where he has served as president and
has worked on many of the club’s
special projects. This program is open
to all. To register, call (908) 322-6400
or visit the library, which is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Local Youngster’s Efforts
Aids Autism Family Events

WESTFIELD – For a little over a
year, Alexandra Jackman of Westfield,
who just turned 11, has been volun-
teering as a Peer Mentor
for Autism Family Tours
with Brianna, Inc.
(autismfamilytours.org).
Among other activities,
the group offers a peer
mentor program that pro-
motes inclusion and ac-
ceptance of children with
special needs in the main-
stream of everyday life.

A sixth-grade student
at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, and the daughter of
Michael and Lisa Jackman, Alex has
worked on karate programs, bicycle
lessons, nature lessons at the
Watchung Reservation, bingo and
even a fun Halloween party as a Peer
Mentor.

Alex started raising money for
Autism Family Tours in June and
continued through her birthday on
September 9. In lieu of birthday

presents, she asked everyone in-
vited to her party to donate to the
organization. Through this initia-

tive, as well as Alex’s
efforts to raise money
through babysitting,
lemonade stands and
pet sitting, she has
raised more than $600
for the organization.

In celebration of
Alex’s giving, Autism
Family Tours will host
two family swim events
– funded with Alex’s do-
nations – that will in-

clude a light dinner. These events,
which are now sold out, will take
place on Saturdays, November 20
and December 11, at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA. Families will
have an opportunity to swim from
5:45 to 6:45 p.m. and have a light
meal from 6:45 to 7:30 p.m.

For more information about Au-
tism Family Tours with Brianna, Inc.,
visit autismfamilytours.org.

Alexandra Jackman

Knights, Theta Phi Set
Seeing Eye Program
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Knights of Columbus and the Theta
Phi Alpha Alumnae Association will
sponsor a seeing-eye dog demonstra-
tion for scouting groups and other
interested individuals and groups on
Tuesday, November 16, at 3:30 p.m.

A dog and handler from The See-
ing Eye of Morristown, a leading
provider for over 80 years of seeing-
eye dogs for the blind and those with
severe visual impairment, will present
the program.

The program will take place at the
Knights of Columbus Council Hall,
located at 2400 North Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
contact Christine O’Brien, president
of the Theta Phi Alpha Alumnae As-
sociation, at (908) 612-3119 or
tpachristine@gmail.com.

Nominations Are Sought
For Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church invites nominations
for the 2011 Marc Wesley Hardy
Human Rights Award. Candidates
must be between the ages of 16 and
22 who live in Westfield or surround-
ing communities and who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the area of
human rights.

This award will be presented to a
person who has demonstrated the
following qualities which were per-
sonified by Marc Hardy: Openness
and friendliness to persons of all races,
creeds and nationalities; involvement
and leadership in organizations and
activities committed to improving
human relations; personal dignity; a
willingness to take risks for what he
or she believes is right; unqualified
acceptance of others; respect for di-
versity; personal integrity; caring and
willingness to listen and the ability to
lead by example.

The award is named in honor of
Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church who was

killed in a car accident in 1990, shortly
before he was to graduate from
Westfield High School. He was a
national merit scholar and a gifted
singer and actor with an abiding in-
terest in human rights.

Nominations must include detailed
descriptions of the organizations and
activities the candidate has been in-
volved in, as well as concrete examples
and stories that illustrate the criteria
listed above; the nominee’s résumé;
one letter of support documenting the
nominee’s contributions from a non-
family member, and the name and con-
tact information for two references.

Nominations should be mailed or
e-mailed by Friday, December 3, to
the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090
or uccfcc@verizon.net.

Presentation of the award, which
will consist of a certificate and a
monetary award, will be made in
January 2011. For further informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or Sharilyn Brown at (973)
376-4097.

AARP Chapter Posts
Holiday Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will hold its holiday lun-
cheon on Monday, December 6, at
noon at Giovanna’s Restaurant on
South Avenue in Plainfield.

The menu will feature appetizer,
Bowties Bolognese; Giovanna’s
mixed green salad; a choice of entrées
including Chicken Francaise, Baked
Salmon and Veal Parmigiana; des-
sert, Giovanna’s Signature Cake, as
well as coffee, tea and soft drinks.

The cost is $25 per person. Those
interested are asked to send checks,
made payable to Westfield Area
AARP, Chapter 4137, to Dom Lisanti,
53 Maddaket Court, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076, as soon as possible.


