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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

In Flanders Fields
By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD

(1872-1918),  Canadian Army
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

It’s Dark Now And Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight.

When everyone leaves work during this time of
year, it’s dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s
particularly hard to see pedestrians. Pedestrians also
don’t see very well, aren’t as aware as they need to
be, and assume drivers see them. This condition has
resulted in unfortunate pedestrian deaths over the
last few years.

The busy local thoroughfares, such as North Av-
enue and East Broad Street in Westfield, have proven
to be particularly dangerous. Martine and Park Av-
enues in Scotch Plains are equally busy. These
streets are uniquely laden with both cars and pedes-
trians. It’s the most dangerous combination – many
cars, many pedestrians and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-
sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-

ably don’t.
Take the time to remind your children to always

cross at the cross walks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors.

Drivers, in their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of year. Expect
pedestrians to do unusual things because they will.
Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.

Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard,
too, because of the diminished visibility. Make sure
the reflectors on your bicycles are cleaned off and in
good condition. Both joggers and cyclists should
consider purchasing and wearing a blinking light to
make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you.

We’d like to hear your suggestions on this issue.
Please e-mail editor@goleader.com. Let’s make our
wintertime as safe as possible this year by staying
alert.

Thank You, Veterans, for Your
Sacrifices in Keeping America Free
Armistice Day symbolizes the end of World War I

in 1918, when guns fell silent on the Western Front
at the 11th hour, 11th day, the 11th month. The “War
to end all wars.” Unfortunately for the world, that
didn’t hold true. We’ve had many other horrors of
war, and we continue today in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Yet we remain free because: “For centuries, many
men and women of the United States of America
have put their careers, family and other interests on
hold for months and years at a time. In uniform, they
were thrust into harm’s way. Military service could
be unpleasant, lonely, dangerous and, sometimes,
fatal. Our veterans did this for one purpose, and one
only — to serve and protect this country.

“Communities across America are filled with
monuments to remember our veterans of wars. In the
many towns of Union County, some of these monu-
ments are well known, while others are forgotten. In
Westfield, local veterans who lost their lives during
the First World War are remembered by the monu-
ment at the Plaza as well as with gold-star street
names and signs. The 78 Westfielders who died in

World War II are memorialized by a bronze plaque
outside the Town Hall Community Room. Those lost
in Korea and in Vietnam are remembered…” By
Garland “Bud” Boothe, The Westfield Leader, Nov.2,
2000.

Now we call it Veterans’ Day, established in 1938.
Unfortunately, one year later, World War II started
and the world has hardly seen peace since then.

Freedom Isn’t Free
This Veterans Day, remember the Americans who

died in war for our freedom: Over 4,300 currently in
Iraq and about 1,300 in Afghanistan; 4,435 in the
Revolutionary War; 2,260 in the War of 1812; 13,283
in the Mexican War; 558,052 in the Civil War, 2,246
in the Spanish-American War; 116,708 in World War
I; 407,316 in World War II; 33,651 in the Korean
War; 58,168 in Vietnam and 293 in the Gulf War. As
written on the Korean War Memorial in Washington,
D.C.: “Freedom isn’t free.”

Ordinary men with extraordinary deeds have de-
fended our fragile democracy.

The Westfield Leader
Nov. 13, 1918

Thanks to All Who Made Anniversary
Gala for Community Ctr. A Success

Resolve Community Counseling
Thanks Stage House for Support

Thank You Garwood as We Face
Our Challenges Together

Disgusted to See The Cartoon
Suggesting That NJEA Is A Bully

All Americans Should Visit Arlington;
They Guaranteed Our Freedoms

Strauss Thanks Scotch Plains Voters
And Congratulates His Opponents

Recently, I noticed a letter to the editor
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times) by Ri-
chard Fortunato a couple of weeks ago in
which he mentioned that the media and
pundits had suggested that should the
government be run by the “Tea Partiers”
that the military would be short changed.
This very idea from my experience in
attending a couple “Tea Party” events is
nothing but a misrepresentation of those
that have attended “Tea Party” events.

In order, to use an example, I will relate
a couple of experiences that I recently
had on a visit to the D.C. area. After
spending a day at the well-maintained
Capital building, my wife and I took a
shuttle bus to our hotel. While waiting for
this bus, I sat down next to a slightly older
couple. At first I did not notice that the
man had something in his lap, but when I
did see it, it looked like a raincoat since it
heavily rained that day. Upon a closer
look, the raincoat proved to be a triangu-
lar water proof holder, for a United States
of America burial flag.

We were only a short distance from
Arlington National Cemetery at that time.
The man was honored to be presented by

our grateful nation this flag for a loved
one. On my part, I open the door of the
van, and all I could say was that I was
“sorry.” I don’t know if it was for a
brother, sister, daughter or son.

Then the next day we visited Arlington
National Cemetery and while on the tour,
we saw a horse drawn caisson with a
coffin going up the hill. This was one of
Arlington’s 20 to 25 funerals each week.

I will never get these images out of my
head, especially knowing that my family
and my wife’s family are proud owners of
two burial flags each and can attest that
when taps are played for a loved one, it
goes on for ever.

I simply do not care what the media,
pundits or any one cares about my respect
for my country and military, even if I
attended a couple “Tea Party” events.

I suggest that every American visit
Arlington. It is here that those that guar-
anteed our freedoms that we enjoy today
are honored. This is especially applicable
since today is Veteran’s day.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

The Westfield Community Center
would like to thank The Westfield Leader
and its readers who helped us make our
75th anniversary and gala dinner such a
success. Without your assistance, we
would not have made it this far.

Gala dinner attendees included Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky. New Jersey As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick presided over
the live auction that included a six-night
stay in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. Along
with dancing, a live band, and silent auc-
tion, members took time to honor those of
years gone by who had made lasting
contributions to the center.

The work of the Westfield Community

Center continues with your support. Pro-
grams for seniors provide nutritional and
social care and well-being. After-school
and summer programs give children a
safe place to play and get help with home-
work. These programs continue to run
each day, even as we receive walk-ins
and a steady stream of phone calls from
many people who need assistance.

In the midst of these challenging eco-
nomic times, the Westfield Community
Center is glad to have supporters like you
who enable us to serve our neighbors.

Christopher Beck
President, Westfield Community

Center Board of Directors

On behalf of Resolve Community
Counseling Center, Inc. in Scotch Plains
and its’ Board of Directors, we sincerely
thank the Stage House Inn for making our
recent fundraising dinner event such a
success. We have been fortunate to expe-
rience a wonderful partnership with the
Stage House Inn these past few years as
they open their doors to Resolve’s guests
for a sumptuous price fixe dinner.

Thank you again, Stage House, and to

all who attended the October 19 event.
Your support is very much appreciated
and we look forward to another wonder-
ful evening in February when Resolve
and the Stage House Inn will once again
welcome guests for a fine dining experi-
ence.

Barbara Roskin, President
Resolve Com. Counseling Center

Scotch Plains

The New Year is the time for new
beginnings and the Borough of Garwood
will be no exception as we join forces to
face whatever new challenges may come
our way during these difficult economic
times.

However, first we wish to thank the
residents of Garwood who this Election
Day gave us their votes of confidence at
the polls. We will endeavor to do our very
best to live up to your expectations as we
work to move Garwood forward into the
future.

Further we want to recognize Mayor
Dennis McCarthy for his years of merito-

rious service to the borough and recog-
nize his running mates, Ms. Villaggio
and Mr. Allouf, for their dedication to the
borough as well.

And finally, we are looking forward to
working with all of the members of the
borough council as well as all the bor-
ough employees and volunteers as we all
join forces to ensure that Garwood re-
mains the oasis for families that our found-
ing fathers envisioned.

Thank you.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Victor
DeFilippo and James Mathieu

Garwood GOP

I just returned from a college visit with
my daughter and opened to the editorial
page of the November 4 paper. After hear-
ing only wonderful comments from college
admission personnel, including one dean of
admissions, about the quality of Westfield
High School and its teachers, I was dis-
gusted and disappointed to see the editorial
cartoon suggesting that the New Jersey
Education Associaton (NJEA) is a bully.

The NJEA represents the public school
teachers who give Westfield public
schools their glowing reputation through-
out the country. It is not the NJEA that is
the bully, but Governor Christie and mem-

bers of our State Legislature, who are
trying to bully the public into believing
that it is our public schools and our teach-
ers in New Jersey that have caused the
financial crisis and other problems we
currently face in this state.

I am hopeful that your readers are
smarter than you give them credit for and
understand that it is our public school
system and our teachers throughout the
state, particularly in Westfield, that give
New Jersey one of the finest public edu-
cation systems in the country.

Amy Herrington
Westfield

I wish to sincerely thank all of those
who supported my efforts to win re-elec-
tion to the Council.

Running as an Independent candidate
is a very difficult and time consuming
undertaking with long odds. I am not
aware of an Independent ever winning in
Scotch Plains, much less running. Re-
markably, this year there were eight can-
didates for three seats inclusive of two
incumbent Independents, Dominick Bratti
and myself. Despite these long odds, the
truly wonderful and dedicated support
and help that came my way was not only
very gratifying, but critical in mounting a
serious campaign as well as keeping up
my spirits during the entire process.

The results disclose that we, as Inde-
pendents, clearly affected the outcome of
the election, but we simply could not
truly compete with the party influence
and resources to win. I believe I would be
remiss as an elected official if I did not
acknowledge this shortcoming in our lo-
cal electoral process. The reasons for an
independent run still exist, but the odds
remain as long as ever.

I extend my congratulations to Mr.
Marcus, Mr. Vastine and Councilman
Glover on their election. The campaign
and election is over. They must now work
with our truly excellent professional staff
and town employees on behalf of all
residents of Scotch Plains and not just the
parties that supported their efforts. I ex-
pect to remain involved and watchful
with the hope and expectation that our
township can remain a great place to live.

Jeffrey Strauss
Scotch Plains

Bratti Thanks SP
Voters for Support

I would like to thank the residents of
Scotch Plains for giving me the opportu-
nity to serve as your councilman for the
last two years. I am proud of all the
individuals with whom I served and of
what we were able to accomplish. I con-
gratulate Councilman Glover, and Messrs.
Marcus and Vastine, and wish them the
best of luck.

To those of you who voted for me and
Jeff Strauss, I thank you and applaud your
willingness to support Independent can-
didates regardless of political-party af-
filiation. I hope that you will join us in
continuing to do so at all levels of govern-
ment so that we may replace partisanship
and patronage with honesty and integrity
in government.

Dominick Bratti
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Procellous – Stormy
2. Eurycerous – Broad-horned
3. Catadioptrics – The science of the

reflection of light and its observance
4. Patena – A grassy area in the hilly

parts of Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DASYMETER
1. An instrument used in testing the den-
sity of gases
2. An instrument used to determine depth
in bodies of water
3. An instrument used to test the proofage
of alcoholic beverages
4. An official or umpire of the pre-twen-
tieth century baseball era

QUINDISM
1. A fifth
2. A fifteenth
3. Belief in the power of the pentagram
4. Divination of the sea scallops

METOPOMANCY
1. Dissecting cadavers to study organs,
vessels and other internals
2. A Caesarean section
3. A study of mollusks
4. Fortunetelling by human features

PLEBICOLIST
1. One who caters to vulgarity or seeks
the favor of the common people
2. A member of the lower class in Roman times
3. A member of the freshman class of the
United States Military Academy or the
Naval Academy
4. A person who writes about the strife of
the common people


