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Member FDIC

JOIN US FOR OUR

GRAND
RE-OPENING
CELEBRATION!

$500
INSTANTLY!
no purchase or account 

opening necessary

WIN

GIFTS!
free
with new
accounts

3

up to

Nov.13
9am-2pm

ENTER TO

WIN!
A 16GB APPLE

iPad

1Restrictions apply. Ask for details. 2Enter our Sweepstakes beginning November 13, 2010 for a chance to win an Apple iPad. No purchase or account opening required to enter Sweepstakes. Entry forms available only at 
The Provident Bank’s Fanwood branch location. Entry forms must be deposited in the ballot box located at the Fanwood branch by 12/31/10. Entrants must be 18 years or older. Sweepstakes entry is limited to one entry per person. 
Employees of The Provident Bank and its subsidiaries, members of their immediate families and suppliers of The Provident Bank are not eligible to enter Sweepstakes. One winning entry will be drawn on or about 1/5/11 at Provident‘s
Fanwood branch location. Internet access is required for some iPad features. Internet service is not included with iPad prize. Acceptance of prize constitutes permission to use the winner’s name and/or likeness for purposes of advertising 
and promotion without further compensation. Winner required to sign a Consent and Release form upon receipt of prize. Value of the prize will be reported on IRS Form 1099 for tax purposes. Applicable taxes are the responsibility of the 
winner. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The Provident Bank’s ruling is final. Entry into Sweepstakes signifies acceptance to receive information on other Provident products and services. 3Limited to the first 300 players. One chance/one
disc selection per person. Must be age 18 or older. Account opening is not required. Employees of The Provident Bank and its subsidiaries, members of their immediate family and suppliers of The Provident Bank are not eligible to play. 

ENTER OUR FREE SWEEPSTAKES FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN APPLE iPad2

INSTANT REWARDS GAME – WIN UP TO $500!3

Prizes range in value from $1 to $500.

   FREE REFRESHMENTS & KIDS ACTIVITIES

Call 1-800-448-PROV or visit www.ProvidentNJ.com
to learn more about The Provident Bank.

FANWOOD: 206 South Avenue

CELEBRATING LOCATION

2

1

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·Free pickup and delivery

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY
Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors since 1984

NJ license # ABR03373A

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Have your car repaired at the shop of your choice

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Republicans Call on Dems
To Put ‘Tool Kit’ Up for Vote

TRENTON — Assembly com-
mittees considered nearly 40 pieces
of legislation on Monday, but not
one dealt with Governor Chris
Christie’s property tax reform tool
kit.

Assembly Republican Leader
Alex DeCroce and Conference
Leader Jon Bramnick said it is “dis-
graceful” that Democratic Pary
leaders “continue to waste valuable
time by failing to consider the key
parts of the tool-kit package.”

“New Jersey taxpayers will be
disgusted to find out that the As-
sembly Democrats place a higher
priority on creating commissions
rather than tackling civil service,
arbitration and pension reforms,”
Mr. DeCroce said. “The Democratic
leaders keep telling the public they
have been working on tool-kit leg-
islation, but taxpayers have seen
little evidence of that. They must be
tone deaf to the election results de-
livered on Tuesday. Property tax-
payers are tired of listening to prom-
ises made by Democrats, which is
nothing more than talk.”

“Last week, our caucus heard
from 20 bipartisan mayors through-
out the state who implored us to
enact the critical reforms which will
help them control spending,” Mr.
DeCroce said. “But Democrats be-
lieve that discussing medical mari-
juana is more vital to taxpayers.
Assembly Republicans have waited
since the summer to work on the
key components in the tool kit. The
stumbling block for the Democrats
in developing meaningful legisla-

tion is that they have no experience
at cutting taxes or reducing spend-
ing.”

“Another committee hearing ses-
sion [on Monday contained] not
one property tax reform bill mayors
and other local officials will need
to keep their budgets within the
new [2-percent] cap law that takes
effect in 56 day,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

“For months, Assembly Republi-
cans have expressed our willing-
ness to have open and meaningful
discussion on the tool-kit package,
but Democratic leaders continue to
turn a deaf ear. The clock is ticking.
Without these necessary reforms,
local officials will be forced to sig-
nificantly cut services and person-
nel.”

“Assembly Democrats have de-
layed and mismanaged the tool-kit
reforms to the point where they will
have to be crammed into our last two
scheduled voting sessions this year.
If that even happens, it is likely that
taxpayers and local officials will only
see watered-down legislation offered
by Democrats that doesn’t deliver the
substantive reforms needed in order
stay within the new [2-percent] cap
law,” Mr. DeCroce stated.

“At this point, I seriously doubt
the Democrats want to change the
system. Their goal is to maintain
the status quo,” Mr. DeCroce said.

Bill to Abolish COAH
Clears State Committee

TRENTON – Legislation to abolish
the state Council on Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH) and revamp antiquated
affordable-housing laws was released
Monday by an Assembly panel.

“This is a reasonable compromise
that ensures that towns will have a
diverse housing stock that takes into
account the needs of not only low-
and moderate-income residents, but
working-class residents, too,” said
Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-20,
Plainfield). “This legislation repre-
sents months of lengthy discussions
with interested stakeholders, the Sen-
ate and the (Christie) administra-
tion.”

The legislation would abolish
COAH, a move Mr. Green said is
supported by the Assembly, the Sen-
ate and the governor’s office. Chief
among the bill’s other components is
a 10-percent affordable-housing re-
quirement for all new residential de-
velopments in any municipality.

However, exempt from this require-
ment are any municipalities where
50 percent or more of the student
population is receiving a free or re-
duced lunch. Municipalities where
either 12 percent of the housing is
considered affordable or 25 percent
to 50 percent of the student popula-
tion is receiving a free or reduced
lunch could impose a 10-percent “set
aside” at their discretion.

The legislation stands apart from
the state’s existing COAH laws be-
cause it removes this requirement for

commercial development and links it
only with residential developments.

In addition to the 10 percent set
aside, municipalities that are required
to comply with the new development
standards would have to zone 20 per-
cent of its vacant, developable land
for higher density, workforce hous-
ing – essentially requiring the devel-
opment of four stand-alone units on
every acre, or eight units if they are
attached.

Municipalities, including those in
urban areas, would also have to sub-
mit rehabilitation plans for their ex-
isting sub-standard housing stock.
The legislation would also gradu-
ally phase in the 2.5-percent
developer’s fee over the next five
years to fund housing efforts. This
standard fee was created through
legislation in 2008 and later placed
under a moratorium, which expired
in July.

“With legislation this massive in
scope, there are obviously going to
be parties that will never be satisfied
with every component of it,” Mr.
Green said. “I think this bill is a
reasonable alternative that takes into
account the needs of everyone in this
state, regardless of socio-economic
status, and provides a means to stimu-
late development, both commercial
and residential.”

The bill was released by the As-
sembly Housing and Local Govern-
ment Committee which is chaired by
Asm. Green.

SP Mayor’s Gala Tickets
On Sale until November 19

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tickets for
the annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Charity Gala on Friday, December 3,
are now on-sale until Friday, Novem-
ber 19, in the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department. Tickets for the
event are $75, and groups of or more
can reserve a table together.

The gala, which will take place at
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains, is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments
of the community for an evening full
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event support
the Municipal Alliance Committee
and other local non-profit organiza-
tions.

The event also recognizes citizens
and groups that have made voluntary

contributions to Scotch Plains.
Awards are presented in the follow-
ing categories to the following re-
cipients: Female Volunteer of the Year:
Lisa Mohn; Male Volunteer of the
Year: Michael Walch; Volunteer Or-
ganizations of the Year: Scotch Plains
Boy Scouts and Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scouts. Additionally, the
Boy Scouts are receiving this award
during their 100th anniversary as an
organization.

Tickets can be purchased through
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment, located in Room 113 at the
Municipal Building.

For information about tickets, the
Mayor’s Gala, or how to donate a
gift, call (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 1221.

Panel Releases Bill to Extend
Housing Project Tax Credits

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Democrats in Trenton that
would extend the eligibility of cer-
tain business and housing project tax
credits available to New Jersey busi-
nesses was released Monday by the
Assembly Commerce and Economic
Development Committee, by a vote
of 6-0-1.

“Anything we can do to stimulate
business growth in New Jersey, to help
put people back to work, we should be
actively pursuing,” said Louis
Greenwald (LD-6,Voorhees), the chair-
man of the Assembly Budget Commit-
tee. “These tax credits have proved
effective in the past, and extending
them now will continue to induce busi-
nesses to invest in our economy.”

The legislation (A-3143) would
extend the eligibility of businesses to
invest in certain business or housing
projects for tax credits under the
state’s “Urban Transit Hub Tax Credit
Act” (UTHTCA) and the “New Jer-
sey Economic Stimulus Act of 2009.”

“Construction trades have some of
the highest unemployment rates in
our state,” said Asw. Annette Quijano
(LD-20, Union). “These tax credits
will help companies looking to invest
in business and residential construc-
tion, putting people back to work in
the short term and creating jobs in the
long term.” Under the UTHTCA, a
business may receive a tax credit of
up to 100 percent of its qualified
capital investment in a business facil-
ity that is located in an urban transit
hub and employs at least 250 people
at the facility. Annually, for 10 years,
the business may apply a credit equal
to 10 percent of the amount of the
investment against the corporation
business tax, insurance premiums tax
or gross income tax liability.

A tenant leasing space in a quali-
fied facility would also be allowed
credits under the bill, provided the
tenant occupies space in the facility
that proportionally represents at least

$17.5 million of the capital invest-
ment in the facility, while employing
at least 250 individuals and that the
owner of the facility has made or
acquired at least $50 million in capi-
tal investments in the facility.

Under a similar program enacted
as part of the Stimulus Act of 2009, a
developer may receive a tax credit of
up to 20 percent of the capital invest-
ment in a qualified residential project
located in an urban transit hub, pro-
vided the owner of the project has
made or acquired at least $50 million
in capital investments in the project.

Mixed-use projects that consist of
a qualified business facility and a
qualified residential project – neither
of which alone satisfies the $50-mil-
lion investment requirement – also
would be eligible, provided that the
investment in each component of the
development amounts to at least $17.5
million and that the total amount in-
vested in the project in aggregate is at
least $50 million.

The bill now heads to the Assem-
bly Speaker, who decides if and when
to post it for a floor vote.

Sheriff’s Office To
Collect Unsused Meds
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Sheriff’s Office will be
coordinating the American Medi-
cine Chest Challenge (AMCC) in
Elizabeth and Plainfield this Sat-
urday, November 13, by enabling
county  residents to dispose of
unused, unwanted, and expired
medicines.

County residents may take un-
wanted prescription drugs to the
Union County Administration Build-
ing, located at 10 Elizabethtown Plaza
in Elizabeth, and at the Park/Madi-
son Building, 200 Park Avenue in
Plainfield, between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. For information,   call  the sheriff’s
office at (908) 527-4450.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


