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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Lance Says Jobs, Economy
Top Priorities of New House

Cohen Sentenced to Five Years
On Child-Pornography Charges

Former Union County Assembly-
man Neil Cohen (D) was sentenced
last week to five years in either jail or
a mental hospital for viewing nude
images of underage girls in his legis-
lative office, according to the Associ-
ated Press. Cohen must also register
as a sex offender under the state’s
Megan’s Law.

Cohen’s lawyer told the judge his
client has been suicidal and has sev-
eral mental-health issues, including
chronic depression. The ex-assem-
blyman pleaded guilty in April. Cohen
served 17 years in the State Legisla-
ture as a Democrat representing Union
County, from 1994 to 2008 and 1990-
1991. He resigned following his ar-
rest in July 2008.

Democrats Win Seat
Of Ex-Senator Baroni

Democrats picked up an unexpired
seat in the State Senate in South Jer-
sey on Election Day with Assembly-
woman Linda Greenstein’s victory
over Republican Senator Tom
Goodwin, thus increasing the Demo-
crats’ majority in the upper house to
24-16. Mr. Goodwin was appointed
after GOP Sen. Bill Baroni was se-
lected by Governor Chris Christie as
executive director of the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey.

GOP Wins Third Dist.
Congressional Race

Republican Jon Runyan, the ex-
Philadelphia Eagle, defeated fresh-
man Rep. John Adler (D) in New
Jersey’s third Congressional district
to reduce the Democrats’ edge in the
state’s Congressional representatives
to 7-6. Mr. Runyan won 106,175 to
100,069 (50 to 47 percent.) Rep. Rush
Holt (D) had the next-closest victory,

as he won a seventh term by a tally of
107,147 to 93,311 over Scott Sipprelle
(53 to 46 percent).

GOP Wins Majority in Bergen;
Donovan Unseats McNerney
GOP Bergen County Clerk Kathy

Donovan unseated incumbent Demo-
cratic County Executive Dennis
McNerney to lead a Republican
sweep last week. The GOP also won
the sheriff’s office, where Emerson
Police Chief Michael Saudino de-
feated incumbent Leo McGuire. The
GOP won three seats on the free-
holder board, to take a 5-2 majority
next year for the first time in nearly a
decade, according to The Record. All
five Republican freeholders have been
elected over the last two years.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Seek
Minority-Leader Title in House
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, com-

ing off the loss of 60 Democratic
Congressional seats, said she would
seek another term as minority leader
of her party. Ms. Pelosi is the nation’s
first female speaker and has served in
the role the last four years. Her an-
nouncement sets the stage for a battle
between current Majority Leader
Steny Hoyer of Maryland and House
Whip Jim Clyburn of South Carolina
for the no. 2 leadership spot.

Olbermann Returns to NBC
After a Two-Day Suspension
MSNBC “Countdown” host Keith

Olbermann returned to the air Tues-
day night after being “suspended in-
definitely without pay” after NBC
learned he had donated to three Demo-
cratic candidates, which is against com-
pany policy. Mr. Olbermann gave the
maximum individual donation of
$2,400 to Arizona Reps. Gabrielle
Giffords and Raul Grijalva, as well as
Senate hopeful Jack Conway, who lost
in Kentucky to Republican Rand Paul.

Christie Receives 51 Percent
Approval Rating in Latest Poll
Governor Chris Christie received a

51-percent approval rating in a
Quinnipiac University poll of New
Jersey voters, with 38 percent
disaproving of the job he has done.
Only 24 percent of respondents, how-
ever, believe Mr. Christie would make
a good president.

By comparison, President Barack
Obama received a 46 percent ap-
proval rating from New Jerseyans,
with 50 percent disapproving of the
job he has done in nearly two years in
the White House.

The telephone poll of 1,362 New
Jersey voters was conducted Novem-
ber 3 to 8, and has a sampling error
margin of plus or minus 2.7 percent-
age points.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Fresh off his re-election
victory for a second term in Con-
gress, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
said the focus of a GOP majority
come January will be “jobs and the
American economy.”

Mr. Lance has served on the power-
ful 70-member financial services com-
mittee in his first term, a position he
anticipates he will continue to hold.

“I am honored to have been re-
elected, and I want to thank all of
those who have placed their faith in
me,” he said. “Obviously, I think it is
a stronger position to be in the major-
ity than the minority. We (GOP) cer-
tainly have our work cut out for us.”

“We will now have to help govern.
We will be in a responsible position,
but we are not the only players on the
field,” Mr. Lance said, pointing to
Democrats’ control of The White
House and the United States Senate.

Speaking of extending the Bush
tax cuts of 2001 and 2003, Mr. Lance
said he does “not favor raising taxes
on anybody.”

“But we need to make a decision
on that. All income brackets will have
taxes increased on January 1 unless
we do something in the lame-duck
session of Congress,” Mr. Lance told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Democrats
have said they favor maintaining the
2001 and 2003 tax cuts for persons
making under $250,000, while Re-

publicans favor extending all the tax
cuts.

The congressman said the adminis-
tration needs to “modify the market-to-
market rules” to get banks to increase
lending “to qualified borrowers.”

“And obviously, I favor modifica-
tion of the health-care bill,” Mr. Lance
said. During the campaign, the GOP
said it wanted to “repeal, replace and
reform” the health-care law. Among
the changes he supports to the legisla-
tion is adding medical-malpractice re-
form.

“I think all these matters taken
together would bring about greater
certainty in the business community,
and that, in turn, would lead to the
creation of new jobs,” Mr. Lance said.

Although formal GOP caucus de-
cisions on who will chair House com-
mittees will not be announced until
December, the GOP ranking member
of the Financial Services Committee
is Rep. Spencer Baucus (R-Ala.). Rep.
John Adler (D-3rd), who lost his re-
election bid, and Rep. Scott Garrett
(R-5th) are the only other New
Jerseyans on the committee.

Mr. Lance noted that there will also
be a change in leadership on the Sen-
ate Banking, Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Committee due to the retirement
of Senator Chris Dodd (D-Conn.).
Senator Tim Johnson (D-S.C.) is the
number-two Democrat on that com-
mittee. Senators Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) and Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.)
also serve on the Senate panel.

SP to Hold Hearing on
HUD Revenue Block Grant

Officials Prepare to Begin
NJ Redistricting Process

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – The process of re-
drawing New Jersey’s 40 legislative
districts will soon begin with the
appointment of 10 members (five
each from the two political parties)
to the state’s apportionment com-
mission by the head of the state’s
Democratic and Republican Parties,
John Wisniewski and Jay Webber,
respectively.

New Jersey has 40 legislative dis-
tricts, each of which is represented by
a senator and two assemblypersons.
The 10 members of the commission
must be appointed by this Monday,
November 15, and certified by Secre-
tary of State Kim Guadagno, the state’s
lieutenant governor, by December 1.

The statutory deadline for approv-
ing a new legislative map is Febru-
ary 1. If the commission members
fail to reach a majority decision by
then, and there is a 5-5 deadlock,
state Supreme Court Justice Stuart
Rabner would choose the tie-break-
ing 11th member. The commission
would then have until March 1 to
approve the new districts.

Democrats named to the
commision are: Mr. Wisniewski,
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-
27, East Orange),  Assembly Major-
ity Leader Joe Cryan (LD-20, Union),
State Sen. Paul Sarlo (LD-36, Wood-
Ridge) and former Assemblywoman
Nilsa Cruz-Perez from Camden. As
of press deadline, Republicans  had
not announced their  appointments.

Following the 2000 redistricting,
which was challenged in court by the
Republicans after the Democratic
members’ map was selected, Legisla-
tive District 22 saw the most signifi-
cant change locally, with Plainfield,
Linden and Rahway moved to the
district, replacing Westfield, Berkeley
Heights, Cranford and Mountainside,

which were shifted to District 21. The
move made District 21 a strong GOP
district and shifted District 22 into the
Democratic column.

In addition to Westfield, Berkeley
Heights, Cranford and Mountainside,
District 21 includes Garwood, New
Providence, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Summit, Chatham Township, Harding,
Long Hill, Warren and Watchung.
District 22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Winfield, Dunellen, Green
Brook, Middlesex and North
Plainfield.

One week after the new U.S. Con-
gress is seated, President Barack
Obama will release the list of Con-
gressional districts per state. New Jer-
sey is expected to lose one of its 13
Congressional districts due to popula-
tion declines. By June 15, 2011, the 12
members of the Congressional appor-
tionment panel will be appointed by
leaders of the state’s two political par-
ties – Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D), Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R), Assembly Speaker
Oliver (D) and Assembly Minority
Leader Alex DeCroce (R). Mr.
Wisniewski and Mr. Webber will also
each appoint two members.

Mr. Webber told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that he is look-
ing to appoint members to the com-
mission who will “get the fairest map
we can” for the state while adhering to
state and federal guidelines.

Once the commission is seated and
certified, he said, “We will get to this
(redistricting map) as soon as
possible...We have been preparing for
redistricting now for the better part of
two years,” Mr. Webber said.

When asked about redistricting as it
pertains to Union County, he said any
discussion on district boundaries at
this point “would be purely specula-
tive.”

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 9 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON

SAVE 50% - 65%

on the five best selling styles

Unparalleled comfort and quality 
have been the hallmarks of every
Shifman mattress since 1893. Shifman 
ultra-premium sets are entirely 
handmade in the USA featuring 
natural cotton upholstery, a unique 
hand-tufting technique, and eight-way 
hand-tied boxsprings.  So, don’t 
let this limited time offer 
catch you napping.

• EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT 
• NATURAL MATERIALS 
• TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES 
• HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

BANCROFT
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $99
FULL EA. PC. 460 $229

CRYSTAL
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $225
FULL EA.PC. 600 $299
QUEEN SET 1300 $649
KING SET 2080 $1039

JADE
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 590 $299
FULL EA.PC. 750 $379
QUEEN SET 1670 $835
KING SET 2590 $1295

SAVOY
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 1210 $605
FULL EA.PC. 1470 $735
QUEEN SET 3200 $1599
KING SET 4600 $2299

SATURN
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC.1410 $705
FULL EA.PC. 1710 $855
QUEEN SET 3720 $1859
KING SET 5330 $2665

SALE ENDS

NOV. 14

An Experiential Retreat from Stress 
Sunday, December 19 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Emotional Wisdom: Bringing Balance to Life with Dr. Harriet Haberman, PhD
Sunday, November 14 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

This workshop is an experiential session that teaches how to access the hidden 

Wellness Programs Open to the Community

This fall improve your mental & physical health!

Try out our free Wellness Classes and 

experience the difference at the JCC.

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ

Experience the new and improved JCC

Offer expires 11/30/10.

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool has announced a public
hearing will be held on the Housing
and Urban Development Revenue
Sharing Block Grant Year 37 funding
on Tuesday, November 30. The hear-
ing will be held at 7:30 p.m. in Room
202 of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our
own citizens feel the county allocation
should be spent,” Mayor Malool said.

Scotch Plains has benefited from
Community Development funds since
1975, amounting to nearly $4 mil-
lion. It is expected that approximately
$6 million will be available to Union
County for Community Development
Block Grant funding.The hearing will
be chaired by the township’s official
delegates to the Revenue Sharing
Committee. Nineteen towns in Union
County are involved, and all projects
must have a two-thirds majority of
the total committee membership ap-
proval in order to become reality.

Application for projects will be
available at the municipal building
and include complete instructions con-
cerning project eligibility. Projects
funded throughout the 19 member
municipalities include: housing, reha-
bilitation, neighborhood preservation,
code enforcement, senior-citizen fa-
cilities, child-care facilities and vari-
ous social-service programs.

Bill Challenges Rules
On Med. Marijuana
TRENTON – A measure sponsored

by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den) challenging the Christie
Administration’s proposed rules for
implementing the state’s medical mari-
juana law was approved Monday by
committees in the Senate and Assem-
bly, setting it up for a vote by the full
Legislature.SCR-130/ACR-151 is the
first step in a legislative process that
would invalidate the regulations as
proposed and, ultimately, require the
administration to rewrite them.


