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THESE SCARECROWS ALREADY HAVE BRAINS...Students at McKinley
Elementary in Westfield marched proudly in costume during the school’s Hal-
loween Parade, which kicked off an afternoon of festivities for the students.
Pictured, from left to right, are: fourth graders Corinne Flaherty, Kamryn
Lombardi and Sydney Harding masquerading as a trio of scarecrows. Students
in first through fifth grades took part in the event. WF Hears Central Avenue

Complaint, OKs Free Parking
nail salons in the borough.”

Mr. Huegel said existing nail sa-
lons would be “grandfathered” and
allowed to remain in business.

Resident Michael Lewis said, re-
garding the proposal, “Don’t be too
hasty on this one…I just see this as an
un-necessary law…more for personal
aesthetics.”

A second reading on the measure is
planned for the December 14 regular
council meeting.

Other meeting highlights included
approval, on second reading, of an
ordinance amending the borough
code governing residential driveway
widths and corresponding curb cuts.

The measure dates back about two
years, in response to a homeowner’s
driveway-widening application, and
has most recently gone back and forth
multiple times between the govern-
ing body and the planning board.

Essentially, the amended ordinance
now allows permitted, double-wide
driveways of 18 feet to have match-
ing curb cuts.

But the vote to approve the mea-
sure, which generated almost no dis-
cussion this time, was not unanimous;
Council President Huegel and Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell voted
against it, while council members
Mike Szuch, Anthony Parenti, Joan
Wheeler and Robert Manduca sup-
ported the ordinance.

The governing body also approved,
on second reading, an ordinance
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Fanwood Council

Kenilworth-based Elberon Develop-
ment Co. LLC, the owner of 30 of the
50 acres of land where a new, $50-
million, 524,000-square-foot dry
foods warehouse is to be constructed.
The proposed lease also includes four,
five-year options. Elberon is owned
by 2008 Republican United States
Senate candidate Anne Estabrook.

“Obtaining those bonds is key to
the project being located in Eliza-
beth. Wakefern has investigated sites
in other locations,” according to a
statement from Elberon. Wakefern
also is said to be working on another
short-term lease to temporarily relo-
cate its grocery operation until con-
struction is completed in 2013.

The bonds, according to Eliza-
beth Mayor Chris Bollwage, would
help reduce the cost of the lease
payments to be paid by Wakefern
over the length of its lease, thus
resulting in the food company being
able to create additional jobs.

The new building would replace
the existing 491,775-square-foot
warehouse that has been utilized by
Wakefern for over 50 years and will
be demolished for the new warehouse,
as will a 140,000-square-foot build-
ing located at 536 Dowd Avenue,
which sits on land currently owned
by Elberon. Officials said the project
would result in the retention of 345
current jobs at the warehouse and
creation of another 350 new jobs over
the course of the next 20 years.

“I am very, very focused and so
are our other Elberon people on this
(lease negotiations),” Ms. Estabrook
told the board.

Mayor Bollwage said recovery
zone bonds would give Wakefern the
“ability to borrow money at a very
low interest rate.”

“If you can borrow the money at a
very low interest rate, then you get
more dollars into the project and [it]
then goes and helps [keep] the rent at
a lower rate over the next 30 or 35 or
40 years,” Mayor Bollwage said. “This
has nothing to do with $19 million
from the freeholder board or the City
of Elizabeth going to the developer or
to Wakefern. It is the ability to borrow
money at an extremely cheap rate.”

The mayor said the recovery zone
bonds were created by President
Barack Obama and Congress. “The
allotments were decided by the Presi-
dent and the Congress based on the
unemployment rates, the foreclosure
rate and on the general economic
conditions of cities and counties and
states throughout the country,” Mayor
Bollwage said.

According to county spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia, “The recovery zone
facility bonds are refundable tax cred-
its through a federal subsidy paid by
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Freeholder Bonds

peak hours of traffic, which include 7
to 8 a.m. during the week and 4 to 5
p.m. during the week, 130 vehicles
are now generating trips in the area.

Attorney Donna Erem from the
Wolff Samson Agency also testified
on behalf of the applicant and stated
that no variances were needed for the
project.

Because of the late hour and the
fact that so many residents did not get
a chance to voice their opinions of the
project, board members voted to ex-
tend the application into the Thurs-
day, December 2 meeting, which will
begin at 7:30 p.m.
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Clark

expected to be selected as mayor for
2011, told residents, “we have a very big
task ahead of us,” and warned that next
year “will be a challenge.” He urged any
residents with private sector expertise in
finance or other related areas to share
their knowledge and insights with the
incoming municipal team.

The committee also introduced
several parking ordinances that will
be considered on December 14 and
approved a resolution suspending
parking-meter enforcement during
the holiday season in the Special
Improvement District and the Cen-
tennial Avenue Business District.
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Cranford

the U.S. Treasury and IRS. The debt
will be handled by the developer, not
through the county or the city.” He
said interest rates on recovery zone
bonds are typically 1 to 1.5 percent
lower than what is found through
“conventional bonding.”

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan
said the bonds would be held by
Elberon. “We’re not on the hook for
anything,” he said.

According to a Star-Ledger report,
Indiana-based Sun Development &
Management Corporation, the devel-
oper of a 189-room Embassy Suites
Hotel, opted not to accept the recov-
ery zone bonds previously approved
by the freeholders after it learned the
money could not be used to pay off a
construction loan. The hotel, which
is still going forward, will be con-
structed near the Jersey Gardens Mall.

In other business, the board con-
sidered a number of resolutions to
award engineering service contracts
for road intersection improvement
projects. The projects include Broad
Street and Springfield Avenue in Sum-
mit, at a cost of $73,834, and Rahway
Avenue and West Broad Street and
Scotch Plains Avenue in Westfield, at
a cost of $92,046. A resolution for a
$63,000 contract also was consid-
ered for engineering services involv-
ing construction administration and
inspection services for repairs to eight
dams, which will include Echo Lake
in Mountainside, Seeley’s Pond in
Scotch Plains, Milton Lake Park in
Rahway, Briant Park in Summit and
Sperry Park in Cranford.

The board also reviewed three reso-
lutions for the county’s Green Skills
Equals Green Jobs program. The
county is in the process of searching
for a non-profit company to conduct
assessments on all persons applying
for the program, which will train 220
unemployed and underemployed
adults for jobs in the utility industry.
The vendor to be awarded a $300,000
contract is expected to be on the
board’s Tuesday, November 23 regu-
lar meeting agenda, according to Hu-
man Services Director Frank Guzzo.

The county also is looking to en-
ter into a $250,000 contract with
Rutgers University for training 125
individuals for careers in the green
industry. Another $100,000 contract
is to be awarded to the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools to
train 100 students for jobs in the
solar industry.

The county received a $1 million
federal grant from the United States
Labor Department to fund its green
jobs initiative. The county is working
with the Utilities Workers Union of
America (UWUA-AFL-CIO) in
launching the program.

amending parking regulations on
Paterson Road.

Under the measure, there will be
no parking permitted during the day
between Martine Avenue and Russell
Road and two-hour limited parking
between Russell and Midway and
Midway and Hunter Avenues.

The restrictions are intended to
prevent commuters from parking
there and also to ensure that fire trucks
can safely pass through in narrow
spots.

Paterson Road resident Thomas
Berger said, “you can barely squeeze
through” on the road when cars are
parked on both sides of the street.

Additional parking restrictions on
other roads in the borough will be
considered at the December 14 regu-
lar council meeting.

Also Tuesday night, Council Presi-
dent Huegel announced that last
night’s (November 10) planned
shared services public forum at the
high school had been canceled and
will be rescheduled.

Mr. Huegel said the council wants
to allow “more time to pass” since the
first forum was held several weeks
ago and “also get more people to
attend.”

The governing body additionally
directed a special events and promo-
tions vendor working for Provident
Bank to contact the borough’s zoning
officer and the board of health re-
garding plans for a “special event” at
the downtown branch today, Thurs-
day, November 11.

A representative for the vendor,
Mike Martin, said the local branch
“has been redone” and the bank would
like to hold a celebration including
hot dogs and snacks, a moon bounce
and other activities for children.

Mr. Martin explained that the
bank’s South Avenue entrance would
be closed off to allow for the moon
bounce to be set up; he said a police
officer would be on hand during the
event.

Mr. Estis said the bank’s plans for
banners or signs require zoning ap-
proval first. Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern said the board of
health has to approve plans to serve
food.

“It sounds like you have a very fun
event planned,” said Council Presi-
dent Huegel.

“I think we should do whatever we
can to encourage things like this,”
added Councilwoman Wheeler, re-
garding efforts to retain business and
bring people into the downtown.

Courtesy of Linda Graham
BIRD’S EYE VIEW...This gobbler takes a look around the yard on Hyslip Avenue
in Westfield.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Acting Mayor
Mark Ciarrocca announced at Tues-
day night’s public Westfield Council
meeting that the town will allow for
free on-street parking and free park-
ing in the South Side commuter per-
mit lot from December 20 to 31.

Last week, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation requested
that the council allow for free park-
ing at all meters and parking lot
pay-stations from December 15 to
January 1. According to Acting
Mayor Ciarrocca, the DWC’s origi-
nal request would have resulted in
an estimated revenue loss of
$25,000 to $30,000. Under the
granted free-parking plan, the town
estimates that it will lose $5,000 in
revenue.

During the public-comments por-
tion of the meeting, retired police
officer Greg Kasko handed out cop-
ies of a memo from Police Chief John
Parizeau to all supervisors, dated
October 25, 2007. In the memo, Chief
Parizeau said that a “hand scanner
was put in place because a small
number of personnel were stealing
time. They were entering full shifts in
the sign-in book but not working those
hours.”

Mr. Kasko said that his comments
“concern you (the council) and Mr.
(James) Gildea” and not the police
chief regarding “mismanagement” of
the town. He said that while Chief
Parizeau chose not to punish any in-
dividuals, “such investigations must
be reported” to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Chief Parizeau told The Westfield
Leader that he would have to check
his records in order to confirm the
authenticity of the memo.

Resident Jim Baker spoke to the
council about the placement of a mid-
block lighted crosswalk on Central
Avenue. He said that when he spoke
to the council four weeks ago, Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca pointed out that
Mr. Baker is a member of the Demo-

cratic Committee and that “I think
that it is wrong for the mayor and
council to allow politics to prevent
any citizen from coming forward to
address any of the topics that affect
all citizens or our town.”

Mr. Baker said that he voted for
former Republican Councilman Pe-
ter Echausse and, during the parking
deck discussions, disagreed with
Democratic Councilman Larry
Goldman.

He said that his opposition to the
location of the crosswalk on Central
Avenue is “not partisan” and that
“everyone – from Republicans,
Democrats and Independents – should
be supporting [the residents whom it
affects].”

When Maria Carluccio of Central
Avenue approached the microphone,
Acting Mayor Ciarrocca greeted her
by her first name, but she told him
that she would prefer to be called
Mrs. Carluccio. She questioned the
council as to why a crossing guard
was necessary at the new crosswalk
but not at an intersection like Grove
and Central, where there are more
points of conflict. She also questioned
why trees were planted at the new
cul-de-sacs, which would prevent fire
trucks from gaining access.

Mrs. Carluccio also criticized
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who was
absent from the meeting, for placing
an eight-foot sign on her lawn while
campaigning in 2009 and never thank-
ing her or returning to retrieve the
sign after the election.

Adina Enculescu, on whose prop-
erty the traffic light was installed, told
the council that “people confuse my
driveway with Clover Street.” She said
that twice she has found cars in her
driveway “in the middle of the day”
and is concerned about the safety of
her property. She also told the council
that there are not a lot of children using
the crosswalk and that the “crossing
guard is sitting in her car.”

She told the council that she
“want(s) to have the mistake in front
of my house corrected.”

Jim Mathieu Says Garwood
Won’t See Hike in State Aid

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council-
man-elect Jim Mathieu told the gov-
erning body Tuesday night that the
borough should expect the same lower
municipal aid numbers next year as it
received this year. The new council-
man and Mayor-elect Patricia
Quattrocchi attended a meeting in
Trenton with Governor Chris Christie
for newly-elected Republican offi-
cials across the state, at which state
aid numbers were discussed.

Mr. Mathieu said Governor Christie
stated that the money was gone be-
cause “Trenton had spent it all,” and
mentioned that towns should prepare
to receive as little aid as they had last
year. The borough had its aid slashed
$160,000 last year.

This announcement comes in light
of the controversy over the borough
cutting its bulky trash pickup this
year. Mr. Mathieu stated that bulky
pickups were an issue across a num-
ber of towns, not just Garwood.

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance to address the
issues of commuter parking on An-
chor and Winslow Streets. The bor-
ough council discussed the issue in
detail at its September 28 meeting,
but decided to leave it up to the resi-
dents of those streets to decide a
course of action.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, re-
porting for the laws and licenses com-
mittee, said that a meeting with resi-
dents of these streets had been well
attended and that they decided to
treat the area like the 300 block of
Willow Avenue. Mr. Linken said resi-
dents wished to have a two-hour park-
ing limit from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
that would hopefully alleviate the
issue of commuter parking while still
allowing people to park on the streets
to have access to local businesses.

Councilman Keith Sluka made sure
to tell those in attendance that “the
residents [of Anchor and Winslow]
are fully in support of these ordi-
nances.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy also took
the time to remind residents that the
Christmas tree lighting would take
place on Saturday, December 4, at 6
p.m. and the rain date would be Sun-
day, December 5, at 5 p.m.

Fanwood Lions Post
Christmas Tree Sale

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Li-
ons Club will conduct its annual
Christmas tree sale starting on
Wednesday, December 1, and con-
tinuing until Christmas. Sale hours
will be 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends
and 6:30 to 9 p.m. on weekdays.
This year, the Fanwood Fire Com-
pany will assist the Lions.

A large selection of trees, wreaths
and pine rope will be available. The
sale will take place at LaGrande Park,
located at LaGrande Avenue and Sec-
ond Street in Fanwood. Revenue from
the sale supports local charities and
scholarships to local students.

Mother Seton to Present
Wizard of Oz Nov. 19-21

CLARK – Students at Mother Seton
Regional High School will perform in the
school’s annual musical, The Wizard of
Oz, on Friday and Saturday, November
19 and 20, at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday,
November 21, at 2 p.m. All performances
will be held in the school’s auditorium.
The school is located at 1 Valley Road in
Clark.

Hannah Clark, a sophomore from Scotch
Plains, is cast in the lead role of Dorothy.
Following her down the yellow brick road
will be Soley Estevas, a senior from Avenel,
as The Friendly Lion, Sarah Derderian, a
senior from East Brunswick, as The Scare-
crow and Lauren Mateo, a senior from
Iselin, as The Tin Man.

Takisha Pierre of Irvington will por-
tray The Wicked Witch of the West and
Katherine Newton of Middlesex is cast as
Glinda, The Good Witch.

Catherine Serzan, a sophomore from
Westfield, will portray Aunt Em and Ryan
Durkin is cast as Uncle Henry. Paul Rosato
of Woodbridge is cast as Professor Mar-
vel and The Wizard of Oz.

The play will be performed under the
direction of Margaret Hak. Sister Theo
Furniss will serve as the play coordinator.
Music will be under the direction of
Lucille Obie, and Megan Ferentinos is in
charge of choreography. Carol
Henderson, faculty member at Mother
Seton, is in charge of costumes. Set de-
sign is under the direction of Janet Murphy
and Jack Duffy.

Stage managers for the show include
sophomores Juliana Balabusta of Lin-
den, Vivian Cao of Colonia, Miah
Simmons of Plainfield, and sophomores
Carla Souza and Jackie Stiles and fresh-
man Breanna Barrett, all from Rahway.

Ticket prices on Friday will be $10 for
general admission and $8 for children
and senior citizens. On Saturday, all tick-
ets will be $10. For Sunday’s perfor-
mance, general admission will be $10,
while the cost for children and senior
citizens will be $5.

Courtesy of Jeffrey Tarlow
BEAUTY OF FALL...The foliage of the region is in all its splendor in late October.
Pictured above are the trees in Tamaques Park in Westfield.

Asm. Bramnick Urges
Servicemen to Apply
For Stop-Loss Funds
REGION – Asm. Jon Braminick

(LD-21) said, “This Veterans Day,
we come together to honor our armed
forces for their bravery and dedicated
service to our nation. As our soldiers
continue to serve overseas, their fami-
lies are often left behind with strained
resources.

“To help our military members and
their families, the federal govern-
ment has made additional ‘stop loss’
payments available for service mem-
bers who had their tours involun-
tarily extended between September
11, 2001 and September 30, 2009.
Federal money has already been set
aside for those service members to
receive an additional $500 for every
month or partial month they served in
stop-loss status.

“By law, our service members must
apply by December 3, 2010 for this
payment. Currently, less than half of
those eligible have applied. I want to
encourage all of our veterans and
service members to take advantage
of these benefits before the claim
deadline runs out on December 3. For
information on how to apply, please
visit www.defense.gov/stoploss or
contact my legislative office at (908)
232-2073.”
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