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A CHILI FALL AFTERNOON...There was a great turnout for the annual
Kempshall Terrace chili cook-off October 9 in Fanwood, with 14 competitors
battling for the title. Don Rowbotham, last year’s winner, is shown here present-
ing this year’s winner, Bruce Krieger, with the coveted trophy.

Veterans Day, November 11

“NO” TO CELL TOWER ...From left to right, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21) and Westfield Town Councilmen James Foerst and Keith Loughlin discuss T-
Mobile’s proposed cell-tower construction at the Westfield National Guard
Armory, a project which they all oppose. Residents in the Scotch Plains and
Westfield neighborhoods are concerned about the installation.

Cranford Council Seeks
To Repeal Recent Sewer Fee

Clark Postpones Housing
Nod to Hear from Residents

Fanwood Council Addresses
Downtown Redevelopment

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Borough
Council’s second-to-last regular
meeting of the calendar year featured
a full agenda that took about two-
and-a-half hours to cover.

The governing body called up for
first reading a proposed ordinance
that would amend the borough’s
downtown redevelopment plan.

For example, the changes would
limit the number of commercial drive-
ways along South Avenue in the
downtown zone and require the use
of certain building materials and ar-
chitectural features.

Downtown business and property
owner Helen Ling questioned why
the proposed amended plan does not
allow fine arts schools, dance schools
or other “quasi-educational” uses on
the first floor of new buildings in the
redevelopment area.

Mrs. Ling said a ballet school that
had been in Fanwood for many years
recently had to relocate to Edison
when Mrs. Ling was unable to lease
the first floor of her building to the
school.

“This is really putting a disadvan-
tage into our downtown redevelop-
ment plan,” she said, asking the gov-
erning body to revise that part of the

plan.
“With this economy situation,

we’re having a tough time getting
businesses into Fanwood,” Mrs. Ling
continued.

During an extended discussion,
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis de-
termined that the redevelopment plan
appears to allow ballet schools and
similar businesses, but only on the
second floor.

“I don’t think it makes sense,” said
Mrs. Ling.

Mr. Estis and council members
agreed, as Mr. Estis theorized how
the provision originated.

“The thought was [those types of
businesses] would not create a lot of
foot traffic in the downtown…I’m
not sure I agree with that,” said Mr.
Estis, calling Mrs. Ling’s request “rea-
sonable.”

Mrs. Ling also said, “In order for
Fanwood’s downtown to remain
competitive…we need to promote the
downtown; I want our downtown to
be prosperous.”

Mrs. Ling also pointed to a “lack of
coordination” regarding efforts to
bring in new business downtown.

Councilman Robert Manduca sug-
gested the need to “create an expe-
dited process” for reviewing new
business applications.

“This is a good catch by you, Mrs.
Ling,” responded Council President
Russell Huegel, before Mr. Estis re-
worked the provision and the govern-
ing body signaled its support. A sec-
ond reading of the amended redevel-
opment plan is set for Tuesday, De-
cember 14.

Before moving on with the agenda,
Councilman Anthony Parenti added,
“We do have a downtown redevelop-
ment meeting every month…and usu-
ally no one from the downtown shows
up.”

Also on a related note, the govern-
ing body Tuesday night considered
on first reading an ordinance that
would prohibit new nail salons in the
downtown.

Council President Huegel, presid-
ing at the meeting in the absence of
Mayor Colleen Mahr, said the mea-
sure comes “at the request of Mayor
Mahr, who has seen a blossoming of

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE SWEET FEELING OF VICTORY…Senior Emily Nagourney hugs assistant coach Michelle Tobier after the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls varsity soccer team defeated Westfield, 2-0, for the Union County Tournament
Championship at Kean University in Union on November 7. See story on page 14.

Scotch Plains Board Rejects
Homeowner’s Shed Request

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Freeholders OK Fed Bonds
For Wakefern Expansion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS  — The zoning
board of adjustment last week turned
down an application by a homeowner
seeking permission to keep a shed in
its present location, even though its
location violates municipal setback
requirements.

Debbie Jorgensen’s home origi-
nally fronted only on Johnson Street,
with the property’s rear yard abutting
the wooded area that was eventually
turned into the Heather Glen devel-
opment several years ago. One of the
Heather Glen streets is the Cold
Stream Court cul-de-sac that ends at
the rear of Ms. Jorgensen’s property,
where a fence separates that roadway
from the Jorgensen property, and her
shed that is located two feet from the
property line. Technically, the cul-
de-sac means that the Jorgensen prop-
erty is considered to have two front

yards — on Johnson Street and on
Cold Stream Court — and, as a result,
the shed violates the township’s front-
yard setback requirements by 28 feet.

Ms. Jorgensen told the board at its
November 4 meeting that moving her
shed back to meet the requirements
would be nearly impossible because
the rear of her house is close to the
rear property line. Moving the shed
to the Johnson Street side of the house,
from which the property is accessed,
would put the shed in front of her
house.

About a dozen homeowners from
Heather Glen were present to voice
their protests about the shed, with
one calling it an “eyesore” and others

raising the notion that its visible pres-
ence from their neighborhood would
decrease their property values.

The zoning board wrestled with
trying to find a solution to a unique
situation, but was unable to find a
way to mitigate it. The six board
members present voted 4-2 to deny
Ms. Jorgensen’s request to keep the
shed in its present location.

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved an application by
Alex and Cathy Debelak to construct
a master bedroom addition at their 11
Wellington Downs property. And the
board gave approval to Joseph Banker
to construct a 1,343-square-foot ga-
rage on his property at 5 Tempe Court.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Board of
Chosen Freeholders last Thursday
approved the transfer of $15.6 mil-
lion in American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) re-
covery zone facility bonds from a
new hotel project to the $70-million
expansion of Wakefern Foods, the
wholesale arm of ShopRite super-

markets, based in Elizabeth.
The City of Elizabeth is issuing an

additional $3.9 million in ARRA re-
covery bonds. In addition, Wakefern
is requesting a $2.5-million low in-
terest loan through the Elizabeth Ur-
ban Enterprise Zone Program.

According to a project overview,
Wakefern is in the process of negoti-
ating a new, 15-year lease with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — The Clark Planning
Board, along with dozens of resi-
dents, heard a proposal last Thursday
evening by Clark Developers to build
an age-restricted housing project on
Terminal and Westfield Avenues.

According to the applicant, the
project would be housed at 268-300
and 285 Terminal Avenue and 1245-
1255 Westfield Avenue and would
contain 329 units for residents 55
years and older.

Testifying on behalf of the build-
ers, architect Larry Appel, of the
Appel Design Group in Union, noted
that the project was slated to contain
four buildings, of which 20 percent
would be C.O.A.H. (Council on Af-
fordable Housing) units.

Mr. Appel stated that two of the
four buildings would be three stories
high and that the other two would be
four stories. He noted that there would
be screenings on top of all buildings
to hide the air conditioning and heat-
ing units that are housed on the roofs.
He reported that together in the four
buildings there would be 105 one-
bedroom units, 12 one-bedroom with
den units and 212 two-bedroom units.
Mr. Appel also noted that of the total
329 units, 66 would be designated as
affordable housing units and were for
people 60 or older.

Clark resident Vasiliki Diamandas
asked how high the buildings would
be and if the air conditioning/heating
units and their screenings would add

more height to the building. Ms.
Diamandas was told that the maxi-
mum height of the four-story build-
ing was 45 feet and that it was the
same height allowed by the town’s
zoning ordinance. However, it was
noted that the screening for the heat
and air units is not counted in the
building height and makes the struc-
ture measure 53.25 feet in height.

Additionally, Mr. Appel testified
that all four buildings would be faced
with brick and stucco on all four sides
and that balconies would be added to
the project, “to create a layering ef-
fect on the façade.”

Mr. Appel also stated that the fa-
cility would offer parking beneath
three of the buildings. He added that
parking for the remaining building
would be on the ground level. He
stated that one building would in-
clude a 4,500-square-foot commu-
nity space.

During the hearing, Duane
Nelson, a traffic expert, testified
on behalf of the developer, stating
that he felt the impact of the project
on traffic in the area would be
“minimal,” as opposed to industry,
for which the area currently is
zoned. He noted that not all resi-
dents would be driving on a daily
basis and that some might use town-
ship bussing as opposed to indus-
try, which would add commuter
traffic to Clark roads.

Mr. Nelson reported that his obser-
vations have determined that during

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Six months after
creating a utility to collect sewer fees
from property owners and a week
after Democrats regained control of
the township committee in an elec-
tion in which the sewer fee was a
significant campaign issue, the town-
ship committee this week introduced
an ordinance repealing the sewer util-
ity, thus restoring the status quo ante
in which sewer fees will be a line item
in the municipal budget.

At the committee’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, commissioner Mark
Dugan noted the sewer fee was a
“very big issue” in the recent election
campaign. He said there was a “good
cause” for establishing the sewer util-
ity earlier this year as the committee
struggled to stay within state-man-
dated property-tax parameters. But,
“all of us heard [the voters] loud and
clear” last week, when two Demo-
crats were elected to the committee,
which will have a 3-2 Democratic
majority come January.

Mayor Mark Smith, who was de-
feated for re-election last week, said
that “we have heard the people,” ad-

mitting that it had been a “mistake”
separating out the fee from the town-
ship budget.

At the start of the meeting, both
newly-elected Democrats spoke and
criticized the committee for intro-
ducing the repeal ordinance, which
will be voted on at the governing
body’s Tuesday, December 14 meet-
ing. Committeeman-elect Kevin
Campbell told the committee he was
concerned that there had been no
studies or legal analysis of how a
repeal would affect next year’s mu-
nicipal budget. “This is being imple-
mented in a very poor fashion, a very
chaotic fashion,” he said.

Ed O’Malley, who will join Mr.
Campbell on the township commit-
tee next year, called the repeal effort
a “shoot-from-the-hip political reac-
tion.”

Their comments led Commissioner
David Robinson later in the meeting
to question their commitment to dis-
solving the sewer utility, especially
in light of their campaign rhetoric in
favor of repeal.

In other business, Democratic com-
missioner Daniel Aschenbach, who is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

HONORED FOR SERVICE…Maria La Morte-Wright, the newest member of
the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, presents a plaque to the oldest past
president of the club, Robert Scalera, at the club’s November 3 meeting at the
Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains. During the meeting, 17 past presidents were
honored for their service to the club. Mr. Scalera was president of the club in 1967.
The meeting ended with the membership lining up the past presidents and
singing, “For they are jolly good fellows.”


