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‘NO’ TO CELL TOWER ...From left to right, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) and Westfield Town Councilmen James Foerst and Keith Loughlin
discuss T-Mobile’s proposed cell-tower construction at the Westfield National
Guard Armory, a project which they all oppose. Asm. Bramnick was presented
with the town council’s formal resolution of opposition, which he will personally
deliver to Governor Chris Christie’s Office in the coming weeks.

Courtesy of Sharon Roitman
THESE SCARECROWS ALREADY HAVE BRAINS...Students at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield marched
proudly in costume during the school’s Halloween Parade, which kicked off an afternoon of festivities for the students.
Pictured, from left to right, are: fourth graders Corinne Flaherty, Kamryn Lombardi and Sydney Harding masquerading
as a trio of scarecrows. Students in first through fifth grades took part in the event.
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Cranford Seeks to Repeal
Sewer Fee, Restore Line Item

WF Council Hears Central Ave.
Complaint, Sets Free Parking

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Acting Mayor
Mark Ciarrocca announced at Tues-
day night’s public Westfield Council
meeting that the town will allow for
free on-street parking and free park-
ing in the South Side commuter per-
mit lot from December 20 to 31.

Last week, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation requested
that the council allow for free park-
ing at all meters and parking lot
pay-stations from December 15 to
January 1. According to Acting
Mayor Ciarrocca, the DWC’s origi-
nal request would have resulted in
an estimated revenue loss of
$25,000 to $30,000. Under the

granted free-parking plan, the town
estimates that it will lose $5,000 in
revenue.

During the public-comments por-
tion of the meeting, retired police
officer Greg Kasko handed out cop-
ies of a memo from Police Chief John
Parizeau to all supervisors, dated
October 25, 2007. In the memo, Chief
Parizeau said that a “hand scanner
was put in place because a small
number of personnel were stealing
time. They were entering full shifts in
the sign-in book but not working those
hours.”

Mr. Kasko said that his comments
“concern you (the council) and Mr.
(James) Gildea” and not the police
chief regarding “mismanagement” of

the town. He said that while Chief
Parizeau chose not to punish any in-
dividuals, “such investigations must
be reported” to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Chief Parizeau told The Westfield
Leader that he would have to check
his records in order to confirm the
authenticity of the memo.

Resident Jim Baker spoke to the
council about the placement of a mid-
block lighted crosswalk on Central
Avenue. He said that when he spoke
to the council four weeks ago, Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca pointed out that
Mr. Baker is a member of the Demo-
cratic Committee and that “I think
that it is wrong for the mayor and
council to allow politics to prevent
any citizen from coming forward to
address any of the topics that affect
all citizens or our town.”

Mr. Baker said that he voted for
former Republican Councilman Pe-
ter Echausse and, during the parking
deck discussions, disagreed with
Democratic Councilman Larry
Goldman.

He said that his opposition to the
location of the crosswalk on Central
Avenue is “not partisan” and that
“everyone – from Republicans,
Democrats and Independents – should
be supporting [the residents whom it
affects].”

When Maria Carluccio of Central
Avenue approached the microphone,
Acting Mayor Ciarrocca greeted her
by her first name, but she told him
that she would prefer to be called
Mrs. Carluccio. She questioned the
council as to why a crossing guard
was necessary at the new crosswalk
but not at an intersection like Grove
and Central, where there are more
points of conflict. She also questioned
why trees were planted at the new
cul-de-sacs, which would prevent fire
trucks from gaining access.

Mrs. Carluccio also criticized
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who was

Clark Planning Bd. Postpones
Age-Restricted-Housing Nod

Courtesy of Jeffrey Tarlow
BEAUTY OF FALL...The foliage of Tamaques Park in Westfield is in all its
splendor in late October.

Veterans Day, November 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY DISPLAYING A LOT OF SCHOOL SPIRIT…A host of painted
Westfield High School boys cheer for their team during the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on November 6. The
Blue Devil boys won. See story on page 13.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Six months after
creating a utility to collect sewer fees
from property owners and a week
after Democrats regained control of
the township committee in an elec-
tion in which the sewer fee was a
significant campaign issue, the town-
ship committee this week introduced
an ordinance repealing the sewer util-
ity, thus restoring the status quo ante
in which sewer fees will be a line item
in the municipal budget.

At the committee’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, commissioner Mark
Dugan noted the sewer fee was a
“very big issue” in the recent election
campaign. He said there was a “good
cause” for establishing the sewer util-
ity earlier this year as the committee
struggled to stay within state-man-
dated property-tax parameters. But
“all of us heard [the voters] loud and
clear” last week, when two Demo-
crats were elected to the committee,
which will have a 3-2 Democratic
majority come January.

Mayor Mark Smith, who was de-
feated for re-election last week, said
that “we have heard the people,” ad-
mitting that it had been a “mistake”
separating out the fee from the town-
ship budget.

At the start of the meeting, both
newly-elected Democrats spoke and
criticized the committee for intro-
ducing the repeal ordinance, which
will be voted on at its December 14
meeting. Councilman-elect Kevin
Campbell told the committee he was
concerned that there had been no
studies or legal analysis of how a
repeal would affect next year’s mu-
nicipal budget. “This is being imple-
mented in a very poor fashion, a very
chaotic fashion,” he said.

Ed O’Malley, who will join Mr.
Campbell on the township commit-
tee next year, called the repeal effort
a “shoot-from-the-hip political reac-
tion.”

Their comments led Commissioner
David Robinson later in the meeting
to question their commitment to dis-

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — The Clark Planning
Board, along with dozens of resi-
dents, heard a proposal last Thursday
evening by Clark Developers to build
an age-restricted housing project on
Terminal and Westfield Avenues.

According to the applicant, the
project would be housed on 268-300
and 285 Terminal Avenue and 1245-
1255 Westfield Avenue, and would
contain 329 units for residents 55
years and older.

Testifying on behalf of the build-
ers, architect Larry Appel, of the
Appel Design Group in Union, noted
that the project was slated to contain
four buildings of which 20 percent
would be C.O.A.H. (Council on Af-
fordable Housing) units.

Mr. Appel stated that two of the
four buildings would be three stories
high and that the other two would be
four stories. He noted that there would
be screenings on top of all buildings
to hide the air conditioning and heat-
ing units that are housed on the roofs.
He reported that together in the four
buildings there would be 105 one-
bedroom units, 12 one-bedroom with
den units and 212 two-bedroom units.
He also noted that of the total 329
units, 66 would be designated as af-
fordable housing units and were for
people 60 or older.

Clark resident Vasiliki Diamandas
asked how high the buildings would
be and if the air conditioning/heating
units and their screenings would add
more height to the building. Ms.
Diamandas was told that the maxi-
mum height of the four-story build-
ing was 45 feet and that it was the
same height allowed by the town’s
zoning ordinance. However, it was
noted that the screening for the heat

and air units is not counted in the
building height and makes the struc-
ture measure 53.25 feet in height.

Mr. Appel also testified that all
four buildings would be faced with
brick and stucco on all four sides and
that balconies would be added to the
project “to create a layering effect on
the façade.”

Mr. Appel also stated that the facility
would offer parking beneath three of
the four buildings. He added that park-
ing for the remaining building would
be on the ground level. He stated that
one building would include a 4,500-
square-foot community space.

During the hearing, Duane Nelson,
a traffic expert, testified on behalf of
the developer and stated that he felt
the impact of the project on traffic in
the area would be “minimal” as op-
posed to industry, for which the area
is currently zoned. He noted that not
all residents will be driving on a daily
basis and that some might be using
township bussing as opposed to in-
dustry, which would add commuter
traffic to Clark roads.

Mr. Nelson reported that his ob-
servations have determined that dur-
ing peak hours of traffic, which
include 7 to 8 a.m. during the week
and 4 to 5 p.m. during the week, 130
vehicles are now generating trips in
the area.

Attorney Donna Erem from the
Wolff Samson Agency also testified
on behalf of the applicant and stated
that no variances were needed for the
project.

Because of the late hour and the
fact that so many residents did not get
a chance to voice their opinion of the
project, board members voted to ex-
tend the application into the Decem-
ber 2 meeting, which will begin at
7:30 p.m.

Jim Mathieu Says Garwood
Won’t See Hike in State Aid

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council-
man-elect Jim Mathieu told the gov-
erning body Tuesday night that the
borough should expect the same lower
municipal-aid numbers next year as
it received this year. The new coun-
cilman and Mayor-elect Patricia
Quattrocchi attended a meeting in
Trenton with Governor Chris Christie
for newly-elected Republican offi-
cials across the state at which state-
aid numbers were discussed.

Mr. Mathieu said Governor Christie
stated that the money was gone be-
cause “Trenton had spent it all,” and
mentioned that towns should prepare
to receive as little aid as they had last
year. The borough had its aid slashed
$160,000 last year.

This announcement comes in light
of the controversy over the borough
cutting its bulky trash pickup this
year. Mr. Mathieu stated that bulky

pick-ups were an issue across a num-
ber of towns, not just Garwood.

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance to address the
issues of commuter parking on An-
chor and Winslow Streets. The bor-
ough council discussed the issue in
detail at its September 28 meeting,
but decided to leave it up to the resi-
dents of those streets to decide a
course of action.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, re-
porting for the laws and licenses com-
mittee, said that a meeting with resi-
dents of these streets had been well
attended and that they decided to
treat the area like the 300 block of
Willow Avenue. Mr. Linken said resi-
dents wished to have a two-hour park-
ing limit from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
that would hopefully alleviate the
issue of commuter parking while still
allowing people to park on the streets
to have access to local businesses.

Freeholders OK Federal Bonds
For Wakefern Foods Expansion

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Board of
Chosen Freeholders, last Thursday,
approved the transfer of $15.6 mil-
lion in American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) re-
covery zone facility bonds from a
new hotel project to the $70-million
expansion of Wakefern Foods, the
wholesale arm of ShopRite super-
markets, based in Elizabeth.

The City of Elizabeth is issuing an
additional $3.9 million in ARRA re-
covery bonds. In addition, Wakefern
is requesting a $2.5-million low-in-

terest loan through the Elizabeth Ur-
ban Enterprise Zone Program.

According to a project overview,
Wakefern is in the process of negoti-
ating a new 15-year lease with
Kenilworth-based Elberon Develop-
ment Co. LLC, the owner of 30 of the
50 acres of land where a new, $50-

million, 524,000-square-foot dry
foods warehouse is to be constructed.
The proposed lease also includes four,
five-year options. Elberon is owned
by 2008 Republican United States
Senate candidate Anne Estabrook.

“Obtaining those bonds is key to
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